Addressee
March 10, 2006
RE:
Draft Nunavut Wildlife Regulations and Orders for your review and comment

Dear Sir or Madam,
This letter is addressed to you as the representative of an aboriginal body that may have an interest in the wildlife management regime in Nunavut.
In December 2003 the Government of Nunavut passed the Wildlife Act, S.Nu, 2003 C.26. This modern wildlife management statute governs hunting, trapping and wildlife management activities within Nunavut, including in areas of traditional overlap.  The Wildlife Act provides the legislative framework and guidance for wildlife management in Nunavut, but in order for the system to function, a set of detailed Regulations and Orders are necessary.
Since 2003 we have been developing the regulations and orders necessary for the Wildlife Act to function.  An early draft of these regulations was provided to you in August of 2004.  Please find enclosed a Compact Disk containing the final draft regulations.  On the disk are copies of each of the draft regulations and orders, as well as summary versions that you may find useful for review.  In addition, a copy of the Wildlife Act itself is included.
Recognizing the need for the cooperative management of our wildlife resources, and recognizing the importance of stakeholder input, I invite your organization and people to review the attached draft regulations and orders.

If you wish to obtain further information, and to provide legal, technical or other comments on the Draft Regulations in whatever form you feel most effective, I would ask your officials to contact:



Stephen Pinksen, Director


Policy, Planning and Legislation



Department of the Environment



Government of Nunavut



P.O. Box 1000, Station 1320


Iqaluit, NU



X0A 0H0



Phone:
867-975-7700


Fax:

867-975-7740


spinksen@gov.nu.ca
Your comments are welcomed by April 7, 2006.  Following the receipt of comments, we will review the regulations and make any necessary changes to the drafts.
The process for final approval and passage into law of the draft regulations and orders contains two steps, as follows:

1)
The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) has jurisdiction over most of the proposed harvesting limitations in the draft regulations and orders, and as such the decision making process described by the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA) and the Wildlife Act must be followed for those provisions. The Nunavut Wildlife Management Board will be meeting on May 8th to 10th 2006 to publicly consider those proposed harvesting limitations. If you wish to make a submission directly to the NWMB for consideration in its resulting decisions, or if you wish to obtain further information about the NWMB’s public consideration and decision-making processes, please contact: 


Jim Noble, Chief Operating Officer



Nunavut Wildlife Management Board



PO Box 1379



Iqaluit, NU



X0A 0H0



Phone: (867) 975-7305



Fax:     (867) 975-7320



jnoble@nwmb.com 

Initial submissions for the consideration of the NWMB are required by March 27th 2006. Reviews of, or responses or challenges to, any initial material filed must be filed with the NWMB by April 21st 2006.
2)
Following the decision making process described above, the draft regulations will be finalized and submitted to the Government of Nunavut for approval by Cabinet, and passage into law.  It is anticipated that, this will take place in the summer of 2006.

Please also note the following: Section 40.3.3 of Article 40 of the NLCA states that, “…members of an aboriginal people of the Northwest Territories other than Inuit may harvest wildlife within areas of the Nunavut Settlement Area which that aboriginal people has traditionally used and continue to use for that purpose, on a basis equivalent to Inuit under Article 5…” If the aboriginal people that you represent harvest wildlife within the Nunavut Settlement Area pursuant to the terms of NLCA Article 40, you are hereby advised to contact the NWMB’s Chief Operating Officer in writing by no later than March 27th 2006. This is important in order to ensure that your Article 40 rights and interests are fully taken into account.  
The people of Nunavut share many aspects of our wildlife with neighboring communities along our very large boundary within Canada.  We also share many traditional and strong principles with respect to the cultural and social importance that wildlife continues to play in our modern society.  The new Wildlife Act and regulations are designed to protect and promote all of the rights contained in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, as well as to respect the interests of other aboriginal peoples.
I encourage you to take part in this important initiative and make a submission to represent your interests.
Sincerely,
Simon Awa 

Deputy Minister
c.c.
Jim Noble, NWMB Chief Operating Officer 
