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RESEARCH INFORMATION LETTER

Mo Acnd®™ Mitiq Project
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ABOUT

Talking with the Aivig Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) we came up with the idea to work together to
document Inuit Qaujimajatugangit (1Q) of eider ducks in addition to the summer boat surveys. Talking with the
HTO we heard a few things (1) the increasing cost of gas, food, and equipment required to harvest eider ducks
and eggs is a concern in the community, (2) polar bears are eating eider eggs and destroying eider nests more
often, (3) polar bears eat a lot of eider eggs and less are available for families as country food, and (4) polar
bears are dangerous to hunters and their families. Together, we decided that gathering 1Q of the relationships
between eiders, hunters, and polar bears would be a good way to study the impacts of climate change and
food security.

s \Where do mitig nest around Kinngait? How has this changed over time?

« How are mitig impacted by climate change and polar bears?

« How much does is cost to go mitig hunting and egg picking?

s How will climate change and polar bears impact the ability of hunters and families to access mitig as
country food?

» How do Inuit practice Avatittinnik Kamatsiarniq (stewardship and care) of mitig?

» \What can be done to ensure mitig remain available as country food in the face of rising hunting costs,
risks from polar bears, and climate change?

IQ will be gathered through interviews, maps, workshops, land-based camps, film, and storytelling.

Research will happen in the spring, summer, and fall of 2025-2028,

« Document IQ and archive it so that it does not get lost.
s Share knowledge between Elders and youth.
 Provide learning and job opportunities for Kinngait community members.

* Provide Inuit, scientists, governments, and others with information to help people make decisions.

CONTACT
Dominigue Henri Christina Semeniuk Vivian Nguyen
Environment and Climate Change Canada University of Windsor Carleton University
Dominigue.Henri@ec.gc.ca semeniuk@uwindsor.ca viviannguyen@cunet.carleton.ca
1(438) 589-8166 1(519) 992-0492 1(613) §53-6553

Envircnment and Environnement et fﬁ“ 1 H
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Caribou: Health monitoring (disease and contaminants obtained through
community sampling)
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Paolar bear: Prejects where community engagement and participation in polar
bear research design are prioritized
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Wolves and Grizzlies: Increasing incentives for harvesting wolves and
introducing incentives for harvesting grizzlies
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Polar bear: Effects of tourizm and noise from deterrent activities on peolar bear
hearing and subsequent behavioural changes
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Caribou: Alternative survey methods (drones, satellites, cameras, community
surveys, efc.)
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Fish: Contaminant levels, such as mercury, in various fish species
AB AT A5Ra DT DAt e T, LdML AP0 <A T et A st

1D

Grizzly Bear: Aerial surveys on Victoria Island, Bluenose-East caribou calving
ground, and Bathurst caribou calving ground
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Fox: Fox populaticn dynamics near communities and the effects of rising
populations on rabies fransmission and food cache security

Mrb=or<I= Nl <I® bolc™ o™= bolr ™o oo d® <o <IF2AT™ME
< B0 ACH Do Aoe S0 Arbata ™ <L o Pt AL
AL ASLg M

14 Impacts of mining, other indusftries, and development on species movement
TDATMT BYCECTIE, AT Acnodl®, Lo Aesc<lrbo T BLAT 555 T
1B Ringed Seals: Health monitoring studies, including parasites and impact on
human health
a ST B AL BERL LA et RS CE Ak dASAS <L
<A AoAS bodto e
1C

Caribow: Population monitoring, abundance, and herd movements (including use
of collars or frap cameras)
FOAR ACH Dot BephLAe T, B A e, o BLAS A5 S
(A= <10Fe™ WM B e P < Ro =20

Caribou: Climate change impacts on caribou and migration
POAS P PAT O Se ™ LC IFDAME D et <L AXI e

1E

Caribou: Epidemiology of caribou lung and liver diseases
TETAS BphSCE TP0AS et g < s NS SdASDAS

1F

Caribou: Caribou land surveys (snowmobile, ATV, foot patrols)
DFOAS TFOAS ool BbehSCE (BACEEEE, MALetds, <la*MNJ<)

10| Ballast water: Impacts of ballast on marine environments, including the use of
additives or other contaminants
Bt AT AL™: IS0 AT Bt AT T <12 o, Ac P ol <105
P s P Tl e b, i T s pl S S 2
1E Community structure and abundance of benthic species
oo GPALeM o oAt < e T Ao BLeT
1F

Understanding char movements, population, and abundance
DPPLAT ™ AT EAS 55 e, ACE D, <L Dol e et
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Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 2024-2029
Strategic Plan
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Protecting Wildlife, Building the Future

The NWMB is dedicated to managing wildlife in Nunavut with the goal of ensuring
the well-being of current and future generations. This plan represents a path
forward for sustainable wildlife management, with a focus on the importance of
Inuit leadership in all areas.

