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Horned Grebe  ᕼᐅᐇᓐ ᒍᕆᑉ
• Small waterbird

ᒥᑂᑴᓞᒭ ᐃᒪᖕᒥᐅᐿᐅᔪᖅ ᐻᒬᒥᐇᖅ

• Short, straight bill with a 

pale tip

ᓇᐃᑁᐾᓛᓗᒭ, ᓜᒡᑷᖓ
ᓠᖑᖓᖏᑁᐽᖅ ᒯᕗᐇ
ᖃᑯᖕᒭᖅᓠᐅᓛᓗᒭ

• Breeding plumage:

ᒯᓊᐅᕐᐻᓛᓗᑵᑁ ᐿᖅᓠᖏᑁ:

– Patch of bright buff feathers 

behind the eye (“horns”)

ᖃᖁᖕᒭᖅᓠᐅᓛᓗᐻᑴ ᐿᖅᓠᖓ 
ᐃᓣᖓᐿ ᓇᓚᑷᑁ

– Black head 

ᒭᐇᖁᐇ ᕿᓉᒭᖅᐿᖅ

– Foreneck, flanks and upper 

breast are chestnut-red

ᖁᖓᓜᖓ, ᓡᖏᓛᓗ ᐇᐅᐸᕈᔪᑁᐽᑁ Charles Francis
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Correct Identity ᕼᐅᐇᓐ ᒍᕆᑉᖑᓂᖓᑕ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕍᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᖏᑦ

Horned Grebe

ᕼᐅᐇᓉ ᑷᕆᐺ

Red-necked Grebe

ᐇᐅᐸᕐᐽᒥ-ᖁᖓᓜᓊᑴ ᑷᕆᐺ

Charles GroundCharles Francis
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ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕐᓜᒪᒭᖓ ᓇᒥ ᒯᓊᐅᓟᖑᒬᒪᖔᐿ ᕼᐅᐇᓉ ᑷᕆᐺ ᐱᖓᓉᓇᒥᐅᐿᐅᔪᑁ

ᓇᐹᕐᐽᐃᑁ ᑂᓛᓊᖓᑁ

ᕼᐅᐇᓉ ᑷᕆᐺ
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ᓇᓗᓇᐃᑴᑯᐿᖅ ᓇᒥ ᒯᓊᐅᓟᖑᒬᒪᖔᐿ ᕼᐅᐇᓉ ᑷᕆᐺ ᐱᖓᓉᓇᒥᐅᐿᐅᔪᑁ

ᕼᐅᐇᒬ ᑷᕆᐺ

ᒥᖑᐃᕐᓜᕖᑁ

ᓇᐹᕐᐽᐃᑁ ᑂᓛᓊᖓᑁ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
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Annual Cycle ᐇᕍᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᐇᑐᕍᐸᑦᑕᖏᑦ

• Arrive in NWT in mid-May or early 
June
ᒯᓇᑁᓜᐇᖕᒧᑁ ᐻᑂᐺᐸᑁᐽᑁ ᒪᐃ ᕿᐻᐇᒭ ᐅᑴᕙᓗ
ᔫᒭᐅᐺ ᐱᑵᐇᕐᒭᖓᒭ

• Lay 3 to 8 eggs, which incubate for 20 
days
ᒪᓉᒭᖏᓉᒭᑴ ᐃᖕᒭᐅᓟᑁ ᐱᖓᓞᒭᑴ
ᐻᓠᒪᐅᔪᕐᐽᒯᑁ ᐻᑂᓛᓗᑷ, ᐃᕙᓟᑁ ᐅᓛᓗᒯᑁ
20ᒯᑁ

• Leave the NWT between mid-July and 
early September. 
ᐇᐅᓛᓚᓟᖅ ᒯᓇᑁᓜᐇᖕᒥ ᔪᓙᐃ ᕿᐻᐇᒭᑴ
ᓜᐻᕙᐅᓛᓗ ᐱᑵᐇᖕᒭᖓᒭᑴ

• Winter along the Pacific and Atlantic 
coasts of North America
ᐅᑂᐅᑴᑯᑁ ᐸᓜᕕᑴ ᐇᒬᒪᓗ ᐇᑴᓚᓉᐻᑴ ᓜᓈᖓᒮᓞᑁ
ᒯᐇᑁ ᐇᒥᐇᓊᒐᖕᒥ

Craig Machtans/Environment Canada

Troy Marsh
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Craig Machtans/Environment Canada

