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SUBMISSION TO THE

NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD

FOR

Information: X Decision:

Issue: 2010-2013 Regional Wildlife Management and Research Priorities for Nunavut
Background:

In September 2010, the Board approved changes to its policy on the “Identification of NWMB
and Regional Wildlife Management and Research Priorities for Nunavut”. As per the policy, the
priority lists identify research and management priorities separately. The research priorities
allow regions to rank research needs on a priority basis and are used by the NWMB in the
evaluation of Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust (NWRT) applications. The identification of
management priorities is meant to allow regions to rank management priorities that cannot be
addressed specifically by research.

As per the policy, the NWMB is required to hold priority workshops once every three years in
each region. NWMB staff completed the workshops in the fall/winter of 2010 and priority lists
have been finalized for the Kivallig and Baffin regions (refer to appendices). To date, the
Kitikmeot priority list has not been finalized. Wildlife section staff have attempted on numerous
occasions over the past four months to receive an update on the status of the finalization of the
list with the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board (KRWB) and the Nunavut Inuit Wildlife Secretariat
(NIWS), however no response has been received.

Recommendation:

The next step in the process as required by the policy is to send a letter to all government
departments informing them of the regional priorities. The letter will ask how the departments
intend to address the wildlife management priorities identified by communities, and request that
the Board be provided a progress report on the issue by July 31%. This process is in place to
ensure that regional priorities are being given proper consideration by government departments.

Wildlife section staff will proceed with the drafting and issuance of the letter and will further
attempt to contact the KRWB regarding the finalization of the Kitikmeot list.

Consultations: Rebecca Jeppesen, Wildlife Management Biologist, NWMB,; Lesley Farrow,
Wildlife Management Biologist;

Prepared By: Adam Schneidmiller, Wildlife Management Biologist, NWMB

Date: March 2", 2011
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Baffin Regional Wildlife Priorities 2010-2013
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Caribou: Research on recent migration routes

Peary Caribou: Develop management plan
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Peary Caribou: Population estimate
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Caribou: Complete conservation strategy
(Nunavut wide)
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Caribou: Wolf predation rates causing decline?
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Caribou: Population estimate (Baffin Island)
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Beluga: Management plan (Cumberland
Sound)

ALSTDCE oPryP>ReC
ALSTD>CPSbN*N* 0% sbD>rNADNE

Sb_ oA € D5dGsbeCsL*LC (AbOAC
[PeDNC LL SPIS_5%b™MeDC DL I<P/C
ALTDC) <L <eDAT ™M ALSTD>CE

o SPPSbeC>No ™M of

Marine Ecosystems: Research into cause of
die-offs (small fish and invertebrates) and the
effects on marine food chain
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Environmental protection from increased
marine shipping and industrial development
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Polar Bear: Population estimate (Baffin Bay)
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Polar Bear: Increase TAH (Baffin Bay)
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Arctic Char: Migration routes and timing
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Arctic Char: Explore commercial fishing
opportunities
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Arctic Char: Research on age structure - larger
fish being caught (Qikigtarjuaq)




>ARC <PIAT™L A P<

4P <a™LC / ALP<

Dsed/ Q<L

Marine Mammals: Effects of climate change /
warmer waters
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Crustaceans: Research required for
exploratory fishery (Foxe Basin, Mary River
Mining)
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Narwhal: Population estimate (Baffin Wide)

Narwhal: Management plan (Baffin Wide)
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Ringed Seals: Predation rates (e.g. by polar
bear) and the impact on populations
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Narwhal and Beluga: Follow-up with

communities regarding completion of trial
CBM System
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Ringed Seals: Research on migration and
movement
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Ringed Seals: Age structure / Productivity
(more large seals seen)
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Ringed Seals: Population estimates (suspected
decline)
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Killer whales: Population estimates
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Bowhead: Update management plan & TAH
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Killer Whales: Impacts on other marine Mo nD<NeN N> oC DGLEN N>
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Musk-ox: Identify management objectives
with communities (high arctic)
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Improved reporting of research projects and
results to communities

#5 P>°cPNJ~C Priorities
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Alien species: Effects of range expansion on

local wildlife
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Walrus: Management plan (Baffin Bay)
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Walrus: Management plan (Foxe Basin)
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Kivallig Regional Wildlife Research and Management Priorities 2010-2013

#1 oDNa® Research
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Western Hudson’s Bay and Foxe Basin Polar Bear
population assessment
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Address human-bear conflict (i.e. damage to
property, disturbance of food caches, etc.)
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Research the effects of sex-specific selection

during harvests on polar bear
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Increase quotas for Western Hudson’s Bay and
Foxe Basin Polar Bear (quotas in the Kivalliq region
are much lower than the other regions in Nunavut)
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Assess the impacts of increasing musk ox
populations on caribou
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Kivallig Region biologists for important species
(walrus, polar bear, caribou, etc.)
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Assess the impacts of disease and poor health on
caribou populations on Southampton Island
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Manage growing grizzly bear populations (increase
harvesting opportunities)

DPDAC bDAKNC> NP
Caribou population assessments
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Grizzly bear management plan - amendments to
Section 24 of the Nunavut Act needed to improve
grizzly bear management
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Research on migration of caribou incorporating IQ
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Increase quotas for narwhal for the Kivallig Region
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Increase the length of the commercial harvesting
season for arctic char
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The impact of development on caribou
populations
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Manage growing wolf populations (increase
harvesting opportunities)
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Northern Hudson's Bay narwhal population
assessment
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Studies on arctic char river and lake populations
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Greater involvement of Inuit in research
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Address concerns about the impacts of the Gulf of
Mexico oil spill on migratory birds (snow geese)
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Address inter-jurisdictional issues with Northern
Quebec
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Walrus population assessment
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International concerns regarding trade in walrus
tusks addressed through a management plan (i.e.
ivory)
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Manage growing musk ox populations
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Establish a polar bear biologist position dedicated
to the Kivalliq Region
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Develop commercial arctic char fisheries

P Po? Management
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Grizzly bear population assessment
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Musk ox population assessment
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Develop ways to incorporate |Q and science into
wildlife management and research
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Develop opportunities for sport hunts for musk ox
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Assess impacts of aerial surveys and air traffic on
wildlife
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Greater communication and cooperation between
communities and co-management partners
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More studies involving elder knowledge and 1Q
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The impact of development on health of wildlife
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Funding assistance for HTOs to educate younger
hunters on proper hunting techniques
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Assess the impact of growing wolf populations on
caribou
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Harvesting opportunities for snow geese
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Eider duck population assessment (concerns about
polar bears consuming large numbers of eggs)
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Assist communities with developing sport hunting
opportunities for walrus
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Research on migration routes of narwhal
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Assess the impacts of marine traffic on marine
mammals
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Assess the impact of sport hunts, which target
large bulls, on caribou populations




