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A variety of tasks, meetings and activities 
were carried out by the Board during the 
past fiscal year and the following are some 
of the highlights:

The Chairperson attended all the Regional 
Wildlife Organizations’ (RWOs) Annual 
General Meetings (AGMs) held in each 
of the three Regions, Kitikmeot, Kivalliq 
and Qikiqtaaluk. The Board participated 
in these AGMs to keep itself informed about 
regional/local issues and to update each 
RWO on the activities and responsibilities 
of the NWMB. 

The Chief Operating Officer participated 
in a meeting involving all the Institutions 
of Public Government (IPGs), at Cambridge 
Bay. This was the first meeting held, 
involving all the IPGs since 1997.

The Chairperson participated in the Minister 
of Environment Canada’s Species at Risk Act 
Round Table, held in Ottawa (Gatineau), 
in the fall of 2006. Approximately 120 
people attended the meeting, due to the 
short time available, many participants did 
not get a chance to express their views.  

The Chairperson and the Legal Counsel 
attended the Nunavut Land Claims 
Agreement implementation review 
meeting. Discussion centered around the 
Department of Indian Affairs & Northern 
Development’s role of coordinating Land 
Claims implementation for Canada.  

Some of the NWMB Board Members 
attended a three-day Governance Training 
event, organized and delivered by the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development in Iqaluit. Members of the 
Nunavut Water Board also attended the 
same training session. 

A Marine (Offshore) Fisheries Allocation 
Policy development/consultation session 
involving all affected Hunters and Trappers 
Organizations in the Baffin Region along 
with the fishing industry, was conducted 
in Iqaluit during November 2006. It was 
decided that changes were required to the 
policy and a further consultation session 
would be required in the future.

The NWMB continued to successfully 
monitor the innovative Narwhal and Beluga 
Community-Based Management (CBM) 
systems operating in several communities 

Message from
the Chairperson
April 1st 2006 to March 31st 2007 was 
another very busy and exciting year for 
the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
(NWMB or Board). One Board Member’s 
term expired in February, a second seat 
remained vacant during the year. 
The Board welcomed the newest addition 
to the NWMB staff; Paul Frame, who 
accepted a new one-year term position 
as the Wildlife Administrative Biologist.

Some new approaches, operationally, were 
introduced to the Board during the fiscal 
year. Public hearings were initiated to 
maximize the transparency of the Board and 
to maximize input by the affected harvesters.  

The first public hearing was held in Iqaluit 
in September 2006 to review the Total 
Allowable Harvest (TAH) levels and Non-
Quota Limitations (NQLs) under the Wildlife 
Regulations and Orders made pursuant 
to the Wildlife Act. The Wildlife Act was 
implemented by the Territorial Cabinet 
on July 9, 2005. The second phase of this 
public hearing was held in October 2006. 
It was expected that a further public hearing 
would be necessary in the following fiscal 
year, in order to complete all the TAHs and 
NQLs under the Wildlife Regulations and Orders.

Decisions by the Board that require support 
by a Minister are now being made in-camera 
in order to give the respective Minister the 
opportunity to make his/her decision with 
no influence from the public or media. 
Previously the Board was making decisions 
in their regular sessions and this made 
the Board’s decision public, before the 
appropriate Minister had an opportunity 
to review and respond to the Board.  

Internal policy review work was begun, 
involving the Board’s Governance Manual, 
Human Resources Manual, Financial/
Administrative Manual, and the Wildlife 
Management Policy. It is expected that the 
internal policy development/revision work 
will be completed by the end of the next 
fiscal year.

The Board also began work on development 
of an Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit Policy for 
the NWMB. 

in Nunavut. Several requests to carry-over 
unused narwhal tags were discussed 
and approved.  

The Board participated in the annual 
meeting of the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans Quebec and Nunavut Regions with 
their respective co-management bodies, in 
Iqaluit. The meeting focused mainly on the 
management of Eastern Hudson Bay Beluga, 
other adjoining Beluga sub-populations and 
Bowhead Whales.

The Board is still working on seeking 
alternative ways to manage polar bears from 
the current management system in Nunavut.   
A Request for Proposal (RFP) was drafted 
by the NWMB to have the current system 
reviewed by an independent source. 
The Board is waiting for a response from 
its co-management partners in order to 
proceed to the next step in the process.

Walrus hunts were approved for Igloolik 
and Coral Harbour for the 2007 summer 
and fall hunts. Standard Non-quota 
Limitations (NQLs) were also approved for 
these sport hunts by the Board. A total of 
eleven successful walrus sport hunts were 
conducted in Nunavut communities during 
the summer and fall of 2006.

The Board reviewed thirty-five new 
applications and three (3) multi-year wildlife 
research projects, under the Nunavut 
Wildlife Research Trust, submitted by the 
Government of Nunavut’s Department 
of Environment, the Department of Fisheries 
& Oceans Canada, and the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and Parks Canada. A total 
of twenty-six new applications and three 
multi-year projects were approved for 
2007/08 fiscal year, totaling $1,192,600.00.  
This is the highest amount ever awarded 
for wildlife research projects in a single year 
since the creation of the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board in 1994. 

The Nunavut Wildlife Studies Fund provided 
a total of $110,650.00 to non-governmental 
organizations for wildlife research, involving 
four applications out of five for the fiscal 
year 2007/08. The amount approved for the 
fiscal year was about the average awarded 
in the past 13 years.



