
SUBMISSION TO THE 

 

NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD 
 

FOR 
 
Information: X       Decision:  

Issue: 2010-2013 Regional Wildlife Management and Research Priorities for Nunavut 
 
Background:  
 
In September 2010, the Board approved changes to its policy on the “Identification of NWMB 
and Regional Wildlife Management and Research Priorities for Nunavut”. As per the policy, the 
priority lists identify research and management priorities separately. The research priorities 
allow regions to rank research needs on a priority basis and are used by the NWMB in the 
evaluation of Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust (NWRT) applications. The identification of 
management priorities is meant to allow regions to rank management priorities that cannot be 
addressed specifically by research.  
 
As per the policy, the NWMB is required to hold priority workshops once every three years in 
each region.  NWMB staff completed the workshops in the fall/winter of 2010 and priority lists 
have been finalized for the Kivalliq and Baffin regions (refer to appendices). To date, the 
Kitikmeot priority list has not been finalized. Wildlife section staff have attempted on numerous 
occasions over the past four months to receive an update on the status of the finalization of the 
list with the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board (KRWB) and the Nunavut Inuit Wildlife Secretariat 
(NIWS), however no response has been received.  
 
Recommendation:  
 
The next step in the process as required by the policy is to send a letter to all government 
departments informing them of the regional priorities.  The letter will ask how the departments 
intend to address the wildlife management priorities identified by communities, and request that 
the Board be provided a progress report on the issue by July 31st. This process is in place to 
ensure that regional priorities are being given proper consideration by government departments. 
 
Wildlife section staff will proceed with the drafting and issuance of the letter and will further 
attempt to contact the KRWB regarding the finalization of the Kitikmeot list. 
 
Consultations: Rebecca Jeppesen, Wildlife Management Biologist, NWMB; Lesley Farrow, 
Wildlife Management Biologist;  
 
Prepared By: Adam Schneidmiller, Wildlife Management Biologist, NWMB 
 
Date: March 2nd, 2011 

 



er3]bl4u >smJ5 yK9ostd/5 2010-2013  

Baffin Regional Wildlife Priorities 2010-2013 

#1   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

ᑐᒃᑐᑦ: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᖅ ᒫᓐᓇᕐᓂᓴᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 

ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖅᑕᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 

Caribou: Research on recent migration routes 

ᑐᒃᑐᐊᓛᑦ (ᖁᑦᓯᒃᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᖏᑦ): ᓴᓇᓗᑎᒃ 

ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᓂᒃ 

Peary Caribou: Develop management plan 

ᑐᒃᑐᐊᓛᑦ (ᖁᑦᓯᒃᑐᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᖏᑦ): ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 

ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ 

Peary Caribou: Population estimate 

ᑐᒃᑐᑦ: ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᐅᖅᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐅᐸᓗᖓᐃᔭᐅᑎᑦ (ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᑦ) 
Caribou: Complete conservation strategy 
(Nunavut wide) 

ᑐᒃᑐᑦ: ᐊᒪᕈw5 sk3ylxiq8k5 g4gOJ6  
Caribou: Wolf predation rates causing decline? 

kN~o5 wMsi3nso3lt4 `smJoEi3j5 
xsMtisJu4 
Increase community involvement in wildlife 
management 

ᑐᒃᑐᑦ: ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ 

(ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ) 
Caribou: Population estimate (Baffin Island) 

ᕿᓚᓗᒐᑦ ᖃᑯᖅᑕᑦ: ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ (ᑎᓄᔾᔨᕕᖕᒥ) 
Beluga: Management plan (Cumberland 
Sound) 

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᓂᕿᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ 

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᐅᖃᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓗᑎᒃ 

ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᑐᖁᕋᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ (ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 

ᒥᑭᒃᑑᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᒥᕐᓗᖃᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᐊᕈᓯᑦ 

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ 

ᓂᕿᒌᖃᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
Marine Ecosystems: Research into cause of 
die-offs (small fish and invertebrates) and the 
effects on marine food chain 

ᐊᕙᑎᐅᑉ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓕᖅᑐᖅ 

ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᑦ 

ᐅᓯᖃᖅᑕᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᓯᔨᐅᔪᑦ 

ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᑭᕐᒥ 
Environmental protection from increased 
marine shipping and industrial development 

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ: ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ 
GblDts2 bEszH 
Polar Bear: Population estimate (Baffin Bay) 

