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Managing wildlife, guided by conservation principles, honouring the key role of Inuit in harvesting, for the well-being of current and future generations in Nunavut.

December 08, 2025

Honourable Joanne Thompson

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
15% Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Thompson,

Re: Carry forward provisions for the Greenland halibut fishery in Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries Organization subarea 0 offshore

NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting on
November 6, 2025 (RM003-2025), Fisheries and Oceans Canada requested the NWMB
provide a recommendation on the establishment of carry-forward provisions for
Greenland halibut (Reinhardftius hippoglossoides) in Subarea 0.

At the NWMB’s In-Camera Meeting on November 6, 2025 (IC003-2025), the Board
considered Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s submission and stakeholder views. Given
that the request presented by Fisheries and Oceans Canada would result in a change to
the Integrated Fisheries Management Plan for Greenland halibut (2019), which is
applied within the Nunavut Settlement Area, the Board made the following decision
according to its mandate outlined in 5.2.34(d)(i) of the Nunavut Agreement:

RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 5.2.34(d)(i) of the Nunavut Agreement, the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board approves that Fisheries and Oceans
Canada modify the 2019 Integrated Fisheries Management Plan for Greenland
halibut to include carry forward provisions in Subarea 0 whereby harvesters may
carry forward up to 15 per cent quota, in eligible years.

Reasons for NWMB Decision

The proposed carry forward provisions allow for greater flexibility and responsiveness of
the fishery to the resource while balancing sustainability considerations. Though the
proposed provisions are more conservative than those adopted in Greenland, they align
with provisions elsewhere in Canada. Fisheries and Oceans Canada did not express
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any conservation concerns with the proposed provisions. Furthermore, fishery
stakeholders are generally supportive of the carry forward provisions; however, it is
suggested that the provisions be adapted to meet the specific needs of Nunavut
fisheries.

Conclusion

The NWMB looks forward to your reply and completion of the Nunavut Agreement
process. If you have any questions regarding this letter, do not hesitate to contact the
NWMB.

Sincerely,

Dan Shewchuk
Chairperson
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

CcC: Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada



Minister of Ministre des

Fisheries and Oceans Péches et des Océans

Ottawa, Canada K1A OE6

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
tsataa@nwmb.com

Dear Mr. Shewchuk,

| am writing in response to your correspondence of December 8, 2025, regarding the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s decision to approve modifications to the 2019
Greenland Halibut Integrated Fisheries Management Plan to include quota carry forward
provisions in Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Subarea 0 (SAQ), whereby
harvesters may carry forward up to 15 per cent of their quota, in eligible years.

| am pleased to accept the NWMB’s decision and appreciate the Board’s continued
collaboration and cooperation in the sustainable management of our shared Greenland
halibut resources.

Yours sincerely,

Adam Burns
Assistant Deputy Minister, Fisheries & Harbour Management
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

c.c..  Denis Ndeloh, Director of Wildlife Management, Nunavut Wildlife Management

Board
Christi Friesen, Manager, Resource Management, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Canada
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