
Distribution and abundance of 
Baffin Bay narwhals

Pierre Richard
Research Scientist, 

DFO Arctic Research, Winnipeg



Narwhal surveys August  2002- 
2004

• Design was to cover as much known or 
suspected narwhal summer habitat as 
possible 



DH-6 Twin Otter



Double-observer left and right



Estimates 2002

Eclipse Sound 
stock:
20,400

(3,300-127,500)

6,770
(3,638-11,862)

20,871
(4,805-59,157)

Total Somerset 
Island Stock:

27,656
(9,080-66,061)



Estimates 2003

East Baffin stock:
10,073

(5,333-17,474)

Admiralty Inlet stock
5,362

(1,920-12,199



Barrow Strait 2,925
(1,140-6,270)

Eclipse Sound 20,225
(9,471-37,096

Admiralty Inlet: 2,200
(900-5,400)

Estimates 2004



1996 survey estimates

Total Somerset Island 
Stock in 1996:

45,358
(23,397-87,932



Tima
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