ᓇᓄᐃᑦ: ᓇᓐᓄᒃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ wMQxbslt4 
GblDts2 bEszH 
Polar Bear: Increase TAH (Baffin Bay) 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᐱᑦ: ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖅᑕᖅᑕᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᖓᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖃᑦᑕᕐᒃᒪᖔᑕ ᓇᒧᑦ 
Arctic Char: Migration routes and timing 

ᐃᖃᓗwᑦ bEsusb5: ᖃᐅᔨᓴ3ᓗᑎᒃ 

ᓂᐅᕐᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᕐᒪᖔᑕ 

ᐱᕕᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂᒃ 
Arctic Char: Explore commercial fishing 
opportunities 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃwᑦ bEsusb5: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖏᑕ 

ᐋᖅᑭᒡᓱᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ - ᐊᖏᔫᑕᐅᓂᖅᓴᓂᒃ 

ᐃᖃᓗᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑐᑦ (ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᖅ) 
Arctic Char: Research on age structure - larger 
fish being caught (Qikiqtarjuaq) 

 



ᐳᐃᔨᑦ: ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖓ ᓯᓚᐅᑉ 

ᐊᓯᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᑕ / ᐃᒪᐅᑉ 

ᐅᖅᑰᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓ 
Marine Mammals: Effects of climate change / 
warmer waters 

 

ᐃᖅᑲᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᑯᑭᐅᔭᖃᖅᑐᑦ: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓗᑎᒃ 

ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᑕ k~l`/ 

s/Cys3t4f5 (ᓯᑯᓯᓛ) 
Crustaceans: Research required for 
exploratory fishery (Foxe Basin, Mary River 
Mining)   

 

#2   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

ᐊᓪᓚᓐᖑᐊᑦ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᑦ: cktQ sk3tQm1̀Zb 

(er6̀blo`mj5) 
Narwhal: Population estimate (Baffin Wide) 

ᐊᓪᓚᓐᖑᐊᑦ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᑦ: ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ (er6`blo`mj5) 
Narwhal: Management plan (Baffin Wide) 

ᓇᑦᑎᑦ: ᐅᒪᔫᖃᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᒋᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐊᑯᓚᐃᓐᓂᖏᑦ (ᓲᕐᓗ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ) ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᑦᑎᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
Ringed Seals: Predation rates (e.g. by polar 
bear) and the impact on populations 
 

ᕿᓚᓗᒐᐃᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᓐᖑᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᑯᖅᑕᑦ: 

ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒋᑦ 

ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᒃᑐᕋᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 

ᒪᓕᖓᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
Narwhal and Beluga: Follow-up with 
communities regarding completion of trial 
CBM System 

ᓇᑦᑎᑦ: ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᖅ ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖅᑕᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᒃᑕᕐᕕᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
Ringed Seals: Research on migration and 
movement 

 

ᓇᑦᑎᑦ: ᐅᑭᐅᖏᑕ ᐋᖅᑭᒡᓱᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ / 

ᕿᑐᕐᖏᐅᕐᓂᖏᑦ (ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᑦ ᐊᒃᑑᑎᐅᓂᖅᓴᑦ 

ᓇᑦᑎᑦ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ) 
Ringed Seals: Age structure / Productivity 
(more large seals seen) 

 

ᓇᑦᑎᑦ: ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

(ᐅᓄᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓱᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ) 
Ringed Seals: Population estimates (suspected 

decline) 

 

#3   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

ᐋᕐᓗᐃᑦ: ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒥᒃᓴᐅᓴᒃᑕᐅlt4 
Killer whales: Population estimates  

ᐊᕐᕕᑦ: ᓄᑖᕈᕆᐊᕐᓗAᑦ ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 

ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ x7ml x3?4bsJN3g5 
Bowhead: Update management plan & TAH 

ᐋᕐᓗᐃᑦ: ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖏᑦ ᐳᐃ̀ᔨk5 ᐅᒥᖕᒪᑦ: ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓗᑎᒃ 



Killer Whales: Impacts on other marine 
mammals 

ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ 

ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᑦ ᐱᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ (ᖁᑦᓯᒃᑐᕐᒥ) 
Musk-ox: Identify management objectives 
with communities (high arctic) 

#4   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

 ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᓯᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
Improved reporting of research projects and 
results to communities 

#5   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ i3JtQqbK5: ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖏᑦ 

ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐆᒪᔪᖁᑎᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
Alien species: Effects of range expansion on 
local wildlife 

 

