0a. 2T PLYcnANAC bNLANe
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT® PLET® 48NN od IDSNCHTHMC ADAS ShBALEIHME <L SBEINTNLLAC ShBpLo™Ne
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit gaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

LY 27, 2023

A®bMa®D® ¥Ja. d<N
[ C <d<Ncnrbdoc
0a2c Ll d* >0

[o"C “dIhd<:
ARNB®D®:  pa.>C LRL'dPC DYSBN LS DoM< CP>d-oM ADADa *PLYC

BLY*CPV¥a.*Dc P < BILL*AS C><o MX-11 BPIL*o<*A*Lo B> oo b P>*D¢
Q J7P>NNC 225-0° Po*/M<IPN® Poo‘bcoN® 300-0-°

00> PLY¥CAA N bALAPC AALD>PNMLE

0.2 BLYIcAMYKE bNLANE bNLAKNJIC bNLob*N=5M (RM001-2023) A% > o LY 8,
2023-%N5J, 0a. > Ll d*N'C, Acnd*LE <I<Nenr*dE <D dy > >SLC bNLA o
GRPPLLRC> I 5N D> o P<IPCP> 5N <SGICL ASACDE ALY <y D>EhE PLe|C
DTLa<SAT MX- 11-T 255-%J > 300-0* B> 050 b NE. PNTI>C BLIAAE bNLANS,
AD_S* DN D <Y Dent€ NFEINNE, <L 95 >* DT <JatDenrbdS NMdN*Ne

<D Sdy D> > bNLAC G#PP<IN DM ADADA *PLIC <YP>ERE PreLog 225-0-C 350-
0. A5 AcD>NE <*MbNb>HDC B C><a MX-11 DML >o<a>T

D> 0% <L >0 CALA*-*L oS D> o*/ <L CHL 5> <C ADATDA®ALYE <yD> L C
Pt APL 5™ Gy PeD™ AD*Y<IC AL HJCD>*MLLC.

022 BLIcn AN bOLAYE b=*Ja *Dd< bNLob*N=r< (IC001-2023) D>-><lo- L7 8, 2023,
bNLrS AALKN®YDPNHCP>*DC ba 2> LRLIM'C DYG>N* o <L BB>PdE bPrLon 7N
NHPCDPLYC <L JARDPCD>YE 4HPC>VE CLEP>o-C bNLY*DbC>Vo- DNy >N-5MC >l
AfLcPPNBc B>*D

AR ALa, Lol NNS% Lo < 5.3.3(3), 5.6.16, <L 5.6.17(b) 0a. 2T <" BN INS
002 BLYAATLEbILAYE T4 IS THPLIC N 20> ASA DG L ved
SYSL T Pr o0 o ' be > P 225-0- o "o b o 1° 350-0-* DI LL% € C><2o
DI <A Lo MX-T1.

AN 50> BPLY¥CAM YL bNLAPC AlLBPNPC

NNsped=e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379
ASb AT, 5o 2 X0A HO Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO Igaluit, NU X0A OHO
S (867)975-7300 T (867) 975-7300 ‘T (867) 975-7300

(888) 421-9832 =l (888) 421-9832 =h (888) 421-9832



0a. 2T PLYcnANAC bNLANe
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT® PLET® 48NN od IDSNCHTHMC ADAS ShBALEIHME <L SBEINTNLLAC ShBpLo™Ne
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit gaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

B>ALIINE N*PCDILYE D oY R-c<Jo g

APLD> NN, AL CNB>*D NNGHYLYg? DoyD>rLio® <L D>b>r4d< Dotbny>vo®
bNLN=5MC JADL>CP>IE ASrDyD>< 5N <> P> BNPY DYoL+ DS ALK/ D>PC>c >D°,
<IA®IND>>*D® bOLAC Ko <GPPP<I*CD>d= 5N ASATDA #PLEdC <QUYD>EhE Pl DIMLLANC
C><o MX-11 BI*L*o<A M. MX-11 DI o<<8\* a2 ALDAC* LG D® oal, DIva o
ACHFCAAD>< g BD>PAD>< <L oM<lo- BT AbSAMC 1*dN<KC. pa ST>C pa <
D>d< DILLAKL® <D C><Ro- MX-11 DT *a<TAM 5P DT>, A% 5 DN,