54      |  Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

The NWMB attended a “Struck and Lost” 
workshop, organized by the North Atlantic 
Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO), 
held at Copenhagen, Denmark. 
The reporting of struck and lost is weak 
in Nunavut and much was learned from 
the workshop that will be useful in Nunavut. 

A bilateral meeting on marine fisheries 
resources between Nunavut and Greenland 
was held with the participation of the 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, 
at Copenhagen, Denmark.

Two meetings were held, in Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories (NWT) by the 
NWT Wildlife Co-Management Boards’ 
Chairpersons’ meeting on Bluenose Caribou 
population decline concerns, with the 
NWMB participating. The forum will be 
making recommendations to the Territorial 
Governments of Nunavut and the NWT, 
on wildlife management measures to deal 
with the decline of the herd. 

The Board staff spent considerable time 
and effort in developing a new Public 
Hearing site on the NWMB website. This site 
allows the public to review the Rules and 
Procedures for each of the Board’s hearings, 
the dates and locations of these meetings 
and the documents involved in the hearings 
in both Inuktitut and English.

Many important tasks were carried out 
successfully and decisions made by the 
Board during the fiscal year as per the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. However, 
many more tasks might have been 
accomplished if the Board had more staff 
to carry out tasks. The improved 
transparency of the Board has made it easier 
for the co-management partners and the 
general public to keep up with what the 
Board is doing for the Nunavummiut.         

Vision Statement
Conserving wildlife through the application 
of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific 
knowledge.

Mission Statement
The NWMB strives to enable and protect 
the beneficial utilization of wildlife for and 
by the beneficiaries of the Nunavut Land 
Claims Agreement as well as other residents 
of the Nunavut Settlement Area (NSA) 
and to manage wildlife consistent with 
the principles of conservation, sustainability 
and eco-systemic integrity.

The NWMB co-ordinates its functions 
and activities with the Regional Wildlife 
Organizations and the Hunters and Trappers 
Organizations to ensure communication 
and co-operation with the many 
communities of the NSA.

The NWMB seeks to identify, develop and 
bring to bear the best information and 
expertise in the formulation of its decisions.  
The Board recognizes the role and power 
of various sources of information and 
expertise, including but not limited to, 
resource users, community elders, traditional 
knowledge and modern science.

The NWMB operates in an open forum, 
informing the public and providing 
for public input and participation.

Board and Staff Changes

Board Members
There were two Board Member vacancies:

- The Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
nominee position (to be appointed by the 
Governor in Council) had been vacant since 
February 2006.  

- The Qikiqtaani Inuit Association appointee 
position had been vacant since February 2007.

Staff

Paul Frame was appointed as Wildlife 
Administrative Biologist, a new term-position 
effective March 2007.

Board Members 
and Committees

Members            4-year terms
Joseph (Joe) Tigullaraq, Chairperson 

Appointed August 2005

Makabe Nartok, Member 
  Appointed October 2005

Pitseolak Alainga, Member 
  Appointed November 2005

Abraham Kaunak, Member 
  Appointed May 2004

Kevin McCormick, Member 
 Appointed December 2005

Harry Flaherty, Member 
  Appointed February 2006

Joannie Ikkidluak, Member  
 Term ended February 2007

Paul Pemik, Member 
  Term to end April 2007

One member seat vacant
since February 2006

Makivik Appointees*
Johnny Peters        

 Since May 2004 

Willie Annanack 
Since October 2005 

*        Section 40.2.14 of the NLCA  
 states that two Makivik members  
 replace two NWMB members  
 appointed by Designated Inuit  
 Organizations, for decisions  
 of the NWMB that apply to  
 activities that take place in  
 the areas of Equal Use  
 and Occupancy.

Executive Committee
Harry Flaherty, Chairperson

Paul Pemik, Member

Pitseolak Alainga, Member

Makabe Nartok, Member

Joe Tigullaraq, Ex-Officio
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Public Consultation
Offshore (Fishing Industry) Allocation Policy, 
November 7-8, 2006

Conference Calls
Meeting No. 96, April 7, 2006
Meeting No. 97, April 25, 2006
Meeting No. 98, May 4, 2006
Meeting No. 99, June 16, 2006
Meeting No. 100, August 31, 2006
Meeting No. 101, September 14, 2006
Meeting No. 102, October 16, 2006
Meeting No. 103, October 19, 2006
Meeting No. 104, January 17, 2007
Meeting No. 105, March 21, 2007

NWMB Implementation 
Activities
During the 12 months from April 1st 2006 
to March 31st 2007, the NWMB continued 
to perform its core functions in a thorough 
and timely fashion, and to ensure the 
continued maintenance of a model wildlife 
management system that has the confidence 
of the public, Inuit and Government. Set 
out in this section is a description of the 
twenty-five NWMB implementation activities 
undertaken during the 2006-2007 period. 
Under each general activity is a brief listing 
of specific results and achievements.  

(a) Complete the final phase of the 
development of an efficient and economical 
system for the long-term storage of and 
access to the Nunavut Wildlife Harvest 
Study Database;

 • The Board contracted a consultant
   to develop an electronic searchable
   data-base, and to create hard copy 
   CD Rom Backups for distribution to
   the Government of Canada,
   Government of Nunavut and relevant
   Inuit agencies. 