Habitat ᓇᔪᖅᐸᒃᑕᖏᑦ

• Nest in small ponds, marshes or 

wetlands

ᐱᑂᐅᖃᕐᐸᑁᐽᑁ ᐿᓜᕋᓚᒭ, ᒪᓠᕈᔪᓉᒭᓛᓗ, 
ᒪᓠᖕᒭᓛᓗ

• Build floating nests out of plant 

material in shallow water

ᐳᑁᐿᓟᒭᑴ ᐱᑂᐅᓊᐅᓟᑁ ᐱᕈᕐᐽᒭᑴ 
ᐃᐻᓗᐇᖏᑁᐽᒥ ᐃᒫᒭ

• Locate nests in areas with good 

vegetation cover to provide shelter 

from predators and from strong waves

ᐱᑂᐅᖏᑁ ᑲᒭᑵᔬᖃᓟᑁ ᐱᕈᕐᐽᖃᑁᓜᐇᕐᐽᒭᑴ 
ᐆᒪᔪᖕᒭᓛᓗ ᒭᕿᑴᓠᕐᓜᐅᓟᒭᑴ 
ᐿᕐᕆᓜᒪᓉᓇᓞᐇᕐᐽᐻᑴ ᐇᐅᓙᓇᓗᐇᖏᑁᐾᔪᒥᓛᓗ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑁ

Troy Marsh

Ray Bethke

Environment Canada
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Proposed Status: Special Concern
ᐇᑐᓕᖁᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓗᓂ: ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒋᔭᐅᓕᕍᑐᒧᑦ

• Long term monitoring shows a decline of 

between 45-66% since the mid-1960s

ᖃᐅᓣᓠᕐᐿᐅᑯᑀᑴᐻᓛᓗᑵᑁ ᖃᑁᓝᓉᓇᐅᒭᕐᓠᐅᓊᕐᓜᒪᔪᑁ 
45%ᓗ -66%ᓗ ᐇᑯᓉᒭᖓᒭ ᐿᐃᑲᖓᒭᑴ 1960ᖏᓉᒭᑴ

• No evidence of population decline in the NWT

ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕐᐿᐅᓜᒪᔪᕐᐿᖃᖏᑁᐽᖅ ᖃᑁᓝᓇᕈᓜᒪᒭᖏᓉᒭᑴ 
ᒯᓇᑁᓜᐇᕐᒥ

Anthony Levesque

• Threats ᐇᑴᐿᖕᓇᕈᐻᑵᔬᖏᑁ:

– Permanent loss or degradation of wetlands due to agriculture and rural 

development

ᔬᒐᐃᓛᓙᕆᓛᓗᐻᑴ ᐱᐅᖏᐾᓊᕐᐻᐿᐅᓗᒭᓘᓉᒮᑁ ᒪᓠᐃᑁ ᐱᔾᔪᐻᑵᓛᓗᑵᑁ ᒭᕿᑴᓠᓊᐅᕐᐽᒯᑁ ᐱᕈᕐᐽᒯᑁ 
ᓠᓇᕙᓛᓊᐇᔪᒯᑁ

– Temporary loss of wetlands due to cycles of drought

ᒪᓠᐃᑁ ᐸᒭᑲᐃᓉᓇᖃᑁᐿᖕᒭᖏᓉᒯᑁ

– Increases in predation on the Prairies, oil spills on their wintering grounds

ᐇᒥᓞᕈᕐᐸᓛᓊᐇᒭᖏᓉᒯᑁ ᐆᒪᔪᕐᐽᓟᖑᔪᑁ, ᐅᖅᓞᐇᓗᐃᑁ ᑯᕕᖃᑁᐿᖕᒭᖏᓉᒯᑁ ᐅᑂᐅᑴᑯ 
ᓇᔪᕐᐸᑁᐿᖏᓉᒭᑴ
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What are the implications of Special Concern listing?
ᓱᓇᐅᕙᑦ ᐇᒃᑐᐇᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕍᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᒋᔭᐅᓕᕍᑐᒧᑦ?

Management Plan

ᐇᐅᓙᑁᓜᔾᔪᐿᐅᒭᐇᖅᐽᑁ 
ᐸᖕᓇᐅᐼᑁ

• Management plan

ᐇᐅᓙᑁᓜᒭᖕᒧᑁ ᐸᖕᓇᐅᐻ

– Measures to ensure species does not become 

endangered or threatened

ᑲᒪᑵᔬᐅᕙᓛᓊᐇᔪᑁ ᐻᒬᒥᐇᖅ ᐱᐿᖃᕈᓉᒮᓊᖁᓇᑵᑁ
ᐇᑁᐿᕆᔬᐅᓊᖁᓇᑵᓛᓘᓉᒮᑁ

– Written in cooperation with Aboriginal 

organizations and Wildlife Management Board

ᐻᐻᕋᕐᐿᐅᔪᑁ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᐻᑶᓛᓗᐻᑴ ᒯᓇᖃᖄᕐᓜᒪᔪᑁ
ᑲᐽᔾᓣᖃᐿᑶᖏᓉᒭᑴ ᐇᒬᒪᓗ ᐆᒪᔪᓊᕆᓣᕐᔪᐇᑴᑯᑁ
ᑲᐻᒬᒪᓣᖏᓉᒭᑴ

• Existing protection continues to apply
ᐿᑯᑁᓠᐅᕙᑶᕐᐽᑁ ᓠᐳᔾᔬᐅᓜᒪᒭᖏᑁ ᑲᔪᓜᐽᐃᓉᓇᕐᐽᑁ
ᐇᐽᐽᐃᓉᓇᕐᐽᑁ

