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           1   (OPENING AND PRAYER)

           2   THE CHAIR:               Good morning, everybody.  (No

           3   audio transmission) to start the meeting off, I would ask

           4   Caleb if he'd say a prayer.

           5   (PRAYER)

           6   THE CHAIR:               As I said, we do have a long day

           7   again.  As you see, we have a long agenda ahead of us.  I

           8   think we have another ten interveners to hear from and

           9   answers and questions like we did around the table

          10   yesterday, so just keep that in mind.  And I would ask

          11   people that they be brief in their questions and their

          12   answers, but relevant, and state what you need to say.

          13              With that, we heard from Kitikmeot Regional

          14   Wildlife Board yesterday in their presentation.  I think

          15   you all have a copy of that in front of you if you need to

          16   review that.  So we're going to start off with there.

          17              Simon, I would just ask, we all heard your

          18   presentation, do you have anything else to add to your

          19   presentation at this point, or else we'll start going

          20   around the table for questions to you.  Thank you.

          21   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have

          22   nothing to add.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  We'll start off first

          24   by the Board Members.  Is there any questions for Kitikmeot

          25   Regional Wildlife Board?
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           1   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           2   THE CHAIR:               Go ahead, Charlie.

           3   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           4              My question:  The Nunavut government presented

           5   their request for a TAH recommendation on Bathurst caribou.

           6   My question is to the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, as

           7   an organization, have you worked with the Nunavut

           8   government to come up with this consensus to recommend a

           9   TAH for caribou in Bathurst?  Have you done consultation or

          10   any meetings with GN to come up with this number?

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          12              Simon.

          13   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you.  Simon Qingnaqtuq

          14   Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.

          15              The Nunavut government -- we have met with

          16   Nunavut government on Bathurst caribou, but there haven't

          17   been any consultations on total allowable harvest

          18   recommendations, although we met about the Bathurst

          19   caribou.  And, as I recall, we haven't really sat down with

          20   the Nunavut government on consultation, although we have

          21   met with different organizations from GNWT.  Thank you.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Charlie.

          23   MR. INUARAK:             My other question:  The

          24   recommendation put forth is a very low number.  Have you

          25   considered using the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement for a
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           1   subsistence harvesting?  Because Inuit have the right to

           2   harvest for a basic needs level for subsistence, and is the

           3   recommended total allowable harvest based on that basic

           4   needs level for Inuit under the Land Claim Agreement?

           5   Thank you.

           6   THE:  CHAIR:             Thank you, Charlie.

           7              Simon.

           8   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           9              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          10   Board.

          11              And I have been trying to meet with the

          12   Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, but it's sometimes

          13   really hard to get together.  Sometimes we can't get a

          14   quorum to meet, and although I've been trying to keep them

          15   informed at the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board on the

          16   proposed TAH that is being recommended, Kugluktuk community

          17   have been part of that wildlife board discussion.  We are

          18   informing the communities and consulting with the

          19   communities about this total allowable harvest

          20   recommendation.  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          22              Any other questions from the Board?  Caleb.

          23   MR. SANGOYA:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              According to the written submissions, they will

          25   recommend this TAH according to the Inuit qaujimajatuqangit
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           1   and the submissions from the Nunavut government.  Did they

           2   consult with you and try to get information on Inuit

           3   qaujimajatuqangit?

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.

           5              Simon.

           6   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Simon

           7   Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.

           8              Yes, we met on the caribou herd on Bathurst.  We

           9   tried to get information from Elders, Qaujimaniliit, about

          10   IQ.

          11              I hope that answered your question.

          12   MR. SANGOYA:             No.  What I was asking is, the

          13   recommendation from the Nunavut government, is it based on

          14   Inuit qaujimajatuqangit?  The recommendation by GN, do you

          15   agree with that?

          16   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you.

          17              In Nunavut we base our decision as a board from

          18   Article 5, and I have been trying to -- I will be meeting

          19   with the board on this issue.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          21              Caleb.

          22   MR. SANGOYA:             Mr. Chairman, am I understanding

          23   correctly that you agree with that total allowable harvest

          24   that is recommended?

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.
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           1              Simon.

           2   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           3              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           4   Board.

           5              The total allowable harvest recommended in

           6   Kitikmeot, Ekaluktutiak, Kugluktuk, Bathurst; we don't

           7   agree with the total allowable harvest recommendation for

           8   this reason:  The Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board should

           9   have the authority for allotment.  That's why we don't

          10   agree with it.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          12              David.

          13   MR. KRITTERDLIK:         David Kritterdlik, Board Member

          14   for NWMB.

          15              My question:  We understand you don't agree with

          16   the total allowable harvest recommendation, and --

          17   Kugluktuk, Ekaluktutiak, Bay Chimo, Bathurst communities --

          18   all the communities were not aware of this recommended TAH.

          19   So you don't agree with it because there was no

          20   consultation?  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.

          22              Simon.

          23   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot

          24   Regional Wildlife Board.

          25              Yes.  This total allowable harvest
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           1   recommendation, we don't agree with it at Kitikmeot

           2   Regional Wildlife Board because Kugluktuk, Ekaluktutiak,

           3   Bay Chimo, and Bathurst were not aware of it.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           5              Any other questions from Board Members?  None

           6   that I see.

           7              Staff, Peter.

           8   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD STAFF QUESTIONS AND

           9   COMMENTS

          10   MR. KYDD:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Thank you, Simon, for your submission.  It's

          12   very helpful for our hearing process.

          13              I just have a couple of questions to try and

          14   provide a little more clarity on the submission.  In the

          15   second paragraph, it states that the Kitikmeot Regional

          16   Wildlife Board doesn't agree with a TAH because it would be

          17   very negative right now for many reasons.  Would you be

          18   able to provide a few of those reasons as to why the TAH

          19   would be negative?

          20              Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          22              Simon.

          23   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you.  Simon from Kitikmeot

          24   Regional Wildlife Board.

          25              The reason for that is that the Kitikmeot
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           1   Regional Wildlife Board feel that the reason for that is we

           2   been attacked.  We weren't very prepared for that, and the

           3   reason for that is on the second paragraph there states

           4   development of community-based management plan.  That's one

           5   reason why we are not in agreement with that total

           6   allowable terms.

           7              I hope that answers your question.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           9              Peter.

          10   MR. KYDD:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Thank you, Simon.  Yeah, that helps.

          12              Another quick question in regards to the

          13   management plan.  I understand that the management plan is

          14   not fully developed, but do you have any indication of

          15   whether there would be harvesting restrictions included in

          16   that plan?  Or maybe just any context as to what the

          17   management plan will be.  If there's any information on

          18   that, that would be greatly helpful, too.  Thank you.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          20              Simon.

          21   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Simon Qingnaqtuq from Kitikmeot

          22   Regional Wildlife Board.

          23              Yes, we have plans on restrictions, and to

          24   educate that there are restrictions in the region.  That's

          25   the plan that Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board has
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           1   planned.  But as I said, we have to discuss that further,

           2   more.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           4              Any other questions from staff or legal counsel?

           5   No?  Okay.  Thank you very much.  That's the Board's

           6   questions.

           7              The next would be the Government of Nunavut.  Is

           8   there any questions for the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           9   Board?  Drikus?

          10   GOVERNMENT OF NUNAVUT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          11   MR. GISSING:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              No questions.  Just a comment that we do not

          13   agree that there was no consultation.  There's been

          14   extensive consultations over the last number of years, and

          15   we provided the record of consultation to the Board.  So

          16   you have access to those consultations and the opinions of

          17   the various communities on our consultations.

          18              Thank you.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.  It's a

          20   comment.

          21              Simon, you can reply if you want to or not.  You

          22   don't have to.  Thank you.

          23              The next round of questions, then, go to the

          24   GNWT.

          25   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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           1              Lynda Yonge for the GNWT.  We have no questions.

           2   Thank you for the presentation.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

           4              The next round of questions going to the

           5   Kugluktuk HTO.

           6   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           7   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

           8              Larry Adjun, Kugluktuk chairman.  As Simon

           9   stated, we are working on the Bathurst co-management or

          10   integrated caribou management plan.

          11              We did not have enough time to fully integrate a

          12   system or put a plan in place due to the fact that NIRB

          13   hearings were going on with TMAC and Sabina, and we didn't

          14   have time allotted.  That's why we wrote submissions to

          15   adjourn this meeting to September.

          16              So for the time being, Kugluktuk HTO was the

          17   only proponent that wrote a submission or a draft plan for

          18   the Bluenose East which I'll be presenting in the next

          19   couple of days.  But due to the time frame, as Simon said,

          20   we did not have enough time to write a full submission in

          21   for the draft, but we are working on it with the four HTO

          22   members, along with Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board and

          23   Simon's board or along with our chairman Simon Qingnaqtuq.

          24   Quana.  Just a statement.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Larry.  Is
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           1   there any direct questions, then, from Kugluktuk HTO to

           2   Simon?  Go ahead.

           3   MR. L. ADJUN:            None whatsoever, Mr. Chairman.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           5              Okay.  Any questions from Bathurst HTO to the

           6   Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board?

           7   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chair, and good

           8   morning to everybody.  No questions.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          10              Bay Chimo HTO, any questions?

          11   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          12   questions at this time.  Thank you.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.  Cambridge Bay

          14   HTO?

          15   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          16              Bob Greenley from the HTO.  We have no questions

          17   at this time.  Thank you.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          19              Any Elders representing the four hunters and

          20   trappers organization have any questions?  If not.

          21   MR. BOLT:                We don't have any questions at the

          22   moment from Kugluktuk HTO.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.  All right.  If

          24   not, we'll carry on.

          25              NTI, any questions for Kitikmeot Regional
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           1   Wildlife Board?  Paul.

           2   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           3   MR. IRNGAUT:             Good morning.  Paul Irngaut, NTI.

           4              You mentioned that you did not agree with the

           5   TAH, and you're saying that there was lack of

           6   consultations, but at the same time, the government is

           7   stating that they have done a lot of consultations.  Is it

           8   my understanding that the issue of TAH was not mentioned

           9   during those consultations?  Is that your understanding?

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          11              Simon.

          12   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot

          13   Regional Wildlife Board.

          14              We do have consultations with the GN, but as far

          15   as I'm concerned, there may be a misunderstanding.  But as

          16   far as I know, there was no TAH issue with those

          17   consultations.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          19              Paul.

          20   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Paul

          21   Irngaut, Tunngavik.

          22              One last question.  The TAH that is recommended,

          23   of 30, if that was to be implemented, would you suggest

          24   that all the TAH go to Inuit?

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.
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           1              Simon.

           2   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you.  Simon Qingnaqtuq,

           3   Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.

           4              If the total allowable harvest was implemented,

           5   yes, I believe that we would have to follow the

           6   restrictions and the rules.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           8              Paul.  Taima.  Bert?  Okay.

           9              Our next questionnaires are from the Kitikmeot

          10   Inuit Association.  Geoff.

          11   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          12   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Geoff

          13   Clark, Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  KIA's executive

          14   director would like to ask a question, and then we have a

          15   couple other questions of the KRWB.

          16   MR. EMINGAK:             Paul Emingak, Executive Director

          17   for Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  Just a process question

          18   to Simon.

          19              In your written statement you indicated you were

          20   not prepared to submit a submission to this hearing.  I'm

          21   just wondering if the Kitikmeot Wildlife Regional

          22   Organization has funds to do such submissions with the help

          23   from other entities.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          25              Simon.
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           1   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              I don't fully understand.  Could he clarify that

           3   question, please?

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           5              Paul, do you want to rephrase your question.

           6   Thank you.

           7   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you.

           8              My question is, does Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           9   Organization have funds to prepare reports with the help of

          10   other consultants or other entities?

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          12              Simon.

          13   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          14              Simon Qingnaqtuq from Kitikmeot Regional

          15   Wildlife Board.  Yes, we are prepared.  With help from

          16   other organizations, we are prepared, yes.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          18              Paul.

          19   MR. EMINGAK:             Just a supplementary,

          20   Mr. Chairman.

          21              I'm just wondering if the Kitikmeot Regional

          22   Wildlife Organization had requested any assistance from

          23   either NTI or KIA or others to prepare a submission.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          25              Simon.
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           1   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           2              Simon Qingnaqtuq from Kitikmeot Regional

           3   Wildlife Board.

           4              Yes, we have asked KIA.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           6              Paul.

           7   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you, Simon.  That's all my

           8   questions.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you very much.  Back

          10   to you, Geoff.

          11              Thank you.

          12   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          13              Thank you for the presentation.  As the KRWB

          14   chair, in the meeting minutes for the January 14th-15th

          15   meeting, the KRWB chair was listed as the co-chair of the

          16   meeting in January 14-15, 2016.  As the co-chair, did you

          17   assist with developing the agenda of the meeting, or were

          18   you just provided the agenda like everybody else was when

          19   you got to the meeting?

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          21              Simon.

          22   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23              Simon Qingnaqtuq from the Kitikmeot Regional

          24   Wildlife Board.  I was just given the itinerary just like

          25   everybody else.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           2              Geoff.

           3   MR. CLARK:               So would it be fair to say that

           4   you would not have known anything about the TAH proposal in

           5   advance of the meeting or in advance of you being asked to

           6   be the co-chair of the meeting?  Would that be fair to say?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           8              Simon.

           9   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot

          10   Regional Wildlife Board.  That's correct, yes.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          12              Geoff.

          13   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  That's all

          14   our questions.  Oh, Attima has a question.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  Attima.

          16   MR. HADLARI:             Attima Hadlari.  I just have one

          17   question.  With the consultation that took place from GN

          18   with the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, were there

          19   community hunters?  Were the communities approached as a

          20   consultation, or just with the board itself?  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Attima.

          22              Simon.

          23   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              Simon Qingnaqtuq Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          25   Board.  When we had that consultation, there was hunters
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           1   from the community.  Same with the Elders that were

           2   attending that consultation.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           4              Attima.

           5   MR. HADLARI:             To my understanding now, so the

           6   consultation took place in all the communities?  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Attima.

           8              Simon.

           9   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          11   Board.  We have the consultation hearings in Cambridge Bay,

          12   but there was some people from Kugluktuk that were

          13   attending that consultation.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          15              Okay.  Thank you very much, KIA.

          16              We will move on to the North Slave Métis

          17   Alliance.  Shin, any questions?

          18   NORTH SLAVE MÉTIS ALLIANCE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          19   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Shin Shiga,

          20   North Slave Métis Alliance.

          21              Thank you, Simon, for the presentation.  I have

          22   hopefully one question.  I just want to understand the

          23   capacity that KRWB has because I know how it's like to work

          24   for a small organization.  I'm the only staff, and I'm

          25   always overloaded with work.
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           1              So my first question is, are there other

           2   management plans that your Board has developed before and

           3   you're currently implementing?

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           5              Simon.

           6   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           7              Simon Qingnaqtuq Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           8   Board.  Yes, we do have other plans in place, if I answered

           9   you correctly.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          11              Shin.

          12   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Simon.  Shin Shiga,

          13   Slave Métis Alliance.  Do any of those plans include

          14   harvest restrictions?

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          16              Simon.

          17   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Simon Qingnaqtuq from Kitikmeot Regional

          19   Wildlife Board.  Yes, we have.  We have started a plan in

          20   place, and we are trying to get the harvest restriction in

          21   place.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          23              Shin.

          24   MR. SHIGA:               Shin Shiga, Métis Alliance.  May I

          25   ask which species those restrictions are applied on?
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           2              Simon.

           3   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I have to

           4   get him to clarify that question.

           5              Could you please repeat your question?

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

           7              Shin, go ahead.

           8   MR. SHIGA:               Shin Shiga, Slave Métis Alliance.

           9   What I'm trying to understand is if there are management

          10   plans that you currently implement on species other than

          11   Bathurst caribou that has harvest restrictions.  I want to

          12   understand, because you're proposing to develop a

          13   management plan along with KIA and others that includes

          14   harvest restriction of Bathurst caribou.  I want to

          15   understand if there are other examples, other species where

          16   it's been succesful.  Thank you.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you for the clarification,

          18   Shin.

          19              Simon.

          20   MR. QAQQUTAQ:            Paul Qaqqutaq, KRWB.

          21              I don't think the initial question, if we have

          22   any other management plans, was fully understood by the

          23   chair.  The KRWB does not have any other management plans

          24   in place with any other caribou herds, but we are in the

          25   initial stages of developing with the Kugluktuk Hunters and
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           1   Trappers Organization harvest restriction plans in the

           2   future.

           3              There was not a lot of work done on our part,

           4   but Kugluktuk was in the stages of developing their own

           5   harvest restrictions plan, if you may.  And I think that

           6   was with Dolphin and Union caribou.  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

           8              Shin.

           9   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you.  That's all my

          10   questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          12              Okay.  We'll move on.  The next is Adventure

          13   Northwest Limited, I think Boyd.

          14   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.  And, Simon,

          15   thank you for the presentation and clarification.  We have

          16   no questions.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          18              Okay.  Then the last questioner would be the

          19   public.  Is there anybody in the public gallery that would

          20   like to ask questions of the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          21   Board?  There is none.

          22              Thank you very much, Simon, for your

          23   presentation and, Ema, for answering our questions.

          24              We'll move on now to Kugluktuk HTO for your

          25   presentation and submission.  Larry.
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           1   KUGLUKTUK HTO SUBMISSION

           2   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           3              We have no submissions, but just a statement

           4   that we sent prior to this meeting.  The submissions we

           5   have will be for Bluenose East for the next part of the

           6   meetings on caribou, so I'll just read a statement that we

           7   have submitted.  This also includes Bluenose and the

           8   Bathurst part of the meeting.  So if I may.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Yeah, if you have it all in one

          10   presentation, we might ask you to do it again at the next

          11   hearing, but go ahead.  Is it very lengthy?

          12   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thanks for the warmup.

          13              Whereas Nunavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB)

          14   has given notice that it intends to hold hearings in

          15   Cambridge Bay in June to consider the imposition of total

          16   allowable harvest for the Bathurst caribou and Bluenose

          17   East caribou herds.

          18              And whereas the Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers

          19   Organization Association has not been adequately or fairly

          20   consulted with respect to the wildlife management

          21   information about the populations of these herds held by

          22   the GN.

          23              And whereas the timing of that Nunavut Wildlife

          24   Management Board hearings leaves virtually no opportunity

          25   for the Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization to work
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           1   with the GN to address options for management of the

           2   caribou herds.

           3              And whereas Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers

           4   Organization prefers to address the decline of the Bathurst

           5   and Bluenose East herds using measures such as predator

           6   control and the HTO authorities under Article 5 of the

           7   Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.

           8              And whereas Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers

           9   Organization are convinced that community-based wildlife

          10   management initiatives will be more effective and

          11   acceptable.  (There's no coffee here, sorry.)

          12              And whereas Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers

          13   Organization and Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA) plan to

          14   develop a community-based plan for caribou management as an

          15   alternative to a TAH:

          16              Now, it is therefore resolved by the Kugluktuk

          17   Hunters and Trappers Organization that:  The Nunavut

          18   Wildlife Management Board hearings should be postponed to

          19   allow better KHTO consultation and collaboration with the

          20   GN; the imposition of the TAH on the Bathurst and Bluenose

          21   East caribou herds is not acceptable except as a last

          22   resort; the KHTA or KHTO intends to use its powers under

          23   section 5.7.3 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and

          24   increase predator control efforts to manage the Bluenose

          25   East caribou herd; the KHTO will work with KIA to develop a
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           1   community-based and controlled management plan for the

           2   Bluenose East caribou; and finally, the KHTO, KHTO and KIA

           3   and the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board should work

           4   together to develop local solutions to managing caribou.

           5              And that's it.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Larry.

           7              Okay.  With that, I'll open questions up to

           8   Board Members.  Caleb.

           9   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          10   MR. SANGOYA:             The Kugluktuk, have you worked

          11   with any traditional knowledge to go forward?  According to

          12   the Inuit knowledge, do you know that the caribou tend to

          13   cross boundaries, or are you just following the

          14   Government's survey results?  Thank you.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Continue, Larry.

          16   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, IQ.  We have a lot of Iakmiut

          17   (phonetic) that live or to used to live in Contwoyto Lake,

          18   and back then, traditional knowledge states there was a lot

          19   of trades, trading between the Indians and the Inuit back

          20   then, so we do have a lot of knowledge, as one of my

          21   directors, states that he was brought up inside Contwoyto

          22   Lake.  So we are using a lot of IQ to be part of our

          23   management plan.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          25              Caleb.
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           1   MR. SANGOYA:             A second question.  What about the

           2   total allowable harvest that is trying to be imposed?  Has

           3   people from Kugluktuk decided as to, or are they just going

           4   to be agreeing with the total allowable harvest

           5   recommendation or have you talked about it?

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.

           7              Larry.

           8   MR. L. ADJUN:            Just to give a little quick

           9   background, we have a high turnover rate for the HTO at the

          10   moment.  We're on our third secretary manager, so we have

          11   not been able to implement a public meeting with regards to

          12   the caribou issues.  And with all the meetings that have

          13   gone on with the caribou, we have not been able to hold a

          14   public meeting, nor have we been able to hold an AGM.

          15              But, at the moment, we're just flying by the

          16   seat of our pants and trying to be accountable for what we

          17   do or say here.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          19              Any other questions?  Charlie.

          20   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          21              I have several questions to you.  Do you look

          22   after the people from Kugluktuk?  Because you're near that

          23   area, that I understand.  You're the managers.  I know

          24   you're going to be involved with development of the

          25   management plan.

                                          312

           1              And according to what you know, the GN's

           2   proposal and the GNWT submission, they're stating that the

           3   caribou are declining, that the Bathurst herd is declining.

           4   Is that true according to what you see?  What is that like,

           5   according to your knowledge?  Are they declining, or are

           6   they not declining?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

           8              Larry.

           9   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          10              We've been involved with the last caribou aerial

          11   survey last year, and prior years it was also done with the

          12   GN and GNWT, but we are taking their information.

          13              And for the HTO part, yes, we do feel there is a

          14   decline in some areas of our three caribou populations that

          15   we have to live with in Kugluktuk.  I'll just state the

          16   herds names.  There's the Bathurst, Bluenose East and the

          17   Dolphin Union.

          18              Yes, we do notice there are some decline in some

          19   of the herds.  Whether it is significant or not, we are

          20   working in collaboration with the GN.  We have submitted a

          21   few -- what's the word -- I'm sorry.  We have given GN

          22   permission to collar I believe it's 20 or 25 more Dolphin

          23   Union caribou collars this year.  We gave them, I believe

          24   it was 25, if I'm correct, last year also.  So we are

          25   trying to work closely with the GN to get more information
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           1   on the Dolphin Union herd that is supposedly declining

           2   also.

           3              I hope that answers your question.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           5              Charlie?

           6              I have a question.  I would like to get the

           7   feeling of the Kugluktuk HTO on how you feel about

           8   consultation and whether adequate consultation was done in

           9   regards to this herd.  And just from my understanding --

          10   and correct me if I'm wrong, Larry -- but I think you're

          11   fortunate in Kugluktuk to have the regional office of

          12   Department of Environment there with research staff right

          13   in your community.  Is that helpful to you, too?  Do you

          14   have a very good working relationship, then, on a daily

          15   basis with those people?  Thank you.

          16   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, Mr. Chairman.

          17              Yes, we feel the information was given, but

          18   sometimes it's only given firsthand, as the chairman might

          19   have some information, and then I'd have to relay that to

          20   our HTO board.  But having the regional office does help

          21   the Kugluktuk HTO.  I don't have to hunt them down.  I know

          22   where they live.

          23              Yes, we are trying to work hand in hand with the

          24   Department of Environment.  There's a lot of issues as in

          25   what type of consultation have arisen, but like I stated,
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           1   due to the fact of our high turnover rate with the

           2   secretary-manager position with the HTO, we have not been

           3   able to hold an AGM; and part of our AGM is to give this

           4   information to the public.

           5              I hope that answers your question.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, very much, Larry.

           7   Yeah.

           8              Any other questions from the Board?  Staff?

           9   Peter?

          10   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD STAFF QUESTIONS AND

          11   COMMENTS

          12   MR. KYDD:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          13              And thank you, Larry, for your statement.  I've

          14   got a couple questions.  The first kind of gets to the

          15   general knowledge in the community of your caribou herds

          16   over time, but speaking specifically to Bathurst, would you

          17   be able to give any indication of changes that you guys

          18   have seen over time with, you know, calving grounds,

          19   migration routes, stuff like that that you've seen over the

          20   long term, maybe the last 25 or 30 years?  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          22              Larry.

          23   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we have seen decline in the

          24   Bathurst herd.  In the '70s they used to winter around

          25   Kugluktuk.  I believe it was done -- yeah, I believe they

                                          315

           1   wintered around Kugluktuk.  I know in 1970s they spent the

           2   winter there, and I believe, in that one month alone, 1,200

           3   wolves were harvested -- just in that one month alone --

           4   when the caribou were there.

           5              But, yes, we are seeing a decline in the

           6   Bathurst population.  It's not as big as it was back then.

           7   And for, I believe the last eight years, we have not seen

           8   the herd come as close as it did this winter.  We've had

           9   the herd seen around the Putulik area.  So the Kugluktumiut

          10   have been able to go to the Putulik area which is a kind of

          11   ways to harvest along the coastline to harvest the Dolphin

          12   Union, and this early spring to harvest from the Bluenose

          13   East.

          14              But I forgot to mention, too, our chairman here,

          15   earlier, that we have a close relationship with the DoE

          16   wildlife department -- wildlife officers, I should say.  We

          17   try to give and encourage hunters to give their information

          18   of animals seen, animals caught, sex, gender, age, as

          19   information also goes to their database.  This, along with

          20   the muskox, which has helped out the muskox population,

          21   higher quota for the Kugluktuk area as we now have to

          22   subsist more on the muskox due to the caribou population

          23   getting lower and getting further to access.

          24              I hope I didn't elaborate too much on that.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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           1              Peter.

           2   MR. KYDD:                Thank, Mr. Chairman.

           3              Thanks, Larry.  No, you didn't elaborate too

           4   much.  We like as much information as we can get in these

           5   settings.

           6              So I understand that you have been seeing a

           7   decline over the years, and the NWMB has received

           8   correspondence from Kugluktuk HTO in the past regarding

           9   concerns with the decline of Bathurst and Bluenose East and

          10   wanting to see some harvest management.  Whether it's

          11   community-led or government-led, I think the concerns were

          12   valid that there are declines and it's concerning to the

          13   community.

          14              So are you able to speak to or indicate if there

          15   were any harvest management measures prior to the GN

          16   initially indicating that they were considering a total

          17   allowable harvest?  I think the first one would have been a

          18   year and a half ago, the 300 or the 100 that was indicated

          19   back then.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          21              Larry.

          22   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, Kugluktuk has been proactive

          23   in implementing some of its own initiatives for the

          24   management of the caribou.  I'll give an example.

          25              In 2007, when the first decline started, we had
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           1   a joint partnership with an outfitter, Webb Outfitting

           2   Limited.  He voluntarily stopped his sports hunts out of

           3   two herds, Dolphin Union and the Bathurst herd.  The

           4   Bathurst herd sport hunts were done in Contwoyto Lake, and

           5   Dolphin Union herds were done at Nuluktuk (phonetic) on

           6   Victoria Island.

           7              And on that point also, the HTO had initiated a

           8   total ban on community caribou harvest subsistence hunts --

           9   or commercial hunts, I should say.  And we have also

          10   initiated that no caribou sales be done for sale or barter

          11   with other communities, or a tag or a caribou being sold to

          12   transients within the community.

          13              It's kind of frowned upon within the community

          14   to sell caribou, caribou meat, back then as our tradition

          15   is to feed the needy.  And as part of that initiative, the

          16   Kugluktuk HTO has the country food program.

          17              We get the funding from ED&T for 30,000 a year

          18   or annually to hunt muskox or other animals except caribou.

          19   We pay the hunter 'X' amount of money to harvest a muskox,

          20   bring it to the HTO.  The HTO distributes it to the needy

          21   and to the Elderly within the community and to the people

          22   that cannot hunt these other animals.  All these other

          23   animals include moose, muskox, geese, seals, fish, and

          24   whatever else we can get.

          25              I hope that answers your question.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Larry.

           2              Peter.

           3   MR. KYDD:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           4              Thanks, Larry.  Yeah, that's great.  And is it

           5   safe to assume that these harvest measures, harvest

           6   management measures, that the HTO is implementing on their

           7   own are either the ones that will go directly into the

           8   management plan or something very similar?  And, if not, do

           9   you know what those harvest management measures would be

          10   that are going to be in the management plan developed

          11   jointly between the Hunters and Trappers Organization and

          12   KIA?  Thank you.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          14              Larry.

          15   MR. L. ADJUN:            At this moment, I can't comment

          16   because we don't have the plan for the Bathurst joint

          17   management plan in place yet.  I can only speak on

          18   Kugluktuk's Bluenose East management plan, but I can't

          19   speak on that because it's not the time yet.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          21              Peter.

          22   MR. KYDD:                Thanks, Mr. Chairman.

          23              Thank you, Larry.  That's good.  We're

          24   definitely interested in hearing what will be included in

          25   those management plans, but at this point, I don't have any
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           1   further questions.  Thank you.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.  Legal counsel?

           3   No?

           4              Okay.  The GN, any questions for Kuglugtuk?  Go

           5   ahead, Mathieu.

           6   GOVERNMENT OF NUNAVUT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           7   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              Maybe just a statement first to emphasize on the

           9   work that Kugluktuk HTO has done over the years in trying

          10   to address the situation.  And at the same time, also to

          11   emphasize that we have been working together in different

          12   forms of consultations and working together basically for

          13   the past ten years.  I mean, we've worked together before

          14   that, but since the early sign of decline of those herds in

          15   2005-2006.  And this collaboration has resulted, like Larry

          16   was describing, to a lot of local initiatives that I think

          17   helped in the situation.

          18              And then the question is, is, you know, we've

          19   been talking together and working together for all those

          20   years, and there's a lot of good initiatives that came out

          21   of it, but the herds are still declining.  And I know your

          22   plan is not developed fully yet and all that, but maybe to

          23   try to have a sense on how you see the harvest part being

          24   managed at the local level in the absence of a TAH or

          25   regulations assisting with that, if you have at least a

                                          320

           1   rough idea.  If not, that's fine, like.

           2              But I just wanted mainly to emphasize all the

           3   good work that has been done so far and recognize that from

           4   the HTO, like, that the HTO did it.  And just remind people

           5   that we did have work together and knew about the situation

           6   for the past ten years, and tried to address it together,

           7   and I think that was a good way to go about it.  It's just

           8   that the decline is continuing, and it's hard to find new

           9   solutions to really address other than some harsh decision.

          10              Thank you.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you for those comments,

          12   Matthew.

          13              Larry.

          14   MR. L. ADJUN:            Sorry, I never got to understand

          15   the first part of the question.  Sorry.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Larry.

          17              Go ahead, Mathieu.

          18   MR. DUMOND:              It wasn't as much of a -- I mean,

          19   there was a question.  The question was if you have any

          20   details or ideas on how you going to implement in a plan or

          21   implement a plan to have some kind of restrictions on the

          22   harvest, and if you can give us some details, a little bit,

          23   or some rough ideas of how you envision that aspect of the

          24   plan.

          25              And like I said, I recognize that you said it's
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           1   at the early stage.  And, if you don't, that's fine.  But

           2   if you have, it would be interesting to hear.

           3              Thank you.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

           5              Larry.

           6   MR. L. ADJUN:            Quick question.  Is this on

           7   Bluenose East, or are we talking about the Bathurst?

           8   THE CHAIR:               Mathieu.

           9   MR. DUMOND:              Well, we're still on the Bathurst,

          10   I guess, and my question is regarding the Bathurst more

          11   specifically here.  We can come back to the Bluenose East

          12   tomorrow, I guess.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Yeah, I think what you want is

          14   just a general overview of how Kugluktuk HTO envisions that

          15   some of the things that might be in the plan to assist in

          16   the recovery of caribou.

          17   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thanks for the statement.

          18              Well, from the HTO side, for the Bluenose East

          19   plan, we are talking sex, gender hunters, seasonal hunts.

          20   Whether or not they're going to be implemented in the four

          21   combined HTO hunts is a different story.  Ideas thrown

          22   around are sports hunts, residents' hunts, aboriginal hunts

          23   only.  Those are only ideas, and I can't say anything else;

          24   otherwise, I might get in trouble with my other HTO

          25   colleagues.
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           1              Maybe just for another star from the DoE side, I

           2   stated before that wildlife office takes information, or

           3   the regional wildlife office takes information from all

           4   hunts from the local hunter, and with that combined

           5   information, we have information from muskox, grizzly bear

           6   quotas.  And from my knowledge from what he told me, back

           7   then it was at 60 percent information gathering from the

           8   local hunters and trappers organization.  But within the

           9   past year, due to the caribou declines, that percentage

          10   from the wildlife officer's point of view has gone up.

          11              So the information that Kugluktuk has, in regard

          12   to the more recorded information from the hunters, from

          13   local hunters, is giving GN a good side on the HTO book for

          14   having all the information readily from the hunters.  So

          15   that's just going to be a statement from me to the DoE.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Thank you very

          17   much.

          18              Any other questions from Department of

          19   Environment?

          20   MR. DUMOND:              No further questions.  Thank you

          21   for the presentation and the answer, and no further

          22   questions.  Thank you.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

          24              We'll move on, then, to the GNWT.  Lynda.

          25   GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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           1   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              Lynda Yonge from the GNWT.  I do have a couple

           3   of questions.  We're certainly interested in following how

           4   these community plans develop.  We're working with some of

           5   our communities in a similar capacity on some of these

           6   herds.

           7              So, Larry, you talked about relying more on

           8   predator management and predator control rather than a TAH,

           9   and I'm wondering if at this point you have any ideas about

          10   what that might look like and what methods you might use.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          12              Larry.

          13   MR. L. ADJUN:            Just initially brought up that we

          14   will also work on predator initiatives.  GNWT has their

          15   initiative of I believe the magic number is 800, 850 per

          16   carcass or wolf.

          17              GN hunters or Nunavut hunters only get about 300

          18   to 400 bucks a wolf, dressed, primed, ready for taxidermy.

          19   What we're talking about is finding funding from other

          20   agencies to bump up our fur that we generally send to fur

          21   auctions.  All it is, is just a bump-up to further initiate

          22   more predator hunting for the local hunters themselves,

          23   because the only money that we get is from the sales at the

          24   Canadian fur auctions.  I hope that answers your question.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.
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           1              Lynda.

