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November 25, 2025

Honourable Joanne Thompson, P.C. M.P.
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
15% Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Thompson,

Re: NWMB Decision on Total Allowable Catch and 100-tonne Inshore Quota for
Greenland halibut in Subarea 0 for the 2026 and 2027 Seasons

NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting on
November 6, 2025, Fisheries and Oceans Canada requested the NWMB provide
recommendations on the Total Allowable Catch for Greenland halibut (Reinhardtius
hippoglossoides) in Subarea 0 for the 2026 and 2027 fishing seasons, the distribution of
the Total Allowable Catch, and the allocation of the 100 tonnes of Greenland halibut in
Division OA inside the Nunavut Settlement Area. The NWMB’s mandate in the marine
offshore is governed by Article 15 of the Nunavut Agreement.

At the NWMB’s In-Camera Meeting on November 6, 2025 (IC003-2025), the Board
considered Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s submission, along with the modelling
outputs from the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Scientific Council,
and input from industry stakeholders and the Government of Nunavut.

The Board made the following recommendations:

RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement, the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board recommend that the Total Allowable Catch
for Greenland halibut in Subarea 0 be established at the maximum sustainable
yield, such that the global Total Allowable Catch be set at 35,328 tonnes for the
2026 season and 34,618 tonnes for the 2027 season.
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FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement,
the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board recommends that the distribution of Total
Allowable Catch for Greenland halibut in Subarea 0 be rolled over from 2025 such
that:
e The distribution of the Total Allowable Catch between NAFO Divisions 0A
and 0B be split on a 50:50 basis, and
¢ Nunavut’s share of Division OA should remain 100% of the Total Allowable
Catch, and its direct share of Division 0B Total Allowable Catch should
remain approximately 50%, plus participation with licenses in the 900-
tonne competitive fishery.

FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement,
the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board recommends that 100 tonnes from the
overall Total Allowable Catch in Division OA be allocated towards inshore fishery
development in the Nunavut Settlement Area.

| Reasons for NWMB Decision

The Board contemplated three model scenarios, which were highlighted by
stakeholders: (1) establishing the Total Allowable Catch at the maximum sustainable
yield, (2) rolling over the Total Allowable Catch, or (3) establishing the Total Allowable
Catch at 85% of the maximum sustainable yield. The maximum sustainable yield option
would produce the highest Total Allowable Catch. In all model scenarios, the stock is
projected to remain in the healthy or safe zone, based on NAFQO’s Precautionary
Approach Framework. Under all scenarios, the model found that the risk of entering the
critical zone was extremely low (<1%), and the risk of entering the cautious zone was
low (4—9%). Under the maximum sustainable yield scenario, there is a 67% probability
that the biomass will decrease by 2027. However, the model does not project how much
lower the biomass may be, and furthermore, it contains large confidence intervals that
suggest the biomass could also increase by 2027. Considering that none of the
projections pose a conservation concern and that the scenarios produce similar
outcomes with wide confidence intervals, the Board does not see reasonable
justification to unduly limit access to the resource.
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100-tonne inshore fishery allocation

It is encouraging to see an increased interest from harvesters in accessing the inshore
fishery quota. However, there remains limited information on the use of this allocation,
its impacts on the inshore or offshore fisheries, and future plans for inshore fishery
development. As such, the Board is concerned with the continued rolling over of the
100-tonne Total Allowable Catch for the inshore fishery if it remains unsurveyed and
with poor reporting. The Board also noted that this exploratory license has extended
longer than what is typical of exploratory licences.

While the Board recommends to again rollover the Total Allowable Catch for the
Division OA inshore exploratory fishery for the 2026 and 2027 seasons, the Board looks
forward to working with Fisheries and Oceans Canada to ensure efficient management
of Greenland halibut resources inside and adjacent to the Nunavut Settlement Area.

Conclusion

The Board hereby forwards its advice to establish a Total Allowable Harvest of 35,328
tonnes for 2026 and 34,618 tonnes for 2027, maintain the current distributions for
Greenland halibut in Subarea 0, and allocate 100 tonnes per year of Division OA Total
Allowable Catch to inshore fishery development inside the Nunavut Settlement Area for
the 2026 and 2027 fishing seasons.

The NWMB looks forward to your reply and completion of the Nunavut Agreement
decision-making process. If you have any questions regarding this letter, do not hesitate
to contact the NWMB.