(b) Following the revised proposal for 
a second harvest study for this planning 
period, design the survey and commence 
data collection for the second planning period; 

 • The NWMB contracted a consultant 
to thoroughly review all aspects of 
the previous Nunavut Wildlife Harvest 
Study, and to prepare options for 
the organization and structure of the 
NWMB’s next harvest study

NWMB Staff
Joe Tigullaraq,
Chairperson/Chief Executive Officer (CCEO)

Jim Noble, Chief Operating Officer (COO)

Joseph Justus, Director of Wildlife 

Erin Calder, Wildlife Management Biologist

Paul Frame,
Wildlife Administrative Biologist *

Tom Demcheson,
Director Finance and Administration

Evie Amagoalik, Interpreter/Translator

Qiluya Jeffrey, Finance Officer

Annie Aningmiuq, Secretary/Receptionist

*   Term Appointment since March 2007

NWMB Advisors
Michael d’Eça, 
Legal Advisor

NWMB Auditor
Mackay Landau, 
Chartered Accountants

 

Nunavut Wildlife  
Management Board  
Meetings

Regular Meetings
Meeting No. 46, June 6 - 8, 2006
Meeting No. 47, November 28, 2006
Meeting No. 48, December 14, 2006
Meeting No. 49, February 15, 2007
Meeting No. 50, March 6 - 8, 2007

Public Hearings
Special Meeting 12 (A), September 25-29 2006
Special Meeting 12 (B), October 23-27,2006

Special Meetings
Special Meeting 13, October 21, 2006
Special Meeting 14, October 24, 2006

(c) Continue the introduction of the Total 
Allowable Harvest-Basic Needs Level-Surplus 
(TAH-BNL-Surplus) management regime 
for particular stocks or populations of species 
in the NSA;

 • The Board held a productive meeting 
with its co-management partners 
to continue discussions on the most 
effective and acceptable way(s) 
to continue the introduction of the 
TAH-BNL-Surplus management regime 
in Nunavut.

 • The Board decided to adopt 
a policy to unilaterally initiate a public 
consideration of the establishment 
of a TAH or non-quota limitation 
(NQL), or the modification/removal 
of an existing TAH/NQL, where the 
most current Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit 
and/or scientific information indicates 
a TAH/NQL may be required or may 
need to be modified/removed. This 
policy will be applied even where no 
proponent comes forward to request 
such a public consideration. 

(d) Pursuant to the principles 
of conservation, and in conformity with 
the development and initial introduction 
of the TAH-BNL-Surplus management 
regime, make appropriate decisions with 
respect to maintaining, establishing, 
modifying or removing TAHs and other 
restrictions on wildlife harvesting in the NSA;

• The Board wrote to the GN Minister 
of Environment requesting up-to-date 
stock status reports for the Western 
Hudson Bay (WH) and Baffin Bay polar 
bear populations, with the intention 
of publicly examining – as soon as 
reasonably possible – the conservation 
status of each of those populations. 

• The Board agreed to fund a joint 
survey of the WH polar bear 
population, designed to assist 
in assessing the sustainable level 
of harvesting for that population. 
(However, due to weather problems, 
this survey had to be postponed until 
the following fiscal year.)  
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• The Board affirmed that TAH decisions 
for polar bear populations in the NSA 
are cumulative annual TAHs between 
July 1 and June 30 (including any 
accumulated credits from previous 
years) as set out in the “Flexible 
Quota System” of the 2004 Polar Bear 
Management MOUs. 

• The Board made several decisions 
regarding polar bear defense kills 
and the conversion of male and female 
polar bear credits into harvest tags.

• The Board agreed to commence 
the process of considering potential 
harvesting restrictions on Inuit within 
the Thelon Game Sanctuary. 

• The Board approved a request from 
the Pond Inlet HTO – made pursuant 
to the CBM program – to carry 
forward into 2006 fifty percent of the 
community’s narwhal tags not used 
in 2005.

• The Board approved the Gjoa Haven 
HTO request to carry over 7 narwhal 
tags from the 2006 harvest season 
to 2007.

• The Board approved a harvest increase 
to 75 narwhal for the Gulf of Boothia 
narwhal stock.

• The Board declined a request for 
an increase in the Hall Beach area 
narwhal quota. 

• The Board reviewed TAH increase 
requests for Narwhal from several 
non-CBM communities.

• The Board approved a TAH of one 
bowhead whale for the 2007 or 2008 
harvest seasons from the Foxe Basin/
Northern Hudson Bay stock.

• The Board approved a request from 
Makivik (Nunavik) to harvest 25 Beluga 
from the Sanikiluaq area with approval 
and involvement of the Sanikiluaq HTA.

• The Board approved harvest levels 
for exploratory arctic char fisheries 
in eleven water bodies in the 
Cumberland Sound area in 2006.

• The Board approved a maximum 
harvest level of 3,000kg for an 
exploratory arctic char fishery 
in Koluktoo Bay Milne Inlet in 2006.

• The Board approved a pre-emptive 
by-catch of 400mt for pink shrimp 
(pandalus borealis) inside the NSA.

• The Board approved a plan to conduct 
a test fishery for crab in the NAFO 
Sub-Area 0 waters of the NSA.

• The Board commenced the (initially-
confidential) NLCA decision-making 
process for several dozen harvesting 
limitations (non-quota limitations 
and TAHs) proposed in the GN’s draft 
Wildlife Regulations and Orders.

• The Board decided to send an NWMB 
representative to attend the NAMMCO 
Marine Mammal Struck and Lost 
Workshop in Denmark, scheduled 
for November 2007. 

 
(e) In collaboration with the Government 
of Nunavut and NTI, continue the 
independent review of Nunavut’s Polar Bear 
management system;

•  Members of the Polar Bear 
Management Independent Review 
Committee commenced the process 
of selecting a qualified and 
independent consultant to assist the 
Committee in the review of polar bear 
management in Nunavut.