0a2C  BLICAPNLIT  bNLANS  PLPLINA®DC Acndbia<ion:
A>T INBIONE BLICA SIS P2 1SN boAM gD DoM>I® L
PG PYLENE 0 DPCH>Y-CC. Codd <SaBN>IE PLULEDASE IPINC<IY™
PO IS DYNRCPONT BLIG®  T<e®P’INBYDrS,  AMGPhD> N
AL Ue® Ao*c® PS> c®NbSeT abrdel®.

Strategic Focus

Working Together

A®ba ALY LN ONE bD7AONG
Collaborating with all partners
A bNCY>LAQD>ON® Ad ™

CARYD><ON® AcnbNry>H©

Informed Decisions

/ OLDLENAON® AdLcba®™
S -
Using science and Inuit knowledge
<1OON° bPrR*NLA DR <L ADbAC
‘b>rLon Mot

Transparency

LSPL N ONe
Open and clear work

LDA%UT)ﬂ" <L ana APPLNCDON°
A*Pba AY*C

Dedication
M ePLENdoN®
 Committed to our mandate and the future of
/ \Nu navut’s wildlife harvests.

£ rePLRE NeyDPL NN 08 Acn<eh> o <L
0 r2on ot 0o 2T PLAS

\.
.

. Our Commitment

This strategic plan is designed to adapt and guide us beyond 2029 as we continue
working together to sustain Nunavut’s wildlife for future generations. We are
committed to being leaders in wildlife conservation, and we invite the next

generation of Inuit leaders to Join us in this important work.

>Jdd D<LOMAYDNE <aPNC LabbDrPLI® <DcPrac<dLC <L
DP_IIJCP>HNE ADPCH>Y*aHN® B¥CoC 2029 <°9JC birN-oJ
CA®La AYLIYenbSC DYCH LM oN DPCH> It e L
s FPyLcNeot a2l AYaltCPYtaAtaoNe,  <LePLEN®DJC
O ’ POCPN>ES IS 0a 2T BLic® AD®AbPNBONE, <L AatNS>JS
L°d=*a®LPNa @ rocPNPsgs. AcPdOofSn CLOML
ALLa DATEIREEER 6 =0 HG:

Respect A®bJ*c*

Impl

Focusing on the mandates of Article 5 and setting Basic Needs Levels for sustainable

AMGFRD> 5N

To manage wildlife through conservation principles,
honouring Inuit harvesting practices, and safeguarding the
well-being of both present and future generations of
Nunavummiut.

[ <o P INbd-ore DlLcng " AVaa N
D*LAM G DOMN°, ADHN° A®bMoM<D AbAS
Yo AIPNE, QL SSUTDPCD>PLONS CLSPE Dol D>
<L P20 N PYRLG AP CSE 0a D DC.

£ S y =

Building a positive, respectful work environment and A

strengthening recruitment and retention.

La o™ acJ®DbdS, A®LIA*c B ON D ATba AZ A>T <L
Lo oM A®ba AY*NC*<-c<a® <L
0%b*NP-CAcc®™.

Involve Inuit AcPNCPOLN® AoAS

i Integrating Inuit Qaujimajatuqgangit into all decisions
and operations.

AclcPra® Ao AC bPrLY DB *c® AD*a* 0"
AfLcPDPNoC <L P> CPNoC,

Strengthen Governance
e on < orc > "N’<NS L™

Ensuring good governance practices and supporting

the next generation of Inuit leaders.
P> <N APNES B N’ INoc  Acn’PPRE L
AbLI®IAGT® ob®’P>c® Ao c® P> c*NP>~a®.

ement <Dc*NNoN°

Ny DAL N6 Acn<PhM oS NNS®PLe*Le 5- 'L <®P'CPoN®
AN ONc BLIP=a™C*C Ao A (AoAC G P°Kh* )

Get Involved

> Join the NWMB team and contribute to wildlife management.
AcPcn® 0a2 PLIcnrRdE A®ba AN o <L
AbN*’ON° BLcng 1 Acn<a®.

