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Background information: 

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) has organized a collaborative community-

based hunt sampling program throughout Nunavut communities since the 1980s. 

• With support and help from Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTOs) and local 

hunters, walrus, seal, and whale tissue and organ samples are collected from 

subsistence hunts. 

• These tissues support various stock assessment and ecological studies, including 

genetics analysis of skin, age estimation from counting growth layers in teeth, diet 

studies (stable isotopes analysis of skin and muscle and fatty acid analysis of 

blubber), and contaminants studies (e.g., liver, blubber).  

• In addition to DFO, researchers from other government departments, universities, 

and other research institutes can also access samples if they receive approval of the 

communities who supplied the samples which are reviewed by the Sample 

Governance Committee. 

• Each year, DFO prepares sample kits for each community that include labelled bags 

for each tissue, data sheets, and measuring tapes (Appendix I). 

• Hunters are paid $150-240 for each returned sample kit, depending on the species. 

HTOs receive an administration fee of 25% for each returned kit. 

• DFO also accepts samples from fish and invertebrates for use in diet and 

ecosystem-based studies. Sometimes, specific projects require different samples 

that are not typically included in the kits (e.g., walrus tusks). Extra money on top of 

the sample kit fee is paid to hunters for these samples. 

• Samples are inventoried and stored frozen at DFO’s Freshwater Institute and at 

CenterPort Cold Storage in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Program summary 2024-25 (most recent year completed) 

• A total of 272 sample kits were returned. 

• Sample kits were returned from 12 participating communities throughout Nunavut, 

although the numbers of kits varied greatly by community (Appendix II).  



• Sample kits of seven species were returned: beluga (56), narwhal (17), walrus (25), 

bearded seal (9), harbour seal (1), harp seal (10), and ringed seal (154). Ringed seal 

kits were returned from almost all of the 12 communities (Appendix II). 

• A number of scientific studies that were supported by the sampling program were 

published in 2024-2025 (Appendix III). These studies help answer stock assessment 

and community-driven questions regarding Arctic marine mammals. 

• These summaries have been included in a brochure to distribute among the 

communities. 
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