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The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or
Board) is an Institution of Public Government formed under
the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA). The NWMB
plays a lead role in managing Nunavut’s wildlife, and is
dedicated to providing equal representation to both Inuit
and government. The NWMB and its co-managers work
together to combine the knowledge and understanding of
wildlife managers, users, and the public to make decisions

concerning wildlife management in Nunavut.
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The NWMB aims to conserve wildlife and their habitat for
the long-term benefit of all Nunavummiut while respecting
Inuit harvesting rights and priorities.
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Conserving wildlife through the
application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit (IQ)
and scientific knowledge
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Responsibilities of the NWMB

The Board is responsible for establishing, modifying or
removing limits on the amount of a stock or population of
wildlife able to be lawfully harvested (total allowable harvest),
determining the level of harvesting by Inuit required to meet
their basic needs (as calculated by formulas set out in the
NLCA), and making decisions concerning other harvesting

restrictions (non-quota limitations).

The NWMB approves the establishment, disestablishment, and
changes to boundaries of conservation areas, and provides
recommendations regarding planning in areas of high

biological productivity.

The Board also approves plans for the management,
classification, and/or protection of wildlife and their habitat,
and approves the designation of rare, threatened, and

endangered species.
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Select Achievements & Initiatives

« The establishment of the Nunavut Wildlife Research
Trust and the Nunavut Wildlife Studies Fund to assist with
funding government and Inuit-directed wildlife research
initiatives respectively;

o The completion and publication of the “Inuit Bowhead
Knowledge Study” and “A Study of Inuit Knowledge of
the Southeast Baffin Beluga”;

o The Nunavut Wildlife Harvest Study, a five year project
aimed at collecting harvest data to ensure that the first
allocation from any total allowable harvest will be to Inuit
basic needs levels;

« Development of a Fisheries Allocation Policy, and
the annual allocation of turbot and shrimp quotas to
Nunavut fishers;

o Coordinating our activities with Nunavut’s 27 community-
based Hunters’ and Trappers’ Associations and three
Regional Wildlife Organizations, Nunavut Tunngavik
Incorporated, Nunavut Inuit Wildlife Secretariat, and
various federal and territorial governmental agencies and
management boards;

o Increasing awareness of wild species and their habitats,
wildlife management, and conservation issues in Nunavut

through the NWMB’s Conservation Education Initiatives;

o Ensuring that wildlife research data, NWMB decisions,
and results from projects funded by the NWMB are made
available to the public; and

» Promoting the inclusion of both IQ and modern science

in all aspects of wildlife management.