           2   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              Thank you, Larry.  I have, then, two questions

           4   about -- so the Bathurst herd is a shared herd.  We

           5   recognize that what happens in the NWT affects the herd and

           6   harvesters here, and the other way around.  So I'm just

           7   wondering whether you see any role for collaboration or

           8   input from any of the aboriginal groups on the NWT side

           9   when you're developing these community plains or any

          10   exchange of information, any value in that sort of

          11   approach.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          13              Larry, go ahead.

          14   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we are working with the same

          15   principle that Dèline have used or is using.

          16              Dèline implemented their management plan right

          17   after the last caribou management meeting in Yellowknife, I

          18   believe, and it was implemented into your system, so that's

          19   a plan we try to use, something similar to that that the

          20   Kugluktuk HTO will implement or try to element on the

          21   Bathurst -- I'm sorry -- Bluenose East.  I'm getting a few

          22   meetings ahead of my time here.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          24              Lynda.

          25   MS. YONGE:               Thank you.
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           1              Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  My last question is about

           2   the Bathurst advisory committee.  So in our presentation

           3   yesterday we did talk about this advisory committee that

           4   has representatives from all the various users groups,

           5   including the Kugluktuk HTO.

           6              And I'm wondering if you see value in a role for

           7   an advisory committee like that.  Given that you're working

           8   towards a community management, I'm just wondering how you

           9   see that advisory committee; what kind of role it might

          10   have and if it might be useful in this context.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          12              Larry.

          13   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, itsivautaaq.

          14              We do have two members from the HTO from

          15   Kugluktuk Angoniatit Association Limited -- I'm sorry,

          16   KAA sitting on the Bathurst advisory committee, and for any

          17   information or any subcommittees that do arise will help in

          18   our plan to set up a management plan for the Bathurst side.

          19   As you stated, we already have two members from the

          20   advisory committee, and maybe I'll let one of my directors

          21   who's already on the advisory committee speak on that.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Go ahead,

          23   Peter.

          24   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          25              I've been involved with the Bathurst working
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           1   group for NWT for the last few years.  Next meeting is next

           2   week.

           3              We share a lot of information, and from the

           4   information and Kuglugtuk HTO's working closely trying to

           5   implement what Northwest Territories is trying to do for

           6   the predators and whatever for the future.  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           8              Lynda?

           9   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  No

          10   further questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          12              Okay.  We'll move on.  The next is Kitikmeot

          13   Regional Wildlife Board.  Simon, do you have any questions

          14   for Kugluktuk?

          15   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Simon

          16   Qingnaqtuq from Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.  No

          17   questions at this time.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you.

          19              Bathurst Inlet, any questions?

          20   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          21              Sam Kapolak, Burnside HTO.  We have no questions

          22   at this time.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          24              Bay Chimo HTO, any questions?

          25   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No
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           1   questions.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           3              Cambridge Bay HTO.

           4   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Bobby

           5   Greenley, EHTO.  No questions at this time.  Thank you.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

           7              Is there any Elders that have any questions of

           8   Kugluktuk HTO -- that represent any of the Hunters and

           9   Trappers Organization?  I don't see none here right now,

          10   anyway.  We'll carry on.

          11              NTI, do you have questions for Kugluktuk?  Paul,

          12   go ahead.

          13   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MR. IRNGAUT:             Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          15              Thank you for your comments.  I have a question.

          16   You speak about capacity in your HTO.  Is it because of the

          17   capacity that the public meetings were conducted by GN on

          18   Bathurst herd on the TAH?

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          20              Larry.

          21   MR. L. ADJUN:            We've had public meetings in the

          22   past with the DoE in Kugluktuk.  Kugluktuk hunters or

          23   residents of Kugluktuk have always been politically active.

          24              And on that sense I forgot to mention, too,

          25   Kugluktuk HTO had its 22nd anniversary last week.
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           1              I'm sorry, I forgot the first part of the

           2   question.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thanks, Larry.

           4              Paul.

           5   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you.

           6              Thank you, Larry, for that answer.  My question

           7   was, with the capacity that you were facing, to your

           8   knowledge, did the GN hold public hearings on the TAH of

           9   Bathurst Inlet -- Bathurst caribou?

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          11              Larry.

          12   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, they have.  But as I stated

          13   earlier, due to a high turnover at the HTO secretary-

          14   manager level, we have not been able to hold a public AGM

          15   or public meeting on the caribou issues at hand.

          16              And part of our AGM is to have our financial

          17   accountability up to par.  Our last secretary-manager was

          18   just at the stage of getting all the financial information

          19   set for the AGM, but, unfortunately, she accepted a job

          20   with the GN, so now we're back to square one again, and we

          21   have to train our new secretary- manager to where we want

          22   to be.  So we're back to square one as of same thing as

          23   January.  I hope that answers your question.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  I think that

          25   challenge lies with a lot of hunters and trappers
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           1   organization in Nunavut, just like you explained it.

           2              But, Paul, go ahead.

           3   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thanks, Mr. Chairman.

           4              One last question as I asked the same question

           5   to KRWB.  With the small TAH for Bathurst, what's your

           6   feeling?  Would you consider that TAH to go to Inuit, all

           7   the TAH go to Inuit?  Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

           9              Larry.

          10   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          11              Yes, I.  Under our Land Claim Agreement we are

          12   accountable to the public, general public.  Voting members

          13   are all Inuit, so we would have to consider Inuit first,

          14   residents next, and whatever goes down the tree after that.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          16              Bert?

          17   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Bert Dean with NTI.  Larry, and this is more for

          19   all of us, I guess.  Could you explain how many different

          20   herds of caribou or subpopulations of caribou Kugluktuk

          21   harvests from, and any kind of overall picture?  Thanks.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

          23              Larry, go ahead.

          24   MR. L. ADJUN:            Quana, Mr. Dean.

          25              Kugluktuk hunts Bluenose East during the spring,
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           1   late fall on the return back from the Bathurst or Beaufort

           2   Sea area of the arctic coast.

           3              During the spring and early winter or late --

           4   I'm sorry -- late winter we harvest Dolphin Union caribou

           5   which migrate from Victoria Island to the mainland.  This

           6   is early winter.  And then during late winter we go down to

           7   the napaaqtuq area.  That's way down south, Coppermine, and

           8   we harvest Bathurst.

           9              Oh, yeah, and also, during the winter, when the

          10   Bathurst caribou are too far down, we also go towards the

          11   Great Bear Lake area, and we harvest from the Bluenose

          12   East.

          13              But in all these hunting that we do, none of it

          14   is funded by any other agencies except out of our own

          15   pockets.  So you're looking at over 300 bucks for the fuel,

          16   I'm guessing under 200 for grub, so you're spending a

          17   little close to about 400 or 500 bucks, depending on how

          18   far you want to go.  So you got to carry about 30 gallons

          19   of gas on your sled, and somehow, you got to carry back

          20   five.  And you try to carry one more caribou back for an

          21   Elder or for the needy within the community.  And that's

          22   how we roll in Kugluktuk.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          24              Bert.

          25   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

                                          331

           1              Thank you, Larry.  Just expanding on that.  So

           2   which herd would Kugluktuk depend on the most?  Like, which

           3   would be the most -- at this time -- and I realize the

           4   migrations have changed in different years.  Sometimes

           5   different herds would be closer or relied upon more, but in

           6   the current last few years, which is the most important

           7   herd for the community?  Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

           9              Larry.

          10   MR. L. ADJUN:            Primarily we now harvest from the

          11   Dolphin Union and the Bluenose East.  Bathurst hasn't --

          12   Bathurst herd hasn't come around for, I'm guessing, the

          13   last eight, as I stated earlier.  So we primarily hunt now

          14   from the Dolphin Union and Bluenose East.

          15              It all changes with the migration per year, so

          16   it's a hit-and-miss if you get one herd or another.  Like I

          17   stated, for the last eight years or so, the big Bathurst

          18   caribou herd hasn't come around to Kugluktuk.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          20              Bert.

          21   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          22              Thanks, Larry.  So is it fair to say there

          23   probably hasn't been any Bathurst caribou harvested in the

          24   last eight years, or very few?

          25              And I realize this winter, this past winter
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           1   might be a little bit different, and I know that the

           2   Northwest Territories is putting these mobile zones in

           3   because the caribou are sort of changing their migration or

           4   their movements a bit in the winter.  But, again, for the

           5   hearing or for the Board, has Kugluktuk HTO harvested any

           6   Bathurst caribou in the last eight years?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

           8              Larry.

           9   MR. L. ADJUN:            No.  Like I said, it's hard for us

          10   to distinguish between Bathurst and the Bluenose unless you

          11   get a DNA sample after you shoot them.  Either that or

          12   paint the Bluenose herd on its nose, but that herd, like I

          13   stated, hasn't been around to Kugluktuk for a while.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          15              Bert.

          16   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  That's

          17   all my questions.

          18              Thanks a lot, Larry.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          20              Okay.  I think at this time we're going to take

          21   a 15-minute coffee break, and then we'll get the KIA.

          22   Thank you.

          23   (ADJOURNMENT)

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, everybody.  Everybody's

          25   got their coffee, and we'll sit down and continue.
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           1              Okay.  Next on the list is questions from the

           2   Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  Geoff or Paul?

           3   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           4   MR. EMINGAK:             Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

           5              Just a question to Kugluktuk HTO.  It's Paul

           6   Emingak, Executive Director for the Kitikmeot Inuit

           7   Association.

           8              Without getting into the aspects of the

           9   management plan, I know that your organization is working

          10   on that.  My question is, I guess, pretty straightforward.

          11   In terms of GN's suggestion or recommendation of a total

          12   allowable harvest on Bathurst, they've suggested 30

          13   caribou.  Does the Kugluktuk HTO agree with that, or do

          14   they have a different idea of what the total allowable

          15   harvest should be?

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          17              Larry.

          18   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          19              Hello, Mr. Executive Director.  Our basic need

          20   level is usually about a thousand caribou per year for the

          21   residents of Kugluktuk.  With our population of little over

          22   1,400, we're easily at, give or take, plus or minus, a

          23   thousand caribou annually needed for Inuit from Kugluktuk

          24   to subsist off country food.

          25              As we all know, the price of food in the stores
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           1   is a little expensive.  Caribou is our main staple for

           2   Inuit, along with muskox, and for some of us on the

           3   mainland, we have the option of moose.

           4              So we do not agree with the TAH of 30.  As

           5   stated previously by the previous chairperson for the HTO,

           6   we generally need about a thousand caribou harvested for a

           7   BNL in the Kugluktuk.

           8              Hope that answers your question.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              Paul.

          11   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you, Larry.  That helps.

          12              But the question, I guess, supplementary to my

          13   question is, if the suggested or recommended 30 total

          14   allowable harvest for the Bathurst herd were to be

          15   implemented, my question would be, how much of an impact

          16   would that have on Kugluktumiut in terms of subsistence

          17   hunting and living off, you know, other type of species --

          18   moose, you know, so on -- or, in this case, store-bought

          19   food?  So that's my question.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          21              Larry.

          22   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, it will have a huge impact on

          23   the HTO members and residents of Kugluktuk of only 30 TAH

          24   imposed on us.  We would have to rely more on our country

          25   food program from ED&T, which we're still running currently
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           1   and still run annually.  So in that sense, the HTO would

           2   have to beg, barter, or whatever you want to call it, but

           3   we'd have to solicit for funding from the GN, Economic

           4   Development and Tourism department to get more funding for

           5   other harvests of animals; muskox, seals, geese.  So it

           6   would be a big impact on the community.  Our diet would

           7   have to change, our type of hunting would have to change,

           8   and, basically, our way of life will have to change.

           9              I hope that answers your question.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          11              Paul.

          12   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you, that helps a lot.

          13              I just want to make a comment in terms of, you

          14   know, KIA, we do provide, through our Inuit Insurance Fund,

          15   and the Kugluktuk HTO in the past have accessed the funds

          16   to assist in community harvests.  So we're happy to provide

          17   any assistance to Kugluktuk HTO or any other HTO that, you

          18   know, that wants to help their community in terms of

          19   community harvest.  And as well, HTO has, you know, those

          20   type of funds.  So I'd like to just pass that information

          21   on.  Quana.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Paul.  More

          23   of a comment.

          24              Anything else from KIA?  Geoff.

          25   MR. CLARK:               Just one question, Mr. Chair.
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           1              So it's understood that the Kugluktuk HTO

           2   opposes a TAH and proposes to develop an alternative plan,

           3   and it's clear that the Kugluktuk HTO feels that there

           4   hasn't been enough time to develop this plan with the other

           5   hunters and trappers organization to present to the Board,

           6   and that's been clearly stated.

           7              There have been questions floated, so far in the

           8   questioning, about what would be in the management plan for

           9   the Bathurst herd alternative to a TAH.

          10              In spite of the fact that everyone knows that

          11   there hasn't been time to develop that, do you feel it's

          12   fair to be asked questions of a proposed plan that you

          13   haven't developed yet in collaboration with the other

          14   hunters and trappers organization when everyone knows that

          15   it hasn't been developed yet?

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          17              Larry.

          18   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, I strongly do agree.  It's

          19   not fair for the HTO to be put in this position where we

          20   have not developed a plan yet, but we have a plan in place

          21   for the Bluenose East; but as you have stated, it's not

          22   fair to me or my board of directors or residents of

          23   Kugluktuk that I be asked these questions with the plan not

          24   being in place yet.  Yes, I do strongly agree.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.
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           1              Geoff.

           2   MR. CLARK:               Do you believe that the Kugluktuk

           3   HTO, with the other hunters and trappers organization, will

           4   be able to develop a management plan alternative to a TAH

           5   as you've demonstrated with the Bluenose East?

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           7              Larry.

           8   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

           9              Yes, I do strongly agree that we would have a

          10   positive management plan coming from the Kugluktuk HTO

          11   side.  And I'll speak and strongly support the four hunters

          12   and trappers organizations in developing a Bluenose or a

          13   Bathurst caribou management plan.  As the residents of the

          14   mainland -- Kugluktuk, Bay Chimo, Kingaut and

          15   Cambridge Bay -- that do subsist off the Bathurst caribou

          16   herd, we do need a plan in place to help collaborate with

          17   the declining caribou population, but we got to impose our

          18   own rights as harvesters to have that right to hunt that

          19   caribou herd.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          21              Geoff?  Attima.

          22   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23              Attima Hadlari.  My question to you at the

          24   January meeting with the GN, was that consultation on the

          25   total allowable harvest?
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.

           2              Larry.

           3   MR. L. ADJUN:            It's pretty hard to answer.  It

           4   felt like a consultation at the end, but for our part, it

           5   felt more like information session on the Bathurst

           6   population, the health of the herd, but near the end, it

           7   seemed an imposition on the hunters and trappers

           8   organization that a TAH was given out, if I could say that.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          10              Attima.

          11   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              Attima Hadlari.  I was interested in attending

          13   that, knowing that that was going to take place and some

          14   discussion to the point.  Being a wildlife and environment

          15   vice-president for Inuit association, I was interested in

          16   attending that, but I was told not to attend, so why, I

          17   don't know.  That's just information.  Thank you.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.  A comment.

          19              Any other questions from KIA?

          20   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

          21   further questions.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          23              Larry.

          24   MR. L. ADJUN:            I just realized and remembered one

          25   of your board of directors from NWMB pointed out the IQ
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           1   information.  I just want to point out that KIA has the

           2   traditional knowledge study on the non-IQ traditional

           3   knowledge (verbatim) study done on Bathurst caribou herd,

           4   and from what I believe, they are upgrading the system or

           5   the information.

           6              That's just a point I wanted to bring out from

           7   one of your board of directors' question to me earlier.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           9              Okay.  We'll move on, then, to the next

          10   questioner, and that's the North Slave Métis Alliance.

          11   Shin.

          12   NORTH SLAVE MÉTIS ALLIANCE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          13   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          14              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  Thank

          15   you, Larry, for the presentation.  I have a couple of

          16   questions.

          17              So yesterday I asked Mathieu or GN roughly how

          18   many Bathurst caribou are being harvested in this area, and

          19   the number I got was roughly between 70 and 300, and about

          20   70 from the outfitters, and then the rest from, I suppose,

          21   communities.  But then I heard from you that there hasn't

          22   been any Bathurst caribou harvested in the last six years,

          23   and I'm a little confused.  Would you say 70 to 300 is a

          24   fair number, or would you not?  Thank you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.
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           1              Larry.

           2   MR. L. ADJUN:            I'll have Peter Taktogon answer

           3   that question.  He has more information on this.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Go ahead, Peter.

           5   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           6              This past winter, in March and April, they had

           7   some radio-collared Bathurst caribou.  I think it was some

           8   of them were hiding around napaaqtuq area.  I went there

           9   twice, March and April.  The Kuglumuit was only getting the

          10   Bluenose, Bluenose East caribou from there, but we never

          11   see Bathurst caribou.  Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          13              Shin.

          14   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Peter.

          15              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  So it

          16   may have been just confusion because caribou were in about

          17   the same location, and then people were hunting Bluenose

          18   East, but just the collar information was near there.  Is

          19   that right?

          20   MR. TAKTOGON:            Yes, it is right, and we know the

          21   three herds.  They're different -- the Bathurst, Bluenose

          22   and Dolphin Union -- and it's all different on the sizes.

          23   We know the difference between those three herds.  Thank

          24   you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.
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           1              Shin.

           2   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Peter.

           3              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  Okay.

           4   I'll move on to my second question.  It's the same question

           5   that I asked Simon earlier about examples that you have of

           6   managing other species, and you just mentioned there's a

           7   quota for muskox harvest.  Do you have a management plan

           8   for muskox as well?

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          10              Larry.

          11   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we were given a quota by the

          12   GN DoE department.  Our management for the muskox comes on

          13   as a first-come, first-serve basis at the renewable

          14   regional office, and that's where our usual wildlife

          15   officer works.  Comes in as a first-come, first-serve

          16   basis.  For resident hunters or nonresident hunters, they

          17   have to travel to Victoria Island.  They do not hunt the

          18   muskox on the mainland.  I'll give you an example.  If I

          19   was a teacher, I lived in Kugluktuk for a year, or

          20   wherever, you cannot hunt on the mainland.  You have to go

          21   to Victoria Island to subsist or to get tags from that

          22   area.  You cannot use the muskox tags on the mainland,

          23   unless you were sport hunting, I believe.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  You want to

          25   defer to GN?
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           1   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, I'll defer that question to

           2   GN.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Go ahead, Mathieu.

           4   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Chairman.

           5              Just to precise, like, the allocation to

           6   Kugluktuk HTO for the muskox tags is, the HTO has power to

           7   distribute those tags as they wish.  It was chosen in the

           8   past to delegate that distribution to the wildlife officer

           9   with some role that the HTO put in place in terms of

          10   harvesting areas where different users can harvest.

          11              So they have, in that sense, a community-based

          12   management plan for muskox, and like Larry mentioned, it's

          13   first-come, first-serve, but there's a rule also that if,

          14   after two weeks, usually, you didn't get your muskox you

          15   have to return your tag to give another person another

          16   chance.

          17              And all that is under the direction of the HTO,

          18   and the officer is only implementing what the HTO has

          19   decided for the distribution of those tags.  So that's one

          20   example where it works well between the two.

          21              And if I may, because there was some confusion

          22   about something, a quote of what I said, if I may add

          23   something about the caribou harvest and the Bathurst

          24   harvest.  What I said, first of all, in the past decade,

          25   anyway, Kugluktuk is not the main harvester of the
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           1   Bathurst.  What I said is that the maximum of 70 that are

           2   harvested through the sports hunts in Pellett Lake area,

           3   Contoyto Lake area.

           4              And in terms of subsistence harvest, we have

           5   much less information, but there's some subsistence harvest

           6   happening.  And this past winter, what happened, from the

           7   information we got, it seems that the collar information

           8   was showing Bathurst caribou in the area where Kugluktuk

           9   harvester were going.  But it seems that from the harvester

          10   themselves they harvested Bathurst caribou at the beginning

          11   of the winter in February, but then after that, later on,

          12   as Peter mentioned, it seems that most of the harvest was

          13   on Bluenose animals that were in the same area.  And there

          14   was, as well, Dolphin and Union caribou in that area, but

          15   just to precise a little bit.

          16              So there was some harvest, a little bit by

          17   Kugluktuk on the Bathurst at the beginning of the winter,

          18   and it increased a little bit, the harvest on the Bathurst

          19   for that past winter, but it was a mix of caribou, as Peter

          20   mentioned.

          21              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

          23              Shin.

          24   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the answer and

          25   clarifications.  Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.

                                          344

           1              So is the muskox management plan, would that be

           2   an example of a community-based management plan where the

           3   HTO has some restrictions, but without TAH?  Is that fair

           4   to say?  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           6              Larry.

           7   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

           8              Yes, as Mathieu stated, the implementation is

           9   done by the HTO for the harvest of muskox.

          10              We also have areas that Mathieu did not -- or he

          11   might have pointed out.  One side of the river we have

          12   previous diseased muskox, so there's only a smaller amount

          13   or small quota of animals to be taken from that area, and

          14   then we have a higher number of quota from a healthy

          15   population in another area, and then we have another

          16   population on Victoria Island that nonresidents or resident

          17   hunters use.

          18              I hope that answers your question.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          20              Shin.

          21   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              So do I understand right that there is no total

          23   allowable harvest set by the Nunavut Wildlife Management

          24   Board respecting muskox in your area?

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.
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           1              Larry.

           2              And I just remind folks that we're speaking to

           3   the Bathurst caribou here, too.  Go ahead.

           4   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yeah, I was going to point that

           5   out.  We're getting off the topic.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           7              Shin.

           8   MR. SHIGA:               Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis

           9   Alliance.

          10              What I'm trying to understand is if the

          11   communities have experience in managing wildlife without

          12   TAH, but, nonetheless, having the harvest restriction on

          13   those animals.  So I was using muskox as an example.  I'm

          14   trying to understand if the harvest quota that is being

          15   implemented is sanctioned by the board, or is it entirely

          16   community-led initiatives?  Thank you.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          18              Larry, do you understand?  Thank you.

          19   MR. L. ADJUN:            Kind of, but I think that one,

          20   that I got a big political question over my head.  So I

          21   don't know who to defer that question to, either to yours,

          22   your department, or GN's.

          23   THE CHAIR:               I think I'll just maybe summarize

          24   here and clarify.  I think what Shin is asking, is does

          25   Kugluktuk HTO have any experience in managing wildlife
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           1   populations that do not have a TAH on them?  Do you have

           2   any plans in place or rules for animals like that in your

           3   area?  Thank you.

           4   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we do.  We have the grizzly

           5   bear quota system, which we manage fairly; muskox.  We

           6   don't have a quota on moose.  Polar bears -- we have a

           7   management system for polar bears, which we co-manage with

           8   the NWT Beaufort Sea area.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Yeah, thank you, Larry.

          10              And you're stating right.  I think what his

          11   point is:  Do you have any management plans in place for

          12   species that don't have a TAH on or quota on them?  I think

          13   the ones that you have mentioned -- muskox, polar bear, and

          14   grizzly bear -- there's a quota in place for all those

          15   animals.

          16              And do you have anything in place that doesn't

          17   have any quotas on them for any species?  Any rules for

          18   hunting any species that don't have a quota on them?  I

          19   think that is the question.

          20              Shin, am I right?

          21   MR. SHIGA:               Yes.  Thank you, Mr. Chair, for

          22   the clarification.

          23              And, specifically, management plan that involves

          24   harvest restrictions that is not sanctioned by the Board.

          25   I guess that's kind of confusing, but, yeah, that is my
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           1   question.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           3              Larry, do you care to respond?

           4   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes.

           5              We utilize a good rule of thumb by good hunting

           6   practices being, like, say, I'll give you an example.  For

           7   wolf hunting, we don't have a quota system for that, but we

           8   stay away from the wolves during early spring because

           9   females are birthing or pregnant.  Those kind of

          10   situations; we use for good hunting practices; good hunter,

          11   that we have from traditional knowledge.

          12              Spring, we rarely hunt from the pregnant cows.

          13   They're the first ones that do come up.  We have different

          14   seasons in which we hunt different animals.  As Jorgen Bolt

          15   stated yesterday, we have different times, different

          16   seasons for hunting practices, and this is all using

          17   traditional knowledge.

          18              I hope that answers your question.  Otherwise,

          19   I'm getting way off the topic, and I'm get more confused

          20   each time he asks me the questions.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              I hope that answers that for Shin, and we'll

          23   move on.  But, Shin, go ahead.

          24   MR. SHIGA:               Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis

          25   Alliance.  Thank you very much, Larry.  That answers this
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           1   question.

           2              And I just wanted to clarify, because there was

           3   some exchanges, and I got confused.  So when -- picking

           4   muskox as an example.  I'm sorry.  So in managing muskox, I

           5   heard that is mostly managed by HTO, but then Mathieu said

           6   it is implemented by GN.  Is that fair to say, or -- thank

           7   you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           9              Larry, go ahead.

          10   MR. L. ADJUN:            It's implemented by the HTO and

          11   administered by the GN, just due to the fact that the

          12   wildlife office has an office there to issue the tags.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          14              Shin.

          15   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Larry.  That's all my

          16   questions.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          18              Okay.  We'll move on, then, next, to Adventure

          19   Northwest Limited.  Boyd.

          20   ADVENTURE NORTHWEST LIMITED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          21   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.  And thank

          22   you, Larry.  Hopefully you'll get off the seat here soon.

          23   One of the advantages of almost last is that lots of

          24   questions get answered.

          25              So I do have a question for you, Larry, or
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           1   perhaps Peter, is that I'm just curious as to when in

           2   Kugluktuk's experience the Bluenose East herd kind of

           3   started to be talked about or was created.  Like, in the

           4   '70s, it was all the Bathurst herd, everything on the

           5   mainland.  From the Kugluktuk HTO's experience, when was it

           6   that the herds got split so we had Bathurst and Bluenose

           7   East?  Do you remember?

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           9              Peter.

          10   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          11              Yeah, for the last eight years, or whatever,

          12   Bathurst caribou used to hang around close to six miles

          13   south of Kugluktuk, but due to the migrations change and

          14   routes and whatever been happening in the past, in the

          15   future -- I think for the last eight years we never see

          16   that Bathurst around close to Kugluktuk.

          17              Thank you.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          19              Boyd.

          20   MR. WARNER:              Okay.  Thank you, Peter, for that

          21   information.  My understanding, Larry, is that Kugluktuk

          22   used to have quite a few families in the Contwoyto Lake

          23   area, and they were harvesting.  Can you maybe tell us how

          24   many of those families are still in the Contwoyto-Pellett

          25   area today?

                                          350

           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           2   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thank you, Mr. Warner.

           3              Currently we have one resident outpost camp in

           4   Contwoyto Lake now, Mr. John Fredrick Kaunak (phonetic).

           5   In the past, we've had, under our trap funding, I believe

           6   there was five, if I remember, back then.  But now we are

           7   down to only one family, and I believe one, Mr. John Uaruk

           8   lives seasonally there when he works at Lupin.  But the

           9   current year-round resident would be one family currently.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          11              Boyd.

          12   MR. WARNER:              Thank you.  And just another

          13   question for you, Larry.  In the Kugluktuk HTO or your

          14   opinion, would you say that an increase in predator harvest

          15   would benefit the caribou more than a total allowable

          16   harvest at this time?

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          18              Larry.

          19   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, that issue has all been

          20   brought up.  It would, in our opinion, help the decline of

          21   the caribou.

          22              As you know, there are a lot of wolf hunters

          23   between here and Contwoyto Lake, or experienced wolf

          24   hunters, and we have quite a few in Kugluktuk that hunt on

          25   the tundra and in the tree line around Great Bear Lake area
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           1   and around Contwoyto Lake area.  That goes to say, with the

           2   Kingaut and Bay Chimo and Cambridge Bay, we do have a lot

           3   of experienced wolf hunters.

           4              But our problem now with the younger generation,

           5   they want to sit in front of the computer, work for the GN,

           6   and we're losing that traditional knowledge that should be

           7   passed on.  But, fortunately, we have some youth that

           8   are -- I'm going to say the word, I don't know go it rubs

           9   off on some guys -- but are taught up properly to live off

          10   the land and use the land and animals properly to the best

          11   of their knowledge from their educator.  But, yes, we do

          12   strongly support that culling might help.

          13              And maybe just to answer another question that,

          14   or I could answer a question if it might come up:  We have

          15   a higher quota now for grizzly bear hunts, and just this

          16   past year there's an open season now for wolves, and there

          17   is now a no-quota system for residents or aboriginal hunt

          18   for grizzly bears in Kugluktuk area.

          19              I hope that answers or might answer another

          20   question, too.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              Boyd.

          23   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              And thank you, Larry.

          25              I'd just like to -- you mentioned in great
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           1   clarity how, if a total allowable harvest was established,

           2   you might have to look at funding other species.  I'm just

           3   wondering if you feel those other species like moose would

           4   be able to sustain a population if people couldn't hunt

           5   caribou and went after moose instead.  Would there be

           6   enough moose to sustain the community, or would it soon be

           7   detrimental to the moose?

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           9              Larry.

          10   MR. L. ADJUN:            Quana, itsivautaaq.  Quana, Board

          11   for the question.

          12              Yes, we have a huge population of moose within

          13   our area.  They come down the delta system of the

          14   Coppermine River, Richardson River, Tree River, High Lake

          15   area around Grays Bay.  We have a healthy population of

          16   moose to harvest or to change our harvest methods, too.

          17              But, like I said earlier, if we do change or do

          18   get a TAH imposed on us, our hunting technique's going to

          19   have to change.  Our way of lifestyle is going to have to

          20   change, our diet's going to have to change.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              Boyd.

          23   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Chairman.  And thank

          24   you, Larry, for your answers.  No more questions.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Boyd.

                                          353

           1              Okay.  Our last questioner would be the public.

           2   Is there any questions from the anybody in the public that

           3   would like to ask Kugluktuk HTO?  Doesn't seem to be any.

           4              Okay.  Thank you very much, Larry and your

           5   board, your representatives here, for your presentation and

           6   question answering.  Thank you.  You're off the hot seat.

           7              Next presentation is by Bathurst HTO.  Sam.

           8   BATHURST HTO SUBMISSION

           9   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              We don't have a written submission.  Our

          11   chairperson would like to make a presentation, if that's

          12   okay with the Board.  Thank you.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Yeah, that's fine.  Whoever you

          14   choose to make it, that's fine.

          15              Just for the record would you state your name

          16   and organization for the record.  Thank you.

          17   MS. C. KAPOLAK:          Connie Kapolak, Burnside HTO

          18   chair.  I'll wait for my presentation to go up on the

          19   whiteboard here.

          20              I have an Elder who, at the time that we were on

          21   break, mentioned something about the wolves in our area.

          22   And I have been lucky to be back in Bathurst and Bay Chimo

          23   area after I've gone through residential school all my life

          24   as a teenager, I went to school since I was 12.

          25              Then I moved back home when I was 19, and
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           1   because the residential school system didn't teach you our

           2   way of life as an Inuk, I had to relearn all that right

           3   from my language to sewing, looking after family,

           4   butchering meat, and to be able to relearn all that and

           5   hunting on the land, and I was lucky enough to be accepted

           6   by a family who had taught me all that, along with my mom

           7   and the Elders around me at the time when Bay Chimo and

           8   Bathurst were fully populated, when we still had the

           9   schools, the store, and the health system, and the

          10   petroleum products that were based out of Bay Chimo and

          11   Bathurst.

          12              In order for Inuit to learn the traditional way

          13   of life and their culture, it doesn't happen overnight.  It

          14   took me a good 10 years to 20 years to really learn how to

          15   live off the land, look after family, help our Elders.  You

          16   know, I just had to relearn my whole language back.

          17              It took going to school to find that my language

          18   is Inuk, and Inuinnaqtun-speaking language -- it took me to

          19   go to Arctic College and McGill University to realize that

          20   my language is very important and that we were losing it.

          21              After we were losing our language, I realized

          22   that my culture is very important, as well, and what the

          23   Inuit hunted off the land.  Like Larry said in his

          24   presentation that, as Inuk on the land or in each

          25   community, we have different seasons to hunt different
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           1   types of animals.  And my presentation is the Kingaumiut

           2   and the Tuktu, and this is where we're from.

           3              I'm not too sure who is doing the slide show.

           4   Okay.  So you can go on to the next slide.

           5              So if it wasn't for our Elders, like I stated

           6   earlier, we would not have the caribou and the land

           7   knowledge because the caribou is very important to us as

           8   Inuit, and this is how we are here today because they have

           9   survived all that off the land before we were ever put into

          10   communities such as Bay Chimo, Bathurst, and right across

          11   Nunavut.  They had their own way of living off the land,

          12   and they were in places, and this is why there are so many

          13   places on the map in Nunavut that all have Inuinnuqtun

          14   names because those names are the ones that were indicators

          15   as to where we should hunt, where the caribou have calving

          16   grounds or they winter and where they migrate.

          17              All these indicators on the land, if you look at

          18   the map and you ask in Inuk, they'll tell you all the

          19   indicators of mapping on the land before they were ever

          20   given any English names because those were the indicators

          21   that they used before their ancestors.

          22              So if it wasn't for our Elders, you can see the

          23   picture here -- these are the people that are from

          24   Umingmaktok and Bay Chimo and Kingaumuit.  And those are

          25   the Elders and we just have a few left.
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           1              And the reason why they are here today is

           2   because the GN -- I'm sorry to say this, but, you know,

           3   over time, slowly shut down our communities.  But because

           4   those of us who are able to travel back and forth, we can

           5   stay there as much as we could, but it's like Larry said,

           6   it's costly to travel by snowmobile from here to Bay Chimo

           7   and Bathurst.  It's roughly about 500 bucks, a thousand

           8   dollars, if you're going to stay longer, and for us to

           9   charter back and forth, having Adlair not based out of here

          10   anymore; the aviation company that used to be in

          11   Cambridge Bay.  If we're lucky enough that they're here in

          12   town doing business, we would be lucky enough to fly them

          13   home, and that cost to fly home is about $5,000 one way.

          14              So for our ancestors, because they have survived

          15   on this land for a long time, their tools and way of

          16   surviving has been with us for many years.  This is why we

          17   know the traditional way of living on hunting seasons.  And

          18   we should be able to pass that on to our kids.

          19              They are the ones that passed it on to us, but

          20   because there's so much restrictions going to be in place,

          21   how are we going to pass that on to our kids?  Like, it was

          22   already bad enough that they had taken away my culture and

          23   my language that I had to take 20 years to regain it back.

          24   And to teach kids how to butcher and look after the animal

          25   properly, use all that you can possibly use off the
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           1   caribou, or any type of animal.  You can't teach a child in

           2   one day.  It takes a long time.  And it makes me wonder,

           3   how?  How are we going to pass that on to our kids if we're

           4   going to have a TAH set at 30?

