Annex 2

Musk Oxen in the Kitikmeot.
According to Inuit oral history long ago (long ago may mean more then 100 years ago) Musk Ox roamed the eastern Kitikmeot.  There are remnants of musk ox heads that Inuit come across on the tundra in the area.  There is a combination of reasons why the Musk Ox left the area.  The habitat is the main reason that it is thought the Musk Ox left eastern Kitikmeot.  The other was the coming of hunting with guns.  The animal when confronted goes into a defense mode called Itikmik, forming a circle.  This tactic makes it easy for a hunter to catch what he needs.  Although the animal is free roaming it was known that these animals did not migrate far.  It is said when coming across old tracks a hunter will eventually catch up to them within a day or two by dog team.  Today this is a few hours by a snowmobile.  
Inuit observations suggest that the Musk Ox in the high arctic islands tend to be much smaller then the one on the main land.  This is because of the habitat.  The difference can be by 100 pounds or more.  
Inuit observations have seen the musk ox migrate from Victoria Island to the mainland.  The animals also migrate northward, to islands north and eastward.  Observations have also seen the animal immigrate from Banks Island.  
Observations by Inuit in Gjoa Haven of Musk Oxen first saw the animal come from islands to the north in the late 1950’s.  Then more animals came from the mainland, from west Kitikmeot.   

When Canadian biologists Tom Manning and Andrew Macpherson set out to spend the spring and summer of 1952 surveying the wildlife of Banks Island, they didn't expect to find musk-oxen. Although the shaggy mammals had once inhabited the High Arctic Island, they had been presumed nearly extinct there since around the turn of the century. So it was with some excitement that Macpherson one day saw a "black dot in the distance." He recalls, "I had it in my sights for quite some time before I said anything. Then I told Tom, 'I think I see a musk-ox out there!'"
The animal, which they determined was a bull, was the only musk-ox they saw during their expedition. No one will ever know if it was alone. What is certain, though, is that in the years that followed, musk-ox numbers steadily increased on the island, which is only slightly smaller than the state of Maine. 
In 1961, a biologist counted 100 musk-oxen on Banks. Six years later, another biologist counted 800, and three years after that, the first aerial survey of the island suggested there might be as many as 1,800. By 1994, the numbers had exploded to the highest count ever: From the air over Banks Island, Northwest Territories biologist John Nagy estimated there were 84,000 of the animals-half of all of the musk-oxen in the world at the time. "Pretty much everywhere we flew, there were musk-oxen," says Nagy. "I don't recall any part of the island where we didn't see animals. It was quite the experience." In the most recent estimate, two years ago, the number was down to 58,000, a significant decrease but still a robust number.

The elders and hunters in the western Kitikmeot region remember that back in the early 1950’s to 1960’s no Musk Oxen were to be seen and Caribou as well.  This is especially true on Victoria Island. A few herds were seen from time to time but very frequently.  However in the early 1970’s more and more musk oxen started to be seen, and they begun to move to east Kitikmeot and the Kivalliq.
In the Gjoa Haven area as late as the 1960’s no Musk Oxen were to be seen. In about the late 1970’s and early 80’s, more and more musk oxen were seen.  The Musk Oxen came from the west as well as the islands to the north.  Today we have a healthy population.
Near Talokyoak  on the Boothia Peninsula around the 1970’s there were no Musk Oxen to be seen. About thirty years ago the first Musk Oxen was seen; today the musk oxen are seen all over. Peter Qayutinuaq suggested MX 9 and MX 12 were wrong and the TAH ought to be switched.
Elders in Kugaaruk said there were Musk Oxen in and around the area perhaps about 100 years ago.  Zackary Oogark remembers stories of his father catching perhaps one of the last animals prior to the animal leaving the area.  “My father caught a musk oxen before I was born on Kellet River”.  “They moved westward following the greener pastures”.  Today musk oxen are now making a come- back, roaming the same areas as their ancestors followed.  This indicates that they are moving eastward.
“I used to hunt musk oxen on Prince of Wales Island until there were not many animals left …Instead of staying to hunt all of the musk oxen, we moved to another area around Pelly Bay where we then hunted musk ox again” Constant Hadlari, Natilingmiut.

Hunters suggested that they know the Island Musk Oxen are smaller than the mainland animals.  George Angohaitok of Cambridge Bay says that he has noticed Musk Oxen from the islands are smaller in stature then the mainland musk oxen sometimes by more than 100 pounds or more.  He also has seen Musk Oxen go to the mainland from Victoria Island and go northward to islands further north, looking for greener pastures.

Isaac Klnegenberg of Kugluktuk says as the herd got bigger they expanded westward and to the east and the Kivalliq  area.  He also concurs that the Island Musk Ox are smaller then their counterparts on the main land.
Jack Himiak thought that Island Musk Oxen were a separate population as well as the western and the eastern a separate population.

The group said the proposed boundaries were better than the previous regulations however if they had their say no boundaries would be drawn.  The TAH established would be divided by the HTO’s.  However they agreed with a separation of Victoria Island from the mainland.

Conclusion:  The elders have in-depth knowledge of the Musk Ox history and biology.  In oral history the Musk Ox roamed the Eastern Kitikmeot over 100 years ago.  They left the area in search of food.  Today the animal has made a come back again in search of food to the east Kitikmeot and Kivalliq.  

According to Inuit knowledge the caribou and musk oxen compete for the same habitat.  It is said the musk oxen puts pressure on the caribou and drives them out.   Caribou to Inuit is much more sought after than Musk oxen.  Caribou skin has much more use to Inuit for clothing.  To Inuit there are some concerns that too many Musk Oxen will drive the caribou away for many years to come.  This may be confirmed by John Nagy, a biologist. He writes in 1997 about the musk ox on Banks Island: 
although as many as 2,000 musk-oxen are now killed in a given year, their demise appears to have little effect on the overall population. What's curious, however, is that while musk-ox numbers have continued to be high, the caribou population on Banks has plummeted from a peak of 12,000 in the mid-1970s to just 500 animals today. Again, an explanation is elusive. But scientists think the answers probably lie in an equation that includes wolves, human hunters, the hunting ban that applied to musk-oxen but not caribou and the way the booming musk- ox population took over unoccupied habitat on the island as well as traditional caribou range.

The Government of Nunavut should explain what is their management goal for the musk oxen.  The government should seek recommendations from Inuit on the management goal for musk ox in Nunavut.  
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