
 

 

 

 

ᒫᔾᔨ 29th 2018 
 
ᔪ ᓴᕕᑲᑕᖅ 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ 
 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᓴᕕᑲᑕᖅ: 
 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᖅ: ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒍ 

ᓇᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ  ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᖏᑦ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓇᓄᖏᓐᓂᑦ 

 
1.  ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖏᑦ 
 
ᒫᔾᔨ 08th 2018-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑲᓐᖑᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ (IC001-2018)-ᒥᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔾᔪᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ (ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᒧᑦ) ᐱᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐊᒡᒍᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᖏᑦ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᖏᓐᓂᑦ 
ᓇᓐᓄᒐᒃᓴᑦ ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᑦ.  ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᖁᔨᕗᖔᕈᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ: 
 
ᐆᕝ ᓴᕐ ᖏ� ᒻ ᓃᕐ ᑑ� ᐃᒦᔅ ᓇᔭ ᓴᕉᔅ ᐄᑑ� ᑮᐸᒦᓴᖃ ᑑ, ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ ᐃᒪᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5.5.3(a), 
5.6.16, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 5.6.17(b) ᒻ ᓃᕐ ᒐ� ᐄᖃ ᖀᐸᑳᒃ ᐸᑑ, ᐊᖏᖅᓯᖁᓪᓗᖏᑦ ᓱᕋᒃᑕᐅᖁᓇᒍ ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᖏᓐᓂᑦ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᕌᕈᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒃ (5)-ᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ. 
 
 
1. ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖓ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᖓᑦᑕ 
 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᓂᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᒐᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᑦᑎᐊᕐᖢᑎᒃᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔭᓕᐊᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦᑕ 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᑖᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐱᓯᒪᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑐᑦ (2013-2014) 
ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ: ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓇᓄᓕᕆᔨᓂᑦ, 2016; ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐸᕙᓐ ᐸᐃᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ: ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖅ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑉ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᓪᓗ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓇᓄᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ, 2017 ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 



 

 

 

 

ᑭᒡᓕᓯᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑭᒡᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓇᓄᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ1. ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 357-ᓂᒃ 
ᓇᓄᖃᖅᑐᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ (95% ᐅᒃᐱᕆᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᑕ ᐊᑯᑦᑐᓂᖓ= 221–493) ᑲᐃᓐ  ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ, ᐅᓄᕐᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂᑦ ᐊᕐᕋᒍᖏᓐᓂᑦ 1994 ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 1997 (164 ᓇᓄᐃᑦ, 95%  ᐅᒃᐱᕆᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᑕ 
ᐊᑯᑦᑐᓂᖓ = 94-234), ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᓐᓂᕆᔭᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓐᖏᓚᑦ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᔾᔪᓯᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ. 
 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᖃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ: 
 

• ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓇᓐᓄᒐᓱᐊᖅᐸᒃᑐᑑᕗᑦ 
• ᑕᐃᒪᓐᖓᓂᑦ 1997, ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ ᑲᐃᓐ ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᓇᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ 

ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐱᓐᖏᓴᐃᓐᓇᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᖅ; ᑰᑕᖃᕈᑎᒃ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑭᓐᖒᒪᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᖅ 

• ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᖏᑕ ᑎᒥᖁᑎᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᕋᓱᐊᕐᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒃᓱᑲᓪᒪᒃ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔭᓕᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᕌᕈᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ 

• ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᓇᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᐃᓐ 
ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᓂᑦ 9-ᖑᓪᓗᑎᒃ 

• ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᓇᓐᓄᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᖏᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᒋᑦ, ᐅᖓᑖᓄᐊᕈᔾᔨᓂᐊᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ 
ᑲᑎᑕᐅᒐᓗᐊᖅᐸᑕ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ ᓇᓐᓄᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᖏᑦ ᑲᐃᓐ 
ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᓂᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᐊᕐᓂᐊᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᓯᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑭᒡᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔭᓕᐊᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᖁᓗᓂᒃ (10) ᓇᓐᓄᒍᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ (2.8 %-ᖓ 
ᑕᐅᕗᓐᖓᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ) 

 
ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5.3.8 ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐸᕙᓐ ᐸᐃᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦᑲᐃᓐ 
ᐸᐃᓴᓐᒧᐊᖅᑕᖅᑐᐃᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 
 

                                                 
1 ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᓯᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑭᒡᓕᑎᑦᓯᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓄᓕᕆᔨᑦ (ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᑦ) ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᓯᓂᐊᖅᑎᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᒋᐊᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔭᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᐅᖅᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓯᓂᐅᑉ ᓇᓄᐃᑦ 
ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ.  ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᕕᖕᓂᑦ/ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖏᓐᓂᑦ, ᑕᓪᓕᒪᖓᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨ ᑎᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᑭᒡᓕᓯᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑭᒡᓕᑎᑦᑎᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑕ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᕕᖕᒥᓐᖔᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᑕᓂᖃᖏᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑯᑭᑦᑐᕐᒧᑦ. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᓂᕆᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᐅᔭᐅᑲᐅᑎᒋᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕿᓚᒻᒥᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑎ ᐃᓚᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓ 5 ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᖓᑕ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕆᕙᒃᑕᖓ. 
 
 
ᓇᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓯ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑲᐅᑎᑦ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᖅᐸᑕ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒍᑎᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᖅᐸᑕᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐅᑯᐊ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ. 