DL DT QLo PSS, Acnd LS INendbde b UL CAdS a N\ACD>PLIC
MSSNC>o<LC D oSany M DML C><o- MX-11 <5GJ<lo 2022. aNAC>*N=Ne

D> oo g DAY >*D AL*a 10,246 (SE= 2,309.6, CV= 20.4%). P*Jo*N*c- 2013-JN-J
BEANPCPU® B ooy 1 AN CPB B*YLNC 7,500-*J8n Y D><oN DILE, CALA'LS 2022-T
D> 550 MDA C>LC B> o<y >MCoC 2,700 CAL**o< 2013-To-<.

bNLA*N NI bNLN=5MC, a2 DLYcA AN bNLAMME .o > D>B>C>Va PNT>C
DLYeARAS bNLAMM0S, A5 DN<® <Ia P DnrbdS NMdN g, <L g5 5% D
<daDenerbd™ Mo do*DT <Ya NP> <L IO DT <Ya*Denrtbdc NMdN* e
IN*NNP>*DC bNLro € <Ya NP> CdHCio* D> o M o* DI *L*o* C><ka MX-11-T.
P>bc BT <Ja NP> boM7*Lo 0ab®* D¢ oa VT CdHCo* N> G N DI *L*a®
CP><wo CA/Loc Cd7PY*a NI >*MLC.

ASATDE SPLIGE LYI>INE PLepe

ASATDE LIS <IYYD>ERE PLe 225 PCD DYLY*C CA Lo DI L o< 4®
NSPC>N=5d 2015-T. ASASDE FPLIC <UYDENE Pr el o ICD> D>#L DS, AL a <®PLYLYC
ADATDE LI QUYDNE LJR DL o Doy D><¥DC d5 5% D5 (120), A5 DN (25),
D>rLD® (40), <L Peo® (40). ac<IDA*a® ba > L<L*d*S AbA-_> NI dN*N<

a A A DM AD#AL G 1S ALL 5INNG® D> 5T D> o503 DI PC><¥ D Lt 51,
CLT® 5a € Lel®d* < <L AbAS <*MBNBPDC A SADa PPLIC 3y ¥eh©

D> 0% < C>Y N b 0. 5a > LL d ™ ID5dyD>* D A HATDa #PLIC <IJyD>¥hC
P b d-oNc 300-0* AGCP>da™J 7> D oon 7 M o® 3%-I". o0a > Ll d*< D>b*/LC 3
Shel DB LC birede D> o%¢R-<q5d= 5 DL, PLPDTNM T AD 5D NTE,

5d° 5% DT 5 paco <IYa*Denrtdc NMd e <L PNTDC BLYcnrS bNLAC
<IDdy P> > A SADaA BPLYIS <IUYD>LE Pr—bd- 1 350-0 ALACSd->J:

NNsped=e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379
ASb AT, 5o 2 X0A HO Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO Igaluit, NU X0A OHO
S (867)975-7300 T (867) 975-7300 ‘T (867) 975-7300

(888) 421-9832 =l (888) 421-9832 =h (888) 421-9832



0a. 2T PLYcnANAC bNLANe
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT® PLET® 48NN od IDSNCHTHMC ADAS ShBALEIHME <L SBEINTNLLAC ShBpLo™Ne
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit gaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

o Jro<dcdare Bo%Y 5N Leo<IFCHLC DTOLS
o TPPYDMYDPE ba > DD o 08 C> TS <L
o <IPREDBNMM o #N>o<ILC BILE <L D€ o Py o AP*Da.

