




















Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans 

Ministre des 
Peches et des Oceans 

Ottawa, Canada K1A OE6 

APR 1 6 2014 

Mr. Ben Kovic 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
P.O. Box 1379 
lqaluit, Nunavut 
XOA OHO 

Dear Mr. Kovic: 

Thank you for your letter dated February 17, 2014 conveying the Nunavut 
Wildlife Management Board's decisions regarding the walrus sport hunts for 
2014. I appreciate the detailed rationale you have provided in your letter. This 
is very helpful to me in making my decision. 

I recognize the economic importance of the walrus sport hunt for some 
communities and we are committed to working with Inuit to ensure walrus are 
harvested in a sustainable manner and to maintain related economic 
opportunities. However, in addition to socio-economic considerations, 
management decisions on sustainable harvest levels need to be based on the 
best available traditional knowledge and scientific information. 

The Department recently published peer-reviewed science advice on walrus in 
the eastern Canadian Arctic, which included estimates of abundance and Total 
Allowable Removals for four of the six walrus stocks or management units. This 
information suggests that there may be concerns with the sustainability of current 
harvests for the Foxe Basin management unit. It is my understanding that the 
Board considered the Departmental science advice along with community input 
in making its decision on the 2014 walrus sport hunt allocations. The Board 
determined that as there has not been a proposal for decision for the 
establishment of new harvest levels, the existing quantitative harvest limits still 
apply, which allow for an lnuk to harvest up to four walrus per year, except where 
a community quota exists. As such, a decision was made by the Board to 
approve all2014 walrus sport hunt applications. 
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While I have concerns with this decision for the Foxe Basin management unit, I 
am encouraged by the efforts of co-management organizations in developing an 
Integrated Fisheries Management Plan for Atlantic walrus in the Nunavut 
Settlement Area. This management plan will identify the main objectives and 
requirements for the walrus fishery, as well as the management measures that 
will be used to achieve these objectives, including the establishment of 
sustainable harvest levels. I understand that community consultations on the 
recent science advice, the draft management plan and potential sustainable 
harvest level recommendations are being scheduled for the spring of 2014. 

With these considerations, this letter confirms that I accept the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board's decision for the 2014 season only to approve 25 sport 
hunts for the lgloolik Hunters and Trappers Organization, 15 sport hunts for the 
Hall Beach Hunters and Trappers Organization, 8 sport hunts for Aaron Emiktowt 
of Siku Tours in Coral Harbour, 6 sport hunts for Luke Eetuk of E and E Outfitters 
in Coral Harbour, 10 sport hunts for Dino Bruce of Tassiuq Outfitters in Coral 
Harbour, 2 sport hunts for Peter Kilabuk of Pangnirtung and 8 sport hunts for 
Adamie Keatainak of Salluit, Quebec for the 2014 season, subject to the 
conditions set out in the Board's letter of February 17, 2014. 

Departmental officials in lqaluit will notify the successful applicants. Once the 
Department's lqaluit office has received all of the required information to 
complete a licence for the sport hunt, departmental officials will issue the licence. 

Please be advised that the Department will be providing the Board with a 
proposal for decision to establish a Total Allowable Harvest level for the Foxe 
Basin management unit in the coming weeks. It is my expectation that the Total 
Allowable Harvest level and corresponding Basic Needs Level will be established 
in advance of the 2015 walrus sport hunt season to provide for the conservation 
of walrus in the Foxe Basin management unit. 

I look forward to continued collaboration with the Nunavut Wildlife Management 
Board and its technical staff on walrus co-management issues. 

Sincerely, 

Gail Shea, P.C., M.P. 
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