
 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᑦ 

 

ᒫᑦᓯ 26, 2020 
 
ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐱᕐᓇᑎ ᔪᐊᑕᓐ 
ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᒃ 
ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᖏᓐᓂ 
 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᔪᐊᑕᓐᒧᑦ: 

ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ : ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓᑦ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᐸᒃ Blue Whale 
(Balaenoptera musculus), ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᑕ ᐱᖓᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑦᓛᓐᑎᒃ ᐃᑭᕋᓴᖓᓂ 
ᓇᔪᒐᖃᖅᑐᑦ , ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓴᓗᐊᕆᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖏᑦ 

 

 

ᐅᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᒫᑦᓯ 11, 2020, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᕕᒃᓴᖓᒍᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ (RM 
001-2020), ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᐸᖕᓄᑦ Blue 
Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), ᓇᔪᒐᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᑕ ᐱᖓᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑦᓛᓐᑎᒃ 
ᐃᑭᕋᓴᖓᓂ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ (ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ), ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓴᓗᐊᕆᐊᖏᑦ 
ᐱᖁᔭᕐᔪᐊᖏᑦ.  ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐅᑎᕐᔫᒥᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᖃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓯᒪᕗᑦ: (1) ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᖃᔅᓯᐅᖕᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐊᒃᑎᒋᖕᒪᖔᑕ, (2) ᐃᓄᐃᓴᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᓯᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᐸᐃᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ (3) ᐋᖅᑭᒡᓱᐃᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑐᑭᓯᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᐸᖕᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒃᑐᐃᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᑑᑎᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᒐᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᖏᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑖᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᓐᖑᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ (IC 001-2020) ᐅᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᒫᑦᓯ 
12, 2020, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐱᖁᔨᕗᖔᕈᑎᒥᒃ ᐆᒥᖓ: 

 



 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ 

 

ᐱᖁᔨᕗᖓ, ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓃᑦᑐᖅ 5.2.34(d)(i) ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᐸᒃ Blue Whale 
(Balaenoptera musculus), ᓇᔪᒐᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᑕ ᐱᖓᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑦᓛᓐᑎᒃ ᐃᑭᕋᓴᖓᓂ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ. 

 

ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᒐᓱᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᓂᒃᓴᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᐸᖕᓄᑦ blue whales-ᓄᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒋᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ 
ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔭᓕᐊᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᑦ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 2019-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ.  ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᕋᓱᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᖁᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᒥᒃ 
ᓄᐊᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖏᑦ ᑎᑭᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐃᐸᖕᓄᑦ blue whales-ᓄᑦ.  ᐊᒃᑑᕙ 2019-
ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ, 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᖅ, ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᑲᖏᖅᑐᒑᐱᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ ᓄᐊᑦᓯᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐃᐸᐃᑦ blue whale-
ᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ.  ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᑐᒑᐱᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᕐᒥ 
ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖏᓐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓂᓪᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᖃᖏᓐᓂᕋᕐᖢᑎᒃ.  ᓄᕕᐱᕆ 2019-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎᑉ ᓂᐱᓕᐅᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᕿᒪᐃᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓂᐱᓕᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ, ᑭᒻᒥᕈᕐᒥ, ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᑭᐅᔭᓚᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ 
ᑖᒃᑯᓄᖓ. 

ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᖕᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᓯᒪᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᐸᐃᑦ 
“ᐅᐸᒐᔪᖏᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ” ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐃᒪᖁᑎᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒍᑎᖃᓚᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒃᓴᖅᑐᑦ, ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖏᑦ.  
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔭᐃᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓃᖏᑦᑐᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᑖᕆᓯᒪᔭᖓᑕ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐱᓕᕆᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᖑᒻᒪᑎᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑭᑕᐅᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᑎᕐᔫᒥᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᐸᓗᖓᐃᔭᐅᑎᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᖕᒪᑕ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᖑᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒋᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᐅᑉ ᐱᖓᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ ᐊᑦᓛᓐᑎᒃ ᐃᐸᐃᑦ blue whale-ᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ. 

 



 

 
 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᖕᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᒋᓂᐊᕋᕕᒋᑦ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5.3.17 ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᓂ.  
ᑐᓴᖅᑎᓐᓂᐊᖅᐸᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕈᕕᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑎᑦ ᐅᑯᐊ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒋᑦ.  

ᓱᓕᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ, 

 
ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᓯᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
 

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᐊᕐᒥᔪᖅ: Sam Stephenson, ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᓴᓗᐊᕆᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎ, ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 

ᐃᓱᓕᓐᓂᐊ 
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Reasons for the NWMB’s Decision 

 

March 26, 2020 
 
The Honourable Bernadette Jordan 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Government of Canada 
 
Dear Minister Jordan: 

Re: Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Request for Approval of the Action Plan for 
the Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), Northwest Atlantic Population, in 
Canada Pursuant to the Species at Risk Act 

 
 

On March 11, 2020, at the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) 
Regular Meeting (RM 001-2020), Fisheries and Oceans Canada asked the NWMB to 
approve the Action Plan for the Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), Northwest 
Atlantic Population, in Canada (Action Plan), pursuant to the Species at Risk Act. The 
recovery measures proposed in the action plan include: (1) increasing knowledge of 
the population and its size, (2) mitigating threats that could hinder recovery of the blue 
whale in its Canadian range, and (3) developing a better understanding of the main 
threats to the population to identify their impact and develop effective measures to 
mitigate these threats. 

At the NWMB’s In-Camera Meeting (IC 001-2020) on March 12, 2020, the Board 
considered the proposal and passed the following motion: 

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 5.2.34(d)(i) of the Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut 
Wildlife Management Board approve the Action Plan for the Blue Whale (Balaenoptera 
musculus), Northwest Atlantic Population, in Canada. 

 

In reaching its decision, the Board considered the attempts made by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada to engage with Nunavut communities adjacent to the known occurrences 
of blue whales based on the Board’s September 2019 recommendation. The rationale of 
additional consultations with Nunavut communities was to give Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada the opportunity to gather local knowledge and Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit regarding  



 

 

whether the range of the blue whale has expanded into Nunavut’s waters. In October 
2019, Fisheries and Oceans Canada engaged with the communities of Kimmirut, Iqaluit, 
Pangnirtung, Qikiqtarjuaq, Clyde River, and Pond Inlet to gather local knowledge and 
Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit regarding the presence of blue whales near these communities. 
Hunters and Trappers Organizations in Clyde River and Pangnirtung responded to 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada that they do not see blue whales and they do not have any 
comments. In November 2019, Fisheries and Oceans Canada left phone messages to 
Hunters and Trappers Organizations in Iqaluit, Kimmirut, Pond Inlet, and Qikiqtarjuaq and 
did not receive any responses. 

Given that the best available science suggests the blue whale is a “rare” visitor to 
Nunavut waters and there was no concern expressed by the communities that would be 
most directly affected, the Board decided to approve the Action Plan. The Board also 
considered that the Action Plan outlines projects or activities that do not occur within the 
Nunavut Settlement Area, but are required to meet the goals and objectives of the 
recovery strategy that are important for the recovery of the endangered Northwest 
Atlantic blue whale population. 

 
 
The NWMB is hereby forwarding its decision to you, for your consideration pursuant to Section 
5.3.17 of the Nunavut Agreement. Please contact the NWMB if you or your officials have any 
questions with respect to the contents of this letter. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Daniel Shewchuk 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
 
 

c.c. Sam Stephenson, Species at Risk Biologist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 

Conclusion 
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