> Engage with us and out partners to help protect the wildlife of

Nunavut.

>N AcnbNbONE <L CAn-Ore

A by Neg® AbNI-ONE LS D I-orc BLNEC
oo >l

> Read our full Strategic Plan by scanning the QR code
>bcl®PE ADADE®PLIE BP<OM AYP>PNCIINDE
<'aPNP>RE LrcP>OJ QR Code b CHLT O
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The Nunavut Wildlife Research Trust (NWRT or Trust), which is administered by
the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) provides funding for
government departments to carry out wildlife research in Nunavut that

addresses the priorities of the NWMB and Inuit. The Trust provides an annual
allocation to address wildlife research priorities established by NWMB and
identified through regional wildlife priority workshops in the three regions of
Nunavut.

Research is necessary to ensure that wildlife resources are harvested in a
knowledgeable and sustainable way so that Nunavummiut can continue the
harvesting that is so essential to their way of life. The NWMB has a lead role to
play in this area and is committed to making wildlife research responsive to the
needs and concerns of the people of Nunavut.

Each yearin December, the Trustees of the NWRT determine the amount of
funding that will be available in each funding period based on the performance
of the Trust. The NWRT responsibly manages the Trust to ensure that the funds
continue to grow and are available for wildlife research over the long term.
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%AT COMES NEXT: PHASE 2 OF CHAR AND COD

EARCH NEAR KUGLUKTUK

Ol CPA - Abocarc ALTPConr-o baCl
Tracey Loewen - Fisheries and Oceans Canada

D> <R 2019 DS 2023, YCO*D® AYa <N b7 P LN C d¥Yad* Dt Abdc >DED>JaL
PCEDRAN® <D <L ALTPCont€baCl bR DN AboPAS BLAS <L
D>PD>SCDI SLAC CAba Coronation Gulf baly*La d®o%D®. bDrPLG® ada AP > D®
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PaDy b NCDPLI® >Sa NWRT g JSDI.

From 2019 to 2023, the Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) collaborated with the
University of Waterloo and Fisheries and Oceans Canada to study char,

Greenland cod, and Arctic cod in Coronation Gulf near Kugluktuk.

Research confirmed two char species in the Coppermine

River, with Dolly Varden predominating subsistence
harvests, and revealed distinct habitats and physical
traits. Cod studies showed reduced larval hatch sizes
linked to environmental factors. The HTO requested
that the researchers further examine the spawning
and overwintering habitat use of Arctic Char and
Dolly Varden in the Coppermine River, as well as

their marine movements, and to use community-
based fish collections to increase knowledge on marine'§
fishes, including “unusual” and new species of fishes,
such as Bering wolffish and Pacific salmon. he proposed
phase 2 will investigate the topics raised by the HTO. This
project has been funded by the NWRT in the past.
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COMMUNITY-BASED FISHERIES MONITORING IN
QIKIQTARJUAQ FISHING AREAS

G CLe - AbocnrC ALTPConten baCl
Ross Tallman - Fisheries and Oceans Canada

PPCHNLA® b>PPLIC AP PPNG ABOPAC A e eg®
LD ARCEE Pab’YN DR ba Clm AbI¥d-ore
BDALLAC DN AP AC ACHPSe LD, CAL,
0acC-aTa® bD>rLLA G 0C ACc®, Clo

0ac e Aboa< N o<dPR-HNE Abore<dlSe®
DD NNSPLYC D o™ ALTD>Conr€baCl
PIrerLeh*eg®. NNSPLYIC AchiadD AboOAC
oot DYLAG g <-SJ* gt <SaP>LMC
LINDLLC, APASPLILMLC, AYC <L ALDLASDE,
LoOCP® AbAC DALY DG M g ADMC
AbO < NE bPAPLY M6 <Ya DN Codaa
aoaACo al 'L C. CL*a bD>rhe® ACHSe<sD®
aaAPJCSa® AC>P D bo ALY C Lo
B> C. CLea d-o>n<PCP>I® DG DJ bP>rhsa®
LNDNE N CEA DT AbOAC ACHPGLDE,
Lo APASCH ™ oY R 00 AboadLse®
A> P <aJNC. Coa bLrYy® Pa L b NCH>PILI®
>S>a NWRT <l JSDT.

