Killer Whale Research summer 2021 in Pond Inlet Nunavut

The research for Killer Whales. Genetic identifying through biopsy, abundance counting in the region
and photography including satellite tagging.

Research and field trip August 28" 2021 to September 29" 2021.

The research team consisted of 4 Pond Inlet local Inuit. Boat captain, captain assistant/photographer,
and two biopsy and note takers. Enookie Inuarak, Daniel Inutik, Jonathan Innuaraq, Tyson Angnetsiak.

Summer 2021 was not as successful as 2020 summer. Only one small group of Killer Whales were
spotted for a whole month, but did not biopsy or tag them, only took photos of them. In one month we
spotted a group of 4 killer whales that went to Eclipse sound and Milne Inlet. The reason why we did not
biopsy or tag them because when we got to them they started hunting Narwhals and we did not want to
interrupt their hunting so we went to shore. After a while we went to look for them again but could not
find them anymore.

Summer 2021, we had to be on standby waiting for Orca’s more out on the land as the VHF repeaters in
Pond Inlet were not working properly. So, we had difficult communicating with local hunters in different
areas of Pond Inlet. We end up travelling more and setting up camps where we had to set up look out
areas with strong spotting scopes. For those days we were out on the land 17 days in hopes of seeing
Killer Whales, other standby days were in Pond Inlet. But summer 2021 there was hardly any Narwhals,
so our guess was that Killer Whales didn’t come to Eclipse Sound as much as other years.

Three main camps we set up were, Eclipse Sound (Saatu), Milne Inlet (Upingivik), and Navy Board
(Qilaaq)

In conclusion, Arctic Bay people were reporting seeing Killer whales constantly in Admiralty Inlet during
summer 2021, where Narwhal abundance was.
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Send to: Steve Ferguson, DFO, 501 University Crescent, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2N6
ph: 204-983-5057; Fax: 204-984-2403; email: oca@dfo-mpo.gc.ca



