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Issue: Western Hudson Bay Polar Bear
Background:


The Western Hudson Bay Polar Bear population boundary extends from Churchill to Rankin Inlet.  The scientific evidence suggests that the population is in decline from 1200 to about 950.  These surveys are taken from surveys from 1990 – 2002. Science suggests that due to earlier ice break up and late ice formations the animal is not doing very well.  The study area is only limited to the Churchill area.
Inuit knowledge suggests otherwise.  NTI conducted a workshop in August 2005 with elders and hunters from Arviat, Whale Cove, and Rankin Inlet.  The elders and hunters were Ollie Ittinuar, Joe Kaludjak, Louis Voisey, Simon Kowmuk and Joe Karetak.  The group was interviewed individually as well as a group.  They all indicated that there is no evidence of decline because of their long history in the area.  They indicated that in the early 1900s Churchill all the way to Chesterfield Inlet people did not worry about Polar Bears coming into their camps.  Inuit hunted polar bears as an opportunity when in areas concentrated around walrus.  
Inuit noticed more and more Polar Bears after Churchill was heavily populated by humans during the height of the World War II when the United States and the Canadian army built a runway in Churchill.  This was in 1942.  The human population went from a few hundred to more than six thousand people for the next twenty years.  The army left in the mid 1960s.

Polar Bear scientist came into the picture in the mid 1960s.  This was when the Polar Bears were congregating in Churchill.  Inuit indicated that there was so much food at the dump to scavenge that some Polar bears did not leave the area all winter.

Hunters from Rankin Inlet and Whale Cove also indicated that in the early 1970’s they had to travel towards Churchill to get Polar Bears.  In the late 1980 they noticed more and more bears and did not have to travel as much.  Today in Arviat hunters indicate that in the spring and summering camps they have to be alert of any Polar Bears coming into their camp and it is quite dangerous if one is not alert.   

There is huge pressure to cut the quotas from the scientific community.  The government has a draft plan to do this.  Cuts will hurt the communities tremendously that rely on sport hunts such Arviat and Whale Cove.

Western Hudson Bay Polar Bear quota.

	NUNAVUT
	TAH
	TOTAL

	Arviat
	20 + 2
	22

	Chesterfield Inlet
	1 + 2
	3

	Whale Cove
	12 + 2
	14

	Rankin Inlet
	12 + 2
	14

	Baker Lake
	2 + 1
	3

	subtotal
	47 + 9
	56


Recommendations


The population target estimates need to be look at more carefully.  Historical population is not widely known.  Government and Canadian Wildlife Service need to look at their data closer and combine Inuit Qaujimajatuqagit.  Inuit and government to work together to conclude to what the population target ought to be.  A management plan to be drafted by all parties.
Any changes to the TAHs a public consultations must be conducted.   
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