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. Tammagqtailinahuarniriit anngutighat atughugit Inuit qaujimajatugangillu ilihimaniillu ilitguhiannin
—l- Conserving wildlife through the application of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and scientific knowledge

September 20* 2017

Honourable Joe Savikataaq
Minister of Environment
Government of Nunavut

Dear Minister Savikataaq:
Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning the level of

regional total allowable harvest for the Western Hudson Bay polar bear
subpopulation

1. THE NWMB DECISIONS

On September 12" 2017, during its In-Camera meeting (1IC003-2017) in Igaluit, the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) considered the Government of
Nunavut-Department of Environment's Proposal for NWMB Decision (Proposal)
concerning the total allowable harvest of the Western Hudson Bay (WH) polar bear
subpopulation. At this meeting, the NWMB passed the following resoiutions:

RESOLVED that the NWMB approve, pursuant to Section 5.6.16, 5.6.17(b), 5.3.3(a),
and 5.3.3(c) of the Nunavut Agreement and as an interim measure due to urgent
circumstances, an increase of six (6) bears to the regional total allowable harvest
in the Nunavut Settlement Area for the Western Hudson Bay subpopulation,
resulting in an overall regional total allowable harvest of 34 bears for the 2017-2018
harvest season.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the NWMB hold an in-person public hearing at the
earliest possible opportunity concerning the future (2018-2018 and subsequent
harvest seasons) level of the regional total allowable harvest in the Nunavut
Settlement Area for the Western Hudson Bay subpopulation.

2. RATIONALE FOR THE NWNB’s DECISIONS

In arriving at this decision, the NWMB carefully considered the new information (2016
Aerial Survey of the Western Hudson Bay Polar Bear Subpopulation, Final Report} and
recommendations from the Government of Nunavut — Department of Environment. The
aerial survey estimated the abundance of the WH subpopulation to be 842 (95% Cl: 562-
1121) bears. The previous 2011 aerial survey estimate was 1030 (95% CI: 754-1406)
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and was based on similar methods. Although this 2016 abundance estimate indicates an
18% decline in abundance, the estimates from the two studies are not statistically
different, which suggests that the subpopulation abundance may be stable. However, the
Government of Nunavut — Department of Environment expressed the following concerns
about the health of the WH polar bear subpopulation: 1) reproductive performance (the
number of cubs and yearlings compared to adults) was lower than adjacent
subpopulations of Southern Hudson Bay and Foxe Basin, and, 2) other studies have
found that the reproductive performance and body condition of WH polar bears has
declined.

The Board also considered information provided by the public during the Regular Meeting
(RM003-2017) on September 11" 2017 and heard about polar bear-human confiicts in
the communities on the western Hudson Bay coast. The main message was that the
number of polar bears coming to the communities and garbage dumps has increased,
causing serious concerns about public safety and property damage, especially during the
late autumn when bears are on land waiting for the sea ice to form.

More specifically, the NWMB's decision:

1. Uses a precautionary approach, by setting the regional WH total allowable harvest
(34) in the Nunavut Settlement Area using the Government of Nunavut
recommended sustainable harvest rate of 4.5% (4.5% of 842 = 38) for a
subpopulation considered to be stable.

2. Considers the removal rate for the entire WH subpopulation by considering the
average number (4 bears/yr) of polar bear defence kills in the Manitoba.

3. By setting a new TAH, the polar bear credits for the communities that harvest from
WH subpopulation (Arviat, Baker Lake, Chesterfield Inlet, Rankin Inlet and Whale
Cove)' will be reset to zero as per the fiexible quota system of the 2005
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Management of Western Hudson
Polar Bears Population and each community can be allocated their full quota for
the 2017-2018 harvest season.

4. Incorporates Inuit Qaujimajatugangit (1Q) knowledge that there are greater
numbers of bears in and near the communities, and that subpopulation size is
stable or increasing.

5. Considers the western Hudson Bay communities’ public safety concerns and the
anticipated defence of life and property kills.

The Government of Nunavut — Department of Environment confirmed that as per the flexible-quota
system the available tags for the 2017/2018 harvest season are thirteen (13), reduced from overall
regional TAH of twenty-eight (28). The reduction in tags is a direct result of defense kills over the past
several years.



