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June 28, 2019

Honourable Joe Savikataaq
Minister of Environment
Government of Nunavut

Dear Minister Savikataaq:

Re: Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board’s Proposal to Increase the Regional Grizzly
Bear Sport Hunt Quota from 10 to 15 Tags

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) June 2019 meeting,
the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board (KRWB) requested an increase in the non-Inuit
sport hunt limit for grizzly bears in the Kitikmeot regional from 10 to 15 tags, until there
is more information on grizzly bear population size in Nunavut.

The NWMB considered this proposal during its in-camera meeting (IC002-2019) on
June 20, 2019 and made the following resolution:

Resolved that the NWMB approves, pursuant to section 5.6.16 of the Nunavut
Agreement, an increase to the annual level of grizzly bears harvesting in the Kitikmeot
region—by non-Inuit sport hunters—from 10 to 15 tags, until there is more information
on grizzly bear population size in Nunavut.

In reaching this decision, the NWMB considered the following:

e In September 2017, the NWMB established an annual level of harvesting in
each of the Kivalliq and Kitikmeot regions of 10 grizzly bears for non-Inuit sport
hunters.

e Grizzly bears are listed as Special Concern under the Species at Risk Act
(SARA).

e There is no total allowable harvest or mandatory non-quota limitations on Inuit
rights to harvest grizzly bears in the Nunavut Settlement Area.

e There is no conservation concern with the current level of grizzly bear
harvesting in Nunavut (on average 32 grizzly bears per year were harvested in
Nunavut between 2014-2018. This removal rate is close to the Department of
Environment recommended sustainable harvest rate of 2%).

NNsked<e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379
ASHOAS, oo 2 X0A HO Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO Igaluit, NU X0A OHO
3 (867)975-7300 T (867) 975-7300 ‘B (867) 975-7300

(888) 421-9832 =, (888) 421-9832 =L (888) 421-9832



0a. 2T PLICANNIC bNLAYC
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASCCACT® PLYEg® vdNMod IDSNCPT™ME ADAC SbPALoDB™C <Ll ShEMNSLLAC Sbb>pLa™Me
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit qaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

e 1In 2018, only seven of the 10 tags available to Kitikmeot communities were
used.

e The Ekaluktutiak HTO will use income generated from the grizzly bear sport
hunt to offset income loss due to community harvest restrictions on the Dolphin
and Union caribou herd.

The NWMB looks forward to your prompt reply and completion of the Nunavut
Agreement Article 5 decision-making process.

Should you or your officials have any questions or concerns about the content of this
letter, please contact the NWMB

Yours sincerely,

(/ / //) / / }

. ) 1)

( i

—

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

cc - Drikus Gissing, Director of Wildlife Management, Nunavut Department of
Environment
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Minister of Environment
Ministaat Avatiligiyitkut
Ministre de I'Environnement
July 2, 2019

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O Box 1379

Igaluit, NU X0A OHO

Dear Mr. Shewchuk:

Re: Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board’s Proposal to Increase the Regional
Grizzly Bear Sport Hunt Quota from 10 to 15 Tags.

Thank you for your letter dated June 28 outlining the decision of the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board (NWMB) concerning the proposal from the Kitikmeot Regional
Wildlife Board (KRWB) to increase the regional grizzly bear sport hunt limit from 10 to
15 tags for non-Inuit hunters.

To reiterate the decision of the NWMB made during its in-camera meeting (IC002-2019)
on June 20, 2019:

o ‘RESOLVED that the NWMB approves, pursuant to Sections 5.6.16 of the
Nunavut Agreement, an increase to the annual level of grizzly bears
harvesting in the Kitikmeot region — by non-Inuit sport hunters — from 10 to 15
tags, until there is more information on grizzly bear population size in
Nunavut.

| hereby accept your decision to increase the grizzly bear sport-hunting limit in the
Kitikmeot region from ten (10) to fifteen (15) tags.

| will implement this sport hunting limit decision effective July 1, 2019 and ensure that it
is put into regulation and be implemented as a final decision. This decision will remain in
place until there is more information on grizzly bear population size in the Kitikmeot
region and | receive a new NWMB decision. With an increase in grizzly bear sport hunt
tags for the Kitikmeot region, the KRWB will be responsible for making a decision on the
allocation of those tags to the Hunters and Trappers Organizations within their region.

There has been exemplary harvest reporting of grizzly bears in both the Kivalliq and
Kitikmeot regions with an estimated 90% harvest report rate. The Department of
Environment will continue to work with harvesters to maintain the high rate of reporting
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and ftracking of the harvest to ensure that it does not reach unsustainable levels and
create a conservation concern.

I wish to thank the Board for their hard work and careful consideration of this important
conservation and management issue.

Sincerely,

Joe Savikataaq,
Minister

Cc. Jimmy Noble Jr. - Deputy Minister, Department of Environment, Government of
Nunavut (GN)
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