Qikigtarjuaqg has observed changes in Arctic char size
and ecology in their commercial fishing areas over the
years. The community requested that Fisheries and
Oceans Canada assist in monitoring the Arctic char
stocks. Thus, a community-based monitoring program
will be established, in which local fishers will collect
fishery-dependent data for Fisheries and Oceans
Canada to analyze. Data will include fish size, weight,
age structures, sex, maturity, catch and effort, as well
as Inuit Qaujimajatugangit about the fishers'
experiences harvesting in those particular areas. This
study will provide indicators of stock health and relative
abundance. Itis a step towards evaluating total
allowable harvest for char stocks, and development of
sustainable fisheries management plans. This project
has been funded by the NWRT in the past.
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. DEVELOPING .I.OCAL CAPACITY FOR SHIP- BASED |
BALLAST MONITORING IN MILNE PORT
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_Klmberlx Howland *Fisheries and Oceans Canada

-

><L75 ALINE ALAC JANCH> N DI I<N<e®

D ASCPPLI® ATRCP O ALT

CLaT>DbP>* D SLNC CL>*n <™ C.
Ced<APBLIC D> Hn <D CLaTP>DbS o
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Ballast water discharge from vessels has been
identified as a primary source for aquatic non-
indigenous species introductions. These
species pose threats to the native Arctic
marine ecosystem. The impacts of shipping,
including non-indigenous species
introductions, were raised as a primary

concern by communities during the Baffinland _

Iron Mines Phase 2 Environmental Impact
Statement review. This project will work
collaboratively with affected communities to
collect ballast water samples from ships
arriving at Milne Port. The project aims to
understand the biological risks posed by
Baffinland Iron Mines Project shipping and
develop local capacity and tools to enable
ongoing monitoring of risk and regulatory
compliance of ballast water discharges at
Milne Port and anticipated future ports, such
as Steensby Inlet.




- ;ﬁ

¥
e
{
. %
.C

ALnDac*Lo
- —  SHIPPING TRAFFIC
-~ IMPACTS ON FISHES OF
#%*  SUBSISTENCE AND
ECOLOGICAL
IMPORTANCE

S AR LT

>IN AMLGY o™ C
IDAGE Abooa
P> <L IREC

<MW" - ABDCnrglL THContes
I ba Cl

Les Harris - Fisheries and Oceans Canada = = - f
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D> o< SLE>PP>SCII ALD< AR CoC. PP<a, bPPLG® bo® AOAC IDcsa<sL*LC

A AP LT e 0 DINC AYYGNE AL G AYDRE A bPrLa <™ MLE, ¢ AC G aca™
DSCPG < D® bPALLAC ONCHCCT* N C ADPE <L a LT a® D50 Ao AC BLACS <L
bavAS AboPDN® ba My *La, <L bPALALEHNE ICDANC DI INLC P> Coda™L. CAL

CnPedC DI ANE <HLo ha P> R AALPYDILC M AP <cSa <€ 0a >, DLGEKE© "N\
ADCP>J*a D P2LaCNa TP ONC ACDAGHE AP <K <NC A AS > g™ ¢ Codaa )’
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As the Arctic warms due to climate change, increased shipping activities threaten Arctic aquatic ‘
ecosystems. However, knowledge of how fish will respond to increased shipping traffic and noise is still !‘
limited. Acoustic telemetry will be used to track the fine-scale movement patterns and habitat use of i
Arctic char, Greenland cod, and fourhorn sculpin in the Cambridge Bay area, and examine the effects .
that shipping activity may have on them. As marine shipping and development are expected to %
increase in Nunavut, the information could be used in the future to minimize the effects of increased % &
human activity on these culturally and ecologically important species. ‘\;
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NARWHAL BODY CONDITION AND IMPACTS OF
SHIPPING

<4 Ld - Abocnr€ ALTDConren baCl
Marianne Marcoux - Fisheries and Oceans Canada

e JDa <'SJa, A AKN-CR-CPLAE B> b M DP o - *YC, ACDP™
ANCPIA*an<dc® Ao AN e 0 IP<H¢*C al " C A=Y€ al cL®
D><LL* e ATNCP>-ONE MAP<KSa M DI<N<C, Coa bLPYy® bLaP>a<sD® b*LCIGc b dC
B> DT BPALAL DN bo AT Lo NEMERAEE LD ADOMC b C*NCPHLNeJIC
@A APINE bBALOPELSAEC al LM C <o 5 CSa*NC. Cod<d bLIPP>RE DCPH o T ¢
B>ALALINE boNM - YE > APL UL C DPPLAL DY LPP<IPNE PS> T 2023
boA-C<G* o LDLINC. ACCCD>* PP g bD>PLGELE o<ICP> G <ISDC D HNE
LIPS C QYL AP e, Coa bLPY® Pa Py bNCHPLI® >Sa NWRT g JDI.