6. The in-person public hearing will provide an opportunity for all affected
communities, co-management partners, and the public to present oral and written
submissions on the future (2018-19) WH polar bear total allowable harvest.

To reduce ongoing human-polar bear conflicts in the Hudson Bay communities, keep
communities safe, and provide information for future TAH decisions, the NWMB
encourages the Government of Nunavut to work with the communities to minimize polar
bear defense kills, and develop and implement an annual WH polar bear monitoring
program (scientific and/or Inuit Qaujimajatugangit) to provide indicators of abundance,
distribution, reproduction, and health.

As the 2017-2018 harvest season is underway, the NWMB looks forward to your prompt
reply and timely completion of the Nunavut Agreement Article § decision-making process.

Should you or your officials have any questions or concerns about the content of this
letter, please contact the NWMB.

Yours sincerely,

%%40 gg"ﬂ"”ﬁ

Daniel Shewchuk
Acting Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
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1. PLIcNANAC AlLebPNME

DR JNtAA 12, 2017, CAbo b™“Jasddd¢ bNLoST (C003-2017) AShoto, o0a 2
BLYCASRLC bALMME (DLICANMLC DR 3% bNLA) bLPSLC LLLE 0a B T-AcnlhrLe
ACNCARE  IVGPC  PLICAAWNIC  AALCDPNMat  (O%UGDE)  ASHPS  bNSINe  QdPCe
AYa tChai AMta*lo PREcDC C/BYWALC aoAS  CAbo bNLo, DLIcAASIAS
4D DAoL ASdr2LPNG®:

GPECLS® ALY BPLIcMNAS 9V 5Ne, LetIre Ac™e 56.16, 5.6.17(b), 5.3.3(a), 4L
5.3.3(c) Ddd 002 <IWBNLUAC Ails ALASDSJ [fabo™ug bLYAS AWCDSON®
DAASQSIC A bbSIC, Ar APndSort ALNE AMAYSIE (6) o 0AS Bdao dASDSYLYo bNedre
AVMPCE QUL CPoT® 002 0aCyW/ld adto Lo AMtatlo PE P CYBYNAMC
ACHSIC,  QebbPCPNE  qCHINe  QACDS/LY bNEIPE Q¥ PCE  qYatChaosMe
ALA® 54Nt 34 a oAt Lo 2017-2018 d4Jar *aT.

ACh FPCP2 ALP PLIcndR4e DSoNt CdasbNieso Pedela® accnNS/osr®
SPLMPAMNre AASNCSheS<E ASHMC /20N% (2018-2019 <Ll PWS™MLJS d%WJar®a A%)
ShoAS ST Mot JADSYLYo BNONT ANPCE QWa bChosl® Lo 0.2l pa CylL
ato CQr AMta™Mo PR C/PYHNAMC ACSHSDab,

2, DPPYBNCE BLYcnANAC AlLPPNM e of

NPBN=sNE CEAIM APLEDPES, BLYCANIS BRI/RINE bLe b sCab INGNa (2016
HACHdE ANAT® AMSa Mo PO CAPYNIMLC ao’ol PYCE pobht) <o
Dcsde Mgt LELdS 0a2T-Acnta L 4N bALCbdE aNAT® MPNDNJCDHE
ShoA I o AMSa Mo PLEDS CYDYWHAMLC ACHSIae ALNM 842 (95% Cl:  562-
1121) aoAS /25T 20110 SbMLCSbde ANATS MNDRJICHCDS<O® ALNMC 1030 (95% Cl:
754-1406) <L D™“UAM<oNe Lo ™c bLJ/B<c,  Acb CLo 20167 SbooA= s<dSo™™ of
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SHEANST gt ANPNNJS AP PegSHMLLNE, @ daASR™  ALE ACSHSIC  ShoA= ssg™e
AGEL HMALE, PP, LRLYIE 0a DM -ACA YA ME 4@NCARE BSEL Pda™lL AALsJNo®
ASONC SboA*T ™t AMa*o PEcD< C/DYSYAMLC aonAS 1) SPOSIDLEcda™ e
(SboSDo ™ ANSCAS QLo QUGUSHeSIE  AALMOME  APASILIYS)  ADANCTNDBIGMC
Sho M Mg ACHDot Lo olfMdo PRDcS CPYDYWAMLC Ao dredsr, Qo 2) UM
SHEANPAE ShDRraS/LLLC ALY PSR cdo e <Ly NMYPC SboA*a*MC AML*a™u.o
PP C/PYSNAMLE a0Af AD NS ANM e,

