0a. 2T DPLIc PSS bNLAMNC
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT™ DLIST? QvdNMod IDSNCBo™C ADAS SHBALoDHME ALl SBBASSNLLAC SbbaLa™re
Tammagqtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit qaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
-t L Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

DDA~ 3, 2012

Ace<aD® AC P=<

Mo ANeANS

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere
10 SA™C DAd®, 28 aN™
LNDo, dA<

K1A OH3

Me"C PL™©

A5k 00 DT BLIcARRAE bALRATC AALEDNME AALPY 1€ NNSCHo o <Ce N
BLAS (DPDICOM (o) ALADSM BLIE AAL 50 DO 4GS LRL™D%Hd e AL ¥ioC
4Ca IO 0¢ LebNa®

1. PLecAMNAC AALDPNMS

DL <o 11, 2012, 00> BLYcAPNAS bNLMYC (BLEYcAMSNAC B 5%6C bNLMC)
bNLePLC A% e, 0a>T bLM M DR NN®HNJS & NPadS AN AALPSS
NNSCP o™ QN BLAS (PPDSCOIT (PSor) ALADLMC BLRC AAL 5% D¢ qCU°
LLL™Db e BL~0C ICa D Dot LLNG® bNLAS 4 PN% DD Bdo™l AR>S LN

(1) "GPCL2% AL* BPL~NArNIC N AALLET NN CPo-Y ot I N
BLAC (PPPCOIT (Fo) ANl a5 asa “Y A NNSCH<C AL*
AAL 5% IS

THA—CCp® JPCP>® AL® _1'>L Nenr NIC Do ot AL TPBCenrrC bL 951
bLAKbo T BPUMC PP Y G bLEDS

(2) "IPCPD® ALt PL~Nens NS DedhoNt AL TPCenArC BOALIY I
Ab S I (P 0 PP Not Do s Potb" s/t PL <A <o
P BT~ AN PO

Bdd INNPINS BLESAPNAY AALDPNMo LSS Ac Mo 314 D4 NN*C DPAL ‘bf?ﬂfﬁ(
LALNTE o e AR CPo Y0t ACHSNADS Ponda DI O G oY= FPnrC PLYC ICC
_oa_)"ff___oa_%’nf‘ e d’"f“b;’?f’.ff?f Lo NNSCPae BLNC ICa DO ICJC PL~6C

ICa D Do LLNe® (DPPLBNMING).

2. PLNceAMN NN*BNE & NP C boA e o™

ARNeARE ba (T - ball PLIcAMN dore PLC AALICNT AALDPIC AT AALPSS
NNSCD NS AN BLAS (BPDICON (PSor) ALADSME DL AAL 5% DO €U AL VioC
ICa D06 LlNI® (ACa M Denb) Pdotl PLYcAP R BLe NP*AA 12, 2011
PLcAMNAC DA% PNP DI DotbeDPLKC bLIMES bLHCP<C L detbA™HN:

NNsbed=e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379
ASBOAS, pa 2 X0A OHD Igaluit, NU XO0A OHO Igaluit, NU X0A OHO
BSbe BN™L: (867) 975-7300 Hivajaut: (867) 975-7300 Telephone (867) 975-7300

~bc1bd: (867) 975-7320 Hivajaut: (867) 975-7320 Telephone (867) 975-7320



Prdelo® DNNPITE AL AALPYS NNSGCPo M BRo LYY 7, 2012, AALJCON® <L )
PLdcnPNdo 4DDC NN®*BE PPdIA @S¢ DA% PP 4 NP NNSPL‘A e DR bNLMC
BINDHC A tbBLIAMS (www.nwmb.com). NNSPL<cC Potbot ACh D*O% NPN-J
LA 7 doPPLU\PIAc* ac ‘NP T* bLB(P<o*, ALLS LRL"d® 0a>T Acn‘d™MS
deNARS, 0adS UMAY NP PPt DLQrmF-C bNLMS, 4o NS QL5 PP <iNS
Arere (ddaADenrs), DRS¢ PPdIA e

