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huly 25 2013

Manasie Audiaktiak
ron.of the

Nunevut Wildlife Management Board
inuksugalt Complex, p.0. Box 1379
Iqaluit, NU, XCA OHD

RE: Nuswyik N:Inrlnq Ragion Wiidiifs 8oarg submlzsion to the publie haaring of the NWvia
conesrning the lovel of regional total allowabiw harveye fo, the Faxe Basin polar bewr LT3
populktlnn' [n the Nunavut Settlemen: Atea.

Mr, Audiakiak,

The Nunavlk M:IIrfFIl Region Wildlife Boxrg (NMRWR) appraclates this epportunity to share iis
views on the an tha Qikiqtaaluk Wildlife Bosrd's (Qwa) requast to incrasse levels of total
allowable harvest for the Faxe Basin polar bear Sub-populntion,

Pletse conflrm reception of this document ang of Ks Intlusion withiy the NWMB’s public
hewring reglstry, The Informatlon and positions detallen within this submissian will e explained
In further datsif by the NMRWSE during your September 10-11, 2013 public haaring in lgaluit,
Should yau Er your staff require clerification on any of tha informetian contained harein, please
do not hesitate to contact oyr staff at the caordinetes below:

Nuravik Marine Regian Wildiife Bosrd
P.0. Box 433, inukjuak, AC, JOM IMD
Phone: (819) 254.8887 | Faw: (819) 284-8816
Emal moconnor@nmrwh ca

On behalf of the NMRWS, 1 thank the Nunavut Wildife Management Bonrd in advance for
Biving full consideration eo the Informatlon preserind hersin when reaaching o dacision on thi

matter,

Slneﬂ'f‘ﬂlh

A Tkt
Robble Tanmj-k-

A/ Chalrman

Nunavik Marine Reglon Widife Board

: -2f

h_ T ———
P.O, Bex 433, Inukjusk, QC, JOM 1M0

Phone: (819) 254.3567 | Fax: [818) 254-B818

Info@nmrwh.ca | http://www.nmrwb.ca
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The F Ba b ub- ia

Having reviewed the Government of Nunavut’s Foxe Basin (FB) polar bear aerial survey report,
the Nunavlk Marine Region Wildlife Board (NMRWB) considers this sub-population to be
healthy. While we caution a direct comparison of the latest population estimate with those
obtained previously through mark-recapture studies, It appears based on these findings and on
the ohservations of Inult, that the population has at least remained stable under recent
harvesting pressures.

However, given that no time-series Informatijon Is avallable to validate the findings of the aerial
survey the NMRWB recommends that any Increases above current harvesting levels (Nunavik
and Nunavut combined) should be slight. This Is especially Important caonsidering the
management actions being undertaken to ensure the sustainability of harvests in Nunavik (see
below).

Given the shared-nature of this sub-population, between Nunavut and Nunavik communities, it
is Imperative that the NMRWB and NWMB have similar management obectives (e.g. target
population slze, time to reach target populatien, etc.} golng forward. Although the NMRWB
currently has not established Its management obectives for Foxe Basin polar bears, we are
open to working with the NWME to establish agreed-upon management ohjectives and to
determine the overall level of harvests necessary to meet these objectives. Such an exercise
should be carried out before the NWMB makes 3 decision regarding the QWB’s request to
increase the total aliowable harvest (TAH).

As [ndicatad in the NWMB'’s pubiic hearing notice, you must consider harvests by Inuit from
Puvirnitug, Akulivik, Ivujivik and Salluit when rendering a decision regarding TAH of FB polar
hears (harvest statistics are malntained by the Quebec government). Since the NMRWE has vet
10 consult these communlties, we will not comment on their needs; doing so may be done by
the Maklvik Corporation on behalf of Nunavik Inuit, or by the Reglongf and Lacal Nunavimmi
Umajuilrijiit Katujjlqetigiinninge (RNUK and LN UKs respactively}.

Historically no limits have been Imposed on the number of FB bears harvested by Nunavik Inuit,
In accordance with the Guaranteed Harvest Levels established under 5. 24,6.2 of the James Bay
and Northern Quebec Agreement. It should be noted that sport-harvesting is currently not
permitted In Nunavik,

Harvesting, by Nunavik Inult, is presently regulated by the government of Quebec. All polar
bears that are arvested must -he registered; a tag affixed to the et attesls Lhat this
requirement has been met,.
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Followlng a request from the Minister of Environment Canada In January 2012, the NMRWB is
undertaking the establishment of a comprehensive management system, including levels of
total allowable take, for all polar bear sub-populations oceurring in Nunavik based on an
understanding that the absence of harvesting limits poses a potential conservation concern.

A number of lissues have led to delays in this process, however the establishment of a

Any decision of the NMWB an this matter will likely be assoclated to a management objectlve
for the FB sub-population as a whole. In other words, the NWMB will determine a level of TAH
that Is Nunavut's portion of the overall number of bears that can be harvested while either
maintalning the population at current levels, allowing It to increase, or to reducing the number
of bears in FB, depending on the management objectives decided upon. Because FB is a shared
sub-population the NWME's decision will to a certaln extent Imit the number of bears that can
be hunted by Nunavik Inuit to meet the same popuiation ohjective.

Should both Boards be managing FB polar bears in hopes of achleving the same population
objective, It Is important that the NWMB‘s decision be such that remaining harvests he
sufficient not only to meet the basic needs of Nunavimmiut, but also to allow the NMRWE ta
put in place a management system that can be applied feaslbly at the community level. Since
no consultations or hearings have taken place towards this management system, It remains
premature for us to advance how many bears would be sufficient to attain this purpose.

Whatever the outcome of the NMWB's consideration, we trust that your decision will axplicitly
describe the conslderations that you have given to the NMRWB’s efforts to put in place a
management system that will llmit harvesting by Nunavik Inuit. Given the potentlal Impllcations
of a TAH increase an Nunavik Inuit harvesting, we trust that the NWMB will explore whether
altarnatives to address the growing number of defense kills, ather than the QWB’s proposal to
increase the TAH are feasible.

The NMRWE empathises with the request put forward by the QWE as the issue of defense kills
and the presence of bears in or near communities is a growing issue in Nunavik as well. Given
that, the position that we are putting forward seeks collaboration between the NWMB and the
NMRWB in determining a single management objective for this subpopulation, and to
subsequently ensure that the resulting harvest levels meet the needs of both Nunavut and

Nunavik Inult,

Nunavlk Marine Region Wildllfe Board - Submissinn fn NWMR Fava Rasin Polar Bear hearing
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