bNLAC bLPYShe BT DNGNa® Jabat PedIAasS ot CAbo a“c/L<* bNLo* (RM003-2017)
bR JNtAA 11, 2017 <L DNONE ASOMS ao0AS-AoAC dbA“cBSBNMo™ oac o
AL Lo PP CYPYSRIAMLE Lo, DNSCPOCDO%™ ALP driAc Mg a oA NPLLIC
pac®*ot QLo dADE AP dDASLE, ACSHCS Do AALOJNE ASHME PrdDARa AS
Poandasrsdyb rea e QLo ASINE ASCCH LT, At PPANC AN od a DA
oal NN PCHP= Nt Jdé SoLa®,

adaAndbosdd, PLIcANRAS AfLPPNL:

1. <D5DC DADSYSDo bLJZDEMS, GSPEONe JASDYLYa AMSa o PR CYPYSIMLC
bNSINe A**PCC IYa ACa™ (34) Lo 0a 2T o0alyWrLI¢ aco <4I5INC LELdC
0a.2 ISy e oYY e A o Ao TP ALAC LN 4.5% (4.5% Ddao
842 = 38) Cbdaoc ACHSIT AALMYBLLE AGEC ™M e,

2. AFLJCDI® AC™LAYAJNE SboAS TN ACHIJ AML . Lo PRcD< CYDYSd Lo
ACSHSDE  AALPSONE SPNMLEEDC ShEYDa™ (4 a.oAS/<ASIMN) anAS > oo
D5dCP>REC Lad<T.

3. 9PNt ol AWUaCPJaDC anAf dMdbdrot nacto dWar<Oo L™L
Ao PRECPS CYDYSIAMLC ACSHTIa® (QSACE, SbLo D%, At sclLs<b, by Scios
AL NPSSIA) GSPECDdgsaNt APBNEONt LNt AP CSIE AYSNE SPeY| g™re
DR 2005 NN%HE DP/LSbNJNC (DPALSONNJINS) dbc.CPo ™ *0¢ AM*a o PLeCD<
CAPLILE anagb ACHIgb 4L D€ nadct JDavbJ*asdt 4CSIgt AbShg?
Lo 2017-2018 <dUa o "

4, ACPCD*S% A BAC SHbALYIHM gt ALY AMAgPSLC a.0AC Clo <Lo
Sbo My Mo pact, <L ACTHSIC ShoA IS AGEL HIMLLC B sog e
Al A< c<qoNt,

5. AFLJCD® Al AMParLo PRYcD< CYDLYYIMLC nac®o Pédci®
PondasIrsdebr o N of AfLodNat ALy onbMeo S>H Do ASPST <Gl
ASdNot D5dCPH<|eDE,

6. Cd*a’bNrsHo PPdclo® acNtY/ase ACSHUBAT D% AANDI Ad*a > *o¢
EIC ot poc®of, AP YSbC o dU PPdIA™a S of Dodas® DSbDAbds <dllo

IL,€LdE pa 2T-AcnYASLE dRNCAN a1a Ao B Ale LetIPe QevpCis-ALSNE GSPS/La™Me 9DAAS
g&*LEE Lo 2017-2018 QYo e ALA“SGAGMC Sdeso ALAD (13), ADANTCPICE alcls 4468 Lo

DU ACPJ a0 ALNM 9€NS-NNLPYD 5 (28). ADANCPDSTM N gAMLCS detbPCbes SO g IdCPLc ot
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AL DRRBHFC AcnANE ShodA®a® JA®INNSHPY DRIYAFC AlLoJNsbPY ATore
A B NN®LE, AN SoPrbbo APt DLYcAMICC,

Ac® ot A<,

%%_}0 g@ﬂ%ﬁ,

Cod® /D
AR CPHA*SDSE BRo
DA DLICAMIAC bNLsPe