           5              If we do not start early in a child's life, the

           6   land skills and basic living in our time, we would lose

           7   what was passed on for generations on the Inuit way of

           8   life.

           9              I started teaching my kids the Inuit way of

          10   life, whereas if somebody in the community or anywhere in

          11   your life has done something to you that is so bad that you

          12   have to rebel back, it's not going to help anybody.  It's

          13   not even worth it to try and fight back.  You know, if you

          14   haven't done anything wrong, then why fight back?  That's

          15   just the way Inuit were taught.

          16              So if you teach your kids how to respect the

          17   land and their animals, and how to look after the land, my

          18   brother used to always say to me when I was growing up, but

          19   I didn't understand why -- and he was my oldest brother.

          20   He would always tell me, "Don't do that."  "Don't do that."

          21   You know, just, "Don't do that."  I didn't have a dad

          22   because he passed away when I was seven years old, so my

          23   brother was the one that looked after us with my mom.

          24              I didn't think that making fun of an animal was

          25   not okay.  And I didn't understand why my brother would say
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           1   something like that to us, so if you don't teach your kids

           2   properly, at the end they won't understand.

           3              As I came out of residential school, I finally

           4   understood why my brother would always say that to me,

           5   "Don't play with the animals," or "Don't do that."  I

           6   finally understood that.  So if you start with your kids at

           7   a young age, then you would be lucky enough to be able to

           8   understand what it's like to be an Inuk.

           9              So what we pass on to our children, you have to

          10   use it with patience.  You have to be patient with your

          11   kids.  You need to teach them the land skills if you're

          12   going to be able to be on the land with them most of the

          13   time as they are growing up.  You need to be patient with

          14   them.  You can't just rush everything all the time.

          15   Otherwise, if you're rushing and being impatient with

          16   children, they tend not to hear you anymore.

          17              I didn't understand why Elders always say,

          18   "Please stop yelling.  Stop yelling."  It's no wonder when

          19   you yell too much at a child they don't hear you anymore.

          20   You know, they just get so used to it, and then they just

          21   stop.

          22              Because our ancestors had survived on the land

          23   for many years, our children need to find new ways of

          24   respecting the Inuit culture and the traditional way of

          25   living.  Today Larry had mentioned earlier that young
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           1   adults are so busy in front of the computer or the TV --

           2   and it's good for them.  In some way, it's good for them

           3   because, in the future, they will need to provide for

           4   themselves if this is what we're going to be faced with.

           5              You know, the cost of living in the north is not

           6   cheap.  You compare the prices of beef up here to Edmonton;

           7   it's more expensive to buy the meat here than it is

           8   anywhere else.  This is why Inuit live so much off of the

           9   land when they possibly could.  Even if it means that we

          10   provide food for other communities, such as Grise Fiord

          11   because their caribou are so far, that we would have to

          12   provide food for them as well.  We butcher the meat and

          13   preserve it.  It can last you a long time throughout the

          14   year until your next season of hunting for good caribou or

          15   any type of animal you're hunting.

          16              As you can see, there are traditional pictures

          17   of Inuit where they have their freezers and their meat

          18   caches, and these are one of them that are located in our

          19   area.

          20              If we are not using the traditional way of

          21   making our clothing, we are wasting the material that can

          22   be of good use for travelling on the land.  Like, today,

          23   people don't really use that caribou skin anymore because

          24   they have no teaching of how to use it.  Today, we use the

          25   inner clothing made of the fall caribou skins.  Inuit in
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           1   the past used to use both inner and outer caribou clothing.

           2   The outer caribou clothing are on your left, and the inner

           3   clothing are on your right.  Today, we use the clothing

           4   that are on your right, when you're looking at the picture,

           5   for travelling.

           6              And making that type of clothing you need only

           7   one type of caribou clothing -- fur.  And that is in the

           8   fall time because it doesn't shed right away, and this was

           9   passed on down to our families from generations before us.

          10   Because if you use any type of clothing using fur and you

          11   don't use the right type of season, it doesn't work very

          12   well.  This is why we always have different types of

          13   hunting seasons throughout Inuit way of life.

          14              So any time Inuit catch animals from the land,

          15   we make sure we put it to good use.  It's never wasted.

          16   Today, we can use the bones, antlers, for making tools

          17   and/or jewellery.  Even the intestines.  When you have an

          18   Elder who cannot go out hunting anymore, and you always

          19   have to inform them, this is what we're going to do for

          20   that day.  And if it means that you're going caribou

          21   hunting, they make sure and tell you, "Please bring me the

          22   inulonginuk (phonetic).  The inulonginuk are the intestines

          23   with the fat on them on the inside.  And they'll tell you

          24   how to prep it in order for you to bring it back.

          25              So those are things that you do for our Elders
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           1   when they tell you how to do it.  And it doesn't happen

           2   overnight that somebody is going to learn that.  You need

           3   to be able to listen and figure out what it is that they

           4   need.

           5              Even just cooking the head, whereas today you

           6   see a lot of caribou head out on the land.  One day my

           7   husband went out with a family and came back.  He only

           8   caught the four caribou that we needed, but he came back

           9   with 12 heads, 12 caribou heads.  You give those to the

          10   Elders, it could feed a whole family.  It may look small,

          11   but you butcher it up, you could get eight pieces out of

          12   it.  And the broth is much richer than any part of the

          13   animal as you boil it.

          14              So these are things that you need to pass on to

          15   your families in order for them to learn how to look after

          16   the animals that are in such decline, and especially if

          17   you're going to put a TAH, you need to be able to teach

          18   some of the younger generations how to look after it just

          19   so there's not so much wastage.

          20              Today we live off of the land to our best

          21   ability.  We take in as much as we can of the animal to

          22   provide food for our families and our Elders.  Here is an

          23   example of a fish.  On your right are the fish eggs.  We

          24   eat as much as of the fish as we could, and this is just

          25   one of the delicacies that we have.
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           1              On seasonal springtime seasons, we usually have

           2   the geese, eider ducks, and the seagulls to provide Inuit

           3   with fresh eggs.  This is one of the ways we have country

           4   food.

           5              Again, if we're able to catch what we can

           6   provide for our families with traditional food, this is one

           7   of them.  You need to make sure that you catch what you

           8   need for that family.

           9              We make sure that what is taught to them begins

          10   at a very young age, because if you start at a young age,

          11   the child will always follow in what was taught to them.

          12   On your left we're butchering a caribou.  On the right are

          13   kids going up the hill, and there's always a small child

          14   that's always going to follow.

          15              Again, as Inuit, the tuktu has always been a big

          16   part of the way that we have been living off of the land.

          17   We use as much as we can with what is caught any time of

          18   the year.  There's different seasons of the year that you

          19   catch your caribou.  We don't get all our caribou in the

          20   fall to last us all year.  There's different types.  If you

          21   get just as much as you need in the fall, then you wait,

          22   catch enough until you catch more caribou in the spring.

          23   So this is what we do with the caribou:  We butcher it all

          24   up.  You even take the skin for anything that you possibly

          25   could use it for.
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           1              Because it's the only way Inuit know how to live

           2   off of the land, the survival skills on the land with what

           3   is taught to them from generations and generations before

           4   us, we try and preserve that as much as we could and pass

           5   it on to our kids.  This is one of the pictures that we

           6   have at home where you butcher all your meat, and this

           7   stand is about 10 by 12, and we fill it as much as we

           8   could.  Once we're done butchering it, then we preserve it

           9   in bags or in freezers.  And if we had a TAH in place of

          10   30, this would have to, you know, cut it down, slow down,

          11   and what we have to teach our kids would be detrimental to

          12   our families.

          13              In the meetings, I've been in and out.  There's

          14   always something that has to do with the caribou decline.

          15   I'm from Kingaut and Umingmaktok area, and when we go home

          16   in the summertime, we go boating.  In the past, we

          17   didn't -- my son is 11 years old now.

          18              In the past 11 years, we would see one or two

          19   grizzly bears, but today we do go out boating, and we would

          20   boat the inlet.  You'd be seeing about 10 to 13 bears with

          21   cubs, either together or by themselves, in total of 10 or

          22   13.

          23              And when I was talking to my mom earlier at the

          24   break, she said because there are so limited people that go

          25   in and out of both areas now these days.  In her time Inuit
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           1   used to go to the wolf dens and take the pups, because if a

           2   caribou can calf one caribou per fall, look at how many

           3   wolves can den pups per year, and that's a lot higher than

           4   the caribou.

           5              So in my mom's time, because the decline of the

           6   caribou was happening, they would go to the wolf dens and

           7   take the wolf pups, and that's how they would manage an

           8   increase of predators in her time, at that time that she

           9   was telling me in the coffee break area.  And I told her,

          10   if she has information about her history, she needs to

          11   share it with you guys.  She said she's just listening

          12   here, but she has information from her time.

          13              And for us, for a TAH in our community, because

          14   we are mostly -- as Larry said, we mostly live off the

          15   tuktu.  In Inuit life we would have to make a big change if

          16   we would have to change our diet, and that's not easy.

          17   It's not easy.  It takes time.  Like, it doesn't happen

          18   overnight.

          19              Quana.  That's it.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Connie, for

          21   your very good presentation.

          22              So with that, with Bathurst Inlet HTO, is there

          23   any more information that you would like to provide before

          24   we get the questions?  Sam?

          25   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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           1              Yeah, I would just like to add that the Burnside

           2   HTO strongly does not agree with the proposal that the GN

           3   is making for the TAH mostly because of not enough

           4   consultation.  I mean, there's been consultation, but not

           5   enough.  Thank you.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           7              All right.  I'll open up questions to the Board

           8   of the NWMB Board Members.  Any questions?  Caleb.

           9   MR. SANGOYA:             Can I have a comment?

          10   THE CHAIR:               Yes, you can have a question and a

          11   comment, sure.  Go ahead.

          12   NUNAVUT MANAGEMENT WILDLIFE BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          13   MR. SANGOYA:             I'm Inuk.  I'm going to make a

          14   comment and a question.

          15              I'm 100 percent Eskimo.  These Inuit, they lived

          16   off, for many, many years.  That was the tradition, when

          17   they were trying to live on with their tradition, I'm going

          18   to keep supporting you, but what I've noticed, the Inuit,

          19   they live here for 365 days a year, but the researcher only

          20   stays here for about two weeks.  So I just want to thank

          21   you very much for that presentation.  Thank you very much.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.  That was more a

          23   comment, I think, than anything else.  Any other questions?

          24   Charlie?

          25   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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           1              The Nunavut government and GNWT, they're dealing

           2   with Bathurst.  They're saying that Bathurst caribou are

           3   declining, and they're trying to set a TAH that is very

           4   low.  I just want a clarification that tuktu, are they

           5   disappearing?  Are they disappearing, or are they just

           6   going through a cycle, perhaps?

           7              Because the caribou tend to come back.  At times

           8   there's a few.  Do you know what the reason is for their

           9   decline?  Are they being over-harvested, or is it because

          10   of the mines that are disturbing them, or the wolves that

          11   are killing them off, if you know?  If you know, I want

          12   clarification as to why you think the Bathurst caribou are

          13   declining.

          14              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          16              Sam.

          17   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Thank you for your question.  Okay.  I'll start

          19   off with, when I was growing up, the Bathurst caribou, we

          20   used to have that big range, they used to be all Bathurst

          21   caribou, and then the Bathurst caribou used to calve to the

          22   northeast of our community.  Ever since I've been growing

          23   up when I'm five, six years old, my parents would be

          24   looking up to the south every May to see if there's any

          25   sign of caribou migrating through.  Then when they do come
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           1   through, I still remember everywhere you look, there would

           2   be thousands of caribou.

           3              And then one year there was nothing.  We waited

           4   and waited and waited, and we didn't know why the caribou

           5   didn't come.  And the next year, the same thing; the

           6   caribou didn't come.  Then we finally heard from other

           7   sources that the caribou, the herd was calving to the

           8   southwest of us about 80, 90 miles from the community.

           9   That's the reason why they haven't come in off the hills.

          10   That's one reason why.

          11              So I got curious, and I started talking to the

          12   Elders, asking them questions, you know, why they have

          13   moved their calving grounds.  And I talked to them

          14   individually or asked them questions individually, and I

          15   got the same answer from every Elder I asked, that they

          16   said that was their original calving grounds before they

          17   moved over to the northeast of us.  Now they're back.

          18              And after hearing that, I think the caribou have

          19   cycles like any other wildlife does.  Like, for instance,

          20   mouse, rabbits, whatever.  And after saying that, the

          21   Elders always tell me, too, that the caribou have a cycle.

          22   There never used to be caribou a long time ago, and all of

          23   a sudden they're there.  And a lot of people say that one

          24   day there's going to be no more caribou again, and then

          25   they will come back.
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           1              So I think it's just going through a cycle, but,

           2   I mean, I've noticed it, too.  We don't see the great

           3   numbers like we used to, anymore.  I mean, I'm not sure if

           4   they're declining or the herd has separated into -- like,

           5   some people say, "Where did that Ahiak herd come, or the

           6   Bluenose East herd come from?"  It might have been just one

           7   big herd that kind of went separate ways.  I hope that

           8   answers your question.  Thank you.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          10              Any other questions comments or questions from

          11   the Board?  Attiq (phonetic), you want to add something?

          12   Go ahead.

          13   MS. C. KAPOLAK:          Sorry, as an educator, I have to

          14   leave, so this is our last day of school, and as an

          15   educator, I can't just apply for leave, you know, on my

          16   last holiday, so, sorry, I'm going to have to leave quana.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, and thank you

          18   for your presentation.

          19              Any questions from staff of the Board?  No

          20   questions from staff or legal counsel?

          21              Government of Nunavut, do you have any

          22   questions?

          23   GOVERNMENT OF NUNAVUT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          24   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          25              Mathieu Dumond, Government of Nunavut.
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           1              Sam, just to help with the discussion and,

           2   unfortunately, the fuzzy number we have on the harvest,

           3   could you give us an idea of how many caribou from the

           4   Bathurst would be harvested per year, at least over the

           5   past ten years, like, by Kingaumiut for the subsistence?

           6   Like, I'm not talking about the commercial or the sports

           7   hunts.  Quana.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

           9              Sam.

          10   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Thank you for the question.  In the last 15, 20

          12   years, I guess ever since they have moved their calving

          13   grounds, we Kingaumiut have not hunted the Bathurst herd in

          14   great numbers.  Like, we hunt mostly the Dolphin Union in

          15   the wintertime and maybe a little bit of Ahiak that comes

          16   over from the east.  But like I said, in the last 15, 20

          17   years for our personal use, we haven't hunted out of the

          18   Bathurst herd.  The reason for that is they're just too far

          19   in the summertime.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          21              Mathieu.

          22   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you.  Mathieu Dumond,

          23   Government of Nunavut.

          24              So at this time, the main concern over

          25   limitation on the harvest would be for the continuation of
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           1   the economic activity of the sport hunt, but not as much

           2   for the subsistence harvest if the herd continue to stay

           3   away from the community?  If they shift back, of course,

           4   you would harvest more for subsistence, I understand that,

           5   but at this time, the concern is mainly over limitation

           6   that would affect the sport hunts.  Is that right?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

           8              Sam.

           9   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              Yes, I think that would be fair to say.  Like we

          11   said, the caribou do come back.  And like I said, they do.

          12   Caribou come back.  I don't think the numbers that we kill

          13   will be the same as the years past as we don't have the

          14   amount of people living there anymore, and, just in the

          15   wintertime, there's just four or five of us there in the

          16   wintertime.  I hope that answers.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          18              Mathieu.

          19   MR. DUMOND:              And maybe -- so just one last

          20   comment on the harvest.

          21              If there was a TAH established, whatever the

          22   number is, from your perspectives, would you say you would

          23   be likely to assign those tags to the sport hunts rather

          24   than keeping them for subsistence?  Because that would be

          25   one of the power of the HTO over their BNL or their share
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           1   of the TAH if a TAH is established.  So would that be

           2   something that you would consider?  If there was a TAH and

           3   you have a share of that TAH, would you keep them for

           4   subsistence?  Would you keep that share for subsistence, or

           5   would you consider assigning them for economic ventures

           6   like the sport hunts?  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

           8              Sam.

           9   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              I guess it all -- whatever the numbers of the

          11   TAH would be.  If the numbers are too low, we would have to

          12   talk about it with the Board and stuff like that, but, to

          13   my knowledge, if the numbers are low, it would be probably

          14   for subsistence.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          16              Mathieu.

          17   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              No further question.  Thank you.  And thank you

          19   to Sam.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, GN.

          21              GNWT?  Lynda?

          22   MS. YONGE:               Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  Thank you very

          23   much for the presentation.  We have no questions.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          25              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, any questions
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           1   for Sam?

           2   KITIKMEOT REGIONAL WILDLIFE BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           3   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           4              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           5   Board.  I have a question.  On the Bathurst caribou herd,

           6   to your knowledge, since the mining companies started

           7   getting into around your area, have you noticed a decline,

           8   or the herd moving to different area?

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          10              Sam.

          11   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              It's kind of hard to answer that question, I

          13   guess, because the Bathurst herd calving grounds is quite a

          14   distance from the proposed Goose Lake property and stuff

          15   like that, which there's other herds that combine with the

          16   Bathurst herd.  I guess the Beverly herd is more

          17   concentrated around the George and stuff like that, Ahiak

          18   herd.

          19              And we're talking about the Bathurst herd right

          20   now, but it's hard for me to say the caribou are changing

          21   their migration routes already because, like I said, the

          22   calving grounds have changed, the Bathurst caribou calving

          23   grounds have changed long before the proposed gold mine at

          24   Goose Lake.

          25              Does that answer your question?
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.  Simon?  Any

           2   further questions?  Okay.

           3              Okay.  We'll move on then to Kugluktuk HTO.

           4   Larry.

           5   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           6   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qaujimajatuqangit, itsivautaaq and

           7   quana to Connie and Sam for their presentation and answers.

           8              I believe we have two of our questions answered

           9   already from our board of directors.  I myself have nothing

          10   to say, but just to commend Burnside about them not

          11   supporting the TAH.  I believe one of our directors has a

          12   statement.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Jorgen.

          14   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chair, Jorgen Bolt

          15   with HTO.  I just want to kind of add to the presentation

          16   that was just given earlier on, five minutes ago, about

          17   traditional knowledge, educating kids, adolescents,

          18   whatever you want to call them, you know.

          19              I've been trying to teach my kids about the

          20   caribou, how to go about cutting them up, where to get

          21   materials from to make tools.  Traditional needles, I show

          22   them where to get them, show them what they use different

          23   parts of the caribou for.

          24              I know they use what we call niuktuut is a

          25   drill, fire starter.  We know where to get those pieces
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           1   from.  I've been trying to teach my kids, my grandchildren

           2   where to get these from.  I've made a few traditional

           3   needles.  I just told them where to use these, how to use

           4   them, when to use them, and so on, and how to prepare skins

           5   and stuff like that.

           6              And like she was saying, if you don't educate

           7   the kids, they're not going to be, how would you say --

           8   they're going to be intimidated by the land.  They're

           9   scared right now, these days, to go out.  I mean, you can

          10   go out now.  On a nice April day, you could go out 10, 15

          11   miles, no problem.  But previously, like my dad's

          12   generation, for sure, every other week the men were going

          13   out all winter long bringing in caribou for families.

          14   Every other house you can see frozen caribou meat on top

          15   the house, porches, whatever it may be, while you're

          16   walking down the street.

          17              But today we have more people but less stress on

          18   the caribou.  We have twice as many people in Kugluktuk,

          19   but we don't have many hunters as we used to.  But, still,

          20   the caribou are declining.  Why?  Is there something else

          21   that's killing these caribou off?  Environment?  Predators?

          22   Diseases?  Mosquitos?  Whatever.

          23              Like I said, you know, we don't hunt, we don't

          24   put as much stress on these herds as we used to, like, long

          25   ago, because we used have -- I mean, I grew up on caribou,
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           1   too.  I ate it, bake it, fry it, frozen, dried, you name

           2   it.  I live on it every day.  And to pass these knowledges

           3   on, we need to have more than just, I don't know how would

           4   you say, a TAH -- because it's just going to be, shoot the

           5   30 caribou, then good enough, gone, without teaching

           6   anybody, teaching the kids or anything like that.

           7              And just to more or less add on to what Al

           8   (verbatim) was saying about caribou moving to different

           9   migration route, I don't know how you say:  Down south,

          10   farmers plow their fields to grow their wheat and grass and

          11   whatever, and they use plows, right, to chew up the land.

          12   Same thing with caribou.  That's why they move from one

          13   area to another area.  One area is grazed out.  That's all

          14   been "plowed" by the caribou, so they know this area is now

          15   useable again.  So they move to that area one year for a

          16   number of years.  Now that area gets grazed out, and then

          17   they move to another area, back to their original calving

          18   grounds, maybe, back to their original calving grounds.

          19   Like I said, these caribou, they do their feeding, but

          20   they're regenerating their food at the same time.

          21              I just wanted to add to the presentation for

          22   Kingaumiut.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.  Just more

          24   information, comment.  Okay.  If there's no more further

          25   questions from Kugluktuk, we'll move on.
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           1              Bay Chimo HTO, any questions for Sam?  Peter.

           2   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  No

           3   questions, but I'd just like to comment on the great

           4   presentation because we're closely related and tied as an

           5   HTO.  Thank you.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Peter.

           7              Cambridge Bay HTO?

           8   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

           9   questions at this time.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          11              Any Elders representing any of the hunters and

          12   trappers organizations, any questions at all or comments?

          13   Go ahead.

          14   MS. M. KANIAK:           I just want to make a short

          15   comment.  The caribou are declining.

          16              As a young lady growing up, my parents lived out

          17   on the land.  My dad walked miles and often told us, once

          18   he got home, there used to be a lot of wolves or when

          19   there's a lot of wolves maybe 20 carcasses are found out on

          20   the land.  He's often told me of those instances when

          21   wolves are in the dens and have young ones.  And they've

          22   often gone out on the land and watched some of these

          23   instances.  They often tell us about carcasses left out on

          24   the land, like, 20 carcasses found dead.  We're no longer

          25   in that area.  I've often thought to myself that that area
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           1   has got to be plentiful of wolves now.

           2              My father's often told me a lot of stories while

           3   having tea.  Wolves have a good appetite, and when in the

           4   dens with their young ones, they hunt a lot of caribou, and

           5   it seems like maybe somewhere down the road, my father's

           6   often said maybe we'll have no caribou.  I've often thought

           7   of these instances when people tell me that caribou are

           8   depleting in those areas.

           9              During the fall, during the spring, caribou

          10   migrate through those areas, and I've seen how plentiful

          11   they were, and wolves follow behind at times.  Maybe that

          12   might be one of the reasons why caribou are depleting, and

          13   I've often thought of these things when people catch

          14   caribou, wherever.

          15              At times, people often tell us that other things

          16   are depleting.  Many years ago during the spring, wolves

          17   were caught in numbers because they hunt caribou when we're

          18   out on the land.  That's what we've seen.  They eat

          19   caribou.  At times, I forget what I want to share, but I've

          20   often thought of these things.

          21              Thank you very much.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          23              There's no other -- go ahead, Joseph.

          24   MR. TIKHAK:              I grew up year-round that, at the

          25   time, Tuktoyaktuk, there is a lot of caribou in that area,
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           1   as far as I can remember.  Today, there's not too many

           2   caribou hunters.  It seems like, yes, the numbers would

           3   increase, but people are telling us they're depleting, as

           4   yesterday.  Caribou around Bathurst area are depleting.

           5   They should be in numerous numbers.  Our parents, years

           6   ago, had lots of children because they were using caribou

           7   skins for clothing, so they'd catch a lot of caribou.  When

           8   they're used for clothing, when the skins are used for

           9   clothing, they shoot a lot of caribou, even for making

          10   tents.

          11              In the fall, they'd catch a lot of caribou.

          12   Because they didn't have any other materials for making

          13   tents, they'd use caribou skins.

          14              Today what I've heard is that Bathurst herd is

          15   depleting.  People are not shooting them there, it seems.

          16   Our parents often -- our ancestors have told us many times,

          17   when you see wildlife out on the land, maybe shoot them and

          18   make good use of them because they will not be around all

          19   the time.

          20              Yesterday I heard a discussion around depletion

          21   of the Bathurst herd.  Maybe they're moving elsewhere.

          22   Maybe later on in the years they'll return.

          23              The lakes where there is plentiful fish stocks,

          24   at times, people are saying we've fished there.  It seems

          25   to be, like, there's no fish there.
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           1              My father's often said, "Don't leave those areas

           2   that are hunting grounds."  "If you don't shoot or if you

           3   don't go fishing for food, they'll disappear," is what my

           4   father told me.  I've thought of his words.  Caribou are

           5   not shot anymore, people are not catching a lot of caribou.

           6   I've heard for a long time, paqaluaq (phonetic), and

           7   yesterday they were talked about.  My father's words to me,

           8   they came back to me, and that's why I had to comment.  My

           9   father said if you see wildlife that's edible, shoot it,

          10   catch it, and store it if you need to.  Today we have

          11   southern-style clothing.  Caribou clothing are rarely seen

          12   in some places.  Long ago a lot of caribou was shot.  Now

          13   caribou is not used that way.

          14              It seems like caribou should be plentiful

          15   because they're not shot in those numbers as they were

          16   years ago.  My father's told me, "Shoot the caribou.  If

          17   you don't pay attention to them, then they're going to

          18   disappear.  Even those places where people go fishing,

          19   don't leave those places.  Go fish.  If you don't go after

          20   them, then they're going to disappear.  You need to look

          21   after them and shoot, go fishing, go hunting.  If you

          22   don't -- it seems like we've left them alone for some time.

          23   We don't use hides for clothing anymore as much as we used

          24   to.  Maybe that's why they're depleting.

          25              And I've often thought, why are they depleting?

                                          380

           1   Maybe people don't want to prepare the pelts for clothing

           2   to soften them and that.  We only have store-bought

           3   clothing that needs to be prepared, that's already put

           4   together.

           5              I used to prepare skins for clothing, but

           6   nowadays not as much.  My dad, my grandfather:  "Don't

           7   leave those wildlife.  If you do, they'll disappear."  The

           8   discussion around the depletion of caribou around the

           9   Bathurst area, we've heard this conversation around the

          10   table for the last day and a half.  They shouldn't be

          11   depleting.  They should be in numerous numbers because

          12   there's not that many caribou hunters that go out and hunt

          13   in the numbers that they used to years ago.

          14              A lot of families had large families.  They

          15   killed a lot of caribou to make clothing, later on, to use

          16   the furs, food for the dogs also.  A lot of it was cached,

          17   the meat, so it was edible later on the.  The whole caribou

          18   was utilized.  The meat, the antlers were made into tools.

          19   Even the bones were not thrown away.  They were used for

          20   knives, and they were well made.  They made well-made

          21   tools.  The antlers were used for harpoons or into knives;

          22   were made into tools that were usable.

          23              The whole caribou was kept.  They never threw

          24   anything away.  Things were put away.  Meat was cached so

          25   that, you know, they'd go back when they need the meat.
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           1   Today there's store-bought clothing, and maybe that's one

           2   reason why people don't catch as many caribou as they used

           3   to.  I've often thought of this, why is caribou depleting

           4   in the Bathurst area, because people haven't caught that

           5   many caribou over the last few years, not as much as they

           6   used to years ago.

           7              My grandfather and my dad have often said,

           8   before they passed away:  "Don't leave the wildlife just

           9   the way -- even if you need to get a few.  If you don't

          10   catch any, they'll move into other areas and disappear to

          11   far away places."  The Elders, what they've said, I think

          12   that that's true.

          13              Thank you for giving me the opportunity to say

          14   what I need to.  Thank you.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Joseph.

          16              NTI.

          17   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          18   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I'm from

          19   Iqaluit.  I'd like to thank the submission by Bathurst, and

          20   also, they stated a very important issue, that even though

          21   we're talking about total allowable harvest and they're

          22   saying how much impact that is going to have if we set a

          23   TAH.

          24              I have a question to Bathurst hunters and

          25   trappers.  Are the caribou from Bathurst HTO, qujannamiik?
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

           2              Sam.

           3   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           4              I'm sorry.  I didn't catch the question.  Can

           5   you please repeat?  Thank you.

           6   MR. IRNGAUT:             My question is, are these the only

           7   herd that you harvest from the Bathurst HTO submission?

           8   Thank you.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          10              Sam.

          11   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              Are we just talking caribou, or are there more

          13   caribou?  Okay.  Thank you.

          14              Okay.  No, we do -- the Dolphin Union are

          15   starting to winter right around Bathurst, so we harvest a

          16   little bit out of the Dolphin Union herd, and like I had

          17   mentioned earlier, probably a little bit of what you call

          18   Ahiak herd when they come over from the east, and this is

          19   probably in May.

          20              Does that answer your question?  Thanks.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          22              Paul or Bert.

          23   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          24              Bert Dean with NTI.  Thanks, Sam.  And I'll have

          25   to thank Connie later for her presentation.  And I think
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           1   Mathieu maybe touched on it a bit earlier in some of his

           2   questions, but you're involved with the sport hunts as

           3   well, and could you tell us a bit about that, like, how

           4   many from your community are involved in those sport hunts

           5   and what happens with the meat, etcetera?

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

           7              Sam.

           8   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           9              Thank you for your question, Bert.

          10              Like I said, we do all of our sports hunts in

          11   Contwoyto Lake.  Before that, it used to be all out of

          12   Pellett Lake, but we've moved over to Contwoyto Lake just

          13   due to the movement of caribou.  We notice that they're

          14   staying up further north, and then they're coming later on,

          15   later on in the season.  And they haven't come into Pellett

          16   Lake.  The first two weeks there's no caribou at Pellett

          17   Lake.  That's the reason why we moved to Contwoyto.

          18              And to answer your question about who is all

          19   involved, we get all of our guides out of Kugluktuk.  We

          20   get three guides, plus myself, that pay for -- plus we also

          21   get Peter from Umingmaktok, the guide.  And what happens,

          22   all the meat we get first dibs at -- the guides get the

          23   first dibs of the meat or whatever food they want to take,

          24   and we leave some for the camp use, and whatever we don't

          25   use we fly.  We have charters coming from Yellowknife to
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           1   that caribou camp in Contwoyto Lake, so once a week,

           2   whatever we don't use we fly, get rid of all the meat, try

           3   not to keep the meat in camp.  We fly it all to

           4   Yellowknife, and it's distributed there, usually put into

           5   the community freezer, and whoever wants it just comes down

           6   and gets it.  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           8              Bert.

           9   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              Thanks, Sam.  And we've heard a bit -- I think

          11   it's 70 tags that you use, and it's for how many weeks that

          12   you're out there?

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

          14              Sam.

          15   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          16              Yeah, it's about 70 tags for the Burnside HTO.

          17   We run five-day hunts, or six hunts at eight hunters per

          18   week.  The start is probably -- the first week is not

          19   usually full, but we do hunts for muskox, caribou, and

          20   muskox used to be one-on-one.  And then the next five

          21   weeks, it's probably eight hunters a week.  Thanks.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          23              Bert.

          24   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          25              Thanks, Sam.  And I'm asking these questions,
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           1   and I'm not sure, maybe we'll hear from others, but it's my

           2   understanding it's this hunt that happens in sort of

           3   mid-August through September that's probably where the bulk

           4   of the harvest is happening on Bathurst caribou from

           5   Nunavut.  Would that be correct, or is there other

           6   harvesting on the Bathurst herd that you'd be aware of?

           7   Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

           9              Sam.

          10   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              You're correct there that, not to my knowledge,

          12   there's no other harvest on Bathurst caribou other than our

          13   hunts on Contwoyto Lake, no.  Thank you.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          15              Bert.

          16   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          17              That's all the questions I have.  Thanks.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          19              Okay.  We'll move on to Kitikmeot Inuit

          20   Association.  Geoff.

          21   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          22   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          23              Geoff Clark, Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

          24              Thanks for the presentation and your comments.

          25   The first question is, in your time at Contwoyto Lake in
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           1   the south end of Bathurst Inlet, how many non-Inuit

           2   residents -- maybe pick the last five years or time frame

           3   that you wish.  How much non-Inuit residents -- meaning, I

           4   guess, non-Inuit from Cambridge Bay and Kugluktuk -- have

           5   harvested caribou at Contwoyto Lake and south Bathurst

           6   Inlet?  Or how many caribou have been harvested by

           7   non-Inuit residents in those areas?

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           9              Sam.

          10   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              To my knowledge, none.  To my knowledge, there

          12   has been none taken by nonresident.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          14              Geoff.

          15   MR. CLARK:               In the executive summary of the

          16   January 14-15, 2016 meeting of the Government of Nunavut,

          17   one of the more significant or, I guess, firm statements in

          18   the summary is that, "The hunters and trappers organization

          19   understand that more restriction measures on the

          20   nonbeneficiary are necessary to preserve the Bathurst

          21   caribou and to do that require a TAH being implemented."

          22              So given that there's no harvest, that you're

          23   aware of, of Bathurst caribou at Contwoyto Lake and south

          24   Bathurst Inlet, does that statement that I just read to you

          25   make sense?
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           2              Sam.

           3   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Can you repeat that statement, or

           4   is it in the binder here?  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Geoff, repeat it.

           6   MR. CLARK:               I can repeat the statement.

           7              The statement is, "They" -- and I presume that

           8   means the HTO -- "understands that more restriction

           9   measures on the nonbeneficiary are necessary to preserve

          10   the Bathurst caribou and to do so requires a TAH."  So if

          11   there's no harvesting of Bathurst caribou, how does that,

          12   in your mind, justify a TAH, or is a TAH justifiable based

          13   on, I guess, the statement that there's harvest by

          14   nonresidents?

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          16              Sam, do you understand?

          17   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Yeah, I'm not sure how to answer that question.

          19   If you care to try and clarify it more, maybe I'll be able

          20   to answer.  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          22              Geoff.

          23   MR. CLARK:               Actually, Sam, I think your answer

          24   that there's no harvest by residents at Contwoyto Lake and

          25   south Bathurst Inlet is adequate for everyone's knowledge.
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           1   Thank you.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you.  Any other

           3   questions?  Attima.

           4   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           5              Just a couple of questions.  My first question

           6   is:  The sport hunt tags, who made the decision on your

           7   numbers of the sport hunts tags?  Is it GN or HTO?

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.

           9              Sam.

          10   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Yeah, it was the Board's decision to allocate

          12   the tags.  Thanks.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          14              Attima.

          15   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          16              It was the board's decision to allocate the

          17   tags.  Thanks.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          19              Attima.