3. aosa™MJNS AL 4ALINS bLrye

ACH= " o¢ PP*<NC NN*bNJC & NP5, DLEAMNAC PP IDN: Preec P>
N D~ot oM Anrend o NN LM AL bbrbc DR S ALTDPCenrC ba (T
(ALTDCenrd) INPNDBAD oM dPAASNE AALeP "ot ALV PCendc blLebLC
INABGAL T dYaDearot <L 4IDN' Pdelo® bNLNY oScb oS g R W

Ab 5% LYY 2011, <L dor’ oMt aAarNe® Cdo™ INADS AL o PLYAM NS
PN*o A‘r:\.r.— 2011.  aA&aPN bLBCPNC oA I o 4> D5 PHCC CAbor
AL P Conr® DNADBA ™M o Ac PP rPL2C Pdo™ NN®bo® ALADSMC PAJM A

4. oM Anrart ARNMC a saAPo ¢ ALY AAL 5%a ¢

LeOre DoPLa™C 4Ca Dl DenbNg, NNSCH<KC ALS "AAL 5% D I**ADLE Ldd BL~C
' Ponda I A andb<C BPCH S oYU Pnbb st BLNC AN 5Nt bNFL <S¢
PL~NoC boActo¥C 4L a5aACE PondarS" A< 54D Ddo™ bNALMGEC
bLM> ¢ boAcio* o oAt DL ball” (_nq'JC“qurxkrn.F‘C) aoa AP 6t Ldo™
LN DPLAS (PPBSCOT (Pio) ALAD S AAL5%a D¢ CALY asa AFSCBLALC
oM AN enrt PIrRIN e AL boAco M of Dotbo alAdaPL>C ALY

ol /| ACHDo* aoaAPBPNS  PPDCIT (o ACHDC ALAMALC AMAS, TPENAC
NAJQ O QN DLAS  ofdo PPCLHS,  AMdoe  DP<OA“aDMDo (P (Db,
BT o® Lo CAbber® (Po) (tdd dC™OC Paot  ACHDC Dot (Fo NS
AT MR Lda*™MC CabT AP Dot <l Dot A

ACHIC b oA  sdia™C > 7o S PC JNGNat ACHLE BBPNCBLLLC CAL™™C
=L, MAPRJINDATa A DPb*e- CAbor  a.aA'PPLYC  (dFDboDC BBMNCBNTLMC
LMD DSPLS® dd"™o 1957-1962 <L L¥abPo® MNBRING BDELMC ALATHLANEC
500 (>60 ¢CMD) <L 10,000 (>25 =™ 2003r. L€ NDN*  BbMNSeP €
asa AV PIMOC QP pSLMC A Ao e (A}L‘b A_DAL\LrQ'"L—“L%LC] ddoPoct 40 <H9US
ACCD®, DPSADCDOIN Dda ™™ db ¢ bNLre* (Abos Anc 2006 PIirdePoNe
BORNPNGt, oM Anrar Pbhe DD ALY AAL 52D a5a ASCDLC D™ MADB LS AChHDS
AoAN—LC <L M.C aoa APl ddc A%t PR5%¢C boA" SALAC AAL 5%
a. oa AN D™MADDC AALSINet 4AlMAg DL ¢ asaAbdCo® <5 PosadarNot
Cdo™ ACHD S P sadaDd —P(BJ D PC5 ¢ 0P (DJ™a D"

Lo AP o AP o aNPNe® DBPLIDMO®, PPdo Dotb® asaAYSS
A AT PLPETS  A%UPN0® Abo'od<)® (L"a: ALY  oac™0® <Alo
BEMNPNC CAL™ME 1960¢ o 5a ASPPL~C BPLAS AFAdPLC ALAKOrS

ACHPDC A5 BPoada?Ns dMeKC PoadalPNS Dbt AbL oD AL oacS
a5 AL (L%a  AALS"and™. M GPC AALPZDSOC ANDLAD LA DMS,
ACCD®, ADAPNYS ERPPINS AMde (PSo 4SS BINCia™C 7o Mo ALSe ACHS<AD®,
CALA'LS ACHDOE PPN <AKNCPePa D dLs APHP I SNt oMot