a2 BLIA AN bALAE bNLAKN NI bNLN=5MC, pa < LRL I Db >*PLYC
AL SINDM 0G5 5N ABATDA #PLEdE YYD RE Pleb*<C 350-0° BTLLNC CD><o- MX-11-
r.

bNLAS IANCP>*DE PLF DTN GIN M g I 5 D® QL AD DI NA® pa o
<IYatDen et dNC NI dN* Mo boALS 03U NDCia*ML > C DI LU o PUo N 0.
bNLAS DNPNC> B>*DC d5 5% DT D>o-C <I¥sa LS <Sal<Ph® <> CP>/<15d= 5N od™LCE
AP0 <Ya A7 *L A-Dd D oo™hD AAD LM DI LLA o 1. B>bc P>*D€
Aé_aC <Ya PND>NE %b* NP CLC DT LLA T A<>< PN<do- <Sa > MC

Ao Do <G M C. ABDNT <Ua A Denrbd ™ asa A%/ > AsdreL T

<o J*NN P> Mg DI LYo <Idr D PP*C*Lao Victoria Island ASe>c*N-oM >L*T A
A<>15-T< YA 15-1° NP=L>J.

<P ARCPNC

I H*IDT <o Denrtd® NMINE B B>*DC &L N P o c*
BEAMP<ADY LD T 0. BB P>*D Acnd*L d<Nenrtd Dol B*PL M o o®
a\*CP>odo Dotbe<a®. Db >TY CALASDo® a sa A®N®YLYo® D>otbo® Dod=* N NC
A7 B CHMPILE <Sa AV <IN® <D dy <o <I*Do® 0a > BLIcAA N bNLAM o CLoa
A=DJ. AD5dy D> BT Acn LS INenrdS ADPP<IPd= 5P GooIb* Do

a D> N*A<B 1 A< o T* <DA*a P>N"NON® BB>rAELN DS AL N YNho® L

D> o%/P<I*CD> 5N ATRPNPY S, bNLAS DSy >*>C o C I AL YD>PN%Bd 5 CLD 1M
<L PD>Sd-5d APL 5IC>Y 6 <L D*YG>C>Y oS,

bNLrS AlLcB>PN*LE

bNLAC AL DEARPATNCD> B>*>C <L CNB P>*DC N*PCP>PLVo® 0a 2>C Ll *d* g <L
<> Pr>BNNy>NG < B> oo n 7 M DI LE Ab<lo DI LYo <<a>< MX-11 B o®*!N<I*’Lc o >o®
CAL**La© 2013-T aN*CPc P*ILYLC. AALP<HMe CLT Aba ™ I P>SLC
ASADAPLIEGT <IYYD>RE Pl 350-U%<E AL 5% Gy LS AD%A<ISa-5 IS, bNLAC
AL B> G#PP<InILe HNE ADASDA BPLYIS <IUYD>NE P Pegt C> <o MX-11

D> 05-%bc >*DC 225-0-* > 050 b L 5N° 350-0.

NNsped=e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379 Box 1379
ASb AT, 5o 2 X0A HO Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO Igaluit, NU X0A OHO
S (867)975-7300 T (867) 975-7300 ‘T (867) 975-7300

(888) 421-9832 =l (888) 421-9832 =h (888) 421-9832



9

€

.v\r_“

Nunapw

§

L

s b,
oF n-‘..-u,,

ewa““‘-‘e”’@ﬂrec;@ 00 2T PLIcCAMIAC bNLM e

Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT® PLET® 48NN od IDSNCHTHMC ADAS ShBALEIHME <L SBEINTNLLAC ShBpLo™Ne
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit gaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
. Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

Afdccod

002 DLIAANC bNLAME o-nD>NL®>C Po<Sany ot <> Ay ®CP>d-_5J
AcnyD>any*L oa el <*bBNPINc NNGHPLo*L 5 AlLDSaP>< <> ony™L. CALc
<AA®INNBPAS D>d<I NN%HE h oS, DNPNB>NPY*a *<NS pa > BLIcAA NI bNLAME,