          20   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          21              Burnside HTO, how many board members do you have

          22   for Burnside HTO?  Thank you.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.

          24              Sam.

          25   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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           1              Thank you, Attima.  There's four of us on the

           2   board right now.  Like, there was four of us on the board

           3   on Burnside right now and then, like Peter was saying,

           4   we're kind of working closely together, more kind of joint

           5   hunters and trappers organization.  So there's four of us

           6   for the Burnside HTO.  Thanks.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           8              All right.  KIA, no further questions?  Okay.

           9   Thank you.  We'll move forward, then.

          10              North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin.

          11   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          12              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  Thank

          13   you for the presentation.  I have no questions.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you, Shin.  Moving on

          15   to Adventure Northwest Limited, Boyd.

          16   ADVENTURE NORTHWEST LIMITED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          17   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank

          18   you, Sam.  And I'll thank Connie later.

          19              Sam, I just want to explore a little bit about

          20   the sports hunts.  And you've probably spent more time on

          21   Contwoyto Lake in the last five years than anybody else I

          22   know, and you've spent two months there every summer with

          23   your family, your wife working, and your family, and you're

          24   guiding hunts.  So, arguably, you could be the most

          25   experienced person right now on the land, or recently, and
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           1   I'm just wondering, Sam, what you've seen in those five

           2   years in the way of caribou, how healthy they are, cows,

           3   calves, and if there's been a change in those numbers that

           4   you've seen while you've been there.  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           6              Sam.

           7   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Thank

           8   you, Boyd.

           9              In about the last five years, when the caribou

          10   are migrating through there, I have not seen a great number

          11   either decreasing or increasing.  Like, the caribou, when

          12   they come through Contwoyto Lake, they don't come all at

          13   once.  They come in waves.  Like, they come in pockets of

          14   maybe sometimes 50 animals, sometimes 600 animals, and

          15   health-wise, it all depends on the temperature, the flies,

          16   mosquitos, whatever.  Depends.  If it's cooler, they have a

          17   lot of back fat.

          18              Like I was saying, the health of the animals, it

          19   all depends on the temperature.  Some years we have a real

          20   hot fall, some years we have a cool fall, and when we do

          21   have a cool fall, we have real healthy animals, a lot of

          22   back fat; and then when it's warm or hot and a lot of bugs

          23   and stuff like that.  When there's a lot of bugs, lot of

          24   warble flies, the caribou are doing a lot of running.

          25   That's the year they burn up a lot of energy, but most
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           1   years it's the bulls that we catch are very healthy

           2   animals.

           3              And for cow and calf observations, we see some

           4   years -- every year is different.  Some years we see a lot

           5   of calves, some years we see a few calves.  One year I

           6   noticed that a lot of cows -- I mentioned in some other

           7   meetings that one year that we seen a lot of cows with

           8   twins.

           9              And there was a question raised, that someone

          10   asked me if they're adopting from other caribou, but

          11   caribou won't adopt another calf, from my knowledge,

          12   because I've seen them.  I've observed them, calf lose his

          13   mother, and he tried to go to another cow, and it'd nudge

          14   him off.

          15              Did that answer your question?

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          17              Boyd.

          18   MR. WARNER:              Yeah, it does, Sam.  Thank you

          19   very much.  And, Sam, although I know you don't have an

          20   official written plan in the sense of managing, but how

          21   important do you think that the wolf harvests, from the

          22   sports hunters when you're hunting at Contwoyto Lake, is in

          23   relation to the caribou?

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          25              Sam.
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           1   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              Okay.  I think it's going to be an important

           3   role in helping the numbers of caribou.  We know that the

           4   wolves kill a lot of caribou, especially if they're in a

           5   pack.  A lot of people say a pack of wolves is a killing

           6   machine.  Like, they kill a caribou, and they don't usually

           7   finish that caribou, and they move on.  They kill another

           8   caribou.

           9              And one of the Elders in Cambridge Bay, at the

          10   last, previous meeting mentioned that around Cambridge Bay

          11   he went for a trip one day and he ran across probably, I

          12   think he said, eight wolf kills in a matter of -- I don't

          13   know how far apart the kills were, but in a short distance.

          14              By saying that, I think it would be important to

          15   not only wolves but for bears.  I think, any predator,

          16   mostly wolves and bears, because, like, our chairperson was

          17   saying that around Bathurst Inlet we're starting to see a

          18   lot more bears, but we're starting to see bears with three

          19   cubs, like, which we never used to see.  So the numbers of

          20   the bears are also going up, and I've seen bears with cubs,

          21   two cubs, but I've never seen a sow with three cubs until

          22   this last fall and, not only one, but four with three cubs

          23   in one day.  Thanks.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          25              Boyd.
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           1   MR. WARNER:              Yeah, thank you.  Just a couple

           2   quick questions.  Thank you, Sam.

           3              Just on the meat, it was touched on a little bit

           4   here, Sam, but just to maybe help understand, although

           5   you're not harvesting personally, like, shooting the

           6   caribou yourself, is it safe to say that your family and

           7   the other guide's family are getting their winter meat from

           8   the sports hunts at Contwoyto?

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Boyd.  Sam.

          10              Sam.

          11   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              Yeah, I would totally agree with that.  I myself

          13   get enough caribou meat from those hunts to last me the

          14   whole winter.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          16              Boyd, briefly.

          17   MR. WARNER:              Okay.  Thank you, Sam.

          18              And I guess the last question for you, Sam, is

          19   the lowest number that's been discussed on the Bathurst

          20   herd, even if we define it now with the small range, is,

          21   well, say 19,000 for argument's sake.  Do you feel that the

          22   harvesting of a few hundred of those caribou is detrimental

          23   to the health of that herd.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          25              Sam.
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           1   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           2              I feel that that low number we're taking, I

           3   don't think it's going to cause too much disturbance to the

           4   herd, the 19,000, compared to other regions, stuff like

           5   that.  From what I hear, on Baffin Island they have a

           6   smaller population but a greater number that they can take,

           7   so that small amount, I don't think it will really impact

           8   on the caribou.  Thanks.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          10              Boyd.

          11   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              And thank you, Sam.  No further questions.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          14              Okay.  Quickly, if there's any questions from

          15   the public.  I don't think there is, so we're finished with

          16   Bathurst HTO, and we'll take a lunch break and be back here

          17   at 1:30.  Thank you very much.

          18   (Proceedings ended at 12:04 p.m.)

          19   _________________________________________________________

          20          (Proceedings to recommence at 1:30 p.m.)

          21   _________________________________________________________

          22   (Proceedings recommenced at 1:30 p.m.)

          23   THE CHAIR:               Good afternoon, everyone.  Welcome

          24   back.  Thank you for being here on time -- and Paul, who

          25   never made it out; no planes today.
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           1              Just a quick update here.  So we have eight more

           2   interveners to present yet and the rounds of questions, so

           3   just in time, I ask that everybody make their points known,

           4   give us your presentations and questions and be as brief

           5   and as short as you can without losing the information that

           6   you want to portray.  And just to remind everybody, too, we

           7   do have, for the record of the NWMB, all your written

           8   submissions, so that is in as evidence to the Board.

           9              So with that, we're going to try and finish.

          10   We're going to go probably until 5, 5:30, and, if not,

          11   we'll meet this evening, if we need to do that, so keep

          12   that mind, too.

          13              So next up is Bay Chimo HTO.  Peter, do you have

          14   a presentation?

          15   BAY CHIMO HTO SUBMISSION

          16   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17              Not a submission, just a statement.  Umingmaktok

          18   Hunters and Trappers Organization is against and will not

          19   support the establishment of regional total allowable

          20   harvest which is being recommended here at this hearing.

          21   We're working closely with KRWB.  Umingmaktok Hunters and

          22   Trappers Organization and all other west Kitikmeot HTOs are

          23   capable of managing their own caribou harvesting and other

          24   wildlife management.

          25              The residents of Umingmaktok and Bathurst Inlet
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           1   have not harvested any caribou of the Bathurst herd since

           2   the animals have changed their migration route and calving

           3   grounds west of Bathurst Inlet since 15 to 20 years now.

           4   The herd was too far and too rocky for us to travel to

           5   harvest the herd.  We have mainly relied on the Dolphin

           6   Union herd since they pass through Umingmaktok to their

           7   wintering grounds.

           8              That's nice and sweet.  Thank you.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.  Thank you very

          10   much.

          11              Okay.  We'll start off with questions.  Any

          12   Board Members have questions from the Board?  Charlie.

          13   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MR. INUARAK:             Clear and precise.  Thank you.

          15   And we'll take your information as noted, and they are

          16   being recorded, and we'll not forget them.

          17              My question for you is, the Kitikmeot Regional

          18   Wildlife Board, you will be working with them to establish

          19   a community-based management system.  Are you in

          20   preparation of establishing these community-based

          21   management systems?

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          23              Peter.

          24   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          25              Yes, we are.  It's still in the works, but we
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           1   still have to work on it.  Thank you.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           3              Okay.  No further questions from Board Members,

           4   I'll pass it on to staff and legal counsel.  No questions?

           5   Okay.

           6              Government of Nunavut, any questions?

           7   MR. GISSING:             No questions.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.

           9              Government of Nunavut?

          10   MS. YONGE:               No questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          12              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, Simon.

          13   KITIKMEOT REGIONAL WILDLIFE BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS.

          14   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          15              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          16   Board.  I have one question.  As you said, the caribou went

          17   further into the rocky areas.  Do you have any idea or any

          18   information as to how come they moved further out?

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          20              Peter.

          21   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          22              As Sam said, I'll give you the same answer.

          23   They're always moving.  They don't stay in one spot for so

          24   many years.  That gives the vegetation time to grow again

          25   in one spot, and then they move to another place.  Thank

                                          398

           1   you.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           3              Simon?  Okay.

           4              Kugluktuk HTO, Larry.

           5   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           6   MR. L. ADJUN:            No questions from the Board, but

           7   just a statement from the Chairman.

           8              We are working with the four HTO organizations

           9   to develop a Bathurst caribou management plan from the west

          10   Kitikmeot Region, this along with KIA.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  A statement.

          12              Bathurst Inlet HTO, any questions?

          13   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          No questions.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  Cambridge Bay HTO,

          15   Bobby.

          16   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          17   questions.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          19              Any questions from the Elders in the room to the

          20   Bay Chimo HTO?

          21   MR. BOLT:                I don't have any questions from

          22   the Kugluktuk HTO representative.  Thank you, sir.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          24              NTI, Paul.

          25   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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           1   MR. IRNGAUT:             Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

           2              Paul Irngaut from NTI.  One quick question.  Did

           3   you harvest Bathurst caribou, to your knowledge, in the

           4   past?  Were they ever harvested?

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

           6              Peter.

           7   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              Yes, we have harvested about 20 years ago in

           9   each migration.  Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          11              Paul.

          12   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thanks for that answer.  Paul

          13   Irngaut from NTI.  No further questions.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, NTI.  Moving on to

          15   Kitikmeot Inuit Association, Geoff.

          16   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          17   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          18              Geoff Clark, Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  A

          19   question for the presenter.  Can you tell the difference

          20   between a Bathurst Inlet caribou, Ahiak caribou, and

          21   Beverly caribou when you're out hunting?  Thank you.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          23              Peter.

          24   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          25              That's a good question.  Personally, no.
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           1   They're all the same caribou to me.  Thank you.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           3              Geoff.

           4   MR. CLARK:               Thank you.  No more questions.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, KIA.

           6              North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin.

           7   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you.  Shin Shiga, North

           8   Slave Métis Alliance.  I have no questions.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          10              VENTURE Northwest, Boyd.

          11   ADVENTURE NORTHWEST LIMITED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          12   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          13              And thank you, Peter.  Just a couple quick

          14   questions kind of similar to what I asked Sam.  I know

          15   you're working with us and we're outfitting using your

          16   tags, part of your tags, too, at Contwoyto Lake.  I'm just

          17   wondering what your observations, for the Board's sake and

          18   others, that you see of the caribou there, if they're

          19   healthy and the numbers of caribou.  Maybe you could speak

          20   to that a little bit, Peter.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          22              Peter.

          23   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          24              Yes, I have been working with Boyd, Adventures

          25   Northwest, for the last three years now, and I have noticed
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           1   that they were pretty healthy.  Like Sam said, it all

           2   depends on the weather each fall.  When it's cold, they're

           3   nice and fat.  And I'll repeat that, when they're running

           4   away from the mosquitos, they're kind of lean.  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           6              Boyd.

           7   MR. WARNER:              And, Peter, you guys are up there

           8   for about six to eight weeks every fall.  Is there usually

           9   a consistent amount of caribou?  Are they all the same

          10   caribou, or do you notice different animals moving in and

          11   out of the area?  What do you see in that respect?

          12   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Like I said to KIA, I can't tell

          13   the difference between the caribou, but I have seen quite a

          14   few caribou moving in and out of Contwoyto, and I have

          15   worked at Pellett, but they're pretty slow around Pellett

          16   Lake, so there's more caribou around Contwoyto moving on

          17   their migration.

          18   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          19              And thank you, Peter.  No more questions.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          21              Is there any questions of the public to HTO?  If

          22   there is none, we'll move on.  Thank you very much.

          23              All right.  For next presentation, Cambridge Bay

          24   HTO.  Bobby.

          25   CAMBRIDGE BAY HTO SUBMISSION
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           1   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              Bobby Greenley, Cambridge Bay HTO.

           3              A lot of you are probably wondering why we are

           4   sitting in on this.  I've been pushing to be more involved

           5   with this Bathurst herd, as we are also affected by it.  We

           6   don't harvest or see very many of them.  They mostly travel

           7   in the summertime down that way when we see them.  We do

           8   travel a lot from here south, long distances to the east,

           9   even to the west.  We're central with all the other herds,

          10   so we are affected by this decision also.

          11              So I'm just going to pass the mic over to

          12   George, and he's just going to give a background on some

          13   information of how Cambridge Bay is also affected and what

          14   we have done.  Thank you.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.  George, go

          16   ahead.

          17   MR. G. ANGOHIATOK:       Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          18              It's going to be a little bit lengthy, but I

          19   feel it's important that everybody understands our position

          20   why we're here.  As you all know, Bay Chimo and Bathurst,

          21   way back, was a couple of large communities, and the

          22   communities have separated, some moving to Kugluktuk and

          23   some moving here to Cambridge Bay.  So our board feels very

          24   strongly that in order to represent our members fairly and

          25   effectively we don't exclude any of our members, so that's
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           1   the reason why we're sitting here.

           2              Anyways, I had a bunch of stuff written down.

           3   To start out our submission to NWMB on the Bathurst caribou

           4   hearing on total allowable harvest.  Some history first to

           5   share on local hunters from early 1970s.  At that time, our

           6   animals that we hunted, muskox and caribou were

           7   nonexistent.  I mean, there was very few island caribou

           8   that we harvested in the middle of the island north up the

           9   island about 40 to 50 miles.

          10              So that left us no choice but to go south, and

          11   we went south to the Hope Bay area over the winter.  And as

          12   a young man, I followed my father, rode on his qamutik, and

          13   we went down with a lot of hunters travelling together, and

          14   we would harvest, on average, between five to ten animals

          15   per sled, and they were Bathurst caribou.  They went right

          16   through the inlet in great numbers back in the '70s.  We

          17   all heard Sam and Peter's submission.

          18              My wife is from Bay Chimo, so I felt very

          19   strongly, and ties with Bay Chimo is very strong.  We go

          20   down there all the time, not only to harvest, but just to

          21   enjoy the beautiful country, especially in the summertime.

          22              Having said that, we noticed that after the mine

          23   was put in place, Echo Bay Mines, the caribou migration

          24   altered, so we quit seeing them passing through Bathurst.

          25              So at the time, my brother and I and Sam and
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           1   Peter's brother went up to do some hunting, and we watched

           2   the caribou.  They had built a winter road from Yellowknife

           3   to Echo Bay, and these large numbers of caribou we would

           4   observe for hours and hours, large numbers that would not

           5   cross the winter road.  It was a barrier.

           6              So, you know, a lot of people think or say that

           7   mining has no effect on the north, but this is proof.  This

           8   is evidence that, you know, the migration route is altered

           9   because of mining.  They couldn't cross the road.  It was a

          10   barrier that they couldn't cross.

          11              So we brought up that at several of our meetings

          12   way back.

          13              You know, when our government officials gave out

          14   their land leases for the exploration, the mining and

          15   exploration to come and do their things, you know, they

          16   have to be considered also.  I'm going to include them,

          17   too, because it's affected Bay Chimo and Bathurst big time,

          18   and some of the locals have no idea as to why the caribou

          19   had rerouted, but from our observations, we had photographs

          20   of all big large numbers of caribou that would not cross.

          21              So when KIA gives out these land use permits,

          22   they have to, you know, consult with the community so that

          23   the effects of mining could be discussed at length and

          24   everybody could understand what's going on.

          25              You know, mining is a big part of the north now.
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           1   In my eyes, it's short-term.  We get a little bit of money

           2   for a very short period of time, but in the long run, it

           3   affects some of our country food, mainly the caribou.  And,

           4   you know, we would urge the government officials that have

           5   the right to give out these permits to think about the

           6   beneficiaries first, because we are an Inuit entity, and

           7   consideration to impacts on Inuit should be addressed

           8   before they make their decisions.

           9              During the summer -- I'm just going to add a

          10   little bit to what Connie said.  During the summer, my wife

          11   and I went down there a couple years ago.  On our trip for

          12   about six days, we saw no caribou, one ox on King

          13   Peninsula, but we did see daily sightings of carnivores,

          14   nothing but carnivores.  We saw bears every day, we saw

          15   wolves every day, and wolverines, so, you know, we

          16   discussed that at length.  And the carnivores are

          17   outnumbering the caribou in Bathurst Inlet.

          18              Although our hunters, our local hunters do take

          19   the odd caribou on our boating trips, we're not sure

          20   exactly if it is the Bathurst herd.  I know on the coast

          21   right along King Peninsula there are some island caribou,

          22   and you can tell the difference very easily by observing

          23   them, the colour, the short snout on them.  But we know

          24   that there was a problem with the Bathurst herd when we

          25   couldn't see any.  There was a lack of caribou down there.
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           1              And I'm going to go on to, you know, what our

           2   ancestors understood.  They never over-harvested.  You

           3   heard today that the Elder here with us, they found ways to

           4   control the predators that were affecting the caribou,

           5   which is nonevident today in our GN's positions.  And that

           6   proves that our ancestors knew and understood that

           7   over-harvesting was not right.  They conserved the animals.

           8   Not only the caribou, but fishing and all that they used to

           9   survive over the years.

          10              I'm going to go back to some examples of our

          11   organization in dealing with issues that have come into our

          12   community.  One of them was our char.  This is just an

          13   example now of what our community members have done and

          14   continue to do and feel strongly about this, is that our

          15   fish, as young men growing up, were very small.  Like, they

          16   were three-, four-pounders, and a big char would be eight

          17   pounds.  And our community got together.  We held a

          18   community meeting and a voluntary ban on fishing was put in

          19   place by the community members.  They voluntarily, you

          20   know, agreed to stop fishing in the bay, because in the bay

          21   here, in the immediate bay, each person had their own

          22   little selected spot where they would put a gill net.  And

          23   when we consulted with the community members and they

          24   understood that there was a problem, they automatically

          25   ceased fishing, and the only fishing that was allowed was
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           1   for the Elders that couldn't get out, couldn't get out to

           2   the farther areas where the fish were.  So this shows that

           3   our community is very strong in pulling together and coming

           4   up with answers and solutions.

           5              So the total allowable harvest that is set or

           6   trying to be set by the GN, we do not agree with it because

           7   all avenues were not looked at.  Well, they know of some of

           8   them that the GNWT has ways to work with them, and Nunavut

           9   government.  Being relatively new to all this, you know,

          10   we're learning as we go along from each other, from hearing

          11   what the other places are doing to conserve their animals

          12   or their country foods.  So, you know, take lessons from

          13   them and we thank them for sharing with us their

          14   experiences.

          15              The caribou meetings that were held here, a lot

          16   of them that were held here, we were never invited.  So

          17   when we did become invited, it was like, you know,

          18   something that you went to that you didn't understand what

          19   was going on.  So it took a while for us to catch up with

          20   what was going on at their meetings and try and, you know,

          21   catch up.  You can't have any input when you don't know

          22   what's going on.  So very important, I think, that every

          23   community that is part of caribou management plans that are

          24   being put in place, we should be included in that as well.

          25              We've never felt that the Bathurst caribou herd
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           1   was in trouble until we started seeing on the news that

           2   there was a problem that numbers were going down big time,

           3   and it was mentioned by a lot of our community members that

           4   a cycle is being taken.

           5              A lot of the suggestions have been against the

           6   predators, but our GN delegates always seem to send it away

           7   because it's costly, and nobody's tried it.  But the GNWT

           8   has showed us that there are ways that you can work on

           9   this, and I feel strongly that this total allowable

          10   harvest -- well, we are not in support of it because we

          11   feel that all avenues haven't been looked at or considered;

          12   and once that is done, you know, we may support it.  We may

          13   not.  But with that incomplete -- what am I trying to look

          14   for? -- the incomplete study and sharing with the

          15   communities, I feel that it's incomplete and a total

          16   allowable harvest should not be imposed.

          17              And I agree with Connie's submission today that,

          18   you know, we need to share with our young people, pass on

          19   what we know.  Our language is gone, most of it, in the

          20   Kitikmeot -- not so much in the east, but in the Kitikmeot,

          21   and then next is going to be our harvesting rights, you

          22   know.  That's going to disappear too, how to properly

          23   handle the animals that we harvest.

          24              So we feel strongly that TAH is not the answer

          25   at this time.  Quana.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, George.

           2              Okay.  With that, I'll open questions up from

           3   Board Members.  Any questions?  David.

           4   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           5   MR. KRITTERDLIK:         Thank you.  David Kritterdlik,

           6   NWMB Board Member, Inuktitut.

           7              The wildlife and caribou, there's a lot of

           8   deterrence where cumulative efforts concerning the decrease

           9   in the population, like mining and other carnivores or

          10   predators, and in Qikiqtarjuaq beside our community there's

          11   been a lot of development going on in our community area.

          12   There's been about four years they have helicopters.  Every

          13   single year they use helicopters that fly low, and the

          14   caribou that migrate through our communities have moved

          15   away using different routes.

          16              And I think I'm asking you, is that the same

          17   over here that helicopters are causing them to move away

          18   because of the sound?

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.

          20              Bobby.

          21   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          22              I believe that, with all the noise, that it does

          23   drive the animals to different areas.  I know our board, at

          24   our meetings, we've discussed this kind of stuff.  And with

          25   all the helicopters and mining, the noise I think does
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           1   cause an issue with making them move to different areas.

           2   Thank you.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

           4              Charlie.

           5   MR. INUARAK:             I don't want to be the only one

           6   asking questions, but I do have questions for you.  You

           7   mention you specifically notice that when they started

           8   mining in your area that the caribou changed their route,

           9   migration route.  And when you noticed that -- I mean, I'd

          10   like to know what you've noticed.

          11              Have you seen a vast number of caribou dying

          12   off?  Is there carcasses?  Do you think they're moving away

          13   because of the mining companies, or their habitat area is

          14   depleted and they are moving away to other area?  Do you

          15   think that, since they have moved somewhere else, different

          16   route, do you think they're in danger of extinction or

          17   extirpating to somewhere else?

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          19              George.

          20   MR. G. ANGOHIATOK:       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          21              In our observations at Contwoyto Lake, we stayed

          22   on an island -- there's a building there -- and our

          23   observations from that point was that the large number of

          24   caribou were moving to the west, a lot of them.  I mean,

          25   there wasn't just a hundred.  There was thousands and
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           1   thousands of them that there were moving to the west.  That

           2   road was a barrier that they would not cross.  We didn't

           3   observe any kind of caribou that were killed in great

           4   numbers.  It was just that they would not cross this

           5   barrier.  It was a barrier to them.  Quana.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, George.

           7              Any other questions from the Board?  Simeonie.

           8   MR. KEENAINAK:           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           9              And thank you very much for your presentation,

          10   George.  You actually saw with your own eyes the vast

          11   number of caribou that were migrating through your thing.

          12   So those mining companies, through your organization, have

          13   you discussed this with the mining companies or the people

          14   who built the roads?  Have you talked to the officials of

          15   those organizations or industry and let them know, this is

          16   what you're doing to our herd?  Have you talked to them?

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simeonie.

          18              George.

          19   MR. G. ANGOHIATOK:       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          20              Back in those days, I had just begun with the

          21   HTOs, and at the time, I became a chairperson of what back

          22   then was the Kitikmeot Hunters and Trappers Organization.

          23   And we discussed at length, at one of our meetings with the

          24   mine explorations, a process that they called IIBA, Inuit

          25   Impact and Benefits Agreement.
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           1              And I mentioned to them that there was a big

           2   change in the Bathurst herd that was not coming down

           3   through Bay Chimo and Bathurst and was a concern to us, and

           4   I mentioned that the IIBA was in place.  But because there

           5   was nothing written, nothing in written submission about

           6   our agreement, they just shook it off, and nothing ever

           7   came of that.  Quana.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, George.

           9              Simeonie.

          10   MR. KEENAINAK:           Qujannamiik.  Just a comment.

          11   That's always the same practice to this day.  When

          12   everything is orally presented or submitted, our government

          13   doesn't hold true our oral presentations or comments.  And

          14   the government will not include Inuit traditional knowledge

          15   if it was orally presented, and when it is submitted orally

          16   and not written, it's as though that these oral

          17   presentations are excluded, and there's considerations of

          18   the government because our tradition is an oral traditional

          19   for generations, that there is room for improvement.

          20              It has become obvious that there's room for

          21   improvement, and our Elders were saying that the Inuit

          22   survive on wildlife according to the Inuit traditional

          23   knowledge on survival and culture of working together, and

          24   this oral history and oral language should not be a

          25   deterrent to stop us from being involved in establishing
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           1   management systems.  And the other carnivores or cumulative

           2   effects like mining have never been blamed for anything

           3   except hunters.

           4              Thank you.  I just wanted to say that.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you for that comment,

           6   Simeonie.  Caleb.

           7   MR. SANGOYA:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           8              I know that there was a mine on Baffin Island.

           9   I'm just wondering if the same results have been observed

          10   that every 15 minutes the helicopters fly over.  From June

          11   to October they're always flying.  They always fly every 15

          12   minutes for 24 hours.

          13              And when they make the routes, the great big

          14   vehicles start going back and forth, and you cannot cross

          15   those roads, and it is difficult for the caribou to cross

          16   the roads.  Is that the case, too, here?  And I know -- 20

          17   mile -- on either side that that was built -- that can kill

          18   off the caribou.  Without consulting us the roads were

          19   made.  I'm just wondering if that is the case, too, here.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.

          21              George.

          22   MR. G. ANGOHIATOK:       Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23              I don't believe that the traffic -- or we have

          24   very few helicopters at the time.  This was at the end of

          25   the winter season, the winter road closure, there was no
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           1   more traffic on that road.  But, still, the caribou found

           2   that ice road, the high windrows from the snow was a

           3   barrier.  Like, it's probably from the smell, too, of the

           4   road, of the equipment driving through, I believe.  Thank

           5   you.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, George.

           7              Any other questions?  Charlie.

           8   MR. INUARAK:             There's lots of comments to be

           9   made, but I just want to make it clear.  On Baffin Island,

          10   when we were dealing with the caribou, there was a

          11   moratorium, and Inuit that have the knowledge, they were

          12   saying what they've seen.  And the local HTOs were also

          13   invited.  I just wanted information, that you can write to

          14   us as Board Members.  And I know that the correspondence

          15   that we get from Kugluktuk are going to assist us.  But if

          16   you want to make it more clear, you should write to the

          17   Board, make a submission to the Board, because we do deal

          18   with written submissions or letters, correspondence.  Thank

          19   you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie, for that

          21   comment.  Any other questions from the Board?  If not, any

          22   questions from NWMB staff?  Michael?

          23              The Government of Nunavut, any questions?

          24   MR. GISSING:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  No

          25   questions from us.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.

           2              Government of Northwest Territories?

           3   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           4              Lynda Yonge, Government of Northwest

           5   Territories.  No questions.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           7              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.  Simon, any

           8   questions?

           9   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          11   Board.  We don't have any questions at this moment.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          13              Kugluktuk HTO, Larry, any questions?

          14   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          15   MR. L. ADJUN:            Larry Adjun, chairman, HTO.

          16              Just another comment again that we will support

          17   Cambridge Bay in our endeavour to do the combined Bathurst

          18   Island management committee, and I will have one of my

          19   directors make a comment.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Go ahead, Jorgen.

          21   MR. BOLT:                Thank you there, Mr. Chair.  Thank

          22   you.  I just want to kind of add to the mine effects here.

          23              I've been fortunate enough to work as a wildlife

          24   technician with the Ekati Diamond Mine, and the Diavik

          25   Diamond Mine, and I did a lot of aerial surveys on a weekly
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           1   basis.  I worked there at the Ekati mine for a good eight

           2   years as a wildlife technician, as an environment

           3   technician.

           4              And they asked me a few times to -- they knew

           5   that I hunted that area quite extensively, and so they

           6   asked me to -- I don't know, how would you say --

           7   judge or -- because they were putting these crossings in

           8   place on the road which were affecting their migration

           9   route.

          10              I would drive down this Misery road, and my job

          11   was to see if the caribou were getting deflected from the

          12   road.  And you can see that some of the areas where the

          13   roads have been plowed, you can see that it was quite a

          14   barrier for them.  And so they were asking us or asking IQ,

          15   traditional knowledge, "How can we do this?"  So I said,

          16   "Well, we need to put some crossings in place," so they

          17   did.  But they didn't ask, Where do we put them?  They just

          18   kind of threw them all over the road there onto the road.

          19   Because the caribou are not going to say, oh, hey, guys,

          20   there's a crossing at kilometre 17.  Let's go check it out.

          21   The caribou are not going to say that.

          22              They need to find these traditional routes and

          23   then put their crossing.  And I've watched caribou come

          24   down.  The animals have the right-of-way at the mine site.

          25   And I watched caribou come through that mine site, through
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           1   these crossings, and I know how fast they go when they're

           2   moving through when they're heading to their wintering

           3   grounds, but these passages that they built for these

           4   caribou crossings were not sufficient enough.  The caribou

           5   were literally picking their way through these big sharp

           6   rocks.  Some of them getting cut, I believe, I'm sure.

           7   Some of them are razor sharp, and you can see them, it

           8   would take them all day.  For an area for them to go

           9   through, say, two or three miles, it's just going to take

          10   them a few minutes.  But when that barrier was there, it

          11   took them all day to pick through that crossing.

          12              Like, there's, I don't know, 4 or 5,000 one time

          13   I seen.  It took them all day, all day, all day trying to

          14   get through that crossing.  So I said, this is the wrong.

          15   The caribou don't go looking for the roughest part to

          16   cross.  They need to have a good smooth road, if you will.

          17   And so they said, okay, well, what do we need to do, then?

          18   Well, you need to make those crossings a little bit

          19   smaller, real smooth so the caribou just move right on

          20   through without any hesitation or anything like that.

          21              Then we tried to -- I don't know, how would you

          22   say -- mitigate some of the concerns that were on the mine

          23   site.  We tried to use traditional knowledge.  We used

          24   Inukshuks around the runways and stuff like that, but those

          25   are used only as when they're actually hunting.  You can't
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           1   just place a bunch of Inukshuks out there and expect the

           2   caribou to, say, oh, look, there's an Inukshuk.  Better go

           3   the other way.  It's not going to work like that.

           4              The only time they utilize those things is when

           5   actually the caribou come in, and then they start building

           6   these Inukshuks.  And so they tried to use these to deter

           7   caribou around the runway or whatever.  But I told them

           8   it's just a pile of rocks to the caribou.  You know?  They

           9   use these when they're actually hunting and the caribou are

          10   under stress and they get confused, and so they use them to

          11   drive them to the lakes where the men in kayaks wait with

          12   spears and bow and arrows.

          13              But just to come back to those crossings for

          14   those mines, they need to be -- like I said, these guys

          15   need to be informed where they're going to put these

          16   crossings, and they need to put them on traditional

          17   crossing routes, not just anywhere on the road.

          18              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

          20              Any other questions, comments from Kugluktuk?

          21   Larry.

          22   MR. L. ADJUN:            None, itsivautaaq.  Quana.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Bathurst Inlet HTO, any questions

          24   for Cambridge Bay?

          25   BATHURST INLET HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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           1   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Thank you,

           2   Ikaluktutiak.

           3              Just one quick question.  In your statement you

           4   said that, you're invited to some of the caribou meetings

           5   there.  As we all know, caribou is a big issue on the table

           6   now, and it has been and always will be for a while in the

           7   future.  Just wondering why you were not invited to some of

           8   the meetings.  Do you know the reason why?  Thank you.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          10              Bobby.

          11   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          12              I don't know, in the binder here you could see

          13   the previous meetings.  There was about ten.  We probably

          14   attended Bluenose ones, maybe.  There was never Bathurst.

          15   The first one we've attended was here in January.  This is

          16   the second one.

          17              It could be funding.  I have no idea why.  Maybe

          18   they didn't know that we're also affected.  It could be

          19   many -- couple reasons here, but maybe lack of knowledge

          20   that we also could be affected.  Like I said, it could be

          21   funding also.  I don't know.  Funding shouldn't stop us.

          22   We should also be invited, from my point of view.  Thank

          23   you.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          25              Sam.
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           1   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              That's the reason why I raised that question is,

           3   caribou is caribou, and we all live on it, and we all need

           4   to be all participating and help one another.  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           6              Bay Chimo HTO.  Peter, anything?

           7   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              No questions, but I'd like just to support all

           9   the comments and statements that they made.  Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          11              Elders.  Is there any Elders that would like to

          12   ask questions of Cambridge Bay HTO?  Sam.

          13   QUAJIMANILIIT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MR. S. ANGOHIATOK:       I just want to make a few

          15   comments.  As I listened to the discussions, I just wanted

          16   to make some comments.  The caribou discussions that went

          17   on, I wanted to make a few comments.

          18              As I've been here for years and the depletion

          19   issue, that's how they are as caribou.  They move around to

          20   different areas.  As a young man, for years I didn't see

          21   caribou.  The first time that I saw one, because at the

          22   time when we started travelling around the Contwoyto Lake

          23   area, there was no caribou.  Caribou started to come

          24   around.  They were more plentiful as years went by.

          25              And I've taken part in the flights where surveys
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           1   are done.  I've seen so many caribou.  Counting caribou,

           2   trying to count caribou, we're low, and the herd is huge.