(f) Provide advice to DFO concerning 
commercial shrimp, turbot, shellfish and 
other marine species allocations 
in Zones I and II; 

• The Board recommended to DFO 
the continuation of existing individual 
commercial turbot and shrimp 
allocations for 2006, pending 
the introduction of a new NWMB 
Allocation Policy for Commercial 
Marine Fisheries, expected in 2007. 

• The Board approved a plan to conduct 
an exploratory snow crab and northern 
stone crab fishery in Division OA in the 
2006 fishing season.

• The Board approved the continuation 
in 2006 of the Northern Shrimp 
Research Foundation stock assessment 
survey in waters adjacent to Nunavut.

• The Board recommended to DFO 
a pre-emptive by-catch of 400mt 
for pink shrimp (pandalus borealis) 
outside the NSA in Shrimp Fishing Area 3.

 
(g) Equitably allocate Nunavut’s share 
of commercial shrimp, turbot, and other 
marine resources among eligible fishers;

• The Board recommended individual  
allocations for an additional 2500mt 
of turbot in Division OA made available 
by the Minister, starting in 2006.

• The Board recommended a 100 
mt turbot allocation for inshore 
development.

• The Board held a public consultation, 
attended by the Nunavut fishing 
industry, relevant HTOs, DFO, the GN 
and NTI, concerning its draft Allocation 
Policy for Commercial Marine Fisheries, 
and related documents. 

• The Board directed that the groundfish 
licence for NAFO Sub-Area 0 
be assigned to the Baffin Fisheries 
Coalition for the 2007 fishing season.

 
(h)  Continue to implement/monitor the 
three-year renewal (2005-2007) of the CBM 
system for beluga whales;

• The Board reviewed the draft 
Cumberland Sound Beluga Recovery 
Strategy.

• NWMB staff continued to implement 
and monitor the CBM system

   for Beluga.

(i) Continue to implement/monitor 
the five-year renewal (2003-2007) 
of the community-based management 
(CBM) system for narwhals; 
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• The Board approved a request from 
the Pond Inlet HTO – made pursuant 
to the CBM program – to carry forward 
into 2006 fifty percent of narwhal tags 
not used in 2005.

• Staff continued to monitor the CBM 
system for narwhal.

• The Board approved a harvest increase 
to 75 narwhal for the Gulf of Boothia 
narwhal stock.

 (j) Subject to the ongoing development 
and implementation of the TAH-BNL-Surplus 
management regime, establish a TAH-BNL 
for walrus populations to ensure there are 
resources for professional, sustainable walrus 
sport hunting ventures;

• While the Board carefully considered 
establishing TAHs-BNLs for Nunavut 
walrus populations, it concluded that 
there is still insufficient information 
available to allow the NWMB 
to proceed with such establishment 
in 2006-2007.

• To help gather the necessary 
information, the NWMB approved 
funding for research on walrus stocks 
in the NSA.

• In the interim, the Board approved 
walrus sport hunts and hunt plans 
in various communities in Nunvut 
and Nunavik for the 2007/08 
hunting season.

 
(k)  Continue to develop appropriate 
policies and strategies to document Inuit 
Qaujimajatuqangit (IQ) and to identify 
priority IQ needs, and continue to promote 
the inclusion of both IQ and modern science 
in all aspects of wildlife management;

• The Board held two working group 
meetings with its Nunavut co-
management partners to develop 
an IQ workshop.

• In collaboration with the DFO Minister, 
the NWMB – relying upon and 
promoting relevant IQ principles – 
approved a cooperative, and ultimately 
successful, stewardship initiative to free 
a number of beluga whales trapped 
in a fjord near the community 
of Pangnirtung. 

(l) Make appropriate decisions with respect 
to the approval of plans for the management 
and protection of particular wildlife 
or wildlife habitats;

• The Board approved management 
plans to conduct exploratory arctic 
char fisheries in eleven water bodies 
in the Cumberland Sound area in 2006.

• The Board approved a management 
plan to conduct an exploratory arctic 
char fishery in Koluktoo Bay Milne Inlet 
in 2006.

• The Board evaluated the Beverly 
Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Plan.

• The Board received a briefing from 
the Bowhead Recovery Team on a 
proposed Bowhead Recovery Strategy.

• Board staff continued to work with 
Government of Nunavut staff in the 
development of draft Management 
Plans for Peary Caribou.

• Board staff provided guidance 
and advice to the Inter-jurisdictional 
Co-management Wildlife Boards 
on draft Bluenose caribou herd 
Management Plans.

• The Board approved the SARA Wolffish 
Recovery Strategy and Management Plan.

• The Board approved the SARA Eskimo 
Curlew Recovery Strategy.

• The Board approved the SARA Ross’s 
Gull Recovery Strategy.

 
(m) Continue to provide guidance 
and advice on wildlife management 
and research priorities;  

• Board staff reviewed progress reports 
for all research projects previously 
funded by the NWMB and considered 
research priorities in reviewing 
new-year applications for funding.

• Subject to conditions, the Board 
approved the Northern Shrimp 
Research Foundation (NSRF) request 
to conduct a shrimp test fishery inside 
the NSA in NAFO Division 0B, and 
recommended support for the offshore 
portion of the research in 0B.

(n)  Continue to evaluate Government 
and non-government Research Funding 
Proposals, and to provide funding to 
researchers from the Nunavut Wildlife 
Research Trust and the NWMB Studies Fund;

• At the Board’s Meeting No. 46 in June 
2006, the Board approved funding 
in the amount of $42,000 for DFO’s 
Ringed Seal in Western Hudson Bay 
research project. 

