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Issue: Information on progress of the community-based management plan for 

Bluenose-East caribou in Nunavut 
 
Background 
 
• In June 2015, the Bluenose-East caribou population was estimated at 38,592 animals, 

which was significantly lower than the 2013 population estimate of 68,000 caribou, 
representing an annual decline of 21%. 

• Barren-ground caribou, such as the Bluenose-East herd, were assessed as Threatened in 
2016 by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) 
(Appendix I).  

• With the recent assessment by COSEWIC, there is a strong emphasis on developing a 
management plan for the Bluenose-East herd. 

• In December 2016, based on the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decision, the GN 
Minister of Environment implemented a Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) of 340 caribou for the 
Bluenose-East herd and supported the development of a community-based management 
plan referred to as the “Integrated Community Caribou Management Plan” (ICCMP) 
(attachment 1). 

 
Current Status  
• The Government of Nunavut, Department of Environment, continues to offer its assistance 

in working closely with affected Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTOs) and the 
Regional Wildlife Organization (RWO) to further develop their draft ICCMP for the 
Bluenose-East herd. 

• On June 2016, during the NWMB Public Hearing, the Kugluktuk HTO presented a draft of 
the ICCMP for the Bluenose-East herd.  

• On July 2017, The Department of Environment sent a letter to the respective HTOs to offer 
technical support and resource assistance towards the further development of the ICCMP 
for the Bluenose-East herd (attachment 2). 

• The Department continues to engage and work closely with affected communities and 
respective co-management partners (HTOs, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, and 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.) on management needs. 

 

Recommendation 
• N/A 
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