           3   And once you get high, then it seems like they'd be

           4   difficult to count because there was no photography

           5   technology at the time.  I've seen these instances.

           6              Caribou are depleting, maybe.  Maybe wolves,

           7   because wolves eat them for food, the wolves, if they don't

           8   have much to eat.  And Inuit that go out on the land not

           9   knowing where to go.  Some of the wolves tend to be in

          10   packs, because when wolves are in this kind of situation,

          11   like, one has to be very careful around them because

          12   wolves, once they're hungry, then one needs to be very

          13   weary about getting close to them.  I've often come across

          14   these instances.  I came across some wolves, and one

          15   started following me, so I took off.  They're not afraid.

          16              I just wanted to make a few comments about some

          17   of my thoughts.  When I worked at Echo Bay, caribou in June

          18   and July were like a big white blanket on the land on the

          19   move.  That's what it seemed like.  I've seen that in the

          20   Echo Bay area.  I was in a vehicle all day because I drove

          21   heavy equipment at the time as part of my employment.

          22              We wanted to go fishing at times.  Once we were

          23   done our work during the day, we'd walk to the lake.  Once

          24   we got onto the lake, we started fishing through the ice

          25   where there was holes.  We never caught any fish.  I often
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           1   thought to myself, near our camp, heavy equipment go

           2   underground.  The miners are underground just underneath

           3   the buildings, and you can feel the vibrations when they're

           4   blowing the ore underneath the buildings.  That's where the

           5   mine was.

           6              I've heard the depletion of caribou.  That

           7   discussion's gone on for years now.  If it depletes, then

           8   it won't come back.  But they go to different areas.

           9   Because their food is depleting in one area, they move on

          10   to other areas to feed, and it takes them years to return.

          11   I just wanted to make a comment on these.

          12              Why are these -- like, wolves and grizzlies, why

          13   are they being protected, it seems?  Because many years ago

          14   before the guns were introduced, these animals that killed

          15   off the caribou or lived off the caribou were killed with a

          16   knife because of no guns at the time.  I've never tried

          17   that because, even though I have a gun now, still I have to

          18   be very leery about those kind of situations when I come

          19   across wolves and grizzlies.

          20              That's how to live.  We need our country food,

          21   too.  That's why people go out hunting.  And grizzlies are

          22   often killed because people want to eat them, too.  That is

          23   the way life was.  Those are the comments I want to make.

          24              To go and get country food, one needs to get

          25   out, and I've heard a lot of comments -- those are true --
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           1   as Inuit go out hunting.  In terms of the mining and the

           2   impact it has on wildlife, I'm not too sure.  I just wanted

           3   to make a few of these comments.  To hear some of the

           4   comments, those are right on.  They're true because they

           5   are speaking what they've lived, what they've experienced.

           6   Those are my comments.

           7              Flying over in an aircraft trying to count when,

           8   we're low, it's difficult to count, but once they're up

           9   higher, it's even harder because animals get very small.

          10   Picture taking was not available at the time.

          11              Thank you for those that are wanting to assist

          12   on this issue.  We, as Inuit, it is our traditional food.

          13   Caribou is a favourite food of not only the Inuit; of

          14   others, too.  Those are my thoughts, my comments to this

          15   moment.

          16              I thank you for your comments because of the

          17   things that you've thought about.  I'll close there.  Thank

          18   you.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.  Anything else?

          20              If not, next, NTI.  Paul or Bert, anything?

          21   MR. IRNGAUT:             Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          22              Paul Irngaut.  No comment.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you.

          24              KIA.  Geoff.

          25   MR. CLARK:               Mr. Chair, thank you.  We have no
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           1   questions.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           3              The North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin.

           4   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           5              We have no questions.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           7              Adventures Northwest Boyd.

           8   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           9              And no questions.  Just a comment that I hope

          10   that you're included at Bathurst advisory.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.  Any

          12   questions from the public for Cambridge Bay HTO?  I don't

          13   think there's any.

          14              Thank you very much, gentlemen, for your

          15   presentation.

          16              Okay.  We'll move on to the next intervener, I

          17   should say, and that's the Elders, Elders' committee and

          18   the Elders represented by the four HTOs.  And I think,

          19   Jorgen, you're going to lead this?  Or if you have anything

          20   to say or any Elder has anything to say or present to this

          21   Board, we would appreciate that be done now.

          22   QUAJIMANILIIT SUBMISSION

          23   MR. BOLT:                Okay.  Yeah maybe just to add on a

          24   few comments again.

          25              Like, I grew up at home, too, and just kind of
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           1   going back to Mary Kaniak's comments earlier on about --

           2   even some of the comments that some of people may have made

           3   that the wolves are a killing machine.

           4              I've hunted a few wolves back home.  I got a few

           5   wolves back home, do lots of hunting around Great Bear, up

           6   through there, and hunted with my dad a lot, lots of other

           7   men.

           8              And when there's a lot of caribou around, you

           9   can see -- me and my dad, we've come across dead caribou

          10   where only the tail had been pulled off, and the wolves are

          11   just checking for how healthy that animal is.  Just the

          12   tail is pulled off.  You could see it's still steaming.

          13   The caribou had just been killed.

          14              And you leave that, and you keep tracking those

          15   wolves.  Another mile or so, there's another dead caribou

          16   with only its tail pulled off.  And you can see that they

          17   just kind of nibble on it a bit, and then off again they

          18   go; go killing another caribou just to check to see how

          19   healthy is it and is it worthwhile eating.

          20              So I just kind of wanted to add to Mary's

          21   comments on finding all these dead caribou around on the

          22   tundra at times when she was inland.  So that kind of put

          23   more oomph into what I was going to say, I guess.  So

          24   that's all I have to say.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.
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           1              Peter.

           2   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              I grew up around Contwoyto Lake area.  The

           4   Bathurst herd was real big.  When they're migrating north,

           5   it used to shake the ground and everything, and you could

           6   see the land just moving.  That's how that herd was the

           7   biggest herd from the three herds.

           8              Anyways, in those days there was lots of bulls.

           9   Bulls used to be the last ones to migrate through going

          10   north and south.  In those days when we used to live up

          11   there, we used to rarely see grizzly bears.  Just once in a

          12   great while.  That's how it was.  Us people, we used to

          13   live off the land, they control the predators, the wolves

          14   and grizzly bears, you know, for subsistence and trapping

          15   and whatever.  Like I said, that's how it was controlled.

          16              Same thing with the caribous, certain species of

          17   what caribou you need to use.  I learned that.  And I

          18   observe caribou while growing up there.  During fall time,

          19   like I said yesterday, when the bulls are mating, they get

          20   so tired, and it's so easy for the wolverines and the

          21   grizzly bears to get them.

          22              And there's a few times I observed in my

          23   growing-up life with caribou, I used to see some golden

          24   eagles.  We get a lot of those golden eagles right around

          25   Kugluktuk and south around Contwoyto Lake and everything.
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           1   When caribou get a little far, and they just come out, and

           2   they just grab them, and that's how they get them.

           3              Like I said, it's not fair shooting off the

           4   bulls.  The bulls are the main breeders.  I'm always

           5   against that.  That's what's been happening from the

           6   beginning.  There was a lot of sport hunters and everything

           7   all over the north just killing off bulls, you know.  Now,

           8   I don't agree what GN, Northwest Territories, to get only

           9   bulls.  You want to kill off bull caribou; then to what it

          10   is now, what's happening?

          11              You know, like now, I go in and out lots south,

          12   west, and north.  Nowadays you can't see very much bulls on

          13   Bluenose in the Bathurst.  You rarely see them now.  Maybe

          14   that's the reason why the predators, when they're mating

          15   and whatever -- like I observe it -- they're killing off

          16   bulls, and I'm still against government enforcing to shoot

          17   only bulls.

          18              That's my comment.  Quana.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          20              Is there any other comments by any Elders or

          21   representation from Elders?  If not, those that spoke, we

          22   will go around the table for questions again.

          23              Is there any Board Members that have questions?

          24   Questions to the Elders that represented right now, Jorgen

          25   and Peter.

                                          428

           1   MR. SANGOYA:             Just comment.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Comment?  Go ahead, Caleb.

           3   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           4   MR. SANGOYA:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for

           5   giving them an opportunity, the Elders, because they know

           6   more than us because they've lived through it.  They were

           7   the managers before the government came around.  They've

           8   managed them well, so that's why we have caribou today

           9   because they were managing very well.  And their knowledge

          10   is different from the people that are here.

          11              So I just want to encourage them that the Inuit

          12   knowledge -- the government that will be the managers in

          13   the future -- to manage caribou using traditional knowledge

          14   is the best.  If the traditional knowledge were written

          15   down and if we start writing them down regarding when we're

          16   dealing with caribou, they should guide us when we make

          17   decisions.  Because they tried to run our affairs by the

          18   people that don't live here; they're just visitors here in

          19   our land.

          20              And that is the place, too, that the people from

          21   Greenland are saying, because when they live here for one

          22   year, they think they have more knowledge than the people

          23   that live here forever.  So I want to make that clear

          24   because that's how I grew up.

          25              You just estimate and think what you want to
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           1   think about.  And my grandfather would have slapped you on

           2   the face if you tried that on him.  Okay.  Inuit, let's be

           3   strong.  Thank you.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb for a comment.

           5              Larry, do you want to respond to that?

           6   MR. L. ADJUN:            Just a further comment, not to

           7   respond to it.

           8              Kugluktuk, from our area, from the mainland

           9   area, as you've heard from the Elders, our knowledge, our

          10   traditional knowledge, we'll state, it's a variety of

          11   issues that have driven this -- it's a cycle.  That's what

          12   it's always been told from the Elders.  It goes up, it goes

          13   down.

          14              So what we've got to do with the younger

          15   generation, we've got to work hand in hand using

          16   traditional knowledge and using the wildlife department,

          17   use scientific fact and traditional knowledge to make one

          18   known fact.  So we've got to combine both traditional

          19   knowledge and scientific fact to alleviate our issues with

          20   the caribou.  That's all I got to say.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              Any other comments or questions from the Board?

          23   Okay.  If not -- oh, Charlie.

          24   MR. INUARAK:             Perhaps I'll ask the Elders.  The

          25   Nunavut government and the GNWT regarding working on the
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           1   caribou.  They're saying that the caribou is declining.

           2   I'm asking you:  Will the Bathurst herd be returning?

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

           4              Peter.

           5   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           6              Yeah, they are declining pretty fast.  In the

           7   past, they used to go around close to Kugluktuk, and there

           8   used to be thousands of them.  In my travelling time and

           9   everything, I go in and out on the lands for the last eight

          10   years, I never harvested Bathurst caribou.  It is sad, but

          11   I think they're migrating further south into Yellowknife.

          12              That's my answer.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          14              Simeonie.

          15   MR. KEENAINAK:           My question is to the Elders.  We

          16   know the fox and the wolves, the predators.  And we see

          17   that they tend to have rabies or whatever.  I haven't seen

          18   the Baffin Region -- there hasn't been any rabies outbreak.

          19   When that is the case, the predators, they tend to die off

          20   from rabies.

          21              But the people from around here, I'm asking the

          22   people that the rabies epidemics, perhaps, do you feel that

          23   is the case, too, that the predators are increasing because

          24   there haven't been any rabies epidemics for many years?

          25   Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simeonie.

           2              Peter.

           3   MR. TAKTOGON:            Yeah, Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           4              Like I said, in the past, predators were

           5   controlled.  People used to live on the land.  Native

           6   peoples trap and whatever.

           7              And one more thing I forgot to make a comment.

           8   In the past, wolf population was so high in Contwoyto Lake

           9   they had to do wolf control one winter, maybe for a few

          10   years.  Anyways, they did a poisoning to kill them off,

          11   plus they did, no matter what time of year, even just the

          12   cubs go in the dens, and they had a wolf bounty for $40

          13   each.  That's what was done when the wolf population really

          14   climbed up in the past in Contwoyto Lake.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          16              David Igutsuq.

          17   MR. IGUTSAQ:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              I haven't heard, so I'm asking to the Elders.

          19   There's also people that go around to, I think it's on

          20   Victoria Island.  I've heard that there have been, back in

          21   the 1970s, that there were plenty of caribou, and they said

          22   there were bulls.  But nowadays I wonder, do you know if

          23   there were still lots of bulls around this camp on Victoria

          24   Island?  Thank you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.
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           1              Peter or Jorgen, can you answer that?  If not,

           2   it's okay.

           3   MR. TAKTOGON:            Sorry, I didn't understand that

           4   question.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  It looks like Peter's

           6   deferring it to Bobby at Cambridge Bay.  Go ahead.

           7   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              Is he talking about the outpost camp on Victoria

           9   Island?  Must be nugyuktok (phonetic) area.  It would be

          10   deferred back to you guys.  When I heard him say "outpost

          11   camp," I was figuring it was nugyuktok.  Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Go ahead, Jorgen.

          13   MR. BOLT:                Yeah, thanks there, Mr. Chair.

          14              That is what they're talking about here at

          15   nugyuktok, Richardson Island on the south end of Victoria

          16   Island.  Yeah, that's my dad's camp, and I was fortunate

          17   enough to hunt there a couple times in the fall.

          18              And, yeah, there is some bulls yet, but to what

          19   extent we're not really sure.  We haven't really been

          20   hunting down there as hard as we have in the past.  Like I

          21   said, we've been fortunate enough to hunt other herds, so

          22   it was not really critical for us to go down that far.  And

          23   so the main reason why I was down there in the fall is we

          24   were sport hunting down there, so I spent the fall down

          25   there a few times well into October.  And you can see lots
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           1   of caribou bulls down there.

           2              But just to get back to the question, yeah,

           3   there is some bulls yet, but I don't think they're in as

           4   great a number.  But like I said, we haven't really been

           5   hunting down there as hard as we did.  Not like before.

           6   Because people used to go down to Tuktutuk (phonetic),

           7   around through there, what we call Pin Three.  That's where

           8   they usually traditionally cross, too, and they do come

           9   around there.  But like I said, we haven't really put any

          10   stress on the Dolphin Union herd other than when they cross

          11   down the east coast of us about a hundred miles or so, and

          12   that's when we come out to hunt the Dolphin Union.

          13              Yeah, there's still a lot of bulls around, but

          14   I'm going to be honest, and say I'm not going to say 100

          15   percent sure that they're stable or increasing.  I'm just

          16   going to say that I've seen quite a few bulls around yet

          17   from the Dolphin Union herd.

          18              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

          20              Any other questions?  If not, staff, NWMB staff,

          21   any questions?  Michael, no?

          22              Okay.  Government of Nunavut?

          23   MR. GISSING:             No questions, Mr. Chair.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          25              Government of Northwest Territories?
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           1   MS. YONGE:               No questions, Mr. Chair.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           3              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, Simon?

           4   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

           5   questions.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           7              Kugluktuk HTO.

           8   MR. L. ADJUN:            Sorry, Your Honour -- Worship -- I

           9   need coffee.  No questions.  Quana, itsivautaaq.

          10   THE CHAIR:               I would have felt more comfortable

          11   if you had said "Mr. Minister."  Okay.  Thank you, Larry.

          12              Bathurst Inlet HTO, any questions?

          13   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          14   questions.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Bay Chimo HTO, Peter.

          16   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          17   questions.  Thank you.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Cambridge Bay HTO.

          19   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          20   questions.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          22              NTI.

          23   MR. IRNGAUT:             No questions.  Thank you.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          25              KIA any questions, Geoff?
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           1   MR. CLARK:               No questions, thanks.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           3              North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin.

           4   MR. SHIGA:               We have no questions.  Thank you,

           5   Mr. Chair.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           7              And Adventure Northwest.

           8   MR. WARNER:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  And thank

           9   you for the presentation.  No questions.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          11              Any questions from the public?  I don't think

          12   there is.  None.

          13              So we'll carry on.  Thank you very much for

          14   representing the Elders.

          15              We'll take a 15-minute break and take a coffee

          16   break.  Coffee's here.  Thank you.

          17   (ADJOURNMENT)

          18   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Can I have everybody get

          19   back to their places.  Thank you.

          20              All right.  Welcome back, we'll carry on.  So

          21   the next intervener is NTI.  Paul and Bert, would you like

          22   to make your presentation?

          23   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED SUBMISSION

          24   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          25              Paul was supposed to be on a plane today, so
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           1   he's kind of sad.  But I'll quickly go through, not so much

           2   a presentation.  But two letters were sent by NTI to the

           3   Board, and give a bit of an oral or verbal overview on some

           4   of the work we've done with the region.

           5              So thanks once again.  My name is Bert Dean.

           6   I'm with NTI's Wildlife and Environment Department based in

           7   Rankin Inlet.

           8              When we first heard about the concerns with

           9   caribou in this region, we tried to give support when and

          10   where we could to the regional wildlife board, as well as

          11   the HTOs.  I think, as you've heard and seen in some of the

          12   minutes, it can be a challenge at times.  If there's a

          13   turnover of delegates, either at the HTO chairperson or

          14   manager level or at the regional level, keeping track of

          15   all of these different herds, all of the different

          16   organizations, all of the different meetings can be

          17   difficult.  So when we heard that the NWMB was going to be

          18   doing a hearing on caribou, we knew it would be helpful for

          19   the communities to have an opportunity to participate in

          20   this process and make sure that their voices are heard.

          21              Initially, the hearing was going to be located

          22   in Yellowknife, probably more for logistical reasons and

          23   the fact that it is interjurisdictional.  But this was a

          24   concern to NTI, and we wrote a letter to the Board on April

          25   8, 2016, in regards to some concerns we had about the
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           1   hearing process and the location, as well as the fact that

           2   a TAH or a total allowable harvest was being proposed.

           3   Because, as per the Land Claim, it's not just the total

           4   allowable harvest; it's also the basic needs level.

           5              And what the basic needs level identifies is:

           6   What are Inuit basic needs for caribou?  And that's the

           7   priority.  So those were two points that were highlighted,

           8   and a copy of the letter is in the binder if people want

           9   more information or more detail.  But that was two of the

          10   points that we raised back in April requesting that these

          11   things be discussed a bit further or looked at.

          12              Ideally, the location for the public hearings we

          13   had requested for the Bathurst caribou be here in Cambridge

          14   Bay, and for the Bluenose East, because it's primarily

          15   Kugluktuk harvesting the Bluenose East herd, that that

          16   hearing be held in Kugluktuk.

          17              Based on that and conversations and then back

          18   and forth and different letters, KIA became more involved,

          19   as well, because they were hearing from their communities

          20   and constituents and probably especially because their

          21   offices are located here in Cambridge Bay and in Kugluktuk.

          22              And we sent a second letter in May, on May 12th,

          23   again providing support for KIA, and I guess NTI took a bit

          24   more of a back seat role because KIA took a much more

          25   active role in working with the regional wildlife board and
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           1   the hunters and trappers organizations from the communities

           2   to see if they could address this issue or the concerns

           3   that were coming up from the communities.

           4              And so our second letter on May 12th of 2016,

           5   emphasizes support for the KIA request to postpone the

           6   hearing on the Bluenose East caribou especially, but to

           7   look at postponing it until September, and also, the

           8   concern about the level of consultation.

           9              And we've heard a lot over the last couple of

          10   days about different meetings and workshops or

          11   opportunities, people have gotten together to try and talk

          12   about this issue.  But it's not just having a meeting.

          13   There's a lot of work, and I think that was identified

          14   earlier this week, as well.  There's a lot of work that has

          15   to accompany all of that to help the organizations, because

          16   capacity is a huge challenge for us.  Whether it's at the

          17   HTO level -- and Larry mentioned a turnover of staff -- or

          18   just having technical expertise to help you review some of

          19   the information or the documents and ask some of those

          20   tougher questions or hold things to a higher standard.

          21              So those are two letters and two or three areas,

          22   I guess, that NTI had raised.  They're not specific to the

          23   TAH or the TAH number, in this case, for Bathurst caribou.

          24   Because in one of the consultations, if you read through

          25   the documents in the binder, when there was a meeting about
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           1   a year or so ago, I think, year and a bit ago -- I should

           2   have looked for the date, I guess -- but I know Lisa Marie

           3   and other staff had met with Bathurst and Bay Chimo to talk

           4   about a potential TAH of 100.

           5              And as we've heard, the approximate harvest of

           6   Bathurst in Nunavut's been about 70 caribou a year.  So I

           7   think there was a genuine attempt to have those

           8   discussions, or to try and figure out how we could look at

           9   implementing the Land Claim and have a TAH established;

          10   have a number that wasn't controversial in the sense it

          11   was, you know, close to what the actual harvest might be.

          12              But when the updated survey results came in and

          13   then all of a sudden the concern about a TAH being at 100

          14   was too high, it got reduced down to 30.  That's when you

          15   could start to see people get their backs up a bit and, you

          16   know, what's going on?  And things are being forced a bit

          17   more.

          18              And again, I think it just emphasizes the

          19   importance to provide that support and that working

          20   relationship with the HTOs or the communities because, in

          21   our opinion, the biggest challenge we're going to have is

          22   implementing this; whether it's at the HTO level and

          23   working with their membership or whether it's at the

          24   government level and wildlife officers that have to monitor

          25   and enforce this TAH if it comes into place.  And I think
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           1   there's still quite a bit of work that needs to be done to

           2   figure out how to do that.

           3              So I won't go into the details of all the work

           4   KIA has done with the communities, but I think the fact

           5   that they've provided that outreach to look at some options

           6   or some things is a positive step and is one that NTI

           7   definitely supports.  And, again, our role will be more to

           8   ensure that Inuit rights, as per the Land Claim, are being

           9   respected.  There is a process, this public hearing

          10   process, not a written hearing or a hearing in a faraway

          11   place.  I mean, Connie was able to come and make a

          12   presentation today by stepping out of school for an hour.

          13   If we were meeting somewhere else other than Cambridge Bay,

          14   she wouldn't have been able to do that.  Some of the Elders

          15   that are here are able to participate because it's in their

          16   home community.

          17              So if we're calling it a public hearing, that's

          18   what it is, and I think Cambridge Bay and, hopefully, the

          19   delegates from Bathurst and Umingmaktok will benefit from

          20   this hearing this week, but I know in a couple of days

          21   we're going to hear concerns from Kugluktuk about that

          22   process or what's going to happen with Bluenose East

          23   caribou.

          24              And these herds -- whether it's Bathurst, the

          25   Bluenose East, or depending what happens with the Dolphin
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           1   Union caribou over the next few years -- they're all

           2   intertwined.  And if we want communities to support

           3   whatever management system we're trying to implement, they

           4   have to be a part of it, they have to understand it, they

           5   have to support it for it to work.  Because if they don't

           6   and it's pushed on them -- maybe we've had the hearings and

           7   we've done all this work and on paper we can say we've done

           8   our due diligence, but if people don't respect the process

           9   or don't feel that there's a genuine conservation concern,

          10   who knows how that will affect their decisions when it

          11   comes to harvesting.

          12              So I'll stop there.  And I'm sure Paul may want

          13   to add something, if I've missed something.  But I, again,

          14   just wanted to highlight those two letters that NTI sent

          15   and some of the work we've done to date.

          16              So thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Bert, for

          18   your information, presentation.

          19              So now we'll start off with questions, then, to

          20   NTI.

          21              Is there any questions from the Board?  Charlie.

          22   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          23   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              My question:  The recommendations from Nunavut

          25   and GNWT recommend the TAHs of 30 and, at that time, that
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           1   it would be bulls only.  And if they were concerning this

           2   sex-selected ratio, if they are only to harvest bulls and

           3   they accidentally harvest a female, according to the

           4   calculation, they will deplete that number, and if they had

           5   harvested over that amount of total allowable harvest, if

           6   it can be enforced and taken to court and they say, yes,

           7   they can.  So how are you going to implement that

           8   enforcement?

           9              Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          11              Bert.

          12   MR. DEAN:                Yeah, it won't be our job to

          13   enforce it; it will be the Government's job.  I mean, we'd

          14   work with communities, and as has been indicated, the bulk

          15   of the harvest right now on Bathurst caribou is happening

          16   in August and September; and if you're looking for big

          17   bulls in August and September, usually -- I don't know --

          18   Sam could answer better than I, but you're probably mostly

          19   killing bulls; right?

          20   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          21              Thank you for the question.

          22              I know we would be very concerned about

          23   over-harvesting because we support local HTO and regional

          24   wildlife boards.  We would have to look at all these

          25   management plans, especially enforcement, if there's too
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           1   many females over-harvested, that there's a possibility of

           2   taking them to court, and we would have to work with our

           3   Inuit to support them and protect them.  And I know we want

           4   to be able to put limitations.  But on the other hand, they

           5   need basic needs level to sustain themselves when they're

           6   harvesting for food to survive.  You don't want to take

           7   them to court when they're trying to survive.  So on that

           8   alone we would have to discuss this issue with the

           9   government if it's for basic needs level.

          10              And I can say that we would protect and support

          11   our Inuit because they're hunting for basic needs level to

          12   survive.  That is the case.  We have to work with the

          13   governments.  We have to hash out all these issues before

          14   we implement any type of enforcement positions.

          15              Thank you.  I hope that's clear.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          17              Charlie.

          18   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you very much for your

          19   answer.

          20              Last year there was -- we had to deal with

          21   Baffin Island caribou, and the Government of Nunavut

          22   recommended TAH of 60 for whole of Baffin Island initially.

          23   And your region also are requesting almost the same amount,

          24   and in the Baffin Region we had requested more than that.

          25   And I know the Minister of Environment will have the sole
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           1   authority to make the decision.  Are you going to be giving

           2   us any type of document or submission similar to GNWT

           3   information?

           4              Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

           6              Paul.

           7   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           8              And thank you, Charlie, for the question.

           9              If you look in the Baffin Region when we were

          10   doing the Baffin Island workshop, we completely supported

          11   our local HTOs and the Baffin Regional Wildlife Board.  And

          12   if you look at Coral Harbour caribou, Southampton Island

          13   caribou, we had stated that the basic needs level -- to not

          14   set a basic needs level and only deal with a total

          15   allowable harvest first, and that if they set up a TAH, all

          16   of that would be for all Inuit basic needs level.

          17              And you ask if we're going to be producing

          18   similar documents like we did for Baffin.  I can't really

          19   say at the moment whether we're going to be doing that, but

          20   if we are requested to do so from the local organizations,

          21   we can help, and I would have to refer to our president on

          22   that.

          23              I hope that answers the question.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          25              Simeonie.
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           1   MR. KEENAINAK:           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           2              I was going to ask that same thing like Charlie

           3   did.  Charlie already asked it.  I don't have any more

           4   guess.  Thank you.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  Any other questions

           6   from the Board?  If not, staff, any questions?  Michael?

           7   No?

           8              Okay.  Thank you, Government of Nunavut, any

           9   questions to NTI?

          10   MR. GISSING:             No questions, Thank you,

          11   Mr. Chairman.

          12   THE CHAIR:               GNWT, any questions, to NTI?

          13   GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          15              I just have a couple of questions about the

          16   basic needs level, and I apologize, this is my ignorance of

          17   the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.  Is the basic needs

          18   level established by community and by species or by

          19   community by herd?  Like, how was that established?

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          21   MS. YONGE:               It's clearly a good question.

          22   THE CHAIR:               NTI, you can defer if you want.

          23   MR. DEAN:                I'll ask for some help on this,

          24   but a quick overview just to try and explain it.

          25              When the Land Claim was first signed, a harvest
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           1   study was done, and that harvest study was a tool to help

           2   the Board establish what the basic needs levels would be

           3   for Inuit, whether it's caribou, fish, whales, whatever the

           4   case may be, and that sets the priority, priority needs.

           5              Harvest studies were done on a

           6   community-by-community level and multi-species, so I think

           7   it was comprehensive.  It covered everything.  It was done

           8   over a period of five years.

           9              So where it gets complicated, especially in this

          10   situation, is you have people originally from Bathurst,

          11   Umingmaktok, that have moved, as was mentioned, to

          12   Kugluktuk and to Cambridge.  You have people from different

          13   communities that travel to the same -- to the similar

          14   areas.  So how that would be administered or be approached,

          15   I don't know if the NWMB could explain it better or how

          16   they would look at it.  But in the previous meetings for

          17   Southampton Island -- example, Paul mentioned Coral

          18   Harbour -- no basic needs levels were set, and the same

          19   thing for Baffin Island.

          20              So we have yet to implement this part of the

          21   Claim, so there's a lot of new territory we're trying to

          22   sort out.

          23              And maybe coming back to Charlie and Simeonie's

          24   question or comments, we would have brought a lawyer and we

          25   could have brought a whole bunch of documents and spent
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           1   another couple of days talking about basic needs levels,

           2   and say this shouldn't happen until there's a basic needs

           3   level set.  But we're trying to work with the government,

           4   with the Board to get this system to work.

           5              The important point is it sets the priority.  So

           6   if the basic needs level for Bathurst caribou -- you'd have

           7   to figure out for the outpost camps, for Kugluktuk, for

           8   Cambridge -- what are those basic needs levels?

           9              And when a TAH is set, the Kitikmeot Regional

          10   Wildlife Board would have to decide, okay.  We have a TAH

          11   of, whether it's 30 or 100.  How are we going to divide it

          12   among our communities?  And one of the tools they would use

          13   was, what are the basic needs levels for Bathurst caribou

          14   for those outpost camps and those communities?

          15              So without that information from the harvest

          16   study or without the BNLs in place, it's a gap because what

          17   we figure is the balances are a lot higher than what the

          18   TAH will be.  So we know all, or we're expecting that all

          19   the TAH would go to Inuit, and that's where Paul's

          20   questioning was coming throughout the last couple of days.

          21              There would not be a surplus, and it's only when

          22   there's a surplus that other parts of the Claim start to

          23   kick in, in terms of allocating it, whether it's to

          24   non-Inuit residents or to sport hunts or commercial

          25   ventures or those sort of things.
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           1   MR. IRNGAUT:             And I'll just add:  If you ever

           2   come across an NLCA, I'm sure you can look at it, 5.6.19

           3   and 5.6.20 talk about setting up of a TAH or basic needs

           4   levels.  So those are the ones for everybody, they can look

           5   it up.  Thank you.

           6              Maybe Michael wants to add?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.  I think you

           8   explained that quite well, actually.

           9              But, Michael, are you fine with that?  Do you

          10   want to add, briefly?

          11   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I will

          12   be very brief.

          13              Yeah, there is a large history behind, and much

          14   controversy about, establishing basic needs levels.  We

          15   have disagreements between the NWMB and governments, both

          16   territorial and federal, as to what harvests are included

          17   in the basic needs level, and that's the main reason why

          18   basic needs levels haven't been established yet.

          19              But, very briefly, first of all, it is the NWMB

          20   that strikes basic needs levels.  What it does, ideally,

          21   under the Land Claim is it establishes a total allowable

          22   harvest.

          23              If it only applies to one community, it's a

          24   community total allowable harvest.  If it applies to more

          25   than one community, it's a regional total allowable

                                          449

           1   harvest.  So the NWMB makes that decision and then must

           2   turn to striking a basic needs level which attaches either

           3   to a community or a regional total allowable harvest.  And

           4   it's essentially looking at past harvest, through the

           5   harvest study and other kinds of harvests, and you follow a

           6   formula and you come up with a number.

           7              One of the challenges is that basic needs level,

           8   at least in Qallunatitut, implies a certain kind of a

           9   harvest.  People think it's a subsistence harvest or what

          10   you absolutely minimally need, and really, it's a term of

          11   art under the Land Claim, and it means something else; but

          12   it's a very, very important number for Inuit.

          13              So we're working with federal and territorial

          14   government.  The Southampton Island caribou hearing which

          15   will take place, we believe in 2016, will move this matter

          16   forward because it's all about the basic needs level for

          17   that caribou population.

          18              I'll leave it at that, Mr. Chairman.  Taima.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.

          20              Lynda.

          21   MS. YONGE:               Thank you.  And thank you for

          22   that.  I didn't realize I was wading into quite such deep

          23   waters.

          24              The other part of my question is, am I

          25   understanding correctly that there would then be a basic
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           1   needs level set for the Bathurst herd and possibly a basic

           2   needs level set for the Bluenose East herd, or would it be

           3   a basic needs level set for the community for caribou?

           4   Because that makes it also complicated.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           6              Bert.

           7   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           8              Thank you for that question, because that's the

           9   same question we have.

          10              When you look back at the harvest study, the

          11   information from Kugluktuk doesn't distinguish whether it

          12   was a Bathurst caribou or a Bluenose caribou or a Dolphin

          13   Union caribou; and things change over time.  The harvest

          14   study was done, I don't know, 20 years ago, 15 -- 15?  So,

          15   yeah, that makes this particular situation a bit more

          16   complicated on a technical level.

          17              But if you're sitting down with the community

          18   and approaching it, you know:  What does your community

          19   need for caribou?  And if you're looking at management

          20   options, which is, I think, something that's being proposed

          21   and talked about, there's tools you could use to address

          22   that.  And especially, because one of the questions we were

          23   asking Kugluktuk was:  When are you harvesting Bluenose

          24   East caribou?  When are you harvesting Bathurst?  If

          25   Kugluktuk is not harvesting Bathurst caribou, it's sort of
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           1   a moot point.  But if, all of a sudden, something unique

           2   comes up like this March or April where the collars of some

           3   Bathurst caribou show up in an area where people are

           4   hunting Dolphin Union caribou, it gets really complicated.

           5              And that's where we were.  Yeah, we're

           6   concerned.  If we don't put the time and effort to figure

           7   out all these different situations and how we're going to

           8   approach them, you're really at the mercy of, how is it

           9   going to be enforced?

          10              And I realize -- I mean, Charlie was asking that

          11   question earlier about a male and a female caribou.  My

          12   answer was kind of blunt because, if you're an enforcement

          13   officer, you have your regulations, and it's a pretty

          14   tricky area if you're trying to tell enforcement people who

          15   or what or when they should or shouldn't charge.  So it

          16   makes for it to be a really sensitive situation, and it can

          17   create some really hard feelings and divisions within the

          18   communities.  And a lot of the people are either related or

          19   from the community, and it's going to create, like, a lot

          20   of pressure.

          21              So there's got to be a well-thought-out plan,

          22   and if there is going to be an enforcement policy on what

          23   to do if male-female or if it is accidentally from one herd

          24   instead of another, we haven't heard about it yet.  It's

          25   something that we'll react to it again.  We're very much in
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           1   a reactive mode.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bert.

           3              Lynda.

           4   MS. YONGE:               Thank you very much, and thank you

           5   for the answers.  No further questions.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           7              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, Simon, any

           8   questions for NTI?