LHBALPdet Cdd aAaPNS ACH™POC DNGNot bodA™a® DL<o "ot



5. AcPNPo™MC AoA® bDPLZIBMC bLM>b 5o AALM>ot NG ot
9Nt DLAC ALADMC DL AAL 5%a ¢

A<nc 20066, WP P> bNLre® PNNY DO Qc Nt PlLiat PIrep-pid=_ore
oNHAlrenr ot L o APNNDIN:, P2 °c® ACH* M HALS AcPNCDo Mot & 1LOMr
©0a.%%*'-d® ADFMIBIC BDPLo M. DLV 4Ca D Do Ll NI® AcKNPLS At
AP bPALoC 0a $%6°cd ba (T AALIAPI<4BLC PlPo0 a <t PLYC

Ponda D P LYNC IPAAS <o o DN o0 PASINALA I bLIAP ot
7" odn 20111, PL<eAmiR4C NNS PO [o"CIC AL IP9DNe PrandPNo* bo*
oCNALRNC LY AnFeart PIPINY "0 Lo boA—a* ™ of Potbot 201012
LMoL C CLSAT™M.  BPL<enAdS<4C a5a A DT NN*bo AL* CAbo o “cPDPL~I
bNLoT e 64 d'Ls 65 oac™sc dUatdcnrt <D™ 4L Abo e asa APNAMC
ACHH o d™ NASAD G C™N° Plio® PPCLT. AN Lo (LYo DNGRet ACH™™ 5P,
PLRAP N D DD At NNFDPo "¢ bLIB'o® b<dad ALTPConrt
AcnbNoc DM e oac s ALALSN INGKb oSo® ACHLMC 4P NASADSC
PPCST. ALTPeCArS bLIYBe P oacc® Al dWadento® INADLAIDN®
AP AALPYC NNSSCH o™ CAbo LS 2011

6. NS> BPLNeAr<Nd AALDPPNM oS

aaACC APSCPNC bNLAS AALDPNMof DJAuDS

. PC ACHDC boA“SALMC <L AP Co™™0¢ INGRAS Qe Nt BLASe (>P>SCOr
(Pio) A<NBIA LC AMAA"a e (PSob, bNLAC AALNC AALDPC NNSCH N Cdd
ALAD M AAL5%a D¢ LY PP LOALE AL atllo, ALdDr™® ACHN aJ
BPPLAT® ACH b LM 4P ot (Piot PPCLSMT ™Mt DLe"ob.  bNLAC
CAL™LC AAL 5JNBA Y MLC AL ACH™ M LALE AALPY Do Mo ADPI% S
obrLeC bLMZC PMPoT ACHDo® ALADTSM AAL 5% DS

2

ERDIPOM ACH'e L DLIBNMot onAWUe Mt ANt BLAS Btb%e 4L
P> DL (Abo AALMYDIA?. AL 5SS APD 5dend C DbSo
AALP Y DA™ Do, SDALEDLACE™ CAL (PD¢ Ao oI, <L
PHCPLE® Arn PP ALAC SIS BLAS (P ACHPCBIABLS BDMNtho-i e
Ab5 o> ™ of 4 PN (Lo,

7. ArAPNC

AALP M AL%a Nt DB DNGRAS QL APRCPRS bLer}F‘“‘dﬂc MPLEM S

NNSCP g "Nt PLAS (_DPD*C“:)F Cr’_qc*) ALAD LMY AAL LS D 4L ddpde
BEANPL oI oM ACHIC ol e M PPECLT (Fiom, ALCD® DotbDr/aofc

A S oD o ¢AP D DoPe.  DLAenPRAC o PD"PDC Cdo™ AlLPPNet Lo
Dedro® A5 C Mo C Lol 00 2T 0adNCo 1 A*HNMINS At 5.3.17 <o
Ac™ 3.14 Bdd JPALBNMJNE,

P2 o Aabeart PIRINYS 4l boAcio ™ o8 Dotb S A“LMC Nt BLAC ACbe PO*
20031,



o)A a® AATINNHPAS DL ¢ AAL SINBPAS A“SPC Bdd AALBPAC Qs <
NP Db P BLIcAMNKE, N BPMLCACo-4- PNt bALSC

Ac*0% Al

v

Lar 4 Pq®
AV P PbATD* PLo
0a 2 PLEcAMS<d4C bNLpAe

A%CE P d“AD_LC. FoCE¢ ALTCenis, LLL*d® ba (T; )
>od > JPIQANY R, AN, ba(l, bl PlAca R4
APAt b, DPBICIC ba"a Mo IPILNY™, ALTDCenrt ball;
P (B, PPPICDC ba"a ™Mo IPUANYEPbA D%, ALTPCArt ba (T