In recent years, there has been a decline in the number of Eclipse Sound narwhals. One
possible reason for this decline is a shift in the distribution of narwhal throughout their range
in response to increased shipping traffic. This project will conduct drone surveys to explore
the health and body conditions of the whales and use satellite tags to investigate whale
distribution and movements. These methods will also be used to determine what proportion

of time narwhal spend at the surface to inform the adjustment of the previous 2023

abundance estimate. Furthermore, biopsy samples will be collected to measure the stress
levels of narwhal in different areas. This project has been funded by the NWRT in the past.




D>a bLPY® DGD® DPPG ™ MO <9\
boA-DOL G c® <-Lo 6°CDNE ADPMG",
LLoOECH>® QPA DM TRYPNJC a0 AN o<dPLRC
ACH>PC ADCP oD bB>ALLAC LN ACHDE
boAC* g™, PO D>DNE Adc Ac ™S, <-Lo

A PC boA*c™ . AraSA<od Coa b>AG®, 15
B*LECNCHLEIC ana AINE AcP>bC>a <D
B>ALLALDNE A 5CCS*MC. ACC>* DPCH>LLC
BP>PLGERE ACES CLPg  LEC*a® QLo D™ La®
o<CP>a <D bCYn LN ACHDE
boA-cdc e Mh>LINE, <L b L CIS©
<DCPoN° 04N AD LA C b CIIC Pp D> CE
Lt AE LaNC Lo ALA><BEOCHaC
I <E b<ACP G D DPPY S DNE
aad A MC IAE Coa bLPy® LoDy NCHPLI® > Sa
NWRT g J°Or".

This project aims to understand Foxe Basin's bowhead
population abundance and movement patterns, as well
as develop a photo-identification catalogue of individuals
that will be used to track the population's composition,
calving rates, and body condition. To complete this
research, 15 satellite tags will be deployed to track whale
movements. Additionally, biopsy samples consisting of
both skin and blubber will be collected to update
population abundance estimates, and drones will be used
to collect high-resolution aerial photographs of bowhead
whales. Whale scat and ocean measurements will be
opportunistically collected to better understand the
feeding ecology of bowhead whales. This project has
been funded by the NWRT in the past.
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FOXE BASIN
BOWHEAD

TELEMETRY, PHOTO-
ID, AND BIOPSY
COLLECTION

> L - Aboonr©
ALTD>Conrco balCl

Brent Young - Fisheries and
Oceans Canada
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COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH ON WALRUS
DISTRIBUTION AND STOCK STRUCTURE

J<n. LND>* - AbocnrC ALT>Conteo baCl
Cory Mathews - Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Lea ACHDEACPP¢* LD ana ALSCDa*C PN*La PPP>C D JANC APc<°CE. Coa
bLIPY® b>ALAPE ALAML*LE DOl ACHDE Lo ACDPS6*LDC ana A C> D> C
AL C APA DN b L ECNCPLYIC a Ha APINE HCCSa* M ea® P PoHe <L o< Y Ha
TP g ACHLME Lo aPLsa* ea® PIPoa. ACTHD® DGTI® I o< 5J
BD>AYNLAC bLJa S DP>C O DSa AcLA O bD>PYDe AbYDC <L nac©

QT a® bPALLAC T 0% AcnrC A AL Do nacta. Coa bL* Y% Pa DL b NCHPLI®
D>Sa NWRT g JPLT.