• No prohibitions

ᐇᐽᕐᐿᐅᔬᕆᐇᓊᓉᒭᑴ ᐱᔬᐅᑁᐿᐃᓊᑵᐇᖃᖏᓉᒭᖏᓉᒭᑴ
ᐱᐿᖃᖏᑁᐽᖅ

• No critical habitat
ᐱᐿᖃᖏᑁᐽᖅ ᐱᒬᒪᕆᐅᔪᒯᑁ ᓇᔪᖅᐿᐅᓟᒭᑴ
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Next steps ᐇᓪᓗᕆᐇᕈᑕᐅᓂᐇᓕᖕᒥᔪᑦ

• CWS reports HTO feedback to NWMB and Minister of 

Environment

ᑲᓇᐿᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓊᕆᓣᑴᑯᑁ ᐽᒭᓜᕗᑁ ᐇᖑᓇᓞᑁᐽᓊᕆᓣᑴᑯᑁ ᖃᒯᕐᐽᖕᒭᕆᔬᖏᓉᒭᑴ
ᒯᓇᕘᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓊᕆᓣᕐᔪᐇᑴᑯᑁ ᑲᐻᒬᒪᓣᖏᓉᒯᑁ ᒥᒭᓢᐿᒧᓛᓗ ᐇᕙᐻᓊᕆᓣᕐᔪᐇᑯᓉᒯᑁ

• Decision-making process continues (NWMB makes decision on 

listing, then Minister of Environment makes decision)

ᖃᒯᕐᐾᐸᓛᓊᐇᔪᑁ ᑲᔪᓜᐽᐃᓉᓇᕐᐽᑁ (ᒯᓇᕘᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓊᕆᓣᕐᔪᐇᑴᑯᑁ ᑲᐻᒬᒪᓣᖏᑁ
ᐃᓞᒪᓊᐅᕐᐳᑁ ᖃᒯᐃᖁᓣᒭᖏᓉᒭᑴ, ᒥᒭᓢᐿ ᐇᕙᐻᓊᕆᓣᑴᑯᓉᒯᑁ
ᖃᒯᐃᖁᓣᓊᕐᓗᒭ)

• HTO reviews information and 

provides position on listing

ᐇᖑᓇᓞᑁᐽᓊᕆᓣᑴᑯᑁ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔪᑁ
ᐅᒭᑴᑳᓊᐇᒥᒭᖕᒭᑴ ᐽᒭᓜᓊᕐᓗᐻᓛᓗ
ᖃᒯᐃᖁᓣᒭᖏᓉᒭᑴ
ᐻᐻᕋᕐᐿᐅᑷᒪᐻᓛᓗᑷ

Craig Machtans
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We want to hear from you…

ᐃᓕᑦᓯᓐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕈᒪᔪᒍᑦ...

• Please tell us if your HTO supports, does not support, or is indifferent to 

the proposed listing.

ᐅᖃᐅᐻᐻᑷᑁ ᐆᒪᔪᖕᒭᐇᕐᐻᑴᑯᓜ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᐽᐃᒬᒪᖔᐿ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᐽᐃᖏᒬᒪᖔᐿᓘᓉᒮᑁ, 
ᓇᓛᓊᐇᑷᐽᐃᓉᓈᕋᓗᐇᕈᒭ ᓞᖁᐻᑴᓠᖏᑯᓜᓘᓉᒮᑁ ᐇᐽᓊᖁᔬᐅᔪᒥᑴ ᐻᐻᕋᕐᐿᐅᑷᒪᒭᖓᒭᑴ

• Do you have any other comments, concerns or information regarding the 

proposed listing of Horned Grebe?

ᐇᓜᖏᓉᒭᑴ ᐅᖃᐅᓜᑴᓠᖃᐺᐲᑁ, ᐃᓞᒫᓗᑵᔬᖃᐺᐱᓘᓉᒮᑁ ᖃᐅᓣᒪᔬᖃᕈᕕᓛᓘᓉᒮᑁ ᐱᔾᔪᐻᑵᓛᓗᑷ 
ᐇᐽᓊᖁᔬᐅᔪᒥᑴ ᐻᐻᕋᕐᐿᐅᓗᒭ ᕼᐅᐇᓉ ᑷᕆᐺ?

Anthony Levesque

Contact / ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐇᕋᒃᓴᖅ:

Heather Main / ᓇᔬᖑᐇᖅ ᒪᐃᓉ
Canadian Wildlife Service / ᑲᓇᐿᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓊᕆᒭᕐᒧᑁ ᐱᓣᑁᐻᕋᖅᐻᑁ
Box / ᐻᐻᖃᖃᐅᑀ 1870

Iqaluit, NU / ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑁ, ᒯᓇᕗᑁ
X0A 0H0

Phone / ᐅᖄᓙᐅᑀ: (867) 975-4748

Fax / ᓞᑴᑲᔪᑴᑯᑁ:  (867) 975-4645

Email / ᖃᕆᐿᐅᔬᑴᑯᑁ: heather.main@ec.gc.ca

mailto:heather.main@ec.gc.ca