           9   KITIKMEOT REGIONAL WILDLIFE BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          10   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Simon Qingnaqtuq, chairperson of KRWB.  I have a

          12   question for NTI that is regarding the total allowable

          13   harvest that are being set by Bathurst caribou.  It's going

          14   to be different from the Baffin caribou.

          15              There's two governments.  We have to work with

          16   GNWT and GN.  The GN recommended that total allowable

          17   harvest that they're saying, if we're going to use that,

          18   will NTI be assisting the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board

          19   and the local HTOs in Ikaluktutiak, Bathurst, and

          20   Umingmaktok?

          21              Yeah, we have to follow the rules, management

          22   rules.  But here we will be asking your assistance from NTI

          23   so that the laws will be enforceable.  But us KRWB here,

          24   the GN's recommendation -- we don't all agree with it.  But

          25   if that was decided upon, would NTI be helping us?  Because
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           1   we're dealing with two different governments regarding the

           2   harvesting rights of Inuit.  They're different in GNWT and

           3   Nunavut.

           4              The Nunavut government recommended total

           5   allowable harvest.  As Inuit, we know we are more able to

           6   manage our wildlife better than the governments can.  You

           7   have to work with GNWT, but us Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           8   Board will want assistance from NTI.

           9              Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          11              Paul.

          12   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you.

          13              Thank you, Simon.  That was a good question.

          14              I know if we don't assist you, you're going to

          15   hit us with a whip.  We know we have to work with our

          16   Inuit.

          17              We all know that NTI always tries to assist the

          18   Inuit from the three different regions, the organizations,

          19   and the public, as long as they're beneficiaries of our

          20   Land Claims Agreement.  The Nunavut Wildlife Management

          21   Board was established through the Nunavut Land Claims

          22   Agreement, and the RWOs and the HTOs are there through the

          23   Land Claims Agreement.  They included in that Land Claims

          24   Agreement, and our Land Claims Agreement is protected by

          25   the convention, and they cannot be changed by any of the
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           1   governments that are around.  And because of that, we will

           2   try and assist the RWOs and also the local HTOs.

           3              Is that clear?  Thank you.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

           5              Simon.

           6   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Simon

           7   Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.  I don't

           8   have any more questions.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          10              Kugluktuk HTO, Larry?

          11   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          12   MR. L. ADJUN:            Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          13              Just to reiterate what Mr. Bert Dean stated, I

          14   have a letter emailed to me as chairman of the HTO from the

          15   Hamlet giving us a letter of support to have the meetings

          16   in Kugluktuk for the Bluenose East part.  I don't know if

          17   it's a little premature to say it now, but I will email it

          18   to Mr. E. Kan, and I'll do that tonight.  So just to let

          19   you know I have a letter of support from the Hamlet, and I

          20   will email it to you tonight.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you, Larry.  Any

          22   other questions from Kugluktuk HTO to NTI?  Jorgen?

          23   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              Just a quick question, actually.  I just wanted

          25   some clarification.  I just want to NTI's full capacity.
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           1              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

           3              Bert.

           4   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           5              Thank you Jorgen.  We have a Wildlife and

           6   Environment Department.  There's been some staff turnover.

           7   We have one biologist on staff, David Lee, who's worked on

           8   some of the surveys and been in the region and worked with

           9   staff from both the GNWT and GN on these surveys.  Paul is

          10   in the Iqaluit office, I'm in the Rankin office.  We are

          11   trying to staff up on a couple more positions, but it's

          12   limited.  There's not a lot there on a capacity level.  But

          13   as Paul mentioned, we'll provide as much support as we can

          14   to assist the HTOs and the RWOs.

          15              Having said that, a lot of the work we've been

          16   doing is been trying to get increased funding for the

          17   wildlife secretariat and improved funding for the HTOs and

          18   RWOs so that you're able to hire your own staff and so to

          19   more in your own regions and build up strength there.

          20              So when KIA stepped up and really assisted with

          21   this file, it was sort of a welcome bit of help because the

          22   staff are right there in Kugluktuk and can work with your

          23   HTO or with the regional wildlife board.

          24              So, I mean, we have a decent budget, we have

          25   staff, we can do as much as we can, but you know, we don't
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           1   have 20 or 30 people sort of standing in the wings waiting

           2   to come in.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Go ahead, Paul.

           4   MR. IRNGAUT:             Yeah, just to add that our role at

           5   NTI is to protect Inuit rights, your rights, and that's

           6   what we do.  We make sure that our rights are not being

           7   impeded, and we try and protect our rights as much as

           8   possible.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          10   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No further

          11   questions.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          13              Larry.

          14   MR. L. ADJUN:            No further questions from the HTO

          15   board.  I just want to apologize before.  Some of us do

          16   wear hats when we come to these meetings.  That's why I

          17   called you "Your Honour" earlier.  I am a hamlet

          18   councillor, along with one of our board of directors, Mr.

          19   Taktogon, so I do apologize.

          20   THE CHAIR:               No apology is needed at all.

          21              Bathurst Inlet HTO, then, any questions for NTI?

          22   BATHURST INLET HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          23   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              Thank you, NTI.  Yeah, my question I had was

          25   already raised and answered, but I thought I'd like to just
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           1   thank NTI for all the help and support that they have been

           2   giving Kitikmeot.  Thank you.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           4              Bay Chimo HTO, Peter, any questions?

           5   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           6              No questions.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           8              Cambridge Bay HTO any questions for NTI?

           9   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              No questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          12              Any questions for NTI from the Elders,

          13   representatives?  Okay.  No questions.

          14              Kitikmeot Inuit Association, is there any

          15   questions for NTI?

          16   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

          17   questions.

          18   THE CHAIR:               North Slave Métis Alliance, any

          19   questions, Shin?

          20   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

          21   questions.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          23              Adventures Northwest Limited, Boyd, any

          24   questions?

          25   MR. WARNER:              Thank you Mr. Chair.
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           1              And thank you for the presentation.  Very

           2   informative.  No questions.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

           4              Any questions from the public at large?  No

           5   questions.  Oh, maybe there is a question.  No?  Okay.

           6              All right.  So we'll move on, then, to the next

           7   presenter, which is Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  Geoff,

           8   the floor is yours -- or Attima.

           9   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION SUBMISSION

          10   MR. HADLARI:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              Thank you for inviting us to this table.  I'm

          12   just going to introduce Geoff.  He's going to be the one

          13   that's presenting the submission, and our legal counsel

          14   will be sitting here, as well, and I will be listening

          15   here.

          16              Go ahead, Geoff.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.  Geoff, go

          18   ahead.

          19   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          20              And thank you for the Board and everyone that's

          21   here.  We've had very thorough and good discussions over

          22   the last day and two-thirds already.  The Board has our

          23   submission that we made two, three, four weeks ago.  I

          24   can't remember how long it was.  So we're not going to go

          25   through that word for word, as you already have that
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           1   information and can review it at your leisure.

           2              So we will do a summary of our submission of, I

           3   think, the important matters, many of which have been

           4   discussed already, so in the interests of time, I'll try to

           5   be expedient.  Next slide, please.

           6              So the purpose of this presentation is to

           7   present a summary of KIA's views of the proposal for a

           8   total allowable harvest of 30 male caribou from the

           9   Bathurst herd requested by the Government of Nunavut to the

          10   Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.  Next slide, please.

          11              KIA is the regional Inuit association for the

          12   Kitikmeot Inuit.  KIA's mandate is to manage Kitikmeot

          13   Inuit lands and resources and to protect and promote Inuit

          14   social, cultural, political, environmental, and economic

          15   wellbeing.  KIA is the owner of 100,000 square kilometres

          16   of land, some of which is important caribou habit.  Can you

          17   advance the slide, please.  Thank you.

          18              And KIA applied for and was granted party status

          19   to these proceedings on May 17th.

          20              So as a background to KIA's submission, we

          21   became aware of this formal proposal to the Nunavut

          22   Wildlife Management Board around mid-April, and we quickly

          23   met with the Kugluktuk HTO chair to ask if there was

          24   adequate consultation and if they'd worked through other

          25   alternatives; and the answer was no.  And so we advised
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           1   that we'd be willing to help the Kugluktuk HTO if they

           2   requested support, and at a future meeting there was a

           3   request for support.

           4              The same thing happened.  It was a different

           5   forum; it was actually the NIRB hearing for the Sabina Back

           6   River project where the KRWB chair, the chair of the

           7   Ikaluktutiak HTO, and the Kugluktuk HTO, and Sam and Peter

           8   Kapolak were all present.  And we met again and advised

           9   them of this TAH proposal and advised that, if they asked

          10   for assistance, the KIA would be prepared to help them.  We

          11   also asked them the questions again if they had been

          12   consulted, and the answer was no, and if an alternative to

          13   TAH had been developed, and there was no alternative.

          14              So we recognized that there would need to be a

          15   lot of preparation in advance of the Nunavut Wildlife

          16   Management Board hearing and that there was not a lot of

          17   time available, given the schedule where we were busy with

          18   two NIRB reviews, and we also had a KIA board meeting

          19   within that about four-week, four-and-a-half-week period

          20   for preparing a submission.

          21              So KIA requested an adjournment to get better

          22   prepared, and that was denied by the Nunavut Wildlife

          23   Management Board.  And we also requested that the GN

          24   withdraw their proposal to allow for more time to get

          25   prepared, and there was no response from the Government of
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           1   Nunavut.  Next slide, please.

           2              So KIA's position on the total allowable harvest

           3   proposal, first and for most, establishing a total

           4   allowable harvest is an important transfer of power from

           5   Inuit and from the HTOs to government over harvesting when

           6   a total allowable harvest is imposed.

           7              KIA opposes the proposal for the GN total

           8   allowable harvest, and the reasons are that it appears

           9   there's been a consultation failure by the GN on the

          10   specific TAH proposal, and it does not appear that GN has

          11   worked with the west Kitikmeot hunters and trappers

          12   organizations to establish management systems under the

          13   NLCA Article 5.7.3 to avoid the TAH proposal.  Next slide,

          14   please.

          15              KIA, through board resolution, opposed the TAH

          16   proposal and also supported the west Kitikmeot and HTOs in

          17   developing an alternative to a TAH.  And the KIA supports

          18   the west Kitikmeot HTOs' plans to develop an HTO-controlled

          19   alternative to a TAH for Bathurst caribou.

          20              Because it requires coordination amongst four

          21   HTOs and the schedules of -- we had appointed or, I guess,

          22   delegated a committee of representatives from the HTOs, and

          23   there was a lead from the HTOs for KIA to work with; but

          24   due to the short time period allowed by the Nunavut

          25   Wildlife Management Board and the schedules of the
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           1   respective individuals, we did not have time to discuss and

           2   prepare an alternate plan that would be controlled by the

           3   HTOs.

           4              And we'd like to note that there's precedent for

           5   alternatives to a TAH.  And the precedents include,

           6   specifically for Bluenose East caribou, the community of

           7   Dèline has developed a plan -- I don't believe it's been

           8   formally approved yet, or not.  I don't know where it is in

           9   that process, but they've developed a plan to have

          10   community control over the Bluenose East harvest.  And as

          11   the Board will see, possibly tomorrow, the plan that the

          12   Kugluktuk HTO has developed to manage the Bluenose East

          13   harvest.  Next slide, please.

          14              So in regards to the GN consultation, we were

          15   provided, early on, a table with ten meetings, ten dates of

          16   meetings over a couple of years.  There were -- and we

          17   don't deny that those meetings did not happen (verbatim).

          18   We're certain that they did happen.  But nine of the ten

          19   are not in relation to the specific TAH proposal that's

          20   currently considered by the Nunavut Wildlife Management

          21   Board.  In fact, nine of the ten occurred prior to the

          22   specific proposal being prepared and submitted.

          23              Three of the ten didn't have documentation in

          24   the records, so we could not review that to see

          25   specifically what was discussed, but they were very early
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           1   on in 2014, or thereabouts.  So it's probably impossible

           2   that it would have included anything about the current TAH

           3   of 30 male caribou for the Bathurst herd.

           4              And further, two of the ten in that list were

           5   meetings held in the Northwest Territories and led by the

           6   Government of Northwest Territories, in which the

           7   Government of Nunavut was a participant.  So those

           8   obviously couldn't be considered a GN consultation.

           9              There was a meeting January 14th-15th, 2016, and

          10   I can personally attest to that as a fact because I was in

          11   Cambridge Bay at a KIA board meeting that same week, and so

          12   I knew that there was a GN representatives and HTO members

          13   and others here.

          14              The document that we see that's been filed to

          15   the Board is listed also a draft, so it's a little

          16   confusing as to whether that's the final consultation

          17   summary.  We're also confused -- it's the second or third

          18   page, but it says this document doesn't necessarily

          19   represent the GN, and that is of concern to KIA.

          20              The minutes to this meeting that that were

          21   submitted, as well, did not have a clear agenda about a

          22   TAH.  If you look at the purposes of the meeting, there are

          23   four bullets, and the first, I think, three of the four are

          24   about understanding and working together and things like

          25   that; and then the very last bullet was something about a
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           1   TAH.  So it wasn't like this meeting is about consultation.

           2   We're going to put a TAH of 30, and we want to hear your

           3   views.  It was clear from the minutes and the consultation

           4   summary that that's not how the meeting rolled out.

           5              Also, it didn't appear that there was any clear

           6   discussion about the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and, in

           7   particular, NLCA Article 5.7.3 and alternatives for the

           8   community or for the HTO to control the management of

           9   harvest.

          10              There was general conversations about predators

          11   and so, but there was no real attempt to sit down and say:

          12   What's the alternative before a TAH, and how can we work

          13   with you to get that done?  And there was also some

          14   internal inconsistency with the meeting minutes in regards

          15   to what is in the consultation summary.  Next slide,

          16   please.

          17              Section 3.5 of the consultation summary

          18   regarding accommodation of the HTO input received said:

          19   There's little accommodation to be made on the TAH

          20   recommendations as they are based on biological facts;

          21   however, there are additional issues that were consistent

          22   throughout the meeting on which there is room for

          23   additional actions.

          24              The GN suggestions that the DoE conclusion that

          25   a TAH is needed because of the biological facts is narrow
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           1   and shortsighted.  The conclusion is inconsistent with the

           2   Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and jurisprudence which

           3   applies when government or an institution of public

           4   government like the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

           5   proposes to restrict Inuit harvesting rights.

           6              One of the obvious effects of the establishment

           7   of a TAH is local control of harvesting is eliminated.  In

           8   KIA's submission, this is not necessary because other valid

           9   alternatives have not been considered or tested.  The NLCA

          10   provides guidance in this situation, and NLCA 5.3.3 says:

          11   "The decisions of the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board or

          12   a minister made in relation to Part 6 shall restrict or

          13   limit Inuit harvesting only to the extent necessary."  And

          14   "(a), to effect a valid conservation purpose."  Next slide,

          15   please.

          16              This provision mirrors the jurisprudence which

          17   provides other description of what is required of

          18   government when it imposes, infringes aboriginal rights.

          19   Within the analysis of justification, there are further

          20   questions to be addressed depending on the circumstances of

          21   the inquiry.  These include the question of whether there

          22   has been as little infringement as possible in order to

          23   effect the desired result, whether in a situation of

          24   expropriation fair compensation is available, and whether

          25   the Aboriginal group in question has been consulted with
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           1   respect to the conservation measure being implemented.

           2   Next slide, please.

           3              There appears to be no issue in this matter

           4   about the requirements for consultation of the west

           5   Kitikmeot HTOs.  Case law makes it abundantly clear that

           6   such consultation is required in a land claims context.

           7   KIA submits that the law is clear.  The GN DoE must consult

           8   about the actual activity which it proposes and which will

           9   infringe on Section 35 rights of west Kitikmeot HTO

          10   members.  KIA suggests that there's an important difference

          11   between the general and ongoing information efforts of the

          12   Department of Environment which we acknowledge the

          13   Government of Nunavut Department of Environment has done a

          14   good job of that, of sharing information with the HTOs.

          15   There is an important difference between that and

          16   consultation which is required by law once government

          17   proposes a specific restriction on an Aboriginal right.

          18              We submit that the consultation meetings in 2014

          19   could not speak to this specific proposal by the Government

          20   of Nunavut and certainly couldn't constitute consultation

          21   about this proposed TAH.

          22              Likewise, the January and February 2015

          23   meetings, which talked about generalities of a possible

          24   Bathurst TAH of 100, could not be consultation on the

          25   current proposal of 30 for the TAH.
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           1              Only the January 2016 meeting addressed the

           2   proposed TAH, and it was the first time that that specific

           3   intent to infringe west Kitikmeot HTO harvesting rights was

           4   discussed, and it appears that no consensus was reached on

           5   that proposed TAH.

           6              The GN filed its submission to the Nunavut

           7   Wildlife Management Board for the TAH of 30 bulls in

           8   February of 2016, and the GN has an obligation to consult

           9   about the actual restrictions that it proposes.  There's

          10   evidence of the west Kitikmeot HTOs' willingness to work on

          11   a locally based harvest management framework, and it goes

          12   back to 2014 and beyond and is clear from the GN's own

          13   meeting reports where the HTOs say that they will reduce

          14   their harvest if they are asked and it's required.  It

          15   didn't say that they'll accept the TAH.  Next slide,

          16   please.

          17              Further, there isn't any concrete evidence of

          18   the GN working through NLCA 5.7.3 option as an alternative

          19   to a TAH.  What we see here is a wildlife management

          20   concern being addressed and the government jumping from a

          21   concern, past HTO rights to manage their harvest, to a TAH

          22   proposal.  The west Kitikmeot hunters and trappers

          23   organizations clearly have the power to regulate, allocate,

          24   and enforce harvesting, of its own members, and that's

          25   found in 5.7.3 of the NLCA in (a), (b), and (c).
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           1              And a west Kitikmeot HTO-controlled alternative

           2   for a TAH for the Bathurst herd has not yet been developed

           3   or tested, although there seems to be a strong commitment

           4   amongst the HTOs to want to do that.  And the KIA board has

           5   indicated it is willing to assist, as needed, to help get

           6   there.  Next slide, please.

           7              There's no reason to believe that the west

           8   Kitikmeot HTOs cannot implement management tools to protect

           9   the Bathurst herd by using their NLCA rights and remain in

          10   control of their resources.

          11              The GN has done a good job of providing

          12   information to the HTOs; however, with the specific TAH

          13   proposal based on not only the information that the GN has

          14   presented, but from what the HTO and the KRWB

          15   representatives have consistently told KIA, the GN has

          16   failed to consult the HTOs on the specific TAH.  The GN

          17   accommodation to avoid a TAH through assisting the HTOs or

          18   working with the HTOs to implement their NLCA 5.7.3 rights

          19   has been inadequate, and more is required of the GN in this

          20   regard, and the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board must rule

          21   accordingly.  Next slide, please.

          22              So the recommendations to the Nunavut Wildlife

          23   Management Board.  The KIA is not debating whether or not

          24   there's a conservation concern with the Bathurst caribou

          25   herd.  Scientific evidence is clear, what we've heard from
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           1   Inuit is clear that the numbers seem to be down.

           2              The recommendation is that the west Kitikmeot

           3   HTOs must be provided adequate time to develop an

           4   alternative to a total allowable harvest, which is a

           5   Nunavut Land Claims Agreement right.  I believe that the GN

           6   Department of Environment and the west Kitikmeot HTOs

           7   should collaborate and the GN should provide assistance as

           8   required to develop an Article 5.7.3 alternative to a total

           9   allowable harvest.

          10              Another recommendation is that the GN must begin

          11   meaningful consultation and seek accommodation to this TAH

          12   alternative -- not to the current TAH proposal, but to the

          13   alternative to a TAH.  And the GN and Nunavut Wildlife

          14   Management Board must fund the west Kitikmeot HTOs

          15   appropriately to do this.

          16              And, lastly, there's a slide of a caribou up for

          17   you.  We thought we'd ask if you can tell if it's an Ahiak

          18   or Beverly or Bathurst.  It's an interesting question in

          19   this whole matter.

          20              Quana and taima.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Geoff.  And

          22   that concludes KIA's presentation?  Thank you very much.

          23              All right.  With that, is there any questions

          24   from the Board?  Caleb.

          25   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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           1   MR. SANGOYA:             It is not much of -- but I have a

           2   question, but you didn't mention it.

           3              Because we are divided on Baffin Island, we have

           4   seen it when we were told to have 35 total allowable

           5   harvest, and I know because I'm an Anglican minister.  I

           6   saw from the Elders; because that person was living off

           7   caribou, and because he was so used to eating caribou, the

           8   herd, the diet changed so much that whatever she ate or he

           9   ate was vomiting it up.

          10              And I know that there was three students.  I

          11   also went to see them.  If they're not going to eat what

          12   they're used to, they didn't want to go to school anymore.

          13              And, also, I was told -- perhaps you will

          14   realize this, too -- that in Nunavut.  There is too much

          15   suicide in Nunavut, more so than all across Canada.

          16   Because it was mentioned that we have to teach them while

          17   they're young.  If that's going to be taken away by the

          18   government, the suicide attempts got higher when the rights

          19   were taken away by the government.  Have you considered

          20   that?  Because we saw that.

          21              Have you seen this, too?  Thank you.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.

          23              Geoff.

          24   MR. CLARK:               Thank you for the question.

          25              KIA has been largely staying out of the
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           1   conversation about caribou management and allowing the

           2   Government of Nunavut and the HTOs to work together.  Once

           3   there was a line crossed that affected Inuit rights, in

           4   terms of transferring power from Inuit to the government

           5   regarding the management of the harvest of the Bathurst

           6   caribou, KIA got involved, mostly from a legal and NLCA

           7   perspective.

           8              We know there are many social issues and that

           9   there is strong cultural attachment to the land and to

          10   harvesting, but KIA has not gotten involved specifically in

          11   our work with the HTOs on this specific matter to talk

          12   about the social or economic, socioeconomic or cultural

          13   costs of this TAH proposal.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          15              Caleb.

          16   MR. SANGOYA:             Mr. Chairman, I want to mention

          17   that the people that are going to be before the courts are

          18   the ones that are more suicidal, and I know already in my

          19   community there are 30 people in my community, and one of

          20   them committed suicide, and I want you to realize that

          21   because you are representing Inuit.

          22              Thank you.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Is there any other questions?

          24   Paul, do you want to speak?  Go ahead.

          25   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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           1              Thank you for the question.  Paul Emingak,

           2   Executive Director for the Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

           3              We do have a social development department

           4   similar to Kitikmeot and Kivalliq Inuit Association, and we

           5   work together with those RIAs and, as well, with NTI and

           6   with GN to, you know, come up with, hopefully, solutions

           7   to, you know, the epidemic of suicide in the communities

           8   across Nunavut.

           9              In terms of our strategy on suicide, yes, it's a

          10   big issue in our region, as well, in our communities, and

          11   there's so much we as KIA can do.  We try work with other

          12   agencies, the GN and others in the community to, come up

          13   with a strategy to do suicide prevention.  And we

          14   understand, you know, there are people or Inuit

          15   beneficiaries that do need help, whether it be if they're

          16   facing court charges or incarceration or any type of mental

          17   illness that they're going through.

          18              And we understand that, you know, any type of

          19   impact on our society such as Inuit, if they lose a way of

          20   life in terms of their hunting rights or TAH or total

          21   allowable harvest that's imposed by governments, that's a

          22   total impact on a community.  So, you know, we are prepared

          23   to work with HTOs and the regional wildlife board, as well,

          24   you know, anyone that's willing to assist on impacts that

          25   may come.
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           1              So that's a bit of information I'm providing.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Paul.

           3              Caleb.

           4   MR. SANGOYA:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           5              I think it has to be considered in our

           6   processes, and we already know that when there was whales

           7   stuck in Pond Inlet -- whales were stuck in Pond Inlet.  We

           8   know that there was no social ills goes on, there was a lot

           9   of Inuit going out to help humanely harvest that group of

          10   particular narwhals.  There was no criminal activity going

          11   on.  Nobody was going to the health centre complaining

          12   about illnesses throughout the whole process of harvesting

          13   those narwhals.  So it does have an effect on the human

          14   factor.

          15              Thank you for your presentation.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Caleb.  David.

          17   MR. KRITTERDLIK:         Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Board Member for NWMB.  We're going to have to

          19   be making decisions on the matter sooner or later --

          20   hopefully sooner -- but with that information that we've

          21   been hearing, we're going to have to come together, come up

          22   with something.  But we have already heard from Kitikmeot

          23   and regional wildlife organizations and local HTOs that

          24   they are not supporting the proposal and that they are

          25   planning to work together to come up with an alternative,
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           1   and I'm assuming that KIA will also be supporting their

           2   local wildlife organizations looking for solution to this

           3   situation.  Thank you.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.  I think that

           5   was more of a comment unless you want to add to that.

           6   Okay, Charlie.

           7   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           8              Charlie Inuarak, Pond Inlet, NWMB.  I don't know

           9   if maybe perhaps I should ask this to Kitikmeot Wildlife

          10   Management Board, but I thought about this after the fact.

          11   Qingnaqtuq already asked about this.  They have made some

          12   preparation for management systems or plans, and they're

          13   not done yet and haven't been submitted.

          14              So I would like to see some sort of draft of

          15   your proposed management plan on Bathurst caribou at the

          16   community level, and I'm sure that you're not aware of this

          17   proposed management system as a KIA.  Maybe they've been

          18   talking about it with the regional wildlife board.  But are

          19   you aware?  Are you going to help them to prepare for these

          20   management plans according to the NLCA?  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          22              Geoff.

          23   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          24              So KIA has been communicating and coordinating

          25   with the west Kitikmeot HTOs and the KRWB regarding an
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           1   HTO-based caribou management plan for the Bathurst herd.

           2   As stated earlier, we haven't had a chance to have, for

           3   example, the five hours of meetings over three separate

           4   occasions that we've had with the Kugluktuk HTO due to

           5   logical constraints and time constraints imposed by the

           6   Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.

           7              There have been discussions, there have be ideas

           8   floated, but it would be premature for me to speak to what

           9   those management options and alternatives are until we have

          10   more discussion with the west Kitikmeot HTOs.

          11              I think you mentioned that it would be nice to

          12   see a draft plan.  Our intent of requesting an adjournment

          13   was so that we would have that draft plan available to you,

          14   but the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board denied that

          15   adjournment.

          16              But we are involved in conversation.  They did

          17   request support, so we are providing support, and the KI

          18   board has offered support to develop an alternative plan.

          19              And I think that's what I can say to answer your

          20   question.  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          22              Any other questions from the Board?  Simeonie.

          23   MR. KEENAINAK:           Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          24              Not a question, but I'd like to say something,

          25   as well, towards the end of our public hearing.  I'm sure
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           1   we are all aware if we practice our real Inuit tradition,

           2   hunters hunting practices, if they're confused about

           3   hunting practices we would seek advice from our Elders.  I

           4   would encourage you to do that.  That's our Inuit way:

           5   Seek advice from our Elders if we are not sure of

           6   something.

           7              But this day and age, we've this totally foreign

           8   way of dealing with things.  It's totally new to us.  It's

           9   all in the issues and systems, procedural systems that are

          10   really foreign and new that we have to learn in the process

          11   of trying to decide for Inuit.  And I'm sure in the future

          12   our next generations will look back on us and say:  Why did

          13   they agree to this?  Why did they make this mistake?

          14   Because it's so confusing, because it's not our culture, or

          15   it's not our tradition, although that is the case, to the

          16   best of our knowledge and our sensibility and wisdom, we

          17   should decide as hunters because we have the knowledge.

          18   When we need to make decisions for our Inuit, we will make

          19   decisions.

          20              And we have to keep in mind that traditional

          21   hunting practices are different, our equipment are

          22   different, our rifles and transportation is different; and

          23   that in turn can also contribute to the past way of hunting

          24   and decrease in numbers.  Although we know we need the

          25   basic needs level for food to sustain ourselves, we also
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           1   have to realize that we have no traditional knowledge on

           2   how to use this modern technology, and these are so new,

           3   technology and technical thought process that is so new.

           4   We have no way of trying to get advice from our Elders

           5   because these are foreign techniques and methods.  So keep

           6   that in mind in the Kitikmeot area.

           7              Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you for those comments,

           9   Simeonie.

          10              Paul.

          11   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you.  Thank you, Simeonie,

          12   for the comments.

          13              Just a quick overview on what KIA does, in terms

          14   of what Simeonie was talking about.  We do have a new

          15   initiatives fund that the board allocates to each of the

          16   communities in the region, whether it be for language,

          17   cultural, Elders, youth, sports, whatnot.  The monies come

          18   from the Inuit benefit agreements that are negotiated with

          19   KIA and industry and others.  And any beneficiary, any

          20   community can access through an application what type of

          21   program they want to do in the community, whether it be

          22   tool making, sewing, set making, whatnot, or hunting

          23   traditional practices, that sort of thing.

          24              And it's up to the community to decide, you

          25   know, how they want to run the program through an
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           1   application process, and we have a committee of a board

           2   that reviews the applications and provides the funding to

           3   communities for such programs.  And we are just one entity

           4   that can, you know, try and help our beneficiaries.  There

           5   are others.  There's GN, there's the federal government,

           6   and our organization tries to access those funding from

           7   various governments and agencies to assist also in program

           8   delivery.

           9              So, you know, we are trying, and we're just one

          10   organization that is trying to assist.  Thank you.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Paul.

          12              Okay.  No other questions from the Board?

          13   Staff?  Michael.

          14   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          15              I've got two matters I want to bring up with

          16   you, and, really, I guess to start I just want to clarify

          17   things.  Can you go back to I think it would be your

          18   second-last slide.  It's the one that refers to -- yes,

          19   number 5 there.  "GN and NWMB must fund the western

          20   Kitikmeot HTOs appropriately to undertake these actions."

          21              And I'm not sure if KIA is -- and I'm not

          22   speaking for the GN, but for the NWMB.  KIA may be basing

          23   that upon a section in Article 5 -- I think it's 5.7.13 --

          24   which says that adequate funding for the operation of HTOs

          25   and RWOs shall be provided by the NWMB.
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           1              I want to give you a bit more of an explanation.

           2   HTOs and RWOs are Inuit organizations.  The NWMB is an

           3   institution of public government, and all of our funding

           4   flows from the Government of Canada and is decided upon for

           5   implementation planning periods, so ten-year periods.

           6              And the NWMB has been a champion, since the

           7   establishment of the Land Claims Agreement, for adequate

           8   funding of RWOs and HTOs to be able to carry out their

           9   responsibility under 5.7.3 and 5.7.6 of the Land Claims

          10   Agreement.  But the decision-makers for that funding or the

          11   decisions for levels of funding are negotiated by the

          12   representatives of Inuit, NTI, and by the federal

          13   government, and the Government of Nunavut.  NWMB's funding

          14   is separate.

          15              So when the NWMB provides funding to the RWOs

          16   and HTOs, that is what has been worked out by the parties

          17   to the Land Claims Agreement.  And NWMB's funding is for

          18   its own operations and, you know, it's tight, but the Board

          19   is a frugal board and carries on.

          20              So I'm just concerned that you seem to be

          21   indicating that the NWMB must find funding for the HTOs to

          22   carry out their responsibilities or projects that flow from

          23   their authorities and responsibilities under the Land

          24   Claims Agreement; and if that is so, then I do have a

          25   disagreement with you.  I don't think that that is what the
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           1   Land Claim requires.  I think we would run into all kinds

           2   of problems if, in fact, the NWMB did not have certainty

           3   about what its funding is and might have to come up with,

           4   you know, potentially quite large sums of money because of

           5   a project, however worthy, that an HTO or RWO would take

           6   on.

           7              So I just want to get your take on that and see

           8   if we are in some kind of disagreement here.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.

          10              Geoff.

          11   MR. CLARK:               So our reference to that was

          12   5.7.13 of the NLCA regarding funding, and so I suppose we

          13   do have a disagreement, then.  And we state that in order

          14   to put some pressure on the Nunavut Wildlife Management

          15   Board to assure that the HTOs have the proper capacity to

          16   deal with the issues so that when they come before the

          17   Board that they're able to meet your needs and that KIA

          18   doesn't need to intervene like we have in this

          19   circumstance.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          21              Michael.

          22   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23              I know you sit on the board of NTI, and as far

          24   as I am aware -- maybe I'll have more surprises -- because

          25   we have talked to NTI, to the Government of Canada, to the
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           1   Nunavut Implementation Panel many times over all these

           2   years regarding these matters and the interpretation of

           3   5.7.13 and so on, and as far as I am aware, NTI is in

           4   agreement with the NWMB and has supported us in our

           5   arguments to the Nunavut Implementation Panel.

           6              So I guess we can leave it at that.  We are in

           7   disagreement, but I invite you to talk to your colleagues

           8   at NTI, and we'll see where it goes from there.

           9              Mr. Chair, I have one other matter, more of a

          10   clarification at this point.

          11              I'm not sure where it is in your PowerPoint

          12   presentation.  It seemed to be around the middle, but it

          13   was an indication after you had kind of gone through your

          14   consultation analysis you turned to section 5.3.3.  And

          15   what has to be done prior to the consideration of the

          16   establishment of a total allowable harvest, and this is

          17   what I understand, looking at that.  I couldn't really find

          18   it in your longer submission, but again, I was kind of

          19   scrambling to look for it so I may have missed it.

          20              My impression is that it appeared to indicate

          21   that section 5.3.3 requires that the consideration of the

          22   establishment of a total allowable harvest by the NWMB is

          23   conditional upon first undertaking a section 5.7.3

          24   analysis -- or 5.7.6 in the case of the RWO.  But that kind

          25   of -- there was a step that is really required to be
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           1   undertaken, and that has to be sort of worked through

           2   before the NWMB has the authority to establish a total

           3   allowable harvest.

           4              And I do want to make it clear that, again, the

           5   NWMB is very supportive of 5.7.3 and 5.7.6 rights and the

           6   RWOs and HTOs being able to exercise them in a robust way.

           7   We support that, but I am concerned that I'm getting the

           8   impression that what KIA is saying is:  No, it's more than

           9   that:  There is a legal obligation to take that particular

          10   step; otherwise, you are acting contrary to the law in

          11   establishing a total allowable harvest.

          12              And, again, let's hear back from you, because

          13   maybe I've read too much into it or something like that.

          14   Or maybe we do have a dispute.  Taima.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.

          16              Geoff.

          17   MR. CLARK:               This is clearly a legal question,

          18   and we brought a lawyer with us, so I invite John Donihee

          19   to answer that.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               John, go ahead.

          21   MR. DONIHEE:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          22              It's John Donihee.

          23              Our reading of 5.3.3 -- and I'll just go back to

          24   the language -- we had it in the slides.  It just said

          25   that, you know, the NWMB should only limit Inuit harvesting
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           1   to the extent necessary.  We're not arguing here about the

           2   conservation purpose.

