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GNWT Environment and Natural Resources
Bluenose-East Caribou Presentation Outline

1. Bluenose-East Caribou Herd Status

2. Management Context

3. Recent Harvest & Management in NWT
4. Recommended Harvest in Nunavut

Photo J. Adamczewski, ENR
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I Declining

Slow Decline | '
Stable

[ Increasing NS

Unknown

Barren-Ground
Caribou Herds in
NWT:
Trend in 2018

Tuk Peninsulg (2018) , . Bm“m(m;;’**
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Barren-ground Caribou
Species at Risk
Processes

COSEWIC = Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada
SARA = Species at Risk Act (federal)
SARC = Species at Risk Committee (NWT)
CMA = Conference of Management
Authorities (NWT)

Canada
COSEWIC (2016): Threatened
SARA (pending)

NWT
SARC (2017): Threatened
CMA (2018): Threatened
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RECOVERY STRATEGY
(Draft) Recovery Strategy FOR BARREN-GROUND
f : CARIBOU [DRAFT]
O r Ba rre n_G ro u n d Ca rl bo u In the Northwest Territories
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Herds in NWT 2020

Overall Approach for All
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SPECIES AT RISK (NWT) ACT
Management Plan and Recovery Strategy Series 2019
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Bluenose-East
Caribou Range &
Calving Grounds in
NU & NWT

—

Calving Area
Annual Range
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Bluenose-East
Calving Ground
Survey Area
June 2018
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Bluenose East 2018 survey

Survey strata
[ Photo north
[ Photo south
[ visual south
[ Visual north
Composition
* Antlered cows
= Bulls
= Cow-calf groups
No antler (nonbreeders)
No caribou seen
Unknown
= Mixed non-breeders
Estimated density (raw counts)
B High (>10 caribou/km2)
B Medium (1-9.9 caribou/km2)
Low (<1 caribou/km2)
Zero caribou seen
¥ Collar locations (Cows) June 8
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Bluenose-East
Calving Ground
Survey 2018:
Example Aerial
Photo
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Caribou Herd Estimate: Cows & Bulls
e (Calving Ground Survey: Number of Cows

Bulls not on Calving Ground
* Fall Survey (October): Cow:Bull Ratio

Add Bulls to Cows: Herd Estimate

5| Photos J. Adamczewski, ENR
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Bluenose-East 120,000
Estimated Herd Size 100,000
2010-2018

Herd Size

80,000

60,000

40,000

20,000 I -
0 |

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Year

Government of
Northwest Territories




1. Cow Survival: 84-90% for stable herd

Bluenose-East ,
Estimated 71-79% 2015-2018

Herd:
Vital Rates 2. Calf Survival: 30-50:100 for stable herd
2015-2018 Averaged 30:100 2014-2018

s k& 3. Pregnancy: Atleast 80% in healthy herds
~ ¥~  Estimated 64% 2015, 83% 2018, 87.5% 2019
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Bluenose-East Caribou Have Not Moved Away
Collared Cows 2015-2018

63 65 48
r\ 2 r i 0
< <
Bluenose-West Bluenose-East Bathurst
3> >
1 0

179 Consecutive Pairs of June Locations:
176  Returns to Same Calving Ground

3  Switches
98.3% Loyalty to Calving Grounds
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Bluenose-East Caribou Management Context

{‘ ‘3 | : C:vlngArll |
Government of wmaw | | (GOVernment of
Northwest Nunavut (GN)
Territories NWMB
(GNWT)
ThChO WRRB = Wek’eezhi1 Renewable
Government (TG) Resources Board
SRRB = Sahti Renewable
WRRB Resources Board
NWMB = Nunavut Wildlife
S RRB Management Board
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Bluenose-East Caribou Management Plans

= Kugluktuk
& Caribou Plan

Overall

Management
Plan (Boards)

ﬁ Taking Care of Caribou

The
CAPE BATHURST, BLUENOSE-WEST,
AND BLUENOSE-EAST BARREN-GROUND
CARIBOU HERDS MANAGEMENT PLAN

Déline
Caribou Plan

WILE Gotse ?‘A' }
aRE £73
A8 y

Q)
a" INE e h“‘
Cowsgavi™

Advisory Committee for Cooperation on Wildlife
Management
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Bluenose-East
Herd:
Ta ki n g Ca re Of E:PE BATHURST, BLUENOSE-WEST,

AND BLUENOSE-EAST BARREN-GROUND

Ca rl b ou P | an CARIBOU HERDS MANAGEMENT PLAN
2014
(3 Herds)

Taking Care of Caribou

Caribou Population

Advisory Committee for Cooperation on Wildlife
Management

November 3, 2014

Time (population cycle approximately 30 to 60 years)
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Bluenose-East
Herd:
ACCWM
(Boards)
Status
2018 & 2019
RED

Caribou Population

Time (population cycle approximately 30 to 60 years)
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Bluenose-East Range

E Annual Range
- Calving Area

Bluenose-East oriond rgiones &

I Active Mineral Claims ) o

Herd: e (N7

Active Prospecting Permit

Land Use & —
Development

| Nunavut

N Déing
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2019 :
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Bluenose-East
Herd:

