Chesterfield Inlet Coastal Resource Inventory

Belugas

Belugas were reported to occur in two distinct populations: the first off Churchill (Manitoba) and the second near Repulse Bay. Hunters
suggested that the southern population routinely migrates north, where they are intercepted by hunters from Arviat, Whale Cove, and Rankin
Inlet. Belugas also migrate southward from Repulse Bay and are primarily responsible for any that are caught by the community of Chesterfield

Inlet.

Some hunters believe that many of the larger marine mammals are moving away from the coast, and out of reach of hunters, due to noise,
pollution and turbulence related to increased shipping activity through the inlet toward Baker Lake. Ringed Seal and Beluga were both reported
as decreasing in number. Ringed Seal in particular was reported to have poor body condition and not as tasty as in the past. Beluga decreases
were thought to be related to shipping noise and near-shore blasting.
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Figure 1: Areas of occupation for Bowhead and Beluga
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Narwhal
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Figure 2: Areas of occupation for Narwhal
a e APdNC?® 2: AcSHAE AaMyDAC SPSC (4o *J<dce) P oLso.




Chesterfield Inlet Coastal Resource Inventory

Toble 2N Acocs =f eespation bie Morwhal

W lx | T4 | Hurwkal | " | | _ Famewan 104 3 1000,
EW_ILR o wanebal | n | | Toensty yaer 133 @ the ale
WW_I_N m HWomekal | " | Moy wad Tt e el £¥ae 18 PR Ege,



Chesterfield Inlet Coastal Resource Inventory

Walrus
Some interviewees consider it unhealthy to eat walrus killed in the vicinity of Rankin Inlet, due to runoff from mining activities in that area. .

Species abundance estimates were sometimes provided from indirect information (or from what might be considered to be secondary sources).
Cockles and clams were reported as present and abundant, based on evidence contained in the stomachs of walrus, from siphon holes noted on
the sea floor, and from the presence of empty shells in the intertidal zone or washed up on beaches. This was also true for sea cucumbers, which
were recorded in the stomachs-of bearded seals. The nature of these indirect observations makes the conclusion that “shellfish are becoming
more abundant”, somewhat problematic.
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Figure 3: Areas of occupation for Walrus
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