PAJM A: aA&PNS BLBCPY® BoAc™JP/Mof BLIcArRAS NNPBNS & NP o
Aol AALPYS NNSCB™S <Nt BLAS (BPDSCOM CPSor) ALADSJE DL AAL 5% D¢
4CUC LELD%H e ALV 9Ca M D06 Ll NI®

1. bLBC>RE oA <
dNeARE ba (T
[ 4€NendS, DNADSADe T (ot ALTPCond, AALSS NNSCho ot <C NP
BLAS  (DPDSCOT (%)  ALADLMS DL AL 40U L% e ALoC
ICa I Do Ll NI* [4Ca D Dn P19,

Bda AN L5 [PedNS ACC (4o D)

NNSPL<et Dotbo?t ACH DO Pl <dendi<«C AN®*bNJC a.c N 0. Ao ADennt
b oAMIAME Lo APRNYE AXC DR ALTDCnr® DNADS AL (drPJd aDC PRo
aoaAFDC 1. 200410, d¥adenrt d'Ls oadcot PPRCNEAY, <D Lo Abs o
Ab< D DML NNSC> Il "

LRL"dS 00 2T Acn'@AMS dNcAPS, 002 DAY NCE (D" AT, PPRC T DL <denie
bALAM'S, Lo P'dIA"a AS PN S

NNSPLo® Dotbo® AcP™ O DLAPNAS NN*BNIC o NP0
2. BDAEC ALTDCenr INABIAL Mt
asaAFXDC I B INADAL e o ALTDCnr® ba(l LS 2011

oa /NP o_oP = LJPMC AP C b oA LI o

dLP* 4o dnr (Abo o) oA OC A oAt ALALAMLLC o ACH9C
ALAD = ros CL*do™; ACHSC
0% D> OC

<o d¥WaAdenrt Ab~<DAME)C AoAS ALAALAKM O CALADGY, Cd* MO

a5 JNe* AoANLQ —<dLMG AALSS
ArArQe CFC BLBDS  SOUEDLD= oS
PLAS CL*dao o 4P e Cr*

NP e
LLLY"® 00 2T - Acn'd\MS© AbDMEOC PPN b NI Acbe P OC
4NN oab*bicd® APFILYdC BPPLM o PC
ol BN LA INGENEBTDY;

APRPNIA® Ao (P Lo CabT
ACHDet PO a5aACo; AbrS
Lo PabbNIC dDACME AWa Ao C
LARN BDFLa D% PPdoe Ab<D DS
dPAD oot D Pol <adNC Lo
BORNPAG AR ALE BLAS Cdao (Fio

AALPSDYLMLC NNS DT Prdo
WM DM O* (Pio AALIMYo- Pl d™ S
P SRA*T DL~denos S Ab<550¢ AP Pot e <Sa JN* AAJAICBLEOC
Pa DB bANS - ba (T ACHDE e BNt o< MG

ACH*ALZD® AN BDANIS ACHDC
SRRt NS dPPLE LTa
ALAPIA"ande® DPL0C L5 AChDC
D Po™* ¢ Cd*aCot




Minister of the Environment Ministre de 'Environnement

NOV 3 0 2012 Ottawa, naa1A OH3

Lar ADecsps®
ASIRPCDHAQ SbISb

02T DPLICANIC bNLINC
NNSbso-<sé\ 1379

ASHOAS 0a.2¢ X0A OHO

MC AP o™

sdyal™® NNGCDGAC <PIAA 3-UN<5d, DBPIAHN 0a D DLICANNIC
bNLNY® o€ YDA YDIo® APLDPNNYLY g bNLAC
APLPNCPHRLo ™ 0 AcyDo Nt DPPeCseIl C/Sg g™ ¢

