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The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) priorities are based on the 
NWMB’s main duties and functions as set out in subsections 5.2.33 and 5.2.34 of the 
Nunavut Agreement. In addition, the NWMB’s priorities reflect the relative importance of 
different wildlife species to Inuit harvesting. The NWMB uses these priorities to evaluate 
proposals for funding submitted to the Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit Research Fund, Nunavut 
Wildlife Research Trust, and Nunavut Wildlife Studies Fund. 

NWMB Mandate-Based Priorities 

Tier Priority 

1 
Surveys or studies whose primary objective is to produce a population 
estimate or other abundance indices, enabling assessment of Total 
Allowable Harvest. 

2 
Research that supports or informs the establishment, modification, or 
removal of Total Allowable Harvest or Non-Quota Limitations, without 
generating a population estimate. 

3 Research that contributes information to the development of wildlife 
management plans or the identification and protection of important habitats. 

4 
Research that contributes information to the reassessment of species 
previously designated as at risk by the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada. 

Species Priority Ranking 

Tier Species 

1 Caribou1, ringed seal 

2 Arctic char, beluga, narwhal 

3 Bearded seal, bowhead, muskox, polar bear, walrus 



4 
Arctic fox, Arctic hare, Arctic cod2, eider, Greenland halibut, grizzly, harbour 
seals, migratory game birds, lake trout, mussels and clams, ptarmigan, 
raptors, shrimp, wolverine, and wolves 

5 
Atlantic cod, killer whale, moose, non-game migratory birds, other freshwater 
fish harvested in the NSA, other marine mammals, potential commercial 
marine species/exploratory fisheries, ravens, red fox, sculpin, and siksik 

1Includes Belcher Island reindeer 
2Includes commonly harvested cod species in Nunavut, aside from Atlantic cod 
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