Fire History on

Winter Range

®
Paulatuk

NORTHWEST:

TERRITORIES®

NUNAVUT

famb

Fire History
(1965 - 2017)

P 1965 - 1976

1977 - 1986
1987 - 1991
1992 - 1996
1997 - 2001
. 2002-2006
2007 - 2011

B 2012 - 2017

0 25 % 100 150 200
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Bluenose-East Herd: Wolf Management

Collaborative Wolf Feasibility Assessment 2017 (Bathurst)

Increased Incentives for Wolf Hunters 2019-2020
Thicho Wolf Hunting Winter Camps 2020
Collaboration with Kugluktuk Wolf Hunters 2019-2020
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Enhanced GNWT
North Slave Wolf

Harvest Incentive
Program (2019)

Incentives Apply Where
Bluenose-East & Bathurst
Caribou Are Wintering
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Bluenose-East Caribou Harvest Management:

3 Land Claims, 3 Boards

Annual Range |

Sahtu Settlement

Area Nunavut
Sahti Renewable Nunavut Wildlife
Resources Board

Management
Board
Wek’eezhii
Wek’eezhii
Renewable

Resources Board
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Bluenose-East Caribou Harvest Management 2016:
3 Board Hearings, 3 Harvest Limits

Harvest
Estimated
2500-4000/Year
2010-2014

NWMB /Kugluktuk:
e 340 caribou

SRRB/Déljne:
* 150 caribou (80% Bulls)

WRRB:
750 Bulls (Entire Herd)
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Bluenose-East Caribou & Tlicho 39.2%

: : B Sahtu 16.4%
Interim Allocation Feb. 2015 | o o0 6o

| Inuvialuit 0.9%
B NWTMN 0.4%
" Akaitcho 2.1%
" | NSMA 1.8%

" Nunavut 36.8%

Bluenose-East
Harvest Interim
Allocation
2015

Photo J. Adamczewski, ENR
E J
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Bluenose-East Estimated/Reported NWT Harvest 2016-2019

Harvest N. Slave Region |Déline, NWT | Total NWT
Season NWT Harvest
2016-2017 |15 bulls 93 bulls, 33 108 bulls, 33
COWS COWS
2017-2018 |10 bulls 0 10 bulls
2018-2019 |[100 bulls* 0 100 bulls

* Pending confirmation from Tticho Government
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Bluenose-East oo
Projected Herd Size o0

in 2021: .
Effects of Potential 5 o
Harvest Levels L

(Assumes Cow Survival of 71.6% and . . . . . . .
Calf Productivity 0.301) Y nual karvest bl and wowe) 8

Annual harvest (bulls and cows)

Composition [ 100% cows [[] 100% buls
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Bluenose-East Proposed Harvest Limits 2016 and 2019

Reduction of

= Proposed Proposed
|| Board / Harvest Harvest Limit Harvest 2016
Region Limit 2016 |[2019/2020 to 2019/2020
NWMB/ 340 Caribou |[(GN): 107 Bulls 71 %
Kugluktuk | (No Gender)
SRRB/ 150 Caribou |30 Bulls 80%
- || Déline (80% Bulls)
| WRRB/  |750 bulls 193 bulls 74%
|| Wek’eezhii | (entire herd) | (entire herd)
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GNWT Supports GN proposal for NU Total Allowable

Calving Area
Annual Range

(oreas Nuna

Harvest of Bluenose-East Caribou (107 Bulls)

Consistent with Taking Care of Caribou Plan

Reflects Herd’s Further Decline 2015-2018

Consistent Reduction in Harvest Limit Across Range
Reflects GNWT Harvest Guidelines Based on Herd Risk

Herd Vulnerability Level

[Veytow — Low Mediur High  VeryHight)

Either Sex Increasing Emphasis on Bull Harvest Bulls Only
More More
Liberal >5% 4% 3% 2% 1% 0 ‘ Conservative
Harvest ,rostricted Harvest as % of Herd Possible  farvest
Harvest Closure
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GNWT Bluenose-East Caribou Engagement & Consultation
2018-2019: Overview

« ACCWM (Advisory Committee for Cooperation on Wildlife Management)
Co-Management Boards: Bluenose-East status, Nov. 21, 2018 & Nov. 17, 2019

* Deline Renewable Resources Council, Dec. 11 & 12,2018

Wekweeti & Gameti Jan. 21, 2019, Whati Jan. 22, 2019, Behchoko Jan. 23, 2019

* Yellowknives Dene First Nation Chiefs & Elders Council, Jan. 24, 2019

« Salt River First Nation, Ft Smith Métis Council, Smith’s Landing First Nation, Jan. 29, 2019

e Tulita Renewable Resources Council & Sahtii Renewable Resources Board, Jan. 30, 2019

 Lutsél K'é Dene First Nation, Feb. 6, 2019

 North Slave Métis Alliance, Feb. 18, 2019

*  Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization, Feb. 20, 2019

* GNWT & GN Ministers’ Meeting, Kugluktuk, April 15 & 16,2019

* Wek'eezhii Renewable Resources Board Hearing on Bluenose-East Caribou, April 9-11, 2019
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Thank You. Questions?

Herd Size
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