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Managing wildlife, guided by conservation principles, honouring the key role of Inuit in harvesting, for the well-being of current and future generations in Nunavut.
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March 09, 2026

Honourable Joanne Thompson

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
15% Floor, Centennial Towers

200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OE6

Dear Minister Thompson,

Re: Carry forward provisions for the northern shrimp fishery

NWMB Decision

At the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board’s (NWMB or Board) Regular Meeting on
February 25, 2026 (RM001-2026), Fisheries and Oceans Canada requested the NWMB
provide decisions and recommendations on the amendment of carry-forward provisions
for northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis) in the Eastern Assessment Zone for the 2026-
2027 season.

At the NWMB’s In-Camera Meeting on February 25, 2026 (IC001-2026), the Board
considered Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s submission. Given that the request would
affect areas both within and adjacent the Nunavut Settlement Area, the Board made the
following decisions and recommendations according to its mandate outlined in the
Nunavut Agreement.

RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 5.6.48 of the Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board approves carry forward up to 154 tonnes of northern shrimp
in the Nunavut-East management unit—or until the 2025-2026 total allowable catch is
otherwise fully taken—into the 2026-2027 season.

RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 15.3.4 of the Nunavut Agreement, the Nunavut
Wildlife Management Board recommend that Fisheries and Oceans Canada allow a
carry forward of up to 780 tonnes of northern shrimp in Davis Strait West—or until the
2025-2026 total allowable catch is otherwise fully taken—into the 2026-2027 season.

FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 5.6.48 and 15.3.4 of the Nunavut
Agreement, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board recommend that Fisheries and
Oceans Canada remove the August 31 carry-forward deadline for recording carry-
forward harvest.
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Reasons for NWMB Decision

The Board heard that amendments to the carry-forward provisions allow for additional
flexibility while management measures are being discussed for the new Northern Stock
Assessment Region. Harvest levels are increasingly nearing full quota uptake, though
ice conditions and stock availability may constrain effort in some years. The northern
shrimp stock was assessed using the new Northern Stock Assessment Region model
for the first time last year. The model showed that the stock was firmly in the proposed
‘healthy’ zone despite being below the long-term average biomass. With the northern
shrimp stock anticipated to be classified as healthy again in 2026, the Board determined
that carrying forward unused quota does not raise conservation concerns, as it
represents harvest that could have occurred during the 2025-2026 season. Given the
positive stock outlook, allowing this flexibility would help enterprises achieve full
economic benefit.

During its Regular Meeting, the Board heard from Fisheries and Oceans Canada staff
that the current August 31 deadline for recording carry-forward harvest is administrative
in nature and exist solely to ensure all harvest after this deadline is recorded against the
current year’'s quota. As such, removing the deadline would not present a conservation
concern. The Board therefore has no objection to the proposal to eliminate the August
31 deadline.

Conclusion |

The NWMB looks forward to your reply and completion of the Nunavut Agreement
process. If you have any questions regarding this letter, do not hesitate to contact the
NWMB.

Sincerely,

/’,
5,

3 . /)
DR N/ 4/’

Dan Shewchuk

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

CcC: Christi Friesen, Fisheries and Oceans Canada



I * I Fisheries and Oceans Canada Péches et Océans Canada

Fisheries and Harbour Management Gestions des péches et des ports
Assistant Deputy Minister Sous-ministre adjoint
May 6, 2026

Mr. Dan Shewchuck

Chairperson

Nunavut Wildlife Management Board
< tsataa@nwmb.com >

Dear Mr. Shewchuck:

| am writing in response to your correspondence of March 9, 2026, addressed to the Honourable
Joanne Thompson, Minister of Fisheries, regarding the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB)
decisions and recommendations on carry-forward provisions for Pandalus borealis (Northern shrimp) in
the Eastern Assessment Zone for the 2026-27 fishing season. Consistent with the incorporation of the
Interpretation Act into the Nunavut Agreement, and given the operational nature of carry-forward
provisions, | have been asked to respond on the Minister’s behalf.

| agree with the NWMB’s decision to allow a carry-forward allowance of up to 154 tonnes of Northern
shrimp in the Nunavut-East management unit and recommendation to allow a carry-forward allowance
of up to 780 tonnes of Northern shrimp in Davis Strait West — or until the 2025-2026 total allowable
catch is otherwise fully taken — into the 2026-2027 season.

| also agree with the NWMB's decision to remove the August 31 carry-forward deadline.

| appreciate the NWMB's collaboration and cooperation in the sustainable co-management of this
important shrimp resource in the North.

Sincerely,

Adam Burns

Canada
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