#6   yK9ostd/5 Priorities 

cspn3i6 Research xsM5yi6 Management 

 ᐊᐃᕕᑦ: ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᓐᖏᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ 

(blDt) 
Walrus: Management plan (Baffin Bay) 

 ᐊᐃᕕᑦ: ᒥᐊᓂᕆᔭᐅᓂᓐᖏᓄᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ 

(ᓯᑯᓯᓛFxu5`g2 bEsz) 
Walrus: Management plan (Foxe Basin) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



r?9o3u >smJ3i4 cspn3i3j5 x7ml xsM5yi3j5 yK9ostd/5 @)!)_@)!# 
Kivalliq Regional Wildlife Research and Management Priorities 2010-2013   
 
#1 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       
Wz8Nzi vq3hx~l2 x7ml xu5g3u Nkw5 
cspn3bsiq5 
Western Hudson’s Bay and Foxe Basin Polar Bear 
population assessment  

vmQlQ5 wkw5_Nkw5 xvw9osct̀QAtq5 
Gw7mc hC5tE?8iq5 Wdti4, X[=n4X8iq5 
e8ii4, xyq9lH 
Address human-bear conflict (i.e. damage to 
property, disturbance of food caches, etc.)  

cspn3i6 x5gwiq8i4 xati4_iDx3i3j5 
xaNh9li Nk3i4 
Research the effects of sex-specific selection 
during harvests on polar bear  
 

xuhDEx3lQ5 W/5n5 Wz8Nzi vq3hx~l2 
x7ml xu5g6u Nkw5 GW/5n5 r?9o3u 
wkwn8i3<Xa7mb xyq8i x[Ag3ymizi 
kNK5H 
Increase quotas for Western Hudson’s Bay  and 
Foxe Basin Polar Bear (quotas in the Kivalliq region 
are much lower than the other regions in Nunavut)  

cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 xuhD3X9oxiqb 
su4mw5 g4gi4 
Assess the impacts of increasing musk ox 
populations on caribou  

r?9o3u >smJoE>p5 vmJ5 W7mEsJi4 >smJ3i4 
Gxw=3i4, Nk3i4, g4gi4, xyq8i9lH 
Kivalliq Region biologists for important species 
(walrus, polar bear, caribou, etc.) 

cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 cimNw5 x7ml 
Ws8qlxo3iq5 g4gi4 n9~o5 er3]blxi 
Assess the impacts of disease and poor health on 
caribou populations on Southampton Island  

xsMbslt4 xuhD3X9oxiq5 x4Iw5 
GxuhDEx3lQ5 xaNh4bsA8N3iq5H 
Manage growing grizzly bear populations (increase 
harvesting opportunities)  

g4gw5 cspn3bslt4  
Caribou population assessments  
 

x4Iw5 xsMbsiq8k5 X3NA5 _ <xeQx3lA 
wMz @$ sfx kNK5u moZ3Jx6 WsyQx3li 
x4Ii4 xsM5yi6 
Grizzly bear management plan - amendments to 
Section 24 of the Nunavut Act needed to improve 
grizzly bear management  

cspn3i6 ~k5b3iq8i4 g4gw5 wMQostlQ5 
wkw5 cspm/gcq5 
Research on migration of caribou incorporating IQ  

xuhDEx3lQ5 W/5n5 x9M8ax5 r?9o3u 
Increase quotas for narwhal for the Kivalliq Region  

wkw5 cspm/gcq5 cspn3bslt4 W9lQ5 
g4gw5 ckwo3iq5 
IQ studies on caribou population status  

xfisoQx3lA ̀rNs0/5nDtQlQ5 WZhx3Nw5 
wcl4W8i4 
Increase the length of the commercial harvesting 
season for arctic char  

x5gwiq5 W?9ox/5 g4gi4 
The impact of development on caribou 
populations 

xsMbslt4 xuhD3X9oxJ5 xmDw5 
GxuhDEx3lQ5 xaNh4bsA8N3iq5H 
Manage growing wolf populations (increase 
harvesting opportunities)  
 

sx8Nzi vq3hx~l2 wlxb x9M8ax5 
cspn3bslt4 
Northern Hudson's Bay narwhal population 
assessment  
 