NNG*D%

( o \‘\\ /") | ‘/‘ﬂ
. Y- /. .
Cobe /DA

AbY<LC

002 DLYcArNE bOLAPE

NNG>P<ITRS: DAb® MPY, DPIPNYS DLYcn oIS, 0a > LLbd <

NNsped=e 1379 Titiggap Turaarvia 1379
ASb AT, 5o 2 X0A HO Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO
S (867)975-7300 T (867) 975-7300

(888) 421-9832 (=, (888) 421-9832

Box 1379

lgaluit, NU X0A OHO
‘T (867) 975-7300
L (888) 421-9832



0a. 2T PLYcnANAC bNLANe
Nunavunmi Anngutighatigut Aulapkaijitkut Katimajiat
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

ASACACT® PLET® 48NN od IDSNCHTHMC ADAS ShBALEIHME <L SBEINTNLLAC ShBpLo™Ne
Tammagtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit gaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitquhiannin
Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

March 27, 2023

Honourable Joanna Quassa
Minister of Environment
Government of Nunavut

Dear Minister Quassa:

Re: Government of Nunavut’s Proposal to Increase the Total Allowable Harvest for
Muskoxen in the MX-11 Management Unit from 225 to 300

NWMB Decision |

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’'s (NWMB) Regular Meeting (RM001-2023) in Igaluit
on March 8, 2023, the Government of Nunavut, Department of Environment recommended that
the Board modify the annual Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) for muskox in management unit
MX-11 from 225 to 300. The Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, Cambridge Bay Hunters and
Trappers Organization, and the Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization recommended
that the Board modify the Total Allowable Harvest from 225 to 350. All parties agreed that the
population of muskox in MX-11 have increased and that a an increase to the Total Allowable
Harvest would not cause a conservation concern.

During the NWMB’s In-Camera Meeting (IC001-2023) on March 8, 2023, the Board considered
the Government of Nunavut’s proposal and oral evidence and arguments presented by the
parties present and made the following decision:

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Sections 5.3.3(a), 5.6.16, and 5.6.17(b) of the Nunavut
Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approves the modification of the
Total Allowable Harvest from 225 to 350 muskox for the MX-11 management unit.

Reasons for NWMB Decision

Evidence of population increase

In reaching its decision, the Board relied on written and oral evidence and arguments provided
by co-management partners. The question before the Board was to modify the Total Allowable
Harvest for muskox in the MX-11 management unit. MX-11 lies on the Nunavut mainland, north
of the Thelon Wildlife Sanctuary and south of the Northwest passage. Nunavummiut harvest
muskoxen in the MX-11 management unit from Kugluktuk, Cambridge Bay, Omingmaktok, and
Bathurst Inlet. The Department of Environment conducted an aerial survey to estimate the
abundance of muskoxen in MX-11 in 2022. The survey yielded an abundance estimate of
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10,246 (SE= 2,309.6, CV=20.4%). The previous study in 2013 resulted in an abundance survey
of 7,500 muskoxen. Therefore, the 2022 population abundance estimate suggests the herd in
this area has increased in size by over 2,700 muskoxen since 2013.

During its Regular Meeting, the NWMB listened to oral submissions from the Kitikmeot Regional
Wildlife Board, Cambridge Bay Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTO), and the Kugluktuk
HTO. The Kugluktuk hunters and the Kugluktuk HTO informed the Board that harvesters in their
community have been observing more muskox in MX-11. They also stated that harvesters from
nearby communities in the Northwest Territories had told them about increased observation of
muskox in the area where muskox had previously been less common.

