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March 24t 2017

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
15% Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OEB

Dear Minister LeBlanc:
Re: Nunavut Wildlife Management Board decisions concerning proposed

modifications to total allowable harvests for Somerset Island, East Baffin
island, Jones Sound and Smith Sound narwhal

ASACACT™® BPLST® I%dNMod ADNCETE ADAC SHEALTIHME QL SHEANSNLLAC SbbpLo™Me

1. NWMB Decisions

In response to a Proposal for Decision (Proposal) submitted by Fisheries and Oceans
Canada to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) at its June 2016
quarterly meeting, the NWMB held a written public hearing to consider proposed
modifications to the total allowable harvests for the Somerset Island, East Baffin island,
Jones Sound and Smith Sound stocks.

At its In-Camera Meeting (1C001-2017) on March gth 2017, the NWMB carefully
considered the Proposal and written hearing submissions, and made the following
decisions:

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 5.6.16 and Subsection 5.6.17(a) of the Nunavut
Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board — based on its conclusion that the
former Jones Sound, Smith Sound and Parry Channel narwhal stock/population forms
two separate narwhal stocks, the Jones Sound stock and Smith Sound stock — establish:

(a) A community total allowable harvest of 76 narwhal for the Jones Sound narwhal

stock; and
(b) A community total allowable harvest of 77 narwhal for the Smith Sound narwhal

stock.

RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 5.6.16 and Subsection 5.6.17(b) of the Nunavut
Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board modify:
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(a) The regional total allowable harvest for the Somerset Island narwhal stock from
532 narwhal to 658 narwhal; and

(b) The regional total allowable harvest for the East Baffin Island narwhal stock from
122 narwhal to 206 narwhal. ’

2. Reasons for the NWMB Decision

The NWMB's decisions are based on the most reliable and persuasive evidence and
arguments received during the written public hearing process. All of the written
submissions filed with and considered by the Board are publicly available for download
from the NWMB's website (www.nwmb.com). In carrying out its deliberations, the NWMB
carefully considered written submissions provided by the Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board and
the Nangmautaq (Clyde River) Hunters and Trappers Organization.

Both the Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board and the Nangmautaq Hunters and Trappers
Organization expressed support for the proposed increases to the total allowable harvests
for the Somerset Island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound and Smith Sound narwhal
stocks. The Board noted that the Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board's submission was developed
in consultation with affected communities. The NWMB also noted that the most recent
scientific information provided by Fisheries and Oceans Canada supports both the
increases to the Somerset Island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound and Smith Sound total
allowable harvests as well as the management of Jones Sound and Smith Sound narwhal
as two separate stocks.

3. Conclusion

Mr. Minister, as per Section 5.3.17 of the Nunavut Agreement, the NWMB is hereby
forwarding its decisions concerning the total allowable harvest levels for Somerset Island,
East Baffin Island, Jones Sound and Smith Sound narwhal to you for your review and
consideration. Should you or your officials have any questions or concerns regarding the
contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the NWMB.

Sincerely;
Ly
Daniel Shewchuk

A/Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
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May 12t 2017

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
15! Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OES

Dear Minister LeBlanc:

Re: Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s request to extend the Minister's response
deadline (May 237, 2017) by 30 days regarding the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board’s decisions on the proposed changes to the total
allowable harvest levels for four high Arctic narwhal stocks (Somerset
island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound, and Smith Sound).

On May 10%, 2017, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB or Board) held a
decision-making meeting via teleconference (INT-004-2017) to consider a May 4t 2017
request from Fisheries and Oceans Canada to extend the Minister's response deadline
(May 234, 2017) by 30 days regarding the NWMB's decisions on the proposed changes
to the total allowable harvests for the Somerset island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound,
and Smith Sound narwhal stocks. After reviewing the reason provided by your department
for the request, the NWMB made the following decision:

RESOLVED that — as a result of a May 4t, 2017 written request from the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans Canada — the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board will extend the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s deadline for response by 30 days to June
2ond 2017 regarding the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s decisions on the
proposed changes to the total allowable harvests for the Somerset Island, East Baffin
Island, Jones Sound, and Smith Sound narwhal stocks.

The March 8, 2017 NWMB decision that was conveyed to the Minister on March 24\,
2017 was approval of Proposal for Decision submitted by Fisheries and Oceans Canada
for the Somerset Island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound, and Smith Sound narwhal
stocks.

In response to your reason for the requested extension, in 2012, the NWMB approved
the Integrated Fisheries management Plan (IFMP) for Narwhal in the Nunavut Settlement
Area, and therefore supports the allocation mode! described by that plan. NWMB expects
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that when the Nunavut Agreement Article 5 decision making process on the changes to
the total allowable harvests for high Arctic narwhal stocks is complete, this model will be
used by Fisheries and Oceans Canada, with the Regional Wildlife Boards and relevant
Hunter and Trappers Organizations, to determine the new allocation of summer and
migratory narwhal quotas for each community that harvests a migratory stock with a
regional total allowable harvest.

The NWMB's established practice is to approve reasonable Ministerial decision extension
requests. This request is reasonable and should not prejudice any of the parties.

If you or your officials have any questions with respect to the contents of this letter, please
do not hesitate to contact the NWMB at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Daniel Shewchuk
A/Chairperson of the
Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

c.c. Dale Nicholson, A/Regional Director General, Central and Arctic Region, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada,;
Scott Gilbert, Regional Director, Ecosystem and Fisheries Management, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada;
Stefan Romberg, Senior Resource Management Officer, Fisheries and Oceans

Canada; and
Larry Dow, Director of Northern Operations, Fisheries and Oceans Canada.



Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans

Ministre des
% s Péches et des Océans
el r

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0E6

JUN 217 207

Mr. Daniel Shewchuk

A/Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
c/o Ms. Tagialoo Sataa

< tsataa@nwmb.com >

Dear Mr. Shewchuk:

Thank you for your letters dated March 24, 2017, and May 12, 2017, concerning the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB) decision regarding total allowable harvests for the
Somerset Island, East Baffin Island, Jones Sound and Smith Sound narwhal stocks.

Pursuant to Section 5.3.18 of the Nunavut Agreement, | accept the NWMB's decisions to
“establish a community total allowable harvest of 76 narwhal for the Jones Sound narwhal
stock, and to establish a community total allowable harvest of 77 narwhal for the Smith
Sound narwhal stock.”

Furthermore, | accept the NWMB's decisions “to modify the regional total allowable harvest
Jfor the Somerset Island narwhal stock from 532 narwhal to 658 narwhal, and to modify the
regional total allowable harvest for the East Baffin Island narwhal stock from 122 narwhal
to 206 narwhal.”

[ appreciate your recent clarification of the Board’s decision to modify levels of regional total
allowable harvests for the two Baffin Bay narwhal stocks, and the Board’s commitment to
continue to employ the allocation model described within the NWMB-approved Integrated
Fisheries Management Plan for Narwhal in the Nunavut Settlement Area.

My staff remains committed to our successful collaboration on narwhal co-management.

Yours sincerely,

Dominic LeBlanc, P.C., Q.C., M.P.
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard

Canada
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