 
#2 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       
cspn3lQ5 wcl4Wc3g5 ]f5 x7ml b<y5 
Studies on arctic char river and lake populations  

vmcbsi3nslt4 wkw5 cspn3iu 
Greater involvement of Inuit in research  



vmQlQ5 wh>mlÀt5 W9lA x5gwiz bys/zi 
u4yf s6hxl4 f=Ms3g6 g~M5b3gi4 t7ux3i4 
Gva3i4H 
Address concerns about the impacts of the Gulf of 
Mexico oil spill on migratory birds (snow geese)  
 

vmQlQ5 xbsys8q5gi_xsM5y[=sJi W0Jt~o5 
Wcbslt4 kN=4us5 
Address inter-jurisdictional issues with Northern 
Quebec  

xw`=5 cspn3bslt4 
Walrus population assessment  
 

yM3Jx3u wh>mlÀt5 W9lQ5 bs3<yAbs?8iq5 
xw`=5 >g>Zqb x6fbsli xsM5yi3j5 X3NA5 
Gw7mc >g>Z5H 
International concerns regarding trade in walrus 
tusks addressed through a management plan (i.e. 
ivory)  
 

 xsMbslt4 xuhD3X9oxJ5 su4mw5 
Manage growing musk ox populations  
 
Wbco3tbsli NkoEps2 wiz vmix3g6 
r?9o3u 
Establish a polar bear biologist position dedicated 
to the Kivalliq Region  
 
W?9ox/slt4 ̀rNs0/5nDtQlQ5 
wcl4W8ix3~i5 
Develop commercial arctic char fisheries 
 

 
#3 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       
x4Iw5 cspn3bslt4 
Grizzly bear population assessment  

bf<?5ni4 xaNh4vwi3j5 W=5n5 x4Ii4 
Sport hunting opportunities for grizzly bear  

su4mw5 cspn3bslt4 
Musk ox population assessment  

W?9ox/slt4 W=5nsJ5 bf<?5ni4 
xaNh4vwi3u4 su4m8i4 
Develop opportunities for sport hunts for musk ox  W?9ox/sli wMQostlQ5 wkw5 

cspm/gcq5 x7ml cspn3t7m~E5 >smJ3i4 
xsM54yi3j5 x7ml cspn3i3j5 
Develop ways to incorporate IQ and science into 
wildlife management and research  

gnsmct̀Q8i3nslt4 x7ml wvJ3t`Q8i3nslt4 
kN~o5 x7ml xsM5yct̀Q8i3j5 vmcbsJ5 
Greater communication and cooperation between 
communities and co-management partners  cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 czb<J4f5 cspn3~i5 

x7ml czb<J5 czb?8iq5 >smJ3i4 
Assess impacts of aerial surveys and air traffic on 
wildlife  

cspn3lt4 Wcbsi3nslQ5 w8Ngcw5 
cspmiq5 x7ml wkw5 cspm/gcq5 
More studies involving elder knowledge and IQ  

x5gwiq5 W?9ox/5 ckw8iq8i4 >smJ5 
The impact of development on health of wildlife 

`rNs/tA5 wvJ3bsiq5 xaNh4goE>p5 
wo8ix3t5ylt4 s=4v8i4 xaNh4ti4 
~N7m5gi4 xaNhAy3i4 
Funding assistance for HTOs to educate younger 
hunters on proper hunting techniques  
 

 
 
#4 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       



cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 xuhD3X9oxJ5 xmDw5 
g4gi4 
Assess the impact of growing wolf populations on 
caribou  
 

 

 

 
 
#5 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       
 xaNh4bsA8N3iq5 vaw5 

Harvesting opportunities for snow geese  

 
#6 cspn3i6 Research     xsM5yi6  Management       
xmso[Jx5 ùt5 cspn3bslt4 Gwh>mlÀt5 
W9lQ5 Nkw5 iec3X8iq5 xuhxl8i4 
m8ii4H 
Eider duck population assessment (concerns about 
polar bears consuming large numbers of eggs)  
 

wvJ3lQ5 kN~o5 W?9oxt5yt9lQ5 bf<?5ni4 
xaNh4vwi3j5 xw=3i4 
Assist communities with developing sport hunting 
opportunities for walrus  
 

cspn3lQ5 ~k2X9ox9lt4 x6ftq5 x9M8ax5 
Research on migration routes of narwhal  

 

cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 bEs4f5 wq[C?5g5 
bEs3u >smJXs/3i4 
Assess the impacts of marine traffic on marine 
mammals 
 

 

cspn3lQ5 x5gwiq5 bf<?5ni4 xaNh4vw~i5, 
]b4fx WZhx3X7mb X8iXs/3i4, g4gc3gi 
Assess the impact of sport hunts, which target 
large bulls, on caribou populations  
 

 

 

 
 
 