Total Allowable Harvest

A Total Allowable Harvest of 225 was established when the management unit was created in
2015. The Total Allowable Harvest has never been reached. The Total Allowable Harvest is
allocated to Kugluktuk (120), Cambridge Bay (25), Omingmaktok (40), and Burnside (40).
Neither the Government of Nunavut nor Inuit have expressed any conservation concerns with
the current level of harvest. Both the Government of Nunavut and Inuit agree that the Total
Allowable Harvest should be increased. The Government of Nunavut recommended a Total
Allowable Harvest of 300 to maintain the current removal rate of approximately 3%. The
Government of Nunavut stated that a removal rate of 3% is needed to allow for a continued
increase in abundance. Representatives of Cambridge Bay, Kugluktuk HTOs and the Kitikmeot
Regional Wildlife Board recommended the Total Allowable Harvest be increased to 350 to:

e Prevent future disease outbreaks that may result from a high density of muskox;
Provide alternative country food sources for their communities given limited access to
caribou in the area; and

¢ Reduce competition between muskox and caribou for the same food resources.

At the NWMB'’s Regular Meeting, the Government of Nunavut stated they are not concerned
with a Total Allowable Harvest of 350 for MX-11.

The Board asked the representatives of the Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay HTOs why they had
not used all of their community’s allocation in the past. The Board heard from Kugluktuk that it is
logistically challenging to manage the tags to allow harvesters a reasonable amount of time to
harvest while ensuring that as many people as possible get an opportunity to harvest. They also
said that harvesters sometimes voluntarily cease harvesting by mid-April when females get
ready to calve. The Cambridge Bay HTO noted they passed a motion to disallow harvesting
muskox on Victoria Island during the calving season from April 15 to July 15.
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Other issues

The Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization said they were not satisfied with the
consultation. They stated that the Department of Environment had not shared the survey report.
They also stated that the absence of detailed information makes it difficult for them to prepare
their recommendations to the NWMB on the matter. They also recommended the Department of
Environment improve the disease monitoring program by providing more sample kits and
increasing incentives. The Board recommends the Minister considers and address these
concerns and requests.

Board determination

The Board was persuaded and relied on evidence from the Government and Nunavut co-
management partners that the population of muskox in management unit MX-11 has increased
since the last survey in 2013. Considering that all parties agreed that a Total Allowable Harvest
of 350 would not cause a conservation concern, the Board decided to modify the Total
Allowable Harvest for muskox in Management unit MX-11 from 225 to 350.

Conclusion

The NWMB looks forward to your reply and completion of the Nunavut Agreement Article 5
decision-making process. If you have questions regarding this letter, do not hesitate to contact
the NWMB.

Sincerely,

Lf:\gd'\/;eﬁ Y)Q - N/ﬂqﬁ

Daniel Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

CC: Drikus Gissing, Director of Wildlife Management, Government of Nunavut.
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Minister of Environment
Ministaat Avatiligiyitkut
Ministre de ’'Environnement

April 13, 2023

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O Box 1379

Iqaluit, NU

XO0A OHO

Dear Mr. Shewchuk:

Re: Government of Nunavut’s Proposal to Increase the Total Allowable Harvest
for Muskoxen in the MX-11 Management Unit from 225 to 300

Thank you very much for your decision concerning the Total Allowable Harvest (TAH)
for the Central Kitikmeot Muskox Management Unit MX-11.

To reiterate the decision of the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB):

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Sections 5.3.3(a), 5.6.16, and 5.6.17(b) of the
Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approves the
modification of the Total Allowable Harvest from 225 to 350 muskox for the
MX-11 management unit.

| hereby accept your decision to increase the TAH for the Central Kitikmeot Muskox
Management Unit (MX-11) from the current 225 to 350 muskoxen. We will take steps to
implement this decision for the 2023-2024 Harvest Year which begins on July 1, 2023.

On-going communication, meetings, and the recent NWMB Regular Meeting when this
issue was discussed, have shown that we are all concerned about muskox populations. |
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Minister of Environment
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Ministre de ’'Environnement

trust that our collaborative work will continue in implementing this management action to
ensure the long-term sustainability of the Central Kitikmeot muskox subpopulation.

Sincerely,

q@wé&fgak

Joanna Quassa
Minister of Environment

Cc. Jimmy Noble Jr., Deputy Minister, Department of Environment
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