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September 16, 2020

The Honourable Bernadette Jordan

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard
15t Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Jordan:
Re: NWMB Recommendations Regarding the Total Allowable Catch Levels and

Distribution for Greenland Halibut in Subarea 0 for the 2021 and 2022 Fishing
Seasons

| NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board's (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting on
September 2, 2020 (RM003-2020), Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO or Department)
requested the NWMB to provide recommendations on:

1. The Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization (NAFO) Subarea 0 for Greenland halibut for the 2021 and
2022 fishing seasons;

2. The distribution of the TAC between NAFO Divisions 0A and 0B; and
3. The allocation of TAC between fleet interests in NAFO Divisions OA and OB.

At the NWMB's In-Camera Meeting on September 3, 2020 (IC003-2020), the Board
considered your Deparment’s submission, along with the advice from the Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Scientific Council and input from the Nunavut
Fisheries Association, and made the following recommendations:

RESOLVED that the NWMB recommends that the Total Allowable Catch
levels for Greenland halibut (turbot) increase by 5% (909.25 t), which
brings the total allowable catch total to 19,094.25 t for NAFO Subarea 0,
for the 2021 and 2022 fishing seasons.

RESOLVED that the NWMB recommends that the increase of 909.25 t in
the Total Allowable Catch for for Greenland halibut (turbot) in Subarea 0
be allocated 50% to 0A (454.625 t) and 50% to 0B (454.625 t), resulting in
a total of 10,047.125 t for OA and 9,047.125 t for OB.
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RESOLVED that the NWMB recommends that 100% of the recommended
Total Allowable Catch increase in the Division OA be allocated to Nunavut
and that 90% of the recommended Total Allowable Catch increase in
Division 0B be allocated to Nunavut.

| Reasons for NWMB Decision

In reaching these recommendations, the NWMB considered the submission from your
Department, your Department's consultation with industry, the advice from the NAFO
Scientific Council, and input from the Nunavut Fisheries Association.

Total Allowable Catch for Greenland Halibut in Subarea 0

In reaching its recommendation to increase the TAC by 5%, the Board considered that
the NAFO Scientific Council advised that there is a low risk of Greenland halibut in
Subarea 0 and 1 being below Biim if the TAC remains at 36,370 t for 2021 and 2022. The
NAFO Scientific Council also advised that a quantitative assessment of risks to the stock
at various TAC levels cannot be provided due to limited stock data but stated that
differences in the TAC of up to 5% are unlikely to pose a risk to the stock at this time,
although systemic exceedances of the TAC may not be sustainable in the medium-to-
long term.

The Board also took into consideration feedback it received from the NFA concerning
the level of the TAC for the 2021 and 2022 fishing season. The NFA recommended a
5% increase in the TAC, arguing that an increase of 5% is unlikely to pose a risk to the
stock and will have a significant positive economic benefit for Nunavut fishing
enterprises and communities. Moreover, the NFA expressed that the three-year gap in
the annual multi-species survey may impact the TAC advice in the future beyond 2022
and, therefore, a small increase at this time is appropriate.

Distribution of the Total Allowable Catch between Divisions OA and 0B

For the distribution of the TAC between Divisions OA and 0B, the Board considered the
position of your Department, the feedback from the Nunavut Fisheries Association and
the advise from the NAFO Scientific Council. The NAFO Scientific Council advised that
there is no scientific basis to provide separate advice for Divisions 0A+1AB and 0B+1C—
F and that consideration be given to the distribution of effort in each area to avoid local
depletion. The Board also took into consideration that your Department and the NFA
supported a 50/50 distribution of the TAC increase (909.25 t) between Divisions OA and
OB. Given these reasons, the Board recommends an equal distribution of the increase,
such that the increase of 909.25 t in TAC for Subarea 0 be allocated 50% to OA
(454.625 t) and 50% to OB (454.625 t), resulting in a total of 10,047.125 t for OA and
9,047.125 t for OB.
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Allocation of TAC between fleet interests in NAFO Divisions 0A and 0B

The Board sought feedback from the NFA to inform its recommendation on the
distribution of the TAC between fleet interests in NAFO Divisions OA and 0B. The NFA
recommended that 100% of the TAC increase goes to Nunavut in Division 0A and 90%
of the recommended increase goes to Nunavut in Division OB. The NFA argued that this
has been the established norm and that there is no reason to change it at this time.

Furthermore, the Board considers that Nunavut is adjacent to Division OA and 0B and
the Board also took into account that it has consistently recommended, and your
Department accepted that Nunavut receives 100% of increases in Division 0A and 90%
of the increases in Division 0B.

Given the above, the Board recommends that 100% of the recommended TAC increase
in the Division OA be allocated to Nunavut. The Board also recommends that 90% of the
recommended TAC increase in Division OB be allocated to Nunavut.

| Other Considerations |

The NWMB takes seriously the concerns raised by Nunavut industry stakeholders
about recent cancellations of the 2018 and 2020 surveys, the incompatibility of
results from 2019 with the time series, and the uncertainties regarding the future
survey vessel availability and compatibility to the existing time series. The Board
requests that the minister provide written assurances to the NWMB and Nunavut
fisheries stakeholders that a new research vessel will be acquired, that there will be
continuation of the time series, and that future surveys conducted beginning 2021 as
planned.

| Conclusion |

The NWMB looks forward to continued work with Fisheries and Oceans Canada to
ensure that Nunavut's marine resources are developed and managed sustainably and
fairly for the equitable benefit of all Nunavummiut.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the
NWMB.

Sincerely,

— \\‘\ -~ /]
<"’ ;ga« uﬂ SL/'J” ﬁq y{/
Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

c.c. Gabriel Nirlungayuk, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
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