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September 20', 2017

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
Government of Canada

Dear Minister LeBlanc:

RE: Fisheries and Oceans Canada's request for advice on the proposed fishing
closures in Zone 1 waters adjacent Nunavut Settlement Area in Davis Strait

On September 11" 2017, at the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board's (NWMB or Board)
Regular Meeting (RM 003-2017), Fisheries and Oceans Canada provided an oral
presentation and a briefing note requesting NWMB's advice on a proposed fishing closure
for marine conservation in Zone 1 waters adjacent the Nunavut Settlement Area in Davis
Strait.

The Board took into consideration the Fisheries and Oceans Canada's presentation,
briefing note, and the reasons provided by your department for this request for comments.
The Board also considered the comments made during consultations with stakeholders,
including industry and made the following recommendation during its September 12,
2017 In-Camera meeting (IC 003-2017):

Moved that, Pursuant to Section 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement, the NWMB agrees
with the recommendation of the Marine Conservation Working Group of the Eastern Arctic
Groundfish Stakeholder Advisory Committee and advises that Fisheries and Oceans
Canada approves a new fishing closure in the Davis Sirait Area to conserve corals
sponges and sea pens.

Mr. Minister, the NWMB is hereby forwarding its advice to you, for your consideration
pursuant to the terms of the Nunavut Agreement. If you or your officials have any
questions with respect to the contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the
NWMB at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Daniel Shewchuk
A/Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
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