 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ, 
 

 
 
ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᓯᐅᓴᒃ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐅᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
 
 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᓯᐊᕐᒥᔪᖅ– Drikus Gissing, ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑦᓯᔨ, ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦ 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
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March 29th 2018 
 
Honourable Joe Savikataaq 
Minister of Environment 
Government of Nunavut 
 
Dear Minister Savikataaq: 
 
Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the total 

allowable harvest for the Kane Basin polar bear subpopulation 
 
1.  THE NWMB DECISIONS 
 
On March 08th 2018, during its In-Camera meeting (IC001-2018) in Iqaluit, the Nunavut 
Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) considered the Government of Nunavut-
Department of Environment’s Proposal for NWMB Decision (Proposal) concerning the 
total allowable harvest of the Kane Basin (KB) polar bear subpopulation. At this meeting, 
the NWMB passed the following resolutions:  
 
RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Sections 5.5.3(a), 5.6.16, and 
5.6.17(a) of the Nunavut Agreement the Proposal to maintain the total allowable 
harvest in the Nunavut Settlement Area for the Kane Basin polar bear 
subpopulation at five (5) bears/year allocated to the community of Grise Fiord.  
 
2. RATIONALE FOR THE NWMB’s DECISIONS 
 
In arriving at this decision, the NWMB carefully considered the recommendations from 
the Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment and new information from a 
two-year (2013-2014) Kane Basin polar bear study: Re-Assessment of the Baffin Bay and 
Kane Basin Polar Bear Subpopulations: Final Report to the Canada-Greenland Joint 
Commission on Polar Bear, 2016; and  the Harvest  Assessment for Baffin Bay and Kane 
Basin Polar Bear Subpopulations: Final Report to the Canada-Greenland Joint 
Commission on Polar Bear, 2017 completed by the Scientific Working Group of the 
Canada-Greenland Joint Commission on Polar Bear1. The study estimated that there are 
357 polar bears (95% Confidence Interval = 221–493) in the Kane Basin subpopulation, 

                                                 
1 The five-member Scientific Working Group was established by the Canada-Greenland Joint Commission on Polar 
Bear (Joint Commission) to provide the Joint Commission with scientific advice and recommendations with respect 
to the conservation and management of polar bears. Membership is comprised of two representatives from each of 
the Canadian and Greenlandic research institutes/agencies, and a fifth member appointed by the Scientific Working 
Group co-chairs from a research institute that is independent of both Canada and Greenland. 



 

 

 

 

an abundance level that may be higher than estimated by the previous study from 1994 
to 1997 (164 bears, 95% Confidence Interval = 94-234), but the two estimates cannot be 
directly compared due to differences in study methods and area coverage.  
 
The NWMB’s decision also considered the following: 
 

• Grise Fiord is the only Nunavut community that harvests from the Kane Basin 
polar bear subpopulation 

• Since 1997, average annual harvest of Kane Basin polar bears by Grise Fiord 
harvesters was less than one bear, as such; the quota of five bears fulfills 
community needs 

• The Grise Fiord HTO was extensively consulted by the Nunavut Department of 
Environment and the community supports the recommendation of five polar 
bears/year 

• Greenland has implemented a total allowable harvest of nine (9) polar bears for 
the Greenland portion of the Kane Basin subpopulation  

• Given the historic rate of removal from Grise Fiord, it is unlikely that the 
combined Nunavut and Greenland annual removal from the Kane Basin polar 
bear subpopulation will exceed the Scientific Working Group’s recommendation 
of 10 bears/year (2.8% of the subpopulation) 

 
As per Section 5.3.8 of the Nunavut Agreement, the NWMB is hereby forwarding its 
decisions concerning the harvest management of the Kane Basin polar bear 
subpopulation.  
 
The NWMB looks forward to your prompt reply and timely completion of the Nunavut 
Agreement Article 5 decision-making process.  
 
Should you or your officials have any questions or concerns about the content of this 
letter, please contact the NWMB. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Daniel Shewchuk 
Acting Chairperson of the 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
 
cc – Drikus Gissing, Director of Wildlife Management, Nunavut Department of                                                                                                                        
Environment 
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April 19, 2018 

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk 
Acting Chairperson 
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
P.O Box 1379 
Iqaluit, NU XOA OHO 

Dear Mr. Shewchuk: 

r a-"C <1~nc-n..~bda. ..oc 
Minister of Environment 
Ministaat Avatiliqiyitkut 
Ministre de !'Environnement 

Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the total 
allowable harvest for the Kane Basin polar bear subpopulation 

Thank you for your decision concerning a Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) for the Kane 
Basin polar bear subpopulation in Nunavut. 

To reiterate the decision of the NWMB: 

"RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Sections 5.5.3(a), 5.6.16, and 
5.6.17(b) of the Nunavut Agreement, the Proposal to maintain the total allowable 
harvest in the Nunavut Settlement Area for the Kane Basin polar bear subpopulation 
at five (5) bears/year allocated to the community of Grise Fiord." 

hereby accept your decision to maintain the TAH for the regional total allowable 
harvest in the Nunavut settlement region of the Kane Basin subpopulation at five (5) 
polar bears to be allocated to the community of Grise Fiord. 

Thank you again for your letter and I look forward to ongoing collaboration with the 
NWMB for effective wildlife management. 

1 
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Cc. Pauloosie Suvega - Deputy Minister, Department of Environment 
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Minister of Environment 
Ministaat Avatiliqiyitkut 
Ministre de !'Environnement 
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