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c;d'7a.a...rb nnc;c...1>c;S\ c 7.D<lr\. 1s, 2017, .t.L.t.c-c...1>c;S\ c: 1) Jo-r'c. _)nb <jc;pbc1>~1b 
t>L ~C""f"\.~c;~<lbdC bnL~C <jc;pbC°"Lo-b <l°"rc;Cl>o-Q.o-b L Q.a...l>~c;b bnLncnbCbo-l>o-<lc;J<;b 
/\"'~n_)J <Jl>c.. 77(1<J'icr'i_jC <'ia..f>nc <J'it\ b_oC Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), 

l><J°"a.. °"icr C11.l>°"icr North Atlantic /\C'ib'icrS ba..C, <JLL_); 2) <l/\r\.r'L c. _)nc.....) 
pt.Jc.c-c;<f""b I> .Dc;r'~c.c-<lo-Q. .DC nnc;c;r'L ~ /\"'~nc. _)J <lc;6\ C Blue Whale <JLL_) l>Pl>c;Cc;Jf"", 
Cc;dc- <JLL Cr\.l>°"Lo- .t. c;bc;f""l>Cc;b .t. c;b_)b Wolffish a...br'l>'7l>c;dc. _)re .DG...~b 
t>L ~C""f"\.~c;~<lbdQ. .DC <lc;Cl>a...rbo-<lc;LC /\'7n..c...l>c;nc. _)J bnLnccnbCbo-<;b l>c. ....).DC 60 
.t..Do-b bnLncnbCbo-<;b /\'7n.. Vlc-c;<c. Lf"" <J<>°"L P'-l~r'bbCC Pl>a... ~c;L. 
r'~c.C""c;I c;d'7a.a...r JPr'l>Lo-c;.Dc .t.L c;f""l>Cc-f"\.~bdC ba...Cf"" bnLncnbCbo-°"L <lc;S\ C Blue 

' 
Whale f""b~.Dc . .t.rL....)nrrr'7.t.C /\"'~nrrc. _)J .t.b/\a...l>nt.hc;o-°"L r'c...l>C 
<lr'c.c-c;<c.c-<lo-°"L.DC, /\....)<lc;Jf""b (bd<l <lc;6\c l>°"Lr'bo-<;~JC 1><Jno-c;~l>c;bccc-c;7c;o-a.,rc, 

.t.rL....)b~ c;L C L~L bdQ. .DCCl>c;b_ Cdr'L'7b t>L ~C""f"\.~c;~<lbdC <lJc-c;d'7°"rC, Q__)Q...?a.cr-c;<c 

l><c;bccc;c"i,r /\ c;br'l>nb<C .DG...~c .t.L °"L.Dc, f\7(\_ <lc;bc;o-<lc;LC <JLL_) <lbl>o-c;~l>o-<lc;L c 

.t.L c;f""l>Cc-f"\.~bd bnLnnbCbdnb .DG...~I .Da...c-°"ra.o- c;bl>~nnr<lc;_)nb .DG...~c .t._)<lO­

.DG...C""l>~.D .t.L °"La-JC_ <ll>c..."''7r<lc;o-c;JC <c;a...l>n <lc;S\.D Blue Whale .t.b~'iJ.t.~ 

c;bl>~~ 'iCl>o-°"ra. .D <l°"rnro-°"r I> .Dc;no-c. _) JPr''7l>o-<lc;LC <lc;6\ Cr\.l>°"Lcr-JC Northeast 

Atlantic. Q__)Q_.t.c;bbQ.o-?L c.....)°"L l>.Dc;r'~c.c-<lnCl>a...ro- <ll>c...'7<l?n <c;a...l>nc <lc;S\b.DCC 

/\Cc;bLLC .Da...~c .t.L °"L.Dc. 

Lc-Lrb _)c .DG...~I t>L ~C""f"\.~c;~<lbd c;p .Dc;°"L~n°"r c;pf""?'7l>c;d~o-C <JLL_) <lc;Cl>o-C 

pt.Jc.c-c;<f"" nnc;vL ~c I> .Dc;r'<lc;ncna...rbo-c;Jc, a... br'l>"'~o-<lc;JJC /\ °"Lro-b nnc;vL ~o-b 

I> .DV~c.c-<1nc1>a...rbo-"i.ra..Dc .t..Db .DC l>c;bl>r'~ c;bc;S\l>bl °"LC c;bl>~<l'iCl>c...l>c;nc. _)c 

t>L ~.t. c 1> _)(\_ <la... c;Jt°CJC nnc;c;c1>r1Lo-Q. .De /\'7n.. VLc-'i<c <JLL_) 1>c;bl>r'b~1>~c 

/\ c;br'l>"''7l>r'Lc-c;<C: 

• c;p .Dc;°"L~Cl>~C <ll>c..."''7<lc;o-c;JC <c;a...l>nc <lc;S\ b .DC Blue Whale, Cr\. °"Lo-cr-CJC 
Northwest Atlantic; 