The current stock designations of
the Central Arctic walrus population
are contested. This project aims to
determine whether current
designations are appropriate by
deploying satellite tags for
movement analysis and collecting
tissues for trace elements, stable
isotope, and genetic analysis. The
program also aims to build science
capacity in the North through the
training of research assistants and
community-based monitoring
personnel in walrus-harvesting
communities. This project has been
funded by the NWRT in the past.
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ESTIMATING THE ABUNDANCE OF THE FOXE BASIN
BASIN POLAR BEAR SUBPOPULATION

dch SHLC - 0a > LALAIC
Alyssa Bohart - Government of Nunavut

oCYLE D% an5g® ML>LINE
AYD> D> DEDRAME Lea ADBD>cDe®
B>APNG® bLMYC Lo 2009 <ML 2010. Ca
bLMY® DGGAD® ACHN-ONC
HCYPLIC MLDLINE Lo AP
HEC T M ea® bP>rLhT™ DPPEP S O
RO C Lo MO <HLo baly Lo
ACHDE, b>ALNE bLa <D D>LPe DI
B CHEJC b>PL GG o< ONP
boA-OLc*c®* NNbe®. AcCP>
oY D PPCa® d'Lo AcPbALN®
Fd™ec® a“NAc® o<1 a P " C
DLGhe® DPPJICP e D® a ba ASPLRC
CdYyDrbaa*ea® bPPROMCanAC
AbHJa T Lo H°Ca™C Ao<o
PP CPDLR*LC.

The most recent Foxe Basin polar bear population estimate was derived
from now outdated surveys conducted in 2009 and 2010. This project
aims to provide an updated abundance estimate and initiate a
movement study to better understand the dynamics betweenFoxe
Basin and neighbouring subpopulations. The researcherswill conduct
aerial surveys to gather abundance data. Furthermore, they will collect
biopsies and install hair-snare stations to collect genetic information,
which will inform mark-recapture models to investigate bear survival
and movement within the Hudson Bay complex.






DPDACLg 60> <IDPLIC A D ACHDC
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@’éribou herds across the Territory have been

f

& expenencmg troubling population declines. To help

‘i' {

A mitigate the decline and support population
. I. ';"\.1‘ t

| regrowth, the Government of Nunavut initiated a

‘ | wolf hunting program to reduce the impacts of
\ 11N '\:‘ wolf predation on caribou. The goal of this project
{a i VLR B A TR - is to enhance understanding of wolf movements
a0 r within and between caribou herds while also
") PReS[™ L PSG® examining the spatial and temporal dynamics of
LPrLLAL g™ 4D ¢ predator-prey interactions involving wolves,
L*LC NCPLYcdC :)HJnC muskox, and caribou within the range of the
<L QUQHbﬁC AL C Qamanirijuag and Northeast Mainland caribou
herds in the Kivallig region. The research team will
KIVALLIQ WOLF deploy 20 GPS collars on wolves to gather data on
MONITORING USING their movements within the caribou herd ranges
SATELLITE and calving grounds, and will also receive samples
TELEMETRY AND from harvested wolves. The data collected will
HUNTER HARVEST allow the team to examine wolf movement,

predatory behaviour, survival, and recruitment.
Lt <R - 0a 2L
Malik Awan - Government of
Nunavut
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D><C P -CCLDLINCS, boAG
DILAS M AP <ecda* M dGAC LD
ALPAC CIYE AP DI AC PLADON®
PPCIM® ADACSIS, <o AbAKSDG
CdvC C<a 2020 <L 2023 Y*H*D*

B> Do Lra AdLo*a D Cedo™L
DIreLeg® <D CSPCADNT. DSSCHN® B ML
bLMY 1€ A b AG® oCa® boA-HLC
ML>LJNGE Lo MXo7, <DCP>Ja sDC
PIrPor®c D5 bNDrc I Ce

Yo CPaT Lo ALADAandc*

4P o6 oCa° ADcdra® CALAKA Ab<E,

DL AS ACTHDE
Moh>LCE Peg T

MUSKOX POPULATION
ESTIMATE ON
VICTORIA ISLAND

ELLA O - pa S LI
Lisa Marie Leclerc - Government of
Nunavut

The most recent abundance surveys of muskox on Victoria Island (management unit MXo7) were

conducted in 2013-2014 and showed a population decline from the previous estimates. Disease
outbreak and general health, the increased number of grizzly bear and wolf sightings, the

migration of muskox off the island to the mainland, and the low number of observations made

during the 2020 and 2023 Dolphin and Union surveys are current concerns for this muskox

management unit. The goal of this project is to generate a new abundance estimate for MXoy,

which can be used to review the current total allowable harvest and potentially propose new

recommendations if necessary.
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