           3              I guess what we're saying is, you know, the case

           4   law, which is available, that deals with issues like

           5   accommodation and reconciliation clearly applies in the

           6   context of a proposal to limit Inuit rights through the

           7   NLCA.  And, so, where is the effort to accommodate or look

           8   for another option?  I mean, our view is that, in respect

           9   of section 5.3.3, that it's incumbent on -- I'm not saying

          10   it's legally wrong, I suppose.  Although, if I thought

          11   about it some more, I might.  But for the moment, I'm just

          12   suggesting it's incumbent on the Board, when you're being

          13   asked to impose a TAH, to ask yourselves whether this is

          14   something that is necessary.  You know, is there another

          15   way that you could achieve the same conservation purpose

          16   without the requirement to limit Inuit rights?

          17              I think that's the fundamental purpose of 5.3.3,

          18   and all I'm suggesting is that, in this case where there's

          19   evidence of a desire to try to approach it in a different

          20   way, that the Board give recognition to that evidence.  And

          21   the case that KIA is essentially putting in front of you is

          22   to say we believe there's another way that can work and

          23   that the TAH is not necessary.

          24              So we're not going so far as to say that it's a

          25   legal -- we're not raising a legal challenge on that basis.
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           1   We're simply saying we think there is a question that

           2   should be asked before the Board says the only way forward

           3   is a TAH.  And that question is:  Is there an alternative?

           4   Have we explored that alternative?  Are we satisfied that

           5   that alternative will achieve the same conservation

           6   objective?  And if the answers to those questions are yes,

           7   we suggest the Board should then choose the alternative

           8   rather than limiting Inuit rights.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, John.

          10              Michael, briefly.

          11   MR. D'EÇA:               I won't go too much further,

          12   Mr. Chairman.

          13              I'm happier with that explanation because you

          14   did say "in this case," and in this case you have made your

          15   case, and that's perfectly appropriate.  It's where in

          16   every case there is a legal obligation to explore 5.7.3,

          17   5.7.6 that would be a concern.  So I don't know if we're on

          18   all fours with this, but close enough that I think I'm

          19   going to focus on your reference to "in this case,"

          20   etcetera.

          21              I just want to also point out, you know, the

          22   test is -- because the NWMB looks at that test every time.

          23   If it's making a decision under 5.3.3(a), it ensures for

          24   itself that it has met the test.  And the test is that the

          25   restriction or the limitation on Inuit harvesting is only

                                          485

           1   to the extent necessary to effect a valid conservation

           2   purpose.

           3              So I think you're going beyond that, and, I

           4   mean, clearly that's a test.  I just read out which you

           5   have on your slide, which is what's in the Land Claim.  And

           6   I'm just underlining that those are the words, and they

           7   have a particular meaning, and, again, whether we interpret

           8   them exactly the same, I'm not sure.  But I want us to make

           9   sure that we're all relying upon that language in terms of

          10   determining whether or not the NWMB has met its

          11   responsibilities under section 5.3.3.  Taima.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.  I think that

          13   was more of a comment, but if KIA would like to respond or

          14   comment, feel free.  John, briefly.

          15   MR. DONIHEE:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          16              People didn't come here to hear debate between

          17   lawyers.  I'll try to end it here.

          18              But I accept your point about, you know, the

          19   reading of 5.3.3.  Obviously, those words are clear.  It

          20   just seems to me that the purpose of the words you just

          21   read is really to see whether there's some way, short of --

          22   at least we're suggesting to you in this case -- whether

          23   there's some way short of a TAH to effect that conservation

          24   purpose, which is to protect the Bathurst caribou herd

          25   which is in trouble and which we admit is in trouble.
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           1              And, really, it's a question of mechanism, I

           2   suppose, in a sense.  Is it the TAH that's the best way to

           3   do this?  Or is it sufficient to breathe some life into

           4   5.7.3, 5.7.6, and encourage Inuit at the community level to

           5   exercise authorities that are also in the Land Claim in

           6   order to achieve that same conservation purpose?

           7              We're suggesting to the Board there's an

           8   alternative here, in this case, based on the evidence

           9   that's in front of you, and we're certainly not asking for

          10   some kind of a generalized ruling about this for other

          11   matters that may be in front of the Board.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you John.

          13              Okay.  We're going to move on to questions from

          14   the GN.  Comments or questions.  Mathieu.

          15   GOVERNMENT OF NUNAVUT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          16   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          17              Mathieu Dumond, Government of Nunavut.

          18              One thing I wanted to ask the KIA:  In your

          19   presentation on several occasion and in your written

          20   submission, like, you mention that following the Land Claim

          21   in establishing a TAH, following a conservation concern

          22   that the establishment of a TAH remove all powers from the

          23   HTO to transfer them to the government.

          24              And my understanding is that it's after the

          25   limit is established by the NWMB, and then it's on the
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           1   contrary because the allocation is delegated to the RWOs

           2   and the HTOs that have the power to allocate this harvest

           3   as they wish, also establishing bylaws or other regulation

           4   in managing that harvest, in terms of zoning, in terms of

           5   seasons, in terms of anything they see fit to make it work

           6   and efficient.

           7              So my question to you is:  Why are you keeping

           8   bringing that statement that a TAH is necessarily the

           9   removal of all powers from the HTO transferred to the

          10   government?  I don't see it really accurate.

          11              Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

          13              KIA, John.

          14   MR. DONIHEE:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          15              Thank you for the question.

          16              I think at the root of our different points of

          17   view about this particular matter that you're asking about

          18   is, KIA starts from the position that if the TAH is

          19   fundamentally -- it's a limitation on a constitutional

          20   right to harvest that's granted to Inuit.  And you've heard

          21   from numerous other sources.  We did ask some questions

          22   about it, I asked some questions about it yesterday.  But,

          23   clearly, once a TAH is in place, the limits, the numbers of

          24   animals that can be harvested are dictated by regulation,

          25   and potentially, you know, we didn't agree on all points
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           1   when I asked you questions about it yesterday, but

           2   ultimately, you know, there is an enforcement system out

           3   there that could be resorted to.

           4              So that's, you know, the way we're looking at it

           5   from our perspective is that's bringing the machinery of

           6   government and its enforcement powers into play.  Your

           7   preference may be, continue to work with the community, and

           8   I commend you for that.  And it's true that once the number

           9   of tags passes is determined, that either KRWB or the HTO,

          10   depending on whether it's a regional or community TAH, will

          11   have an allocation role or may have an allocation role in

          12   all of this.  But I think that, at the end of the day, that

          13   doesn't really change the fact that the whole game is

          14   changed.  You know, we're now working in a system that is

          15   simply a different one from the one where Inuit manage

          16   entirely on their own among themselves and that, you know,

          17   they're making the rules for themselves.

          18              Now there's an imposition of a formal framework.

          19   It may not be resorted to frequently, but we think it's

          20   different once the TAH is in place than it was before, and

          21   we think that it would be different; it will feel different

          22   for Inuit at the community level in exercising those rights

          23   if they can do it on their own based on the rules their own

          24   HTO or RWO is making.

          25              So, you know, the difference is, really, one of
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           1   broad perspective, I think, but now I hope you understand

           2   why we explained it the way we did.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, John.

           4              Mathieu, GN?

           5   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you.

           6              No, it's just that I think it's a little bit

           7   extreme and a little bit beyond just providing fair

           8   information to express it that way because, as you said,

           9   it's a framework to manage wildlife.  But that has been

          10   developed by Inuit in the Land Claim and establish in the

          11   Land Claim as one of the tools to manage wildlife, and it's

          12   clear in the Land Claim that after the NWMB establish a

          13   TAH, the powers are delegated to the RWOs and the HTOs.  So

          14   I just find the wording that you're using little bit of a

          15   scare tactic instead of presenting the facts as they are.

          16              And I'll agree to disagree on the establishment

          17   of a TAH itself, like, the startup of it.  But for that

          18   part, I think it's a little bit beyond -- I mean, it's a

          19   little bit of a scare tactic, I find, in presenting the

          20   facts.

          21              Thank you.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.  Drikus?

          23   MR. GISSING:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              Drikus Gissing, Government of Nunavut,

          25   Department of Environment.
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           1              I have a question or two, and then a comment or

           2   two as well.  Maybe my first question to KIA is:  Do you

           3   agree that the current status of the herd, and based on

           4   information provided by Lisa and the Northwest Territories

           5   biologist that we are currently dealing with a valid

           6   conservation concern for the Bathurst caribou herd?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.

           8              Geoff.

           9   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              Yes.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          12              Drikus.

          13   MR. GISSING:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          14              Then the next one is more of a comment.  It's

          15   concerning the comments made by KIA concerning lack of

          16   consultation, failure to consultation, lack of working with

          17   communities on dealing with this conservation issue on the

          18   Bathurst herd.  I would almost go -- I find it a bit

          19   insulting in a way, to be quite frank, but I'll maybe use

          20   better words to say that I strongly disagree with those

          21   statements.

          22              We, as the government, take our responsibility

          23   very serious to work with communities.  And as director,

          24   I've given very clear instructions over the years to the

          25   staff in the regions, including Mathieu, who used to be the
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           1   regional biologist who's worked with the communities over

           2   many years to deal with wildlife issues in this region --

           3   and then Lisa Marie that came in a few years ago -- and

           4   they're very passionate about their work, and they've been

           5   very passionate in working with communities and opposing

           6   recommendations to establish total allowable harvest

           7   limitations on a lot of herds.  And we've had a lot of

           8   disagreements on issues, but they've worked very well with

           9   the communities, and I think they've tried very hard to

          10   work with communities to a level where it's been very

          11   frustrating.  And I think the NWT could maybe comment on

          12   that.

          13              But, over the years, there's been a lot of

          14   pressure from the NWT as to, why is Nunavut not taking

          15   action on these conservation issues, specifically on the

          16   Bathurst herd, the Bluenose herd, the herds that we are

          17   sharing with them.

          18              And the reason why we haven't is because we've

          19   been working with the communities.  There's been a lot of

          20   consultations, as we've identified, to communicate these

          21   conservation concerns that have been taking place.

          22              Our staff have been working with communities to

          23   look at alternatives, and nothing prevented the communities

          24   from initiating management actions in their communities,

          25   and some has.  As you know, Kugluktuk have taken actions
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           1   where they've stopped community hunts.  They've diverted

           2   harvesting to its muskox.  And, again, we encourage that,

           3   and we try to work with those HTOs to try and work towards

           4   alternatives to a TAH.

           5              But we've got to a situation now where we're

           6   dealing with shared herds with another jurisdiction, and

           7   they are taking action, and the perception is that we are

           8   not taking action.  And, again, when we consulted with the

           9   communities, we identified what we believe was the best

          10   available scientific information is the actions to be

          11   taken.

          12              And that's what we presented during the

          13   consultations as a last resort, and, again, it was a

          14   proposal that we're bringing forward to the NWMB.  That's

          15   the main instrument for wildlife management in Nunavut.

          16   But our minister is ultimately responsible.

          17              Nobody is going to come to KIA and complain

          18   about Nunavut or the management, we're not taking action.

          19   And as you mentioned, you're very new to this, and you're

          20   trying to portray yourselves as the new saviours of the

          21   Kitikmeot Region coming in and you're going to help take

          22   away from the Government because they failed to work with

          23   you.

          24              And as I said, I take a little bit of offence to

          25   that because we do want to work with communities.  We fund

                                          493

           1   the HTOs, and although we're not identified as the main

           2   party to fund HTOs, we do put a lot of money into HTOs and

           3   RWOs every year.  We currently have increased our

           4   implementation funding to offer a million dollars this year

           5   to work with HTOs to implement issues like management

           6   plans, consult with the co-management partners, to develop

           7   management plans across Nunavut.  And it is challenging.

           8              It's challenging for the HTOs, and you will see

           9   that.  And I don't know where this will go, but it's been

          10   very challenging for a lot of HTOs in Nunavut and other

          11   regions that have had the same conservation issues that the

          12   Kitikmeot is currently encountering where they tried what

          13   you're suggesting; community-based management, where before

          14   we implemented total allowable harvest -- Coral Harbour is

          15   a good example where we told the HTO:  You implement

          16   management actions.  And we try to support them, and they

          17   find it very difficult because some of their members were

          18   not following the rules and regulations and the bylaws that

          19   the HTOs created.

          20              And they came back to us and said:  No, we want

          21   you to manage this harvesting restriction.  And where we've

          22   taken it over.  And there's other regions and examples that

          23   I can give as well where, for a number of years we've asked

          24   the HTOs that they develop and implement community-based

          25   actions, and where they found it very difficult.  And it
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           1   could be a lack of support, and that's possible.  But they

           2   found it -- it's very challenging in communities to impose

           3   restrictions on especially a lot of -- as you know, you

           4   live in a small community -- that its member is your

           5   family, and it's very difficult to tell your family and

           6   other individuals in the community to take action.

           7              Even our conservation officers in communities

           8   find it very challenging to implement restrictions on HTOs.

           9   So it's not as simple as it might sound that we're going to

          10   have a community-based plan, and it's going to address the

          11   conservation issue.  We tried in a lot of instances, and we

          12   continue to work about the co-management partners.

          13              I tried to work -- and I believe I have

          14   developed a very close working relationship with NTI and

          15   other co-management partners over the years with the intent

          16   that we try and work together as per the intent of the

          17   Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.  And a lot of comments from

          18   KIA try to create the impression that we're doing that, and

          19   I strongly disagree.  So it's more of a statement in that

          20   regard.

          21              And as I say, we are very committed to working

          22   with all the HTOs in this region.  We're committed to put

          23   funding into this region to implement a lot of these

          24   actions.

          25              And as Mathieu said, we are not trying to take
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           1   away anything from anybody.  We realize that the Land

           2   Claims Agreement is very important, and our government

           3   takes it very serious.  The MLAs come from these

           4   communities.  They are our bosses, and they give us clear

           5   direction on expectations.  But at the end of the day, we

           6   are ultimately responsible for wildlife management; and if

           7   there's a serious conservation concern, as you recognize,

           8   we have to take action.

           9              And we believe we are at the stage now where

          10   there's no other alternative but to propose to the NWMB a

          11   total allowable harvest.  And it's not up to the Board to

          12   take all evidence from Elders and from everyone around the

          13   table and consider if there's an alternative to what we

          14   proposed.  Maybe our TAH proposal is too low, maybe there's

          15   opportunity to increase that.  I'm not sure.  But that's up

          16   to the Board, and we will respect the Board's decision, and

          17   we will present that to our minister.

          18              Thank you.

          19              I want to give Lisa Marie the opportunity, as

          20   well, Mr. Chair, just to maybe very briefly identify to you

          21   the intent of the consultations and the nature of some of

          22   the consultations that she's conducted with the HTOs and

          23   where she's tried to work with them to try and find

          24   solutions to some of these problems.

          25              Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.  Lisa.

           2   MS. LECLERC:             Mr. Chair.

           3              Since, you know, restriction was imposed on GNW

           4   side in 2010.  We did not.  We, at that time, start a very

           5   heavy meeting and dialogue through a lot of consultation

           6   that did not include TAH at that time.  We were working for

           7   alternative solution.  But with the recent decline and the

           8   rise of the conservation concern, at what point we have to

           9   take the last resort.

          10              So the January meeting was to actually update

          11   the information so everybody at the table -- which the

          12   Cambridge Bay HTO joined the dialogue -- was brought up to

          13   the same speed with the status of the herd.  They were

          14   actually overview of the NLCA process, and they're a

          15   co-management partner, so we see them as equal around the

          16   table.

          17              And we really wanted to make sure that that

          18   equality as co-management partner was reflected in this

          19   January 2016 meeting.  The GN have responsibility and

          20   therefore were proposing, not imposing a TAH.  Proposing.

          21   Recommending.

          22              Following this and the justification from the

          23   DoE position, there were entire day where alternative

          24   predator solution and so on concern, vision, what has been

          25   doing -- like, what action was actually currently
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           1   implemented at the community level.  Everything was

           2   discussed on the second day.

           3              When we reach the last step, it's really hard,

           4   and when very strong measure are needed, it's really hard

           5   to came to a consensus, and I think that this is why we are

           6   consulting again today with NWMB on that issue on the

           7   proposal.

           8              Thank you -- just a little thing.  That was more

           9   for comment than needed an answer.

          10              However, I would like to know if the minute in

          11   the agenda for KIA consultation on the Bathurst situation

          12   could be made available.  And the second point is, I'm a

          13   little bit disappointed that no effort was made to reach or

          14   involve the GN at the very early stage of the Bathurst

          15   management plan.

          16              Thank you.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Government of Nunavut.

          18   Geoff.  Paul.

          19   MR. EMINGAK:             Thank you very much for your

          20   comments on that.

          21              We do take, you know, seriously any concerns of

          22   beneficiaries that come to us, including the HTOs.  And it

          23   is our obligation to represent them fairly, to listen to

          24   their views, to work with them.  There were concerns raised

          25   by the HTOs and also with the Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife
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           1   Board.  So we've collected all the information that

           2   happened over the years, I guess, in terms of that we say

           3   "consultations."

           4              And, therefore, you know, in that sense we want

           5   to bring it out to this hearing that, you know, the

           6   information provided to the HTOs and, as well, to others

           7   were not, I don't think, properly communicated or properly

           8   interpreted; and there were some concerns that raised some

           9   issues out of that.  So that's the reason for, you know,

          10   our presentation.

          11              And, as well, in terms of our intervention, we

          12   tried to be part of the process last year, a couple years,

          13   but we were told, you know, we couldn't be part of the

          14   round table.  You can sit as observers.

          15              I mean, that's contrary to our Nunavut Land

          16   Claims Agreement.  We represent the beneficiaries, we

          17   represent the HTOs, in the community.  If they have any

          18   concerns, then we try to assist them in solving the issue.

          19              So I'll leave it at that, and Geoff has other

          20   comments.

          21   MR. CLARK:               So there were a lot of comments

          22   made there, and just like to, I guess, respond to you a few

          23   matters made in those statements.

          24              First of all, if anybody is offended, it's not

          25   our purpose.  Our purpose is to represent Inuit and to make

                                          499

           1   sure that their rights are protected.  We have no issues

           2   whatsoever with the professionalism and efforts of the GN

           3   staff.  We know that they work hard, they have limited

           4   capacity, there's pressure from the GNWT on them, as was

           5   noted, and that there are multiple projects that they're

           6   working on with limited resources.  So none of our

           7   commentary has anything to do with what we believe -- it

           8   has nothing to do with anything about the people.  It's

           9   about the problem we're trying to solve.  We have no issues

          10   with the people at the GN.

          11              Secondly, we believe there's a fundamental

          12   difference between a good co-management partner, which we

          13   believe the GN has made a lot of effort and has

          14   demonstrated through attempting and -- not attempting --

          15   meeting with the HTOs, and there's a fundamental difference

          16   between that and consultation when there's a proposal to

          17   limit Inuit rights, and that is the scope of our concern.

          18              Lastly, we are bringing forward what the HTOs

          19   told us.  When we met with the HTOs individually or as a

          20   group, they consistently told us that they were not

          21   consulted about the TAH.  Some told us they didn't recall

          22   any discussion about a TAH at the meeting, that they

          23   couldn't recall.

          24              If, in our initial meetings, we had met with the

          25   HTOs and they had said, yes, we were consulted on a TAH, we
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           1   know what the issues are, we've made our suggestions and

           2   we've been accommodated, KIA would have left it at that.

           3   But when we felt that -- not felt -- we heard that the HTOs

           4   believed that they were not consulted, and, I suppose, the

           5   word "consulted" has been used a lot at this hearing the

           6   last couple of days, but it gets used so much that it

           7   becomes a generic term.  And KIA has a very specific view

           8   of what "consultation" means when Inuit rights are proposed

           9   to be limited.

          10              When we heard from the HTOs that they were not

          11   consulted on this, we felt we had an obligation to get

          12   involved.  Otherwise, we wouldn't be here.  We're not

          13   trying to present ourselves as the saviour in this process.

          14   We're merely being a voice and assistance to those that

          15   felt they hadn't been heard.

          16              As far as it goes regarding minutes of any

          17   meeting, we have no minutes, we're not required to keep

          18   minutes in our conversations with HTO members.  There's no

          19   bylaw requirement of KIA or anything like that, so we have

          20   none, and there's no expectation that we would have to

          21   share that.

          22              But, once again, I want to make it clear to all

          23   the people around the table, this is about the specific

          24   issue of a TAH proposal and the problem that we believe

          25   that entails that we're trying to solve today.  It has
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           1   nothing to do with the people.

           2              Taima.  Thank you.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           4              GN.

           5   MS. LECLERC:             Just a brief mention.  We have an

           6   audio recording of that January '16 meeting, so we could

           7   make that available to NWMB.  Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you, Lisa.

           9              All right.  We'll move on, then, to GNWT.

          10   GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          11   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          12              Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  I just have a couple of

          13   points of clarification.  The first one is with respect to

          14   the slide that KIA put up about the consultation and

          15   identifying the fact that two of those meetings were led by

          16   the GNWT.

          17              So consultation -- there's a spectrum of

          18   activity that happens with consultation, and the first step

          19   is to provide adequate and thorough information on which to

          20   make a decision.  So those two meetings, while they were

          21   not specific to the TAH, they're the beginning of the

          22   process to come to that recommendation.  They were led by

          23   the GNWT because this is a shared herd, and we had a

          24   political leaders' meeting where we brought in all the

          25   political leaders, and they said, you guys need to get the
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           1   technical people together, get all the information

           2   together, and come up with some options for us as a

           3   leaders.

           4              The majority of the harvesting groups are in the

           5   NWT, and so we did host that meeting, but there was good

           6   representation at them.  So I would suggest that it is a

           7   valid step in the consultation process.  Possible ways of

           8   dealing with the issue were discussed, and that to me is

           9   the first step towards moving towards a proposal for a TAH.

          10   So not suggesting it was specific to the TAH, but it is

          11   part of the spectrum of consultation.

          12              My second point of clarification is just about

          13   the Deliné plan.  So it was used as an example of an

          14   alternative to a TAH, and that's actually not quite

          15   correct.  There is a TAH process -- and, sorry -- the

          16   Deliné plan is for the Bluenose East herd, and I expect we

          17   may discuss it some more in the next hearing, but it is a

          18   plan that fits in within the context of an overall TAH.  So

          19   we do have a number of land claims agreements in the

          20   Northwest Territories.  We have processes just like this to

          21   set a total allowable harvest.  A total allowable harvest

          22   for the Bluenose East has been recently determined by the

          23   Wek'èezhìi Renewable Resources Board, and the Sahtu

          24   Renewable Resources Board has held a hearing on a total

          25   allowable harvest, and we are expecting a recommendation
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           1   from them next month.

           2              The Deliné plan was also considered at the

           3   hearing by the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board.  It is a

           4   way for Deliné to manage the allocation that the Sahtu will

           5   get from the total allowable harvest of the Bluenose East

           6   herd.  So it's a herd-wide total allowable harvest.  There

           7   is an allocation for each of the regions.  One of those

           8   regions is the Sahtu Region.  Deliné is a community within

           9   the Sahtu, and the Deliné plan is how that community is

          10   going to use traditional methods, traditional knowledge.

          11   They refer to it as "hunting the way our grandfathers

          12   hunted" to manage the way they harvest the Bluenose East

          13   caribou herd.

          14              There are mechanisms for authorizations in that

          15   plan, and there is reference to a limit in that plan, and

          16   there is a system of encouraging compliance and then

          17   ensuring compliance.  And the last step in that process is

          18   using GNWT officers to enforce, and so we're still working

          19   with them to find out what that legal mechanism can be so

          20   that it's not -- if we put it in regulation, it's very

          21   difficult to allow other steps to happen first, but we're

          22   trying to find some way that there will actually be a

          23   backup, a legal backup by the GNWT to be able to help

          24   enforce that.

          25              So I just wanted to make it clear that it's not
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           1   an alternative, but it's a way of working within an overall

           2   context of a total allowable harvest.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Lynda, for

           4   that information.

           5              Okay.  We'll move on to Kitikmeot Regional

           6   Wildlife Board.  Oh, sorry.  We'll move on to the Kitikmeot

           7   Regional Wildlife Board.  Any questions for KIA?

           8   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.  Simon

           9   Qingnaqtuq.  I don't have any questions at the moment.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          11              Kuglugtuk HTO.  Larry, any questions?

          12   KUGLUGTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          13   MR. L. ADJUN:            I have a few, but I don't think

          14   it's appropriate to bring up different issues that pertain

          15   to the Bathurst Inlet caribou herd at the moment.  I

          16   believe it's delicate enough as it is from this afternoon's

          17   sessions already, so I'm not going there.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Okay, Larry.  Well, it's totally

          19   your choice whether you want to ask questions or not, so is

          20   there any other members of your board that would have any

          21   questions?  Jorgen?

          22   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          23              So if we don't find a solution to the problem,

          24   what's the next step?  If we don't -- how would you say?

          25   If we don't resolve this issue, where do we go from here?

                                          505

           1   Like, are we just going to keep talking about it until the

           2   caribou are gone, or what are we going to do?  We need to

           3   put some energy into helping these caribou.

           4              I guess I'm just trying to get at CITES, I

           5   guess, international.  Because you talk about circumpolar

           6   caribou; right?  So at what point do the national, federal

           7   government take over?  I mean, I know for a fact that they

           8   were doing some seismic testing over in Baffin Bay, and the

           9   company went to the local, I believe to the local HTOs or

          10   something like that, and they got denied for testing in

          11   those waters.  And then they turned around and went to the

          12   federal government.  So they got superseded.  Is that going

          13   to happen here?

          14              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

          16              KIA, would you choose to respond to that?

          17   Geoff.

          18   MR. CLARK:               Yeah, the answer would be is if

          19   the HTOs cannot show that they can manage the caribou herd

          20   themselves, then the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board

          21   really will have no choice but to impose a TAH.  That would

          22   be the next step, if you're saying, What's next?

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          24              Jorgen.

          25   MR. BOLT:                I guess, that really wasn't what I
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           1   was looking for.  How would you say it?  I don't know.

           2   Yeah, I mean, when can we not even put a TAH?  When can we

           3   not even hunt?  When can we not even put a total allowable

           4   harvest?  When there's one caribou left?  What?  When?

           5              Thank you.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

           7   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              I don't have an answer for what that threshold

           9   is.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Would you like to defer that to a

          11   biologist, maybe, to give an answer?

          12   MR. CLARK:               Mr. Chair, I'm not sure if that's

          13   fair, but I'll leave it to them if they want to try to

          14   handle that.

          15   THE CHAIR:               No.  We'll leave it, then.

          16              It didn't sound like you're going to have an

          17   answer.  Any more questions from Kugluktuk?

          18   MR. L. ADJUN:            No more, Mr. Chairman.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          20              Bathurst Inlet, any questions for KIA.

          21   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you.  No questions.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          23              Bay Chimo, Peter.

          24   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          25   questions.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Cambridge Bay HTO, any questions

           2   for KIA?

           3   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

           4   questions.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

           6              Any Elders representatives or Elders present

           7   have any questions for KIA?  I don't see any.

           8              We'll carry on.  NTI, any questions for KIA?

           9   MR. DEAN:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              No questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin,

          12   any questions?

          13   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          14              I have no questions.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Adventure Northwest Limited, Boyd,

          16   any questions?

          17   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Just when

          18   is supper?  No questions.

          19   THE CHAIR:               I was getting to that.

          20              Is there any questions from the public at all to

          21   KIA?  If not, that ends the session for KIA.

          22              Thank you very much for your presentation and

          23   the answers to all the questions around the table.

          24              Okay.  I think at this point we'll break for

          25   supper, but can we all be back here again at 6:45, and
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           1   hopefully we're going to finish this hearing tonight.

           2   Thank you very much.

           3   (Proceedings ended at 5:22 p.m.)

           4   _________________________________________________________

           5          (Proceedings to recommence at 6:45 p.m.)

           6   _________________________________________________________

           7   (Proceedings recommenced at 6:45 p.m.)

           8   THE CHAIR:               Welcome back, everybody.  Thank

           9   you very much for coming back.  We have three more

          10   presentations to be done, and I think this shouldn't take

          11   too long, so we'll try and finish as soon as we can.

          12              So, up now I have North Slave Métis Alliance.

          13   Shin, would you like to make your presentation, please.

          14   NORTH SLAVE MÉTIS ALLIANCE SUBMISSION

          15   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          16              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  I'd

          17   like to thank the people of Kitikmeot of the great

          18   hospitality.  This is my third time visiting your land in

          19   two months, and it's been an absolute pleasure every time

          20   I'm here, so thank you.

          21              So it is with great difficulty that I'm here

          22   today in front of you because what I'm going to ask you and

          23   ask the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board is perhaps

          24   contrary to what you want to see or hear.  Although we may

          25   disagree on points, please accept that the indigenous Métis
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           1   people of the Great Slave Lake area who sent me here today

           2   do so in good faith and wish to work together and to

           3   protect Bathurst caribou for future generations of all

           4   Aboriginal people who depend on these animals.

           5              However this process unfolds, that is whether

           6   the TAH is assigned by the Board or be it resolved to the

           7   local HTO-led initiatives, it is NSMA's hope that we build

           8   a collaborative working relationship with everyone to

           9   wisely manage Bathurst caribou that is so crucial to

          10   Aboriginal people we all represent here today.

          11              That said, Mr. Chair, members of the Board, and

          12   the people of Kitikmeot, the North Slave Métis Alliance

          13   does not support establishing the total allowable harvest

          14   of 30 Bathurst caribou bulls.  We suggest instead a

          15   temporary harvest moratorium of Bathurst caribou.

          16              I would like to share with you what happened to

          17   North Slave Métis Alliance members in the last six years in

          18   the way of trying to communicate how difficult it is for

          19   the Métis people to not harvest Bathurst caribou and,

          20   nonetheless, we had to.

          21              In 2010, when Bathurst caribou dramatically

          22   reduced in numbers, the GNWT introduced a total allowable

          23   harvest of 300 Bathurst caribou and gave 150 tags to Tlicho

          24   people and 150 tags to the Yellowknives Dene people.

          25              NSMA members got none.  NSMA had to take the
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           1   government to court, and after spending millions of

           2   dollars, in February of 2015 we won, as we expected and was

           3   again recognized the Aboriginal right to harvest caribou.

           4   When we finally won, there were no more caribou to harvest.

           5              For six years, NSMA members could not harvest

           6   Bathurst caribou.  In those six years, Elders passed away,

           7   youth grew up to be adults without having the chance to

           8   hunt caribou in their traditional harvesting areas.  The

           9   NSMA still supported moratorium on Bathurst caribou.

          10              We raised our concerns with the GNWT that this

          11   was impacting Aboriginal rights of NSMA members, that it's

          12   disrupting cultural practices, that our members are in dire

          13   shortage of fish meat which they grew up with.  ENR

          14   suggested -- GNWT suggested -- that we could buy reindeer

          15   meat, but, of course, it's not just about having similar

          16   meat on the table.  Harvesting caribou is about culture,

          17   teaching, knowing the land, traditions, and aboriginal

          18   rights.  So we declined respectfully the offer for reindeer

          19   meat, and throughout all that, we supported the moratorium

          20   on Bathurst caribou harvest.

          21              And that's because, given the magnitude of the

          22   decline and everything else that is happening on the land,

          23   NSMA members think that it is their responsibility to give

          24   Bathurst caribou the best chance to recover so that their

          25   children will be able to see the caribou come back to their
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           1   land again.

           2              So I'm here today to convey that message to the

           3   people of Kitikmeot that the NSMA would like your support

           4   in protecting and helping to recover this suffering herd

           5   and that NSMA thinks the appropriate action right now is to

           6   give Bathurst caribou the space to recover and not hunt

           7   them until they start coming back in strength.

           8              Thank you very much.  That concludes my

           9   presentation, Mr. Chair.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Shin.

          11              Okay.  I'll open it up to questions of the

          12   Board.  Any Board Members have any questions to Shin?

          13   David?

          14   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          15   MR. KRITTERDLIK:         Thank you.

          16              David Kritterdlik from the Board.

          17              A suggestion that puts in place a temporary

          18   closure of harvest activities of the Bathurst caribou herd,

          19   it would be nice to get some ideas.  What ideas are there

          20   out there to put in place in order to get around this total

          21   allowable harvest number in the mean time?  I am just

          22   asking the person who just made that presentation if they

          23   did work of this kind before and if they have any ideas.

          24   Thank you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.
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           1              Shin.

           2   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the question.

           3              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  So the

           4   question was how to try to not get to the point of not

           5   having a total allowable harvest?  I'm not sure.

           6              In NWT where I'm involved, we feel that we tried

           7   everything we could.  There is a range planning process

           8   that attempts to regulate the land use.  Meanwhile, we

           9   intervene in every development project possible to mitigate

          10   impacts on caribou.  We tried to work with other aboriginal

          11   governments and regulatory authorities to try to mitigate

          12   the impact of TAH on aboriginal people.

          13              So while providing reindeer can be actually

          14   insulting, that is one of the suggestions that was made, or

          15   perhaps providing support to community members to take

          16   other game; moose or other herds.  All those things could

          17   be done, but at this point, our view is that a moratorium

          18   is appropriate.

          19              Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          21              Charlie.

          22   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you.  Charlie Inuarak, NWMB.

          23              My question:  You mentioned the caribou decrease

          24   in great numbers, and you explained a little bit about the

          25   cumulative effects, but I'd like to understand.  You said
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           1   they decreased all of a sudden.  In Nunatsiaq, NWT and our

           2   government has to stated that there is a decline in the

           3   Bathurst caribou.  So did you ever find out why they

           4   decreased drastically around your area?  What were the

           5   reasons?

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

           7              Shin.

           8   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the question.

           9              Shin Shiga North Slave Métis Alliance.  I think

          10   there are people in the room who are much better qualified

          11   to answer that question, but I'll try to deflect the

          12   question.

          13              I think, as far as I know, we don't have a clear

          14   answer.  There are many factors that might be contributing

          15   to the decline, and NMSA's approach is to try to mitigate

          16   all of them right now.  That includes hunting.

          17              Thank you.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          19              Any other questions from the Board?  Staff

          20   questions.

          21              If not, Government of Nunavut.

          22   MR. GISSING:             No questions.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          24              Government of Northwest Territories.

          25   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No
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           1   questions.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           3              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.

           4   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

           5   questions.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           7              Kugluktuk HTO?

           8   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           9   MR. L. ADJUN:            Quana, itsivautaaq.