• At the Board’s March 2007 meeting, 
the Board reviewed and approved 
Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust 
projects for a total of $1,197,600.00 
for the 2007-2008 fiscal year.

• At the same March 2007 meeting, 
the Board also approved NWMB 
Studies Fund Research proposals, 
for a total of $140,389.00 for the 
2007-2008 fiscal year.

 
(o) Continue to monitor relevant wildlife 
research conducted by government and 
others, through review of wildlife research 
permits and reports;

• The Board supported and encouraged 
scientific and IQ activities for the 
2007/08 International Polar Year.

• The Board heard a DFO presentation 
on the status of char research 
in the (south) Qikiqtaaluk and 
Kivalliq Regions. 

• Staff monitored wildlife research 
permits issued by government 
departments.

• Staff also reviewed progress reports 
for all research projects funded by 
the NWMB.

(p) Continue to ensure that wildlife research 
data and results from projects funded by the 
NWMB are made available to the public and 
encourage others to do likewise;

 • All wildlife research project reports 
continued to be added in a timely 
manner to the Nunavut Wildlife  
Resource Centre libraries, and made 
available for public use.
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(q)  Continue to attend consultations 
between Canada and Greenland on shared 
wildlife stocks, and continue to work with 
administrative agencies and aboriginal 
peoples from other land claims areas 
concerning shared wildlife stocks;

• The NWMB Chairperson 
(a Commissioner) participated in the 
Canada/Greenland Joint Commission 
on Narwhal and Beluga.

• The NWMB staff attended the Bathurst 
Caribou Management meetings 
in Yellowknife.  

• The NWMB staff met with the Bluenose 
Caribou Management Advisory 
Committee in both Yellowknife 
and Inuvik.

 
(r) Play an appropriate role in the 
negotiation of inter-jurisdictional wildlife 
management agreements;

• The NWMB provided detailed 
comments to the GN on its draft 
inter-jurisdictional Polar Bear 
management agreements.

(s) Continue to provide funding to the 
RWOs and HTOs;

• The NWMB provided quarterly RWO 
and HTO payments during the fiscal 
year. Those payments were delivered 
to the Nunavut Inuit Wildlife Secretariat 
(NIWS) for use by the RWOs and HTOs. 
The NIWS provides administrative 
and financial management support to 
RWOs and HTOs.

• The Board approved a contribution of 
$60,000 to the NIWS, to assist with its 
financial/administrative assistance to 
RWOs and HTOs.

(t)  Continue to communicate and work 
in cooperation with HTOs, RWOs, NTI and 
Government Departments, and with other 
institutions of public government - including 
other members of the Nunavut Marine 
Council - concerning land and resource 
management issues affecting Nunavut;

• The NWMB participated in three 
regional RWO AGMs. 

• The NWMB’s Chief Operating Officer 
was in regular contact with his 
counterparts in the other Institutions 
of Public Government

• The NWMB participated in an IPG 
round-table meeting.

(u)  Continue to work closely with 
Government and Inuit in ensuring that 
new and amended legislation affecting 
Nunavut recognizes and respects land claims 
agreements and the jurisdictions of land 
claims bodies (e.g. progress in development 
of the Nunavut Fisheries Regulations, as well 
as Regulations and Orders required pursuant 
to the territorial Wildlife Act and the federal 
Species at Risk Act);

• The NWMB conducted hearings into 
the proposed TAHs and NQLs under 
the new Nunavut Wildlife Regulations 
and Orders.

• The NWMB participated in three 
meetings of the Nunavut Regulatory 
Review Committee – composed of 
representatives from DFO, the NWMB, 
NTI, Makivik (Nunavik Inuit) and the 
GN – dedicated to the development 
of draft Nunavut Fisheries Regulations.

• The NWMB participated in an informal 
working group - composed of 
representatives from the NWMB, DFO, 
Environment Canada, Parks Canada, 
the GN, NTI and Makivik – devoted 
to drafting a protocol to harmonize 
the listing processes under the NLCA 
and SARA.

(v)  Where required by new legislation 
affecting Nunavut wildlife, commence 
implementing relevant aspects of that 
legislation (for instance, the Species at Risk 
Act, the Nunavut Wildlife Act and the Canada 
National Marine Conservation Areas Act); 

• The NWMB was actively involved 
throughout the year in the process 
of listing species under the Species 
at Risk Act, and participated in the 
development of proposed recovery 
strategies. The Board participated 
in several bi-lateral talks with Canada 
to harmonize the SARA listing process 
with the NLCA decision making process.

• Along with the GN, NTI, RWOs and 
HTOs, the NWMB worked steadily 
towards the finalization of the draft 
Wildlife Regulations and Orders 
developed pursuant to the Nunavut 
Wildlife Act.

(w)  In collaboration with the NWMB’s 
co-management partners, work towards 
finalizing a consensus view on an 
appropriate Live-Capture Policy for Nunavut;

• The NWMB Chairperson met with 
WPAC in an effort to move forward 
the process of collaboratively 
establishing a Live-Capture Policy 
for Nunavut.

(x) Continue to play an appropriate 
role in Nunavut’s fisheries development 
– participating in many forums, including 
meetings with the Government of Nunavut 
and NTI,, Baffin Fisheries Coalition meetings 
(as requested), the Federal-Provincial 
Atlantic Fisheries Council Working Group 
and the Northern Shrimp Advisory 
Committee, as well as maintaining frequent 
communications and regularly attending 
meetings with DFO officials; and

• The NWMB attended regular Fisheries 
Co-Management Partners Working 
Group meetings;

• NWMB staff attended the Northern 
Shrimp Advisory Committee 
(NSAC) meeting.
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• In collaboration with its co-management 
partners and Nunavut’s fishing 
industry, the NWMB continued 
to develop its proposed new Allocation 
Policy for Commercial Marine Fisheries.

