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Dear Chairman Shewchuk and Board Members: 

Pangnirtung Fisheries Limited 

P.O. Box 185, 

Pangnirtung, Nunavut 

X0A 0R0 

June 5, 2026 

Re: Addendum to May 14 letter regarding an exploratory allocation of turbot in the CSTMA 

On May 14, the Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) sent a letter requesting 

the support and approval of the NWMB for an exploratory allocation of l0t of turbot in the 

Cumberland Sound Turbot Management Area (CSTMA). As more discussion has occurred in the 

intervening period and we would like to add more context, please consider this letter from the 

HTO and Pangnirtung Fisheries Limited as an Addendum to the original letter. 

In addition to the points made in the May 14 letter, we would like to focus this letter on two 

particular areas that will hopefully provide greater context for the consideration of the NWMB 

including why it is very important to conduct this exploratory fishery in the fall of 2026 and on 

the amount of turbot that may need to be harvested. 

Since the May 14th letter was sent, there has been a number of news stories and analysis of the 

coming El Nino and potentially a Super El Nino. It now appears certain that the El Nino is 

coming and only time will tell how strong it will be. As we demonstrated in the analysis 

previously provided, an El Nino winter will most certainly mean less fish harvested and that the 

CSTMA quota will not be taken in the winter ice fishery in 2027. 

We need prepare for this situation where quota is left in the water. In the fall of 2026, we need to 

test boats, fishing gear, fishing times and locations. It is also our intention to travel to Greenland 

with some harvesters from Pangnirtung to observe· their open water fishery and then have some 

of the Greenland harvesters come back to Pangnirtung to help our harvesters test the boats and 
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