L NPYY oGO DN DUAS, AP O ALLSCDoSRC>aSIC AcyDoNe
LbCDaP* 0 SLVAC Don<da. Il o %0 LLAS DWSPAYLC™>A bNLae
ABY®AA/L PG e g Ac YDSINT TP Codo™L ¢ NP Yo SseC>Ya® DLSa®
NNSbib®I ot 1-¢ LclSa Dot AcyD<eDo®,

IPPoSANNc DA d ToCrLE ASbocnosdt CnbSTDConrbdo®D,
PPNNC™KS SboAc Lsdyrd <o <DcSdrodseA*L To"CAC bNLa(*.0¢
CAbI NP Y GeC D> DULAC (DPDSeC®IIT CPSaea™ ) AcyD>Sd*™ N oNe
NNSbENe ot 1D 0 SLVAC Pon<a Moo Ll oS D*LADHN®
0a 2T DL bNLMN® o¢ IDcSd<UP/LSC,

POLC CPIa > beYSdroslt AcnsbNP v eartasoN®o® Lo |

DPY oS0\ bbCPa o T 0a D DL RLedt bNLM o,
b NSdron7G atLM7P>da so>%.

AC P<¢, ba.C¢ [o™CAC bNLASRL M g,
LcbeDNDsbCs ba C¢

gravegt: g PeCDYLYS DS J) ba CUC T CAS bNLANRY g,
LcLeDseND>sbCse ba C ¢

T

Canad"'

Eoologa" Fapec / Pagier EcoLogo*



02T DLIcnA<C bNLaNC
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT™ DL IdNNoJ 4NCHa*MC ApAC SbPALTDHMC A5 SBBANNLLAC Sb>ALo™MC
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit qaujimajatugangillu ilinimaniillu ilitguhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

October 3™ 2012

The Honourable Peter Kent
Minister of Environment

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiére
10 Wellington Street, 28th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec

K1A OH3

Dear Minister Kent:

Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decision on the proposed listing of Atlantic
cod (Arctic Lakes population) as a species of Special Concern under the federal
Species at Risk Act

1. THE NWMB DECISION

On June 11" 2012, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) met in lgaluit,
Nunavut to consider the results of a written hearing on the proposed listing of Atlantic cod
(Arctic Lakes population) as a species of Special Concern under the federal Species at Risk
Act. The Board passed the following resolutions:

(1) “RESOLVED that the NWMB decline to approve the proposed listing of Atlantic Cod
(Arctic Lakes population) due to insufficient evidence for the listing of Special
Concemn.”

‘FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB recommend that DFO conduct further
research into the number of Baffin Region lakes with Atlantic Cod.”

(2) "RESOLVED that the NWMB recommend the DFQO investigate the fishing pressure at
Ogac Lake and report back to the NWMB at the earliest reasonable opportunity.”

This notification of the NWMB decision is in accordance with subsection 3.14 of the
Memorandum of Understanding to Harmonize the Designation of Rare, Threatened and
Endangered Species Under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and the Listing of Wildlife
Species at Risk Under the Species at Risk Act (Memorandum).

NNsbeds 1379 Titiqqap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379 1
ABSAC, 50 ¢ XA OHO Iqaluit, NU X0A OHO Iqaluit, NU X0A OHO
Db >NL: (867) 975-7300 Hivajaut: (867) 975-7300 Telephone (867) 975-7300
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2. NWMB WRITTEN HEARING BACKGROUND

Environment Canada — Canadian Wildlife Service (EC — CWS) submitted a proposal for
decision on the proposed listing of Atlantic cod (Arctic Lakes populations) as Special Concern
under the Species at Risk Act (SARA) to the NWMB on December 12" 2011. The NWMB
invited submissions from relevant parties and issued a public notice of the proposed listing on
March 7" 2012. The proposal and NWMB relevant documents are publicly available on the
hearing registry on the Board’'s website (www.nwmb.com). No written submissions were
received by the May 7™ deadline from the hearing parties, i.e. Government of Nunavut
Department of Environment, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated, Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board,
Hunter and Trappers Organizations (HTOs), or the general public.