 
(y) Maintain communications with 
relevant government departments, other 
Institutions of Public Government and Inuit 
organizations concerning global warming 
and persistent organic pollutants, as these 
issues affect Nunavut wildlife and habitat.

• NWMB staff liaised with several 
International Polar Year research 
clusters regarding climate change 
and pollution transport issues.

• The NWMB issued a public notice 
in March that it would hold a public 
hearing in April 2007 regarding the 
TAH level for the Western Hudson Bay 
polar bear population. Government 
maintains that global warming is 
having a deleterious effect on polar 
bear habitat and population numbers.

Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board 
Study Funding
The NWMB provides funding through 
the NWMB Studies Fund to support 
community based wildlife research that 
will assist NWMB in managing wildlife in 
Nunavut. In 2006/07, 5 projects, totaling 
$121,540.00* were supported. 

Gjoa Haven Hunters and 
Trappers Association 
($30,000.00)

The Role of Local Hunters in:

• Genetic Studies of Polar Bear Mating, 
Movement and Dispersal Patterns and

• Potential Bear Activities and Health 
Surveys

Alastair Franke
($30,000.00)

The Management of Arctic-nesting 
Peregrine Falcons:

•  Floater Individuals and Contaminant 
Levels in Prey Species

Clyde River HTO
($16,000.00)

Resource Assessment and Development 
of a Winter Long-line Fishery in Clyde River

Pond Inlet HTO
($15,540.00)

Resource Assessment and Development 
of a Winter Long-line Fishery in Pond Inlet

Kugluktuk Angoniatit 
Association (HTO) 
($30,000.00)

Species at risk populations monitoring: 
Grizzly bear & wolverine- Test 
of a promising method

*  We are pleased to report that all 5 of 
the above community based research 
projects were completed and all of the 
approved funding was utilized. 
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust Funding
The Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust makes funds available to 
the NWMB to support wildlife research by Government Departments 
that will assist the NWMB in managing wildlife in Nunavut. 
In 2006/07, the NWMB provided funding totalling $623.835.00* 
to support 19 projects as detailed below.

Canadian Wildlife Services
($65,000)

• Survival of the Common Eider in Nunavut

• Migration and Annual Survival of Pacific Common Eider 
(Multiyear)

Department of  
Fisheries and Oceans
($268,200)

• Ringed seals in western Hudson Bay

• Development of Arctic Char Fisheries in Southern Nunavut

• Bowhead Whale Movement and Stock Range

• Multi-species Stock Assessment Surveys of NAFO

• Killer Whale Monitoring in the Eastern Canadian Arctic

• Assessment of Seasonal Range Habitat use of Narwhal

• Assessment of Early Growth History of Arctic Char

Department of Environment (Nunavut)
($275,635)

• Estimating Peary Caribou and Muskox Numbers (Multiyear)

• Davis Strait Polar Bear Survey (Multiyear)

• Delimiting Nunavut Caribou Nuclear DNA

• The Seasonal Distribution of Mainland Caribou

• Vegetation Mapping in the Kivalliq

• Grizzly Bear Harvest Collection

• Monitoring of Qamanirjuaq Caribou

• Wolverine Carcass Collection

• Dolphin and Union Caribou

Parks Canada 
($15,000)

• Arctic and Red Foxes in a Warming North

*  Although the total amount of research projects that were 
initially approved was $623,835.00, it was estimated at 
year end that approximately $10,600 (unspent) was 
to be returned. Therefore approximately $613,235.00 
($623,835.00 - $10,600.00) was utilized for these projects. 
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Financial Statements

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

Auditor’s Report
To the Members of Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

We have audited the statement of financial position of the Nunavut 
Wildlife Management Board as at March 31, 2007, and the statements 
of operations, changes in fund balances and cash flows for the year then 
ended.  These financial statements are the responsibility of the Board’s 
management.  Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards.  Those standards require that we plan 
and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement.  An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statements.  An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made 
by the Board’s management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Nunavut Wildlife Management 
Board as at March 31, 2007 and the results of its operations and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted accounting principles.

Iqaluit, Nunavut       CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
June 8, 2007
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Statement of Operations

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

   Budget Actual Actual
   2007 2007 2006
REVENUES

  Government of Canada $5,760,628 $5,780,628 $4,360,941

  Government of Nunavut 0 0 540,000 

  Other income 0 80,072 60,387

   5,760,628 5,860,700 4,961,328

EXPENSES

 Amortization 40,000 72,351 72,019 

 Board costs 282,792 219,508 335,572 

 Communications 35,000 31,841 40,049 

 Contracted services 188,275 281,119 333,232

 Hearings 336,316 253,410 170,074 

 Insurance 15,000 13,495 14,446 

 Office expenses 30,000 42,529 32,894 

 Office rent 140,310 131,368 153,155 

 Professional fees 150,000 145,846 168,387 

 Publications and advertising 45,000 44,601 44,920 

 Workshops and meetings 25,000 125,681 25,774 

 Staff operational meetings and travel 94,225 165,435 78,512 

 Wages and benefits 1,139,870 960,134 970,785 

 Wildlife conservation education 30,000 30,443 73,892 

 Annual wildlife studies 421,858 290,144 125,466

   2,973,646 2,807,905 2,639,177  
 
DISTRIBUTIONS TO RWOs AND HTOs 2,786,982 2,786,964 3,321,877

 

