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March 29t 2018
Honourable Joe Savikataaq
Minister of Environment
Government of Nunavut

Dear Minister Joe Savikataaq:

Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the regional
total allowable harvest for the Baffin Bay polar bear subpopulation

1. THE NWMB DECISIONS

On March 08" 2018, during its In-Camera meeting (IC001-2018) in Igaluit, the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) considered the Government of Nunavut-
Department of Environment’s (Department of Environment) Proposal for NWMB Decision
(Proposal) concerning the regional total allowable harvest of the Baffin Bay (BB) polar
bear subpopulation. The Proposal is to: (1) increase the regional total allowable harvest
for the Baffin Bay polar bear subpopulation from 65 to 80 bears, (2) change the current
non-quota limitation from a 2:1 (two males harvested for every female harvested) to a 1:1
(one male harvested for every female harvested) harvest ratio, and (3) in the case of
overharvest of females or males, deduct the same number of females or males
overharvested from the next year’s allocation. At this meeting, the NWMB passed the
following resolutions:

RESOLVED that the NWMB, pursuant to Sections 5.5.3(a), 5.6.16, and 5.6.17(b) of
the Nunavut Agreement, approve an increase by fifteen (15), to the total allowable
harvest in the Nunavut Settlement Area for the Baffin Bay polar bear
subpopulation—resulting in an overall regional total allowable harvest of 80
bears/year.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Section 5.6.48 of the
Nunavut Agreement a modification to the harvest sex ratio for the Baffin Bay polar
bear subpopulation from a 2:1 (two males harvested for every female harvested) to
a 1:1 (one male harvested for every female harvested) harvest ratio.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Section 5.6.48 of the
Nunavut Agreement a modification to the annual flexible quota calculation: in the
case of overharvest of females or males—that the same number of females or
males overharvested are deducted from the following year’s tag allocation.
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2. RATIONALE FOR THE NWMB's DECISIONS

In arriving at this decision, the NWMB carefully considered the recommendations from
the Nunavut Department of Environment and the new information from the three-year
(2011-2014) Baffin Bay polar bear study: Re-Assessment of the Baffin Bay and Kane
Basin Polar Bear Subpopulations: Final Report to the Canada-Greenland Joint
Commission on Polar Bear, 2016; and the Harvest Assessment for Baffin Bay and Kane
Basin Polar Bear Subpopulations: Final Report to the Canada-Greenland Joint
Commission on Polar Bear, 2017 completed by the Scientific Working Group of the
Canada-Greenland Joint Commission on Polar Bear?.

The study estimated that there are 2,826 polar bears (95% Confidence interval = 2,059—
3,593) in the Baffin Bay subpopulation, an abundance level that may be higher than
estimated by the previous study from 1994 to 1997 (2,074, 95% Confidence
Interval=1,544-2,604), but the two estimates cannot be directly compared due to
differences in study methods and area coverage. The 2011-2014 study also raised
concerns about the survival rate of males in the subpopulation, as females comprised
nearly 70% of independent bears sampled. Additionally, the study showed that long-term
decline in the reproductive rates of Baffin Bay polar bears was associated with sea ice
conditions.

The Baffin Bay polar bear harvest assessment showed that an annual harvest rate of
5.7% of the subpopulation (160 bears/year) will meet the Joint Commission’s objective
of keeping the subpopulation near its maximum productivity with a 70% chance of
success (medium risk). This finding, which takes into account the synergistic effects of
harvesting, survival and climate change, assumes that a new survey and total allowable
harvest recommendation will be carried out within the next fifteen (15) years.

The Board also acknowledged the Joint Commission’s recommended allocation of eighty
(80) polar bears for Nunavut and eighty (80) polar bears for Greenland.