3. EVIDENCE AND ARGUMENTS CONSIDERED

Given the lack of response to the written hearing, the NWMB carefully reviewed the reasons for
the COSEWIC listing and the results of the Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) consultations
in making its decision. DFO conducted consultations with HTOs and held public meetings in
Pangnirtung and Igaluit in March 2011, and submitted a summary of these consultations to the
NWMB in mid-April 2011. A brief summary of party positions and key points made during the
DFO consultations is attached to this letter in Appendix A.

4. COSEWIC’S REASONS FOR ITS DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL CONCERN

Pursuant to the terms of SARA, a listing of “Special Concern” is justified when a wildlife species
“...may become a threatened or an endangered species because of a combination of biological
characteristics and identified threats.” The main reasons for the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada's (COSEWIC's) designation of Atlantic Cod (Arctic Lakes
population) as Special Concern as outlined in the COSEWIC assessment and status report are
briefly summarized as follows":

Distribution / Population Identification: The Arctic Lakes population consists of three, small
landlocked populations of Atlantic Cod on southern Baffin Island, in three isolated lakes (Ogac,
Qasigialiminia, and Tariujarusiq Lakes) which are largely separated from the coastal
environment. The populations in each of the lakes have high levels of genetic isolation from
marine stocks and from each other.

! Note: this summary does not contain information on general species biology.



Population size and trend: There is limited information as no assessments are done on a
consistent basis. The only estimates are for Ogac Lake in which a mark-recapture study was
conducted between 1957-1962 and a recent estimate estimated the number of individuals at
500 (»>60 cm) and 10,000 (>25cm) in 2003. The two studies did not indicate a change in
abundance (e.g. decline) over a period of over 40 years. Additionally, after being requested by
the Governor in Council in April 2006 to review the assessment, COSEWIC emphasized that
Special Concern designations are not necessarily based on whether the population is declining
at a certain rate or to a certain level. The Special Concern designation is based on concern that
a variety of biological characteristics and threats may make the population susceptible to
becoming threatened or endangered.

Harvest: No specific harvest data is noted, however the report indicates that increased angling
pressure has been identified as a concern by locals and studies conducted since the 1960s
have indicated that cod are easy to capture.

Limiting factors and threats: The major identified threat for Ogac Lake is fishing pressure and
locals have identified it as a concern. Other lakes are not believed to be under pressure. In
addition, the genetic differentiation among the three lakes is quite large, and exchange with the
coastal environment is rare. Therefore the populations are likely very susceptible to disturbance
and unlikely to be rescued from neighbouring locations.

5. THE INCLUSION OF INUIT QAUJIMAJATUQANGIT IN CONSIDERING THE
PROPOSED LISTING OF ATLANTIC COD AS A SPECIES OF SPECIAL
CONCERN

In April 2006, the Governor in Council referred the Atlantic cod assessment back to COSEWIC
for two reasons, one of which was the lack of inclusion of adequate Aboriginal Traditional
Knowledge. The Species at Risk Act recognizes that the traditional knowledge of Aboriginal
peoples of Canada should be considered in the assessment of which species may be at risk in
developing and implementing recovery measures. In January 2011, the NWMB wrote to the
Minister and requested clarification on how updates to the COSEWIC assessment and status
report in 2010% had addressed this issue. The NWMB also indicated in the letter that at its
Regular Meetings 64 and 65, local HTO members from Pangnirtung and Iqaluit indicated that
there were additional landlocked populations of Atlantic Cod on Baffin Island. Because of this
information gap, the NWMB recommended that the listing process not proceed until DFO works
with local communities to obtain more information on the existence of additional landlocked
populations on Baffin Island. DFO conducted community and HTO consultations on the
proposed listings in March 2011.

* The first COSEWIC assessment and status report for Atlantic Cod was in 2003.



6. REASONS FOR THE NWMB DECISION

The specific reasons for the Board's decisions are as follows:

1. With the minimal population size and trend information for Atlantic cod (Arctic Lakes
population) being limited to only three lakes, the Board sees a decision to list this
population as Special Concern at this time as being premature and unadvisable,
especially without investigation of additional lakes in the Baffin Region for Atlantic cod.
The Board also has ongoing concerns regarding the lack consideration of traditional
knowledge considered in the assessment of the population as Special Concern.