TOTAL EXPENSES 5,760,628 5,594,869 5,961,054

EXCESS REVENUES (EXPENSES) $0 265,831 (999,726)
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Statement of Changes in Fund Balances

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

  Invested in 
 General Fund Capital Assets Total

   2007 2006 2007 2006 2007 2006

BALANCE, OPENING $(44,363) $968,091 $319,233 $306,505 $274,870 $1,274,596 

 Excess revenues (expenses) 265,831 (999,726) 0 0 265,831 (999,726) 
 
 Amortization 72,351 72,019 (72,351) (72,019) 0 0 
 
 Gain on disposal of assets 0 (6,597) 0 6,597 0 0 
 
 Proceeds from disposal of assets 0 18,838 0 (18,838) 0 0  
 
 Purchase of equipment (30,129) (96,988) 30,129 96,988 0 0

BALANCE, CLOSING $263,690 $(44,363) $277,011 $319,233 $540,701 $274,870 
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Statement of Financial Position

As At March 31, 2007

  2007 2006
ASSETS

CURRENT

 Cash   $414,895 $7,571 

 Accounts receivable   55,798 50,332 

 Prepaid expenses   6,418 8,687

    477,111 66,590 

EQUIPMENT (Notes 2 and 3)  277,011 319,229

    $754,122 $385,819

LIABILITIES

CURRENT

 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities   $213,421 $110,949

NET ASSETS

INVESTED IN EQUIPMENT (Notes 2 and 3)  277,011 319,233 

GENERAL FUND   263,690 (44,363)

    540,701 274,870 

    $754,122 385,819

APPROVED BY THE BOARD:

Chairperson  Chief Operating Officer
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Statement of Cash Flows

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

  2007 2006
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Excess revenues (expenses)  $265,831 $(999,726) 

 Items not requiring (providing) cash:

 Amortization  72,351 72,019

    338,182 (927,707) 

Cash provided by (used for) changes in non cash working capital:

 Accounts receivable  (5,466) 92,663  

 Prepaid expenses  2,269 1,089 

 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  102,468 (108,578)

    437,453 (942,533)

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

 Purchase of equipment  (30,129) (96,988)

 Proceeds on disposal of equipment  0 18,838 

 Gain on disposal of fixed assets  0 (6,597)

    (30,129) (84,747)

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH  407,324 (1,027,280) 

CASH, OPENING  7,571 1,034,851

CASH, CLOSING  $414,895 $7,571
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
Notes to the Financial Statements

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

1. Nature of the organization

 The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) is an 
institution of public government  established pursuant to 
An Agreement Between the Inuit of the Nunavut Settlement Area 
and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada, also known as 
the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. The NWMB is the main 
instrument of wildlife management and the main regulator 
of access to wildlife in the Nunavut Settlement Area (NSA). 
In addition, the NWMB identifies research requirements, funds 
research and carries out research in order to help maintain an 
effective system of wildlife management in the NSA. The Board 
also exercises an extensive advisory authority in the marine 
environment adjacent to the NSA. 

 The Board is exempt from income taxes under Sec. 149(1)(l) 
of the Income Tax Act.

2.Significant accounting policies

 The financial statements have been prepared by management 
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting 
principles.  The precise determination of many assets and 
liabilities is dependent on future events.  As a result, the 
preparation of financial statements for the year involves the 
use of estimates and approximations that have been made 
using careful judgement.  Actual results could differ from those 
estimates and approximations.  The financial statements have, 
in management’s opinion, been properly prepared within 
reasonable limits of materiality and within the framework 
of the accounting policies summarized below:

 (a) Revenue Recognition 
The deferral method of revenue recognition is followed.  
Revenue is recognized in the year in which the related expenses 
are incurred.

 (b) Financial Instruments 
The Board’s financial instruments consist of cash, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable and accrued liabilities. It is 
management’s opinion that the company is not exposed 
to significant interest, currency or credit risks arising from these 
financial instruments.  Unless otherwise noted, the fair value 
of these instruments approximates their carrying values.

 (c) Equipment 
Equipment is recorded at cost.  Amortization is provided 
annually at rates calculated to amortize the assets over their 
estimated useful lives as follows:

Computer Hardware  30%  declining balance
Computer Software  100%  declining balance
Translating Equipment  20%  declining balance
Office Equipment  20%  declining balance
Automotive Equipment  30% declining balance
Furniture and Fixtures  20%  declining balance
Leasehold Improvements  Straight line over the term 

    of the lease
Onehalf of annual amortization is recorded in the year
of acquisition.

3.Equipment 
 2007   2006

   Net Net  
  Accumulated Book  Book 
 Cost Amortization Value Value

Computer Hardware $240,093 $196,323 $43,770 $50,654 
Computer Software 103,578 97,217 6,361 301 
Translating Equipment 124,117 63,952 60,165 73,275 
Office Equipment 136,698 98,881 37,817 40,619 
Automotive Equipment 51,005 29,761 21,244 30,348 
Furniture and Fixtures 88,571 78,506 10,065 12,581 
Leasehold Improvements  135,711 38,122 97,589 111,451 

 $879,773 $602,762 $277,011 $319,229 

 

4. Related Party Transactions

 The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) pays for all 
overhead expenses pertaining to the operations of The Nunavut 
Wildlife Research Trust, a related party whose Trustees are also board 
members  of the NWMB. There are no interorganizational charges 
made for these services and their magnitude has not been established. 