Sincerely,

( o~ /)
Nl i \{ /) /) /
> / \[" (/i

\\_f,:';j\/a oY ,3'5 b /
Dan Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

CC: Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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Canada Canada
Regional Director Directeur général
General régional

December 19, 2025

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
PO Box 1379

Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO

Via email: receptionist@nwmb.com, tsataa@nwmb.com

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

RE: 2026 and 2027 Canadian Total Allowable Catch (TAC) and Allocations for Greenland
halibut in NAFO Subarea 0

The Minister of Fisheries has set the 2026 and 2027 Canadian TACs for the Northwest Atlantic
Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Subarea 0 Greenland halibut fishery.

The Minister agrees with your Board’s recommendations on TAC level, and has decided that for
2026 and 2027, the TACs in Subarea 0 will be set to the maximum sustainable yield identified in
the 2025 NAFO scientific council stock assessment, at 17,664 t and 17,309 t, respectively.
Further, it was decided that the TACs will be distributed between Divisions OA and 0B by
maintaining the current distribution structure at 52.75 per cent (Division 0A) and 47.25 per cent
(Division 0B), with no change to the fleet-level allocation structure (see Table 1 for details on
TAC and distribution amounts). This includes maintenance of the longstanding 100 t allocation
in Division OA for the purposes of inshore fisheries development and the 900 t fixed-gear
competitive fishery in Division 0B.

As allocations to Nunavut enterprises for Subarea 0 Greenland halibut will be expiring on
December 31, 2025, interims for the 2026 fishing season will initially be set in Division 0B at an
amount equal to 50 per cent of the licence holder’s 2025 Division 0B quota. See Table 2 for
details on interim allocation amounts for Nunavut enterprises.

Canada
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We thank the Board for their recommendations on the 2026 and 2027 fishing seasons. We look
forward to our future collaborative management of this important resource.

Sincerely,

Amy Amos
Regional Director General, Arctic Region | <IA“D*¢/L< 1 DPIL*NNp, >P>C*D I
Fisheries and Oceans Canada | ALST>Ccnr*d® baCI0

CC:

Mark Waddell, Director General, Fisheries Resource Management, National Capital Region;
Christian Marcoux, Regional Director, Fisheries Management, Arctic Region

Canada




Table 1. Distribution and allocation of the 2026 and 2027 TAC for Greenland halibut in Divisions OA

and OB.
NAFO Allocation Enterprise 2026 2026 2027 2027
Division | Type Allocation | Quota Allocation | Quota
Share (%) | (tonnes) | Share (%) | (tonnes)
0A Nunavut Arctic Fishery TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Special Alliance
Allocations Baffin Fisheries TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Coalition
Cumberland TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Sound/Pangnirtung
Fisheries
Qikigtaaluk TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Corporation
Subtotal - 9217.68 - 9030.42
Nunavut 100 100
Inshore
Fisheries
Development
Total 0A 9317.68 9130.42




Table 1. Continued - Distribution and allocation of the 2026 and 2027 TAC for Greenland halibut in
Divisions OA and OB.

0B

Nunavut Arctic Fishery TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Special Alliance
Allocations Baffin Fisheries TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Coalition
Cumberland TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Sound/Pangnirtung
Fisheries
Qikigtaaluk TBD* TBD* TBD* TBD*
Corporation
Subtotal - 4146.17 - 4052.77
Other Special | Torngat Fish N/A 154.880 N/A 151.391
Allocations Producers Co-op
Society Ltd.
Nunatsiavut Group N/A 67.760 N/A 66.234
of Companies *
Labrador N/A 241.999 N/A 236.547
Fisherman Shrimp
Union Co.
Subtotal - 464.639 - 454.172
Enterprise Ocean Choice
Allocations International L.P. 1 5.484 131.647 5.484 128.682
Newfoundland
Industrial
Development
Corp. 2.540 60.984 2.540 59.610
First Nation
Coalition Quota
Ltd. Partnership 75.847 1,820.803 75.847 1,779.787
Harbour Grace
Shrimp Co. Ltd. 4.839 116.159 4.839 113.543
Nordic Fishing Co.
Ltd./MV Osprey 11.290 271.039 11.290 264.934
Subtotal - 2400.632 - 2346.556
Nunavik Makivvik - 434.873 - 425.077
Special
Allocation
Competitive - 900 900
Fixed Gear
Total 0B 8346.32 8178.58

*Allocations for Nunavut enterprises have yet to be determined and will be decided in early 2026.
*Formerly Labrador Inuit Development Corp.




Table 2. Interim Greenland halibut allocations for Nunavut Enterprises in Division OB

NAFO Division Allocation Type Enterprise 2026 Interim Quota
(tonnes)
0B Nunavut Special Arctic Fishery Alliance | 165.529
Allocations Baffin Fisheries 965.524
Coalition
Cumberland 333.939
Sound/Pangnirtung
Fisheries
Qikigtaaluk 455.302
Corporation
Subtotal | 1920.295
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