2. The special case of cannibalistic Atlantic Cod in Ogac Lake and the distinct ecosystem
there must be considered. The concern over fishing pressure in Ogac Lake given its
relative accessibility, the interest in this lake from fishers, and the noted ease of capture
of the fish in the lake warrants additional investigation into fishing pressure at this
location.

7. CONCLUSION

Taking all of the stated information and reasons into account, the NWMB declines to approve
listing the Atlantic Cod (Arctic Lakes population) as Special Concern and recommends
additional research into population distribution in Baffin Island lakes, as well as reporting on
fishing pressure at Ogac Lake. The NWMB forwards these decisions and recommendations to
you, Mr. Minister, pursuant to the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement S. 5.3.17 and subsection
3.14 of the Memorandum.

Should you have any questions or concerns with respect to this decision or the reasons
provided by the NWMB, please do not hesitate to contact the Board.

Yours sincerely,

Y /4 /%/é/&;f/

Manasie Audlakiak
Acting Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

cc. Hon. Keith Ashfield, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, Government of Canada;
Virginia Poter, Director General, Environment Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service;
Eric Kan, Eastern Arctic Area-Director, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Larry Dow, A/Eastern Arctic Area-Director, Fisheries and Oceans Canada



Appendix A: Summary of party positions in the NWMB’s written hearing on the proposed
listing of Atlantic cod (Arctic Lakes population) as a species of Special Concern under
the federal Species at Risk Act

1. Party Positions

Environment Canada

The Minister of Environment, in consultation with the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, is
considering listing Atlantic Cod (Arctic Lakes population) as a species of Special Concern under
the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA).

Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTO):

No written submissions were received through the NWMB's written hearing. The HTOs positions
and reasons for positions obtained from DFQO’s consultations can be found in Table 1. In 2004,
HTOs and community groups in Qikigtarjuag, Pangnirtung and Iqaluit also did not support the
listing.

Government of Nunavut Department of Environment, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI).
Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board (QWB), and public responses:
No written submissions were received through the NWMB's written hearing.

2. Results of DFO Consultations

Table 1: Results of consultations by Fisheries and Oceans Canada in March 2011

Community/Organization Position Reasons for position

Amarug HTO (lqaluit) No position Inuit rarely fish the lakes; populations have little
direct importance to them; do not want populations
to disappear.

Pangnirtung HTO Not in support | Inuit rarely harvest these fish; do not see evidence
of declines; believe there are many more lakes
with fish in them; not necessary to protect cod in
these lakes while other lakes would not be

protected.
Government of Nunavut- Not in support | Re-assessment did not include Aboriginal
Department of Environment Traditional Knowledge; little new scientific

information; only change being the separation of
lake and marine populations in different
designated units; social and economic impacts of
harvest restrictions unknown; however did support
development of management plan and research;
questioned why cod from these lakes are
considered for listing but no other similar lakes
which are believed to contain cod.

World Wildlife Fund-Canada | In support Management plan would ensure that the
populations are managed sustainably; would
provide an opportunity to study natural processes;
populations have a distinct genetic structure which
may be important to species and system
adaptation prospects.
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Oftawa, Canada K1A OH3

NOV 3 O 2012

Mr. Manasie Audlakiak

Acting Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O. Box 1379

lqaluit NU X0A 0OHO

Dear Mr. Audlakiak:

Thank you for your correspondence of October 3, 2012, in which you present the
Munavut Wildlife Management Board's initial decision on the proposed listing of
the Arctic Lakes population of Atlantic cod as a species of special concern under
the Species at Risk Act (SARA). | note that the Board does not support adding
this population of Atlantic cod species to Schedule 1 to the Act.

Further to consultation with the Acting Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, | accept
your position and will recommend to the Governor in Council that the Arctic
|akes population of Atlantic cod not be added to Schedule 1 to SARA on the
basis of the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board's recommendation.

| look forward to continued collaboration and consultation with the Board. Please
accept my best wishes.

Sincerely, K:ﬁ —(

The Honourahle Peter Kent, P.C., M.P.

c.c.. Ms. Rebecca Jeppesen, Director of Wildlife Management, Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board

Canada
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