• <jc;pr<JVL ~c 1> .D'ir'~c.c-<1nc1>a...rbo-Q. .Dc Jc;L1>~c 1>P1>GCGJf"" .t. c;b'if""l>C.t. c 
.t. c;b_).t.C Northern Wolffish <JLL Cc;dc-C Spotted Wolfish, <JLL_) <ll>c... cno-<;JC 
<c;a...l>nc Cr\.l>°"Lo- Atlantic Wolffish; <JLL_) 
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• c;p_o<i"t.L,;C!>~'ib <ll>c...,,.1r<lr<J'io-'iJ l>Pl>'i('i::)1 f:.'ib'i1l>(f:.C f:.'ib_)f:.C Northern 

Wolffish <JLL ('idc-c Spotted Wolfish. 
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...oa..~c i>L ~C"("L~'i~<]bdQ. _oCC <]'i(l>a..r _)nb 'ibl>~nccn,,.~Cl>c...l>'i::)C <l~nc-rt.o-'iJC <]LL_) 

r'c...!>C <lr'c..c-c;<c..c-<lo-"t.l.,_oC ba..C, <]LL_) /\c-rt. ~..DC ba..C, i>L ~c-rt.o-'iJC /\~r''in...oc. 

Pr'<la-, ::)a-'?1>0-...,r 1> ...ov~c..c-<1nc1>a..rba-O. ...o nnc;c;r'L~c ...oa..~ i>L ~c-rt.~'i~<JbdQ. ...o 
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/\'?rt. <lc;bc;nC1>0-.,_L, Le-_)J i>L ~LJ I> ...on_ <la_ c;JfcJcc /\ c;d7L1 C.t:.L.t:. a.o-...,L,...oC, 

c;p ...0 "t.L,r>JCC ...oa..~c i>L ~C"("L~ 'i~<]bd, .t:.L 'i1l>Cc-rt.~bdC <lr'c.. _) l.,~L::)'ibbdCCC /\c-rt.6'. C 
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b~r'o-<l?n. 
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<J'ibfJ.,,rJfJC <JLL_) nnc;c;c1>a-c i>L~.c:.c l>_)rt.<Ja..'i::)f'C::)C c~a- i>L~LJC 

I> ....:JrL <la. c;J. fcJc /\ c;d7 LJ c ". 
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Mr. Daniel Shewchuk 
Acting Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
c/o Taqialuq Sataa 
< tsataa@nwmb.com > 

Dear Mr. Shewchuk: 

Thank you for your letter of January 18, 2017, in which you: 1) forwarded the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board's (NWMB) decision to accept the current consultations on the Action Plan for 
the Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), North Atlantic population, in Canada and; 2) asked for the 

final recovery documents with respect to Blue Whale and Northern, Spotted and Atlantic Wolffish to 

be sent to the NWMB for approval once the 60-day public consultation period has been completed. I 

apologize for the delay in responding. 

First of all, thank you for your understanding regarding Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 

consultations on the Blue Whale. Your concerns regarding the possible effects of climate change, 

particularly the potential for species to undergo a range expansion, is a concern shared by this 
Government. I acknowledge the recommendations of the NWMB that, should evidence arise 

indicating that the species has expanded in or adjacent to the Nunavut Settlement Area (NSA), it will 

be necessary and appropriate for DFO to conduct consultations with Nunavut communities in the 
NSA. The Action Plan for the Blue Whale supports research to better estimate the size and 

distribution of the Blue Whale in the Northeast Atlantic. I would like to specify that the recovery 

actions proposed in this Action Plan for the Blue Whale do not currently occur in the NSA. 

To accommodate the NWMB' s request on the review and approval of final versions of recovery 

documents, we will forward final versions of the following three recovery documents to the NWMB 

once the public comment period on the Species at Risk Public Registry has been completed and 

comments have been incorporated: 

• Proposed Action Plan for Blue Whale, Northwest Atlantic population; 
• Amended Recovery Strategy for Northern Wolffish and Spotted Wolfish, and Management 

Plan for Atlantic Wolffish; and 
• Proposed Action Plan for the Northern Wolffish and Spotted Wolffish. 
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Regarding NWMB's approval of other final recovery documents, we acknowledge that submission of 
final recovery documents to the NWMB for approval has recently been communicated to 

Environment and Climate Change Canada and has become a practice of the Canadian Wildlife 
Service. However, submitting recovery documents to the NWMB once the 60-day public 
consultation period has been completed would not make it possible for DFO to finalize these 
documents within the subsequent 30 days, as required by the Species at Risk Act. Therefore, we 
respectfully request that the NWMB, DFO, and other federal departments first work together to 
develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for fair consultations and decision making on the 
approval of recovery documents going forward. 

In the meantime, we will continue to work with the NWMB with respect to the occurrence of rare 
species in the NSA, and to ';!Pdate the 2008 MO~, "A Memorandum of Understanding to Harmonize 
the Designation of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species under the Nunavut Land Claims 
Agreement and the Listing of Wildlife Species at Risk under the Species at Risk Act". 

Thank you for writing. I look forward to ongoing correspondence with the NWMB. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dominic LeBlanc, P.C., Q.C., M.P. 
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard 
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