The NWMB'’s decision also considered the following:

e There is evidence that male survival in the subpopulation is very low (30% male
survival versus 70% female survival in the subpopulation). A one female to one

! The five-member Scientific Working Group was established by the Canada-Greenland Joint Commission on Polar
Bear (Joint Commission) to provide the Joint Commission with scientific advice and recommendations with respect
to the conservation and management of polar bears. Membership is comprised of two representatives from each of
the Canadian and Greenlandic research institutes/agencies, and a fifth member appointed by the Scientific Working
Group co-chairs from a research institute that is independent of both Canada and Greenland.
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male harvest ratio will ensure that the population does not decline because of a
lack of males;

¢ Greenland has implemented a total allowable harvest of eighty (80) polar bears for
the Greenland portion of Baffin Bay subpopulation;

e In Nunavut, the communities of Pond Inlet, Clyde River, and Qikigtarjuaq harvest
from the Baffin Bay subpopulation. The community Hunters and Trappers
Organizations were extensively consulted by the Department of Environment and
each provided a letter in support of the Department of Environment’s
recommendations;

¢ Inuit Qaujimajatugangit (IQ) maintains that the Baffin Bay polar bear subpopulation
is increasing and bears have become a public safety danger to people and
property;

e Existing credits will be zeroed when the new total allowable is determined, as per
the 2009 Memorandum. The credit reset is a benefit to communities, as each will
be allocated their entire quota in 2018/2019.

As per section 5.3.8 of the Nunavut Agreement, the NWMB is hereby forwarding its
decisions concerning the harvest management of the Baffin Bay polar bear
subpopulation.

The NWMB looks forward to your prompt reply and timely completion of the Nunavut
Agreement Article 5 decision-making process.

Should you or your officials have any questions or concerns about the content of this
letter, please contact the NWMB.

Yours sincerely,

Daniel Shewchuk
Acting Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

cc — Drikus Gissing, Director of Wildlife Management, Nunavut Department of
Environment
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April 19, 2018

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

Acting Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
P.O Box 1379

Iqaluit, NU XOA OHO

Dear Mr. Shewchuk:

Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the total
allowable harvest for the Baffin Bay polar bear subpopulation

Thank you for your decision concerning a Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) for the Baffin
Bay polar bear subpopulation in Nunavut.

To reiterate the decision of the NWMB:

O

‘RESOLVED that the NWMB, pursuant fo Sections 5.5.3(a), 5.6.16, and
5.6.17(b) of the Nunavut Agreement, approve an increase by fifteen (15), to
the total allowable harvest in the Nunavut Settlement Area for the Baffin Bay
polar bear subpopulation — resulting in an overall regional total allowable
harvest of 80 bears/year.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Section 5.6.48
of the Nunavut Agreement a modification to the harvest sex ratio for the Baffin
Bay polar bear subpopulation from a 2:1 (two males harvested for every
female harvested) fo a 1.1 (one male harvested for every female harvested)
harvest ratio.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Section 5.6.48
of the Nunavut Agreement a modification to the annual flexible quota
calculation: in the case of overharvest of females or males — that the same
number of females or males overharvested are deducted from the following
year’s tag allocation.”




| hereby accept your decision to approve an increase to the TAH for the regional total
allowable harvest in the Nunavut settlement area of the Baffin Bay subpopulation of
fifteen (15) polar bears, resulting in an overall regional TAH of eighty (80) bears per
year.

| hereby accept your decision to modify the agreed sex selective harvest system
outlined in the Nunavut Polar Bear MOU’s from the current 2:1 (two males harvested for
every female harvested) to a 1:1 (one male harvested for every female harvested)
harvest ratio.

Further, | hereby accept your decision to modify the annual flexible quota calculation: in
the case of overharvest of females or males such that the same number of females or
males overharvested are deducted from the following year’s tag allocation.

| will implement these decisions effective July 1, 2018.

Thank you again for your letter and | look forward to ongoing collaboration with the
NWMB for effective wildlife management.

C:“AA‘-A‘y,

. .. _ikataag
Minister

Cc. Pauloosie Suvega - Deputy Minister, Department of Environment
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