5.Commitments

 The Board is committed to minimum annual lease payments 
under the terms of a lease agreement for its office premises 
as follows:

 2008 $ 122,724 
 2009 132,168 
 2010 132,168 
 2011 132,168 
 2012 132,168 

 The agreement expires June 30, 2013. Payments are to be 
adjusted each year for inflation as measured by the Consumer 
Price Index and after 2010, the payments will be adjusted 
to reflect the fair market rental value of the premises.

6.Operating Contribution Carry Forward

 During the fiscal year ended March 31, 2005, the Government 
of Canada budgeted funding was reduced by $758,219. During 
the fiscal year ended March 31, 2006, this funding was reduced 
by an additional $1,319,189.  These amounts totaling $2,077,408 
have been approved for carry forward to be used for approved 
programs any time up to June, 2013.
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust
Financial Statements

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

Auditor’s Report
To the Trustees of Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust

We have audited the balance sheet of the Nunavut Wildlife 
Research Trust as at March 31, 2007, and the statements 
of revenues and expenses, changes in fund balances and cash 
flows for the year then ended.  These financial statements are 
the responsibility of the Trust’s management.  Our responsibility 
is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on 
our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards.  Those standards require that 
we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements.  An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by the Trust’s 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in 
all material respects, the financial position of the Nunavut 
Wildlife Research Trust as at March 31, 2007 and the results 
of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended 
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting 
principles.

Iqaluit, Nunavut CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
May 17, 2007
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust
Statement of Revenues and Expenses

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

  2007 2006
OTHER REVENUES

 Investment income  $3,511,595 $1,010,975

EXPENSES

 Research projects   Schedule 1  605,595 706,934 

 Investment management fees  74,118 71,031 

 Professional fees  9,130 5,391

    688,843 783,356

EXCESS REVENUES (EXPENSES)  $2,822,752 $227,619

Statement of Changes in Fund Balances
For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

  2007 2006

BALANCE, BEGINNING OF YEAR  $16,561,909 $16,334,290

 Excess revenues  2,822,752 227,619

     

BALANCE, END OF YEAR  $19,384,661 $16,561,909
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust
Balance Sheet

As At March 31, 2007

  2007 2006
ASSETS
CURRENT

 Cash   $34,670 $11,994 

 Marketable securities (Note 3)  19,365,815 16,542,114 

 Accounts receivable   9,254 11,800

    $19,409,739 $16,565,908

LIABILITIES
CURRENT

 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities   $25,078 $3,999 

EQUITY
NET ASSETS  19,384,661 16,561,909

    $19,409,739 $16,565,908

Approved by the Board:

 
Trustee  Trustee
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust
Statement of Cash Flows

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

  2007 2006
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

 Excess revenues  $2,822,752 $227,619

Cash provided by (used for) changes in  
non cash working capital:

 Accounts receivable  2,546 77,600 

 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  21,079 1,325

    2,846,377 306,544

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

 Proceeds on sale of marketable securities  20,708,985 1,177,000 

 Purchases of marketable securities  (23,532,686) (1,513,520)

    (2,823,701) (336,520)

 

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH  22,676 (29,976) 

CASH, OPENING  11,994 41,970

CASH, CLOSING  $34,670 $11,994
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Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust
Notes to the Financial Statements

For The Year Ended March 31, 2007

1. Purpose And Nature Of The Organization

 In 1994, pursuant to A Contract Relating to the Implementation 
of the Nunavut Final Agreement, the Government of Canada 
provided the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) 
with a single payment of eleven million dollars for the 
establishment of a Wildlife Research Fund.  Its intended purpose 
was to provide funding for territorial and federal government 
departments to carry out wildlife research approved 
by the NWMB.

 Upon that basis, the NWMB established the Nunavut Wildlife 
Research Trust, which was designated a Registered Charity in 
1996.  Its Trustees are the members of the NWMB.  Since 1997, 
the Trust has provided an annual funding allocation, exclusively 
available to government departments.  That allocation is 
administered by the NWMB, in order to address wildlife 
research priorities as identified by the NWMB.

2. Significant Accounting Policies

 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance 
with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.  
The precise determination of many assets and liabilities is 
dependent on future events.  As a result, the preparation 
of financial statements for the year involves the use of 
estimates and approximations that have been made using 
careful judgement.  Actual results could differ from those 
estimates and approximations.  The financial statements have, 
in management’s opinion, been properly prepared within 
reasonable limits of materiality and within the framework of the 
accounting policies summarized below:

 (a) Fund Accounting

 The Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust follows the restricted fund 
method of accounting for contributions.

 (b) Financial Instruments

 The Trust’s financial instruments consist of cash, marketable 
securities, accounts receivable, accounts payable and accrued 
liabilities.  It is management’s opinion that the trust is not 
exposed to significant interest, currency or credit risks arising 
from these financial instruments.

3. Marketable Securities

 Marketable securities are valued at the lower of cost and market 
value. The investment in marketable securities is used to fund 
research. The market value of these securities at March 31, 2007 
is $19,440,739 (2006  $18,495,208).

4. Related Party Transaction

 The Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust (NWRT) receives services 
at no charge from the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, 
a related organization whose board members are also the 
Trustees of  the NWRT. The amount of these services has not 
been quantified.

5. Income Tax Status

 The Trust is exempt from income taxes under Sec. 149(1)(f) 
of the Income Tax Act.
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