          10              Always seem to be the one put on the hot seat.

          11   But it's not true, to the best of your knowledge with the

          12   information given in the last two days, that the

          13   Aboriginals in the tree line with the ice roads and with

          14   use of airplanes depleting one harvest or one population,

          15   being the Bluenose and then transferred on over to the

          16   Bluenose East, would that have a definite impact on a

          17   population that we're talking about?

          18              And why does it seem -- like I stated yesterday,

          19   why does it seem like Nunavummiut are having to end up

          20   sweeping the problems on our doorsteps?

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

          22              Shin.

          23   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for that question.  It's

          24   a tough question to answer.

          25              All I can say is that aboriginal groups in
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           1   NWT -- I can only speak for NSMA -- we haven't hunted

           2   Bathurst caribou in six years.  The Bluenose East caribou,

           3   we got 17 tags last winter, and it's six hours, maybe four

           4   hours driving and then twelve hours Ski-Doo riding on the

           5   way, so we can't get there.  Yeah.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           7              Larry, any follow-up?

           8   MR. L. ADJUN:            No, I think I'll be kind to him

           9   now.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Any other

          11   questions from Kugluktuk HTO?  Jorgen.

          12   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          13              Jorgen with HTO, Kugluktuk HTO.  Couple

          14   questions.

          15              This moratorium you have on the caribou from

          16   your group, how long is this?  And, like you said, you talk

          17   about six years.  You got Elders that passed away, and then

          18   the younger generation grew up with no knowledge of

          19   caribou.  If you put this moratorium on, so you won't be

          20   able to hunt caribou, period; right?  So how are you going

          21   to teach your younger generation if it's more than, say,

          22   until you feel that the caribou is strong enough again or

          23   the herd is strong enough again to be able to harvest some

          24   of these caribou?  How long do you think will that take,

          25   and will it impede your ability to educate the younger
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           1   generation with this moratorium in place?  How are you

           2   going to teach your younger generation on the ability to

           3   prepare caribou and so on?

           4              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

           6              Shin.

           7   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the question.

           8              So I should clarify.  We cannot hunt Bathurst

           9   caribou.  We get a very minimum tags of 17 Bluenose East

          10   tags, bull only, and there are no tags -- no limitation to

          11   hunt Beverly, Ahiak herd and those eastern herds, but

          12   they're very, very far away.  Last winter, they didn't even

          13   come to the territory, so last winter it was not

          14   accessible.  If they come closer, we may be able to hunt

          15   them.

          16              But Bathurst caribou is the main herd that the

          17   NSMA members hunt, and they are not hunting them.  So for

          18   limited educational purposes, we are able to make concerted

          19   effort to make group trips to the Bluenose East hunting

          20   areas, but that is very costly for 17 tags.

          21              Thank you.  Oh, and how long it might take to

          22   recover.  I don't know.  I don't know, but we hope that

          23   there will be caribou in the future.  That is why we are

          24   not.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.
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           1              Jorgen.

           2   MR. BOLT:                No further questions.  Thanks.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  No further questions

           4   from Kugluktuk.

           5

           6   A.   Okay.  Bathurst Inlet, HTO, Sam.  Sam, go ahead.

           7   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           8              Yeah, once again, my question was raised, and

           9   the question I had in my mind was already raised and

          10   answered, so I have further no questions.  Thank you.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

          12              Bay Chimo HTO, Peter.

          13   BAY CHIMO HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          15              Just one question.  In your submission, can you

          16   clarify for me the number of initiatives that are ongoing

          17   to address the decline of Bathurst herd?

          18              Thank you.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          20              Shin.

          21   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the question.

          22              I will try my best.  There are quite a few, so I

          23   might miss a couple.

          24              So Bathurst Caribou Range Planning Working Group

          25   is a group that includes people from Nunavut.  There will
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           1   be a meeting next week, actually.  I'll see a number of you

           2   there.  It's about planning, land use, so trying to decide

           3   how many mines can the land sustain or caribou herd

           4   sustain, where should we put the road, where should we not

           5   put the road, that sort of things, wolf management or

           6   predator management, it's in the primary stage of

           7   development.

           8              Bathurst Caribou Collaborative Management

           9   Advisory Committee, we are reviewing the terms of reference

          10   for that one.  The purpose of that as to develop a

          11   long-term management plan.  A number of Inuit

          12   representatives are there also.

          13              So right now, other than that, we try to go to

          14   major public hearings for mine development, for example,

          15   and try to make the mines as caribou friendly, if you like,

          16   as possible.

          17              So you raised earlier about the caribou not

          18   being able to cross the road.  We go to a public hearing

          19   and make sure those roads are designed so that the caribou

          20   can cross the road.  We go to public hearings so that the

          21   traffic on the road is minimized, the noise on the road is

          22   minimized.  They stop blasting when the caribou come there,

          23   that sort of thing.  We go to public hearing and raise

          24   those issues.

          25              Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           2              Peter.

           3   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           4              Thanks, Shin.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Carry on.

           6              Is there any questions from the Elders

           7   representation or Elders in the hall tonight?  If none,

           8   we'll carry on.  Oh, I'm sorry, I did, I forgot

           9   Cambridge Bay.

          10              Cambridge Bay.  Sorry about that, Bobby.

          11   Cambridge Bay, any questions?

          12   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  That's

          13   fine.  No questions.

          14   THE CHAIR:               My apologies.

          15              NTI, Paul.

          16   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          17   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          18              Paul Irngaut from NTI.

          19              My first question is:  The historical harvest of

          20   Bathurst by NSMA, do you have a number before there were

          21   restrictions?  Was there harvests?  And can you give me the

          22   historical numbers?

          23              Thank you.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          25              Shin.
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           1   MR. SHIGA:                Thank you for the question.

           2              Unfortunately, I do not have that number.  I

           3   don't think the harvest study was conducted in those times.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

           5              Paul.

           6   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           7              Thank you, Mr. Shiga.  But there was harvest in

           8   the past, though, eh?  And I'm not sure you don't know, but

           9   just to clarify, was there harvest in the past on Bathurst

          10   herd?

          11              Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          13              Shin.

          14   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you.  Yes, there were

          15   harvests, yeah, for sure.  How many, I really cannot say.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          17              NTI, no more?

          18              KIA, Geoff, any questions?

          19   MR. CLARK:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no

          20   questions.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          22              Adventure Northwest, Boyd, any questions for

          23   Shin?

          24   ADVENTURE NORTHWEST LIMITED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          25   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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           1              Shin, just one quick question.  Does North Slave

           2   Métis Alliance support the increase in harvest of predators

           3   on the Bathurst herd?

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           5              Shin.

           6   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you for the question.

           7   That's a topic that we engage with, and we are not opposed

           8   to that idea, and we participate in those discussions.  It

           9   is a pretty -- it is a sensitive topic.  It is not entirely

          10   consistent with the traditional values, but we do recognize

          11   that it is at the point where that should be considered.

          12              So that's what I can say.  Thank you.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          14              Boyd.

          15   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          16              Thank you, Shin.  No further questions.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much.

          18              Is there any questions from the public to the

          19   North Slave Métis Alliance?

          20              If not, thank you very much, Shin, for your

          21   presentation and answering the questions.

          22              We'll move on.  The next presentation is

          23   Adventure Northwest Limited.  Boyd, the floor is yours.

          24   ADVENTURE NORTHWEST LIMITED SUBMISSION

          25   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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           1              And thank you especially to the Elders and the

           2   Board Members and the interveners that are here today.

           3              It's good to be back in Cambridge Bay.  The

           4   first time I was here was 53 years ago.  I spent the first

           5   four years of my life here and have a lot of friends in

           6   Kitikmeot, and it's great to be back.

           7              I'm not going to read my whole submission.  As

           8   was pointed out by the Board, they have the submission, and

           9   it's there for the reading for the Board.  And for anybody

          10   else, I would like to read it.  And a lot of the points

          11   that were raised in my submission were certainly discussed

          12   during the meetings.

          13              I do have a few points from the meetings that I

          14   would like to bring up and discuss and open for questions,

          15   of course.

          16              I think it's very important that we understand

          17   that the Bathurst harvest in Nunavut, the harvest of

          18   Bathurst caribou in Nunavut, since 2010 has been very, very

          19   low.  It started off at 70 animals, and it's now increased

          20   to about 100 animals because, geographically, the Bathurst

          21   herd is no longer accessible.  And, also, I've spoken to

          22   the issue of what I call herd splitting, that the animals

          23   now that live on the east side of Bathurst Inlet are no

          24   longer counted as Bathurst caribou anymore; they're

          25   different herds.
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           1              So, geographically, the people of Nunavut are

           2   really restricted to the Bathurst range.  And the harvest

           3   happens largely from the use of tags that are issued to two

           4   HTOs, Umingmaktok and Bathurst, and they have the right to

           5   use those tags as they see fit.  So there's been a lot of

           6   discussion about management plans, and I would like to

           7   bring to the table that this is a very good example of an

           8   informal management plan of HTOs because they're issued the

           9   tags, and they get to do with what they want, which is

          10   their decision, and they have chosen, up to now and

          11   hopefully in the future, to allow us to work with them to

          12   bring in nonresident hunters.

          13              And we've heard from both HTOs that, during the

          14   years that they're hunting in the fall time on Contwoyto

          15   Lake, that they've seen no sign of the herd in trouble.

          16   They recognize that numbers change, they hear all the talk

          17   and believe the numbers are fluctuating as caribou do, but

          18   not to the point of a crisis on the Bathurst herd.  And, in

          19   fact, they're still, even if you geographically reduce it

          20   down to that small area, there's still 20,000 caribou

          21   there.  And when we compare that historically to 400,

          22   350,000, it seems like the herd has declined by 96 percent.

          23              But as I pointed out in questioning to the

          24   government is, that's not all the caribou on the range.

          25   When the Bathurst range was at its peak or the Bathurst
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           1   herd was at its peak and at 350,000 plus caribou, it

           2   included all the area that's currently used by Bluenose

           3   East and Ahiak and now Beverly.  So there is still -- and I

           4   tried to ask the GN to agree with a number of 200,000,

           5   which I still feel is conservative -- that there is still

           6   that many animals on the mainland.

           7              So back to the Bathurst and the Burnside HTO.

           8   They have a management plan in place that, if they saw a

           9   decline in the herd and, for sure, if they thought -- Sam

          10   and Peter thought that those animals were trouble, they

          11   wouldn't issue the tags.  They wouldn't allow the tags to

          12   be used for sports hunting, or they would voluntarily give

          13   that up.  Nobody at this table wants to see the caribou

          14   disappear.  And I'm sure everybody would agree with that.

          15              So we've also heard from Elders that bulls are

          16   very important, and we've heard from biologists that there

          17   is no problem with the bull-to-cow ratio right now with

          18   the -- I'm just going to concede the fact of the Bathurst

          19   herd being at 20,000 for the sake of this discussion -- so

          20   that there is not a problem currently with that ratio, and

          21   our experience on the land with the guys that are seeing

          22   it.

          23              So the caribou are still healthy, and a lot of

          24   those skills that have been discussed.  The importance of

          25   meat going back to communities, Sam mentioned that families
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           1   get fed from these hunts.  The meat has gone to

           2   Yellowknife.  We make a point, when it gets to Yellowknife,

           3   if any extra meat is available for pickup through social

           4   services, it's going to single families in need, and that's

           5   the first priority who gets it in Yellowknife.  And a lot

           6   of those people, including the people from Kitikmeot, are

           7   in Yellowknife, and they phone and ask for meat, and we

           8   give it to them when it's in the freezers.

           9              I'd also like to say that I disagree with the

          10   statement, you know, that we have to take this step of a

          11   total allowable harvest to 30 because that's all we can do,

          12   or we have to do it to make it look like we're doing

          13   something.  It's my opinion that, since 2010, Nunavut has

          14   done more to manage and to make sure the Bathurst herd is

          15   protected.  Through 2010 when the GNWT was still allowing

          16   the harvest of up to 300 caribou, Nunavut was allowing --

          17   and I mean by "allowing" is because only the HTO -- at that

          18   time Burnside -- was harvesting any -- 70 caribou.  And in

          19   NWT, that harvest was not just limited to bulls; it was

          20   also cows.

          21              And I've spoken and asked several questions, so

          22   I think people understand that we harvest bulls, the same

          23   time.  So our position would be and has been stated that we

          24   actually help the caribou.

          25              And it was like Kugluktuk, Larry mentioned
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           1   families used to live in Contwoyto Lake.  Everything around

           2   the table will probably recognize, you know, John

           3   Franklin's name, Algona's name.  When those guys lived at

           4   Pellett and Contwoyto, yes, they were killing caribou.  But

           5   they were killing a lot of wolves, and they're not there

           6   anymore in the wintertime.  John spends a little bit of

           7   time there.  Hopefully he'll move back.  His kids have

           8   graduated now, and that's their goal is to live there, so

           9   he will probably singly start helping those caribou because

          10   he's there all winter, and I know John loves to hunt

          11   wolves.

          12              But we're also taking wolves during our fall

          13   time, and I've talked about the importance of that, that if

          14   we do take 10 or 15 wolves in September, those animals

          15   aren't able to eat caribou for the rest of the winter, so

          16   they're out of the picture.  And it might not seen as

          17   significant to some, but I think it shows that those

          18   animals would have, if they're left alive, would have taken

          19   more caribou than the hunts for the caribou, like the

          20   sports hunts would have taken.

          21              We've also heard that statistically,

          22   biologically, or even scientifically, the harvest of 100

          23   caribou out of a herd of 20,000 is inconsequential.  It is

          24   inconsequential.  What we're asking for or what is being

          25   asked for with a total allowable harvest of 30 is really
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           1   only a change in Nunavut of 70 animals being harvested, and

           2   it amazes me that actually, you know, that much effort is

           3   being given, because that is really all that would be

           4   accomplished.  And I hope I've pointed out that it would

           5   actually be detrimental to the Bathurst herd to remove the

           6   hunting, and we would be glad to work with Nunavut and

           7   others to increase the wolf harvest around Contwoyto and

           8   Pellett Lake through sports hunts or else subsistence hunt

           9   if that means helping the caribou.

          10              So I would like to say that I've heard that the

          11   GN has faced heavy criticism because it's done nothing to

          12   help the Bathurst herd.  I hope through this meeting that

          13   people will see that the Bathurst herd is now such a small

          14   geographic range in Nunavut that, actually, Nunavut should

          15   be commended for probably doing more earlier than any other

          16   management group, because again, I go back to that harvest

          17   of only 70 caribou in 2010 and when other jurisdictions

          18   were still hunting more.

          19              But our position is that no total allowable

          20   harvest is needed at this time, that the management through

          21   the HTOs, through -- if they want a formalized management

          22   plan, we totally support that, that that's where the

          23   decision should be made and that the crisis might not be

          24   there as sometimes being perceived, that still is a lot of

          25   caribou on the mainland.  And in my lifetime of going to
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           1   Bathurst Inlet, which started in 1970 as a seven-year-old

           2   boy and spending every summer there with Sam and Peter and

           3   others and seeing the caribou on the east side of Bathurst,

           4   seeing the caribou on the west side of Bathurst, I can only

           5   agree with the concept of the cycle changes and the range

           6   changes.  And I've studied the maps that show the shift in

           7   calving grounds, the Bathurst herd moving around.

           8              I don't know why.  I wish I could answer why the

           9   caribou are spending so much time, like, what they're

          10   calling the Ahiak herd and now the Beverly herd is spending

          11   so much time not even migrating, maybe even staying the

          12   whole winter last winter in Nunavut.  But there's nobody

          13   down there hunting them.  There's nobody even seeing them.

          14              I think Sam, two years ago when he was doing

          15   refining muskox hunts on the east of Bathurst Inlet, ran

          16   into thousands -- I don't think -- I know because talked to

          17   Sam -- thousands and thousands of mainland caribou

          18   wintering.  And I think the satellite collar showed last

          19   winter a lot of caribou wintering all winter in Nunavut on

          20   the mainland.

          21              So I don't know why they shifted.  There's been

          22   talk of mines and roads, and I don't claim to be an expert

          23   on that, so I'm not going to draw any conclusions there.  I

          24   do know, on the North Slave Region, because I lived there

          25   for a good part of my life, that there's been huge forest
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           1   fires.  We heard reference to forest fires.  And if you

           2   look at maps that show the burns in the North Slave Region,

           3   huge, huge, huge tracks of caribou range has been burned.

           4              Well, caribou eat lichen and the mosses, and it

           5   will be 40 years before those caribou return to that area.

           6   Maybe that's why they've gone somewhere else for now.  I

           7   don't know.  I'm just saying that's in the equation.

           8              But we have also heard from really good Elders

           9   who have talked about cycle changes, Elders that have said

          10   there used to be no caribou, and they've come back.  There

          11   always is an idea, when man is involved, that we want to

          12   control everything and put our finger on the problem, but I

          13   would support the idea that this is a cycle, and if

          14   different areas want to be set up for management reasons,

          15   it's fine.  But it's important to know, I think for this

          16   Board and for the people here, that if we added up the

          17   caribou still on the mainland, there's hundreds of

          18   thousands of caribou.  And they might not all be over by

          19   Kugluktuk right now or around Bathurst Inlet, but I'm very

          20   thankful that all caribou, you know, aren't dead.  And even

          21   in the area we're harvesting, we have seen no evidence to

          22   suggest that our harvest is being detrimental to the

          23   Bathurst herd, and actually helping it.

          24              So I will conclude with that.  Thank you for

          25   your time.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Boyd.

           2              Okay.  With that, I'll open it up to questions

           3   to the Board Members.  Any questions?  If not -- Charlie.

           4   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           5   MR. INUARAK:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           6              When you see caribou, how often are you in that

           7   area?  How many days or how many months or how many years?

           8   Can you tell me?

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.

          10              Boyd.

          11   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              And thank for the question, Charlie.

          13              I've been going to Bathurst Inlet since 1970.

          14   We operate a lodge, an eco tourism lodge in Bathurst

          15   Island, and I go there every summer.  In addition, I'm a

          16   pilot.  I fly airplanes, and I spend a lot of time in the

          17   area with my airplane, as well.  So every year, mostly in

          18   the summertime, I am in Bathurst Inlet.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          20              Charlie.

          21   MR. INUARAK:             Can you show us?  Have you taken

          22   any pictures, or have you written anything on the caribou

          23   that you see?  I just wonder if you have anything on paper

          24   or photos.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.
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           1              Boyd.

           2   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair, and Charlie.

           3              Yes, I don't have them at this presentation, but

           4   I would be happy to send both to the Board, because I have

           5   written and we have a lot of pictures.  Even last year when

           6   we were harvesting caribou with the Burnside HTO, we have a

           7   lot of photos, so I'd be happy to send them to the Board,

           8   if you would.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          10              Any other questions?  If not, staff?  Michael?

          11              Government of Nunavut.

          12   MR. GISSING:             No questions.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Drikus.

          14              Government of Nunavut.

          15   GOVERNMENT OF NORTHWEST TERRITORIES QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          16   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17              Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  I'm just curious about what

          18   proportion of the meat that comes from that harvest

          19   actually ends up in Yellowknife and how that's distributed.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

          21              Boyd.

          22   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          23              And thank you, Lynda.  It would be difficult to

          24   answer that on a specific caribou level because the hunters

          25   sometimes take meat home, so they take some of the meat.
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           1   Ironically, the meat that the hunters like to take tome,

           2   the back straps and the roasts, are usually the least

           3   preferred from the Elders, so the ribs and the tongues and

           4   those things get sent to Yellowknife because the others

           5   don't take them.

           6              If I had to put a number on it, I would say

           7   probably 60 percent of the meat remains and that that would

           8   first go, as Sam said -- he outlined kind of that priority

           9   how it's split up:  That the Inuit guides on site take what

          10   they would like first, and they're often packaging -- I've

          11   seen boxes of tongues where Sam sent out and certain lucky

          12   people have their names on it.  So they take food for their

          13   families and send it to Yellowknife and other people.  And

          14   then whatever is left is left as what we call donated meat,

          15   and then we disperse that donated meat in Yellowknife, and

          16   it actually included several trips to the Dene and N'Dilo

          17   last year as well, so I would say, to answer your question,

          18   Lynda, about 60 percent of the harvest.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          20              Lynda.

          21   MR. ADAMCZEWSKI:          Jan Adamczewski with Government

          22   of Northwest Territories.  This is, I guess, maybe more of

          23   a comment and a clarification, but Boyd may want to

          24   comment.

          25              So just to be clear, since 1996, the Bathurst
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           1   herd as defined by the caribou that calve on that calving

           2   ground have been surveyed several times using the same

           3   survey methodology, and the estimate in 1996, when we had

           4   the first satellite collars on Bathurst caribou, was

           5   350,000 caribou.  That did not include any of the caribou

           6   in the Queen Maud Gulf; they're on the other side of

           7   Bathurst Inlet.  It did not include the Bluenose East

           8   caribou which calve to the west of Kugluktuk and are still

           9   there.  So that 350,000 was the Bathurst herd as we define

          10   it, and it's the same population that is there now.

          11              So I just want to be clear that that population

          12   that calves west of Bathurst Inlet since the last 20 years

          13   has had a massive decline, even since that time, from

          14   350,000 down to about 20,000, and the survey methodology

          15   has remained consistent over that time, and the collars

          16   have told us it's the same group of caribou the last 20

          17   years.

          18              So just want everybody to be clear on this;

          19   there is a very real and massive decline that has happened

          20   in the Bathurst herd.  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jan.

          22              Boyd.

          23   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          24              And thank you, Jan.  I'm not disputing the

          25   caribou herds fluctuate.  I think I would disagree on a
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           1   point with you is that, even as the Nunavut Wildlife Act

           2   recognizes that the east side of Bathurst Inlet was

           3   actually recognized as Bathurst caribou calving grounds.

           4   And I believe that all of this started when we put

           5   satellite collars on caribou and we watched where they

           6   went.

           7              But there's still a lot of caribou.  My point

           8   I'm trying to make is not to dispute herds or numbers, but

           9   trying to emphasize that there still is thousands, if not

          10   hundreds of thousands, of caribou on the mainland.

          11              Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          13              Jan.

          14   MR. ADAMCZEWSKI:          Jan Adamczewski with Government

          15   of Northwest Territories.

          16              I don't want to prolong this.  You know, it's

          17   late in the day.  But I would also like to point out -- I

          18   mean, every three years we have been doing population

          19   surveys on the herds:  Bathurst, Bluenose East, and then

          20   three herds to the west.  And all of those herds have shown

          21   large declines since about 2000 or around that time.  So

          22   these are very real declines, and real management actions

          23   have been taken because of it.

          24              If you were to take the estimates for those five

          25   herds from, say, around 2000, you would have a much larger
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           1   number of caribou than we have now.  So the declines are

           2   quite real, and they have happened in multiple herds, and I

           3   think by this point with our collars and our surveys,

           4   there's not that many -- there's not that much chance that

           5   there's a big bunch of caribou that we've somehow missed

           6   out there.  I'll leave it at that.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jan.

           8              Boyd.

           9   MR. WARNER:               Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              And thanks, Jan.  And you showed a map of

          11   circumpolar and decline.  I'm not disputing caribou are

          12   following that cycle, Jan.

          13              I guess if I could ask you a direct question,

          14   then:  If you added the caribou that are being used from

          15   Bathurst Inlet to Chantry Inlet, the Ahiak and the Beverly

          16   caribou, how many thousands of caribou would that be?

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          18              Jan.

          19   MR. ADAMCZEWSKI:          Jan Adamczewski with Government

          20   of Northwest Territories.

          21              If I could maybe ask Lisa to comment, because

          22   they just completed a survey that calving ground in the

          23   Queen Maud Gulf.  I'm sure they won't have any precise

          24   numbers.  The last estimate that we have from a GN survey

          25   from 2011, the estimate, I think, was a little over 200,000
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           1   for the caribou that calve in that area.  And I don't know

           2   if anyone from GN wants to add any further information on

           3   that.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Lisa.

           5   MS. LECLERC:             Yeah.  GN here, Lisa, regional

           6   biologist.

           7              So the Beverly, like Jan mentioned, was a little

           8   bit over a hundred thousand caribou, and the Ahiak was only

           9   surveyed once, and it was around 70,000.  There were

          10   reconnaissance survey now done last week.  At this point,

          11   it's too early to comment on the situation.  Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          13              GNWT, are you done?

          14   MS. YONGE:               No further questions.  Thank you.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          16              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, any questions

          17   for Mr. Warner?

          18   KITIKMEOT REGIONAL WILDLIFE BOARD QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          19   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you.  Simon Qingnaqtuq,

          20   Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board chair.

          21              Thanks for your presentation, and thanks for

          22   giving the information to the public.  I trust in your

          23   presentation that you mentioned that you go to Bathurst

          24   yearly.

          25              My question is:  Both our governments,
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           1   government of NWT and Government of Nunavut, and the

           2   biologist is saying that the caribou around that area is

           3   declining.  But you saying that you go to Bathurst Inlet

           4   yearly, and I trust the numbers that you're saying on that

           5   herd, on the caribou herd.  It's healthy.

           6              My question is:  Have you ever written a letter

           7   to either government, federal government or the wildlife

           8   federation, saying that the caribou is healthy?  If you

           9   have written letters to either departments or any wildlife

          10   organization, like, if you wrote the letters, have you ever

          11   received any response?

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          13              Boyd.

          14   MR. WARNER:              I've got a long list of letters to

          15   the GNWT.  We had similar issues in the Northwest

          16   Territories about sports hunts, but that's prior to 2010.

          17              Since that time, my letters that I have written

          18   have been public.  They've been published in Nunatsiaq News

          19   as well as News North.  One was titled Divide and Confuse,

          20   and it spoke to the issue which -- I'm not trying to imply

          21   that this is intentional, but I'm saying that there's a lot

          22   of people in the north, especially Elders in both the

          23   Northwest Territories and Nunavut that identify only with

          24   the Bathurst caribou herd.

          25              Ever since I grew up, as a seven-year-old boy,
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           1   all the caribou on the mainland were Bathurst caribou, and

           2   now for management reasons and we have satellite collars,

           3   we're finding there's a difference.  They want to call them

           4   different herds.  I think it's confusing people.  When we

           5   hear that there's only 20,000 Bathurst caribou left, it's

           6   confusing people.  And that's my opinion, and we've just

           7   heard that there is more caribou in that range area, that

           8   the Bathurst herd used to be the only herd in that range,

           9   and that's what's causing a lot of the confusion.

          10              Thank you.  I hope I answered your questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Boyd.

          12              Simon.

          13   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          14              Simon Qingaqtuq from Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

          15   Board.  Thanks for the answer, and I have no further

          16   questions.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          18              Kugluktuk HTO?  Larry, Peter?

          19   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS.

          20   MR. L. ADJUN:            Quana, itsivautaaq.  I believe a

          21   couple of our directors have some questions.  I myself am

          22   tired, so I have none.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Peter.

          24   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          25              Just one question.  I know in your area I was
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           1   wondering if you guys have any tags for grizzly bears for

           2   distribution for selling them or for sports hunts.  If you

           3   do, how many?

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

           5              Boyd.

           6   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           7              Thank you, Peter.  Again, any of the tags that

           8   we would get or do get are through the Burnside hunters and

           9   trappers, and we get two tags for the Bathurst Inlet area,

          10   we get no tags for the Contwoyto Lake area, and we -- or

          11   Sam -- has been trying for years and years and years and

          12   years to get more tags.

          13              So we have not had -- so right now, to answer

          14   your question, Peter, there's two tags for grizzly bear,

          15   and they're usually hunted in the spring around Bathurst

          16   Inlet.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          18              Peter.

          19   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          20              Thanks for your information.  That's all I have.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  Kevin?

          22   MR. KLENGENBERG:         Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          23              Your outfitting, is it still active on sport

          24   hunting caribou in Contwoyto Lake area?

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Kevin.
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           1              Boyd.

           2   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           3              And thank you, Kevin.  Yes, it is.  There's two

           4   camps, one on Pellett Lake and then recently, as Sam

           5   mentioned, it's moved on Contwoyto Lake so it is active as

           6   of last year, last fall, and we certainly hope to be active

           7   this year, yes.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           9              Kevin.

          10   MR. KLENGENBERG:          Yes, Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          11              How many tags are you getting?

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Kevin.

          13              Boyd.

          14   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          15              And thank you, Kevin.  Seven -- the Burnside

          16   hunters and trappers allocate 70 tags that we use with

          17   them, and Umingmaktok issues 30 tags for a total of 100

          18   tags.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          20              Kevin.

          21   MR. KLENGENBERG:          Thank you.  That's all I got,

          22   Mr. Chair.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          24              No other questions from Kugluktuk?  Jorgen.

          25   MR. BOLT:                Just more or less as a statement,
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           1   I guess.

           2              Like, I been fortunate enough to have worked on

           3   a project that was a place name project, and I got to talk

           4   to a lot of Elders here, Bay Chimo, Kugluktuk; and lot of

           5   them had lived on inland, and I had to verify these place

           6   names, make sure they were put in the right place, and make

           7   sure they were spelled right and so on and such.

           8              Just to get to the point, I talked to a few

           9   Elders, and they said for, like, long ago they'd see

          10   thousands and thousands of caribou in the summertime, or

          11   they're just circling and circling and circling due to

          12   bugs, and you could see the dust cloud from miles and miles

          13   away where the caribou are just circling, circling,

          14   circling.

          15              And then when they go away, when they finally

          16   leave their area and then they go and check out what's

          17   going on, they see hundreds of dead caribou that have

          18   suffocated in the middle where this wheel of caribou that

          19   is going around has created this dust cloud.  And like I

          20   said, I've been fortunate enough to talk to a lot of

          21   Elders.  That's where I got a lot of my knowledge from.

          22   And so I just wanted to say that they've seen these animals

          23   where they're in the thousands and ten thousand circling,

          24   going around, going around, going around in the middle of

          25   land.  We always wonder why there's such a significant drop
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           1   in numbers.  Have this -- I don't know, how would you say?

           2   -- been considered or have been looked into it?

           3              The Elders would say that, you know, there's

           4   caribou scattered all over, and this is just one of the --

           5   probably one of the contributing factors, too, within their

           6   own self that the bugs have a significant impact on the

           7   herd when there's thousands like that.  But just to say

           8   that they used to watch these caribou go around and around

           9   and around and around, just trying to get away from the

          10   bugs, trying to create -- I don't know if they've got,

          11   like, a bug repellant for them or what, but eventually when

          12   they leave, the middle of the wheel was hundreds and

          13   hundreds of dead caribou.  So I just wanted to kind of

          14   bring that up with my knowledge there.

          15              And I've talked to a lot of Elders like the

          16   people back in the public there.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.

          18              Larry.

          19   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yeah, just a closing remark just

          20   to give whoever wasn't here or didn't hear my statement

          21   yesterday, Kugluktuk, like I stated, has been proactive,

          22   and we have stopped sport hunts and commercial caribou

          23   harvest or commercial community caribou harvests in the

          24   past since 2009.  And I just want to make that clear for

          25   everyone that's sitting in these panels or the agencies.
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           1   Quana.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           3              Okay.  If there's nothing else from Kugluktuk,

           4   we'll move on then to Bathurst HTO.  Sam, any comments or

           5   questions?

           6   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          No questions.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Sam.

           8              Bay Chimo HTO, Peter?

           9   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              No questions.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          12              Cambridge Bay HTO, Bobby.

          13   CAMBRIDGE BAY HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          14   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          15              One of my questions was answered already, which

          16   is good.

          17              Another question.  You stated that you harvest

          18   wolves up to ten during your sports hunts.  Is that

          19   correct?  And just to put numbers out there, say I don't

          20   know if you've watched a certain pack, even just a small

          21   pair, a male and female -- I'm thinking they would

          22   harvest -- catch a caribou once a week just to survive, and

          23   so just a question if you watched any small packs hunt

          24   caribou yourself.  Thank you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.
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           1              Boyd.

           2   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              Thank you, Bobby.  To speak to the number of

           4   wolves we harvest, yeah, it's usually a minimum of 10 up to

           5   15.  And that includes -- we do it two different times of

           6   the year -- that help the Bathurst herd.  One is right when

           7   the sports hunts are going on, and then we also go north

           8   from Yellowknife in the winter with sports hunters up the

           9   ice roads.  And as was brought up by the GNWT, they're

          10   trying to target wolves that are impacting the Bathurst

          11   herd.  So we take our hunters up, and yeah, we're hunting

          12   wolves that are directly impacting the Bathurst herd at

          13   that time.  So our estimates are 10 to 15 animals a year.

          14              To speak to your question of I've seen wolves

          15   chase caribou, but I haven't followed them enough to, you

          16   know, give an answer, I don't think, to that question.  But

          17   from the reading I've done, I believe it's estimated that

          18   each wolf needs 15 to 20 caribou a year per wolf, so that's

          19   where we kind of get the math.

          20              In my presentation, I estimate 15 to 25 wolves a

          21   year.  You know, over six years, 25 caribou, it would

          22   amount to 2,250 caribou or so that, you know, would have

          23   been alive if we wouldn't have harvested wolves.  So that's

          24   where I'm getting those numbers from.  Thank you.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.
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           1              Bobby.

           2   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              Thank you, Boyd.  You stated also that you are a

           4   pilot.  Have you ever made a proposal to the government or

           5   anybody, like, to even maybe track, get some collars or

           6   whatever you can do to follow a pack of wolves just to see

           7   while you're up there in the summertime, and maybe you'll

           8   have a better idea of how many they actually take or how

           9   they move also?  Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Bobby.

          11              Boyd.

          12   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          13              And thank you, Bobby.  No, I haven't considered

          14   that idea with them.  We do follow, because we owned a

          15   lodge in Bathurst Inlet, and both my father -- many people

          16   would know, in the room -- the Elders especially -- Glen

          17   Warner was a pilot, and we had two airplanes there.  And we

          18   often saw wolf dens and wolf sightings, and we certainly

          19   know -- I know a story to back up, I guess, what was said

          20   before, about wolves hunting caribou.

          21              This is a story of my father when he was flying

          22   a Super Cub, and he had a guest with him, and they

          23   witnessed wolves killing caribou calves on the calving

          24   grounds.  And it wasn't just catching a caribou and eating

          25   it; it was killing a caribou calf and then chasing the next
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           1   calf, and I don't know if it was the excitement for the

           2   wolves, or whatever.  They were in a big herd of caribou

           3   crossing airplanes in a migration, and he witnessed -- he

           4   came back that night and told us about how many wolves that

           5   they had seen.  I didn't see that myself, though, but

           6   that's a story from my father.

           7              Thank you.

           8   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

           9              Bobby.

          10   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          11              Thank you, Boyd.  No further questions.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Cambridge Bay.

          13              Is there any questions from Elder representation

          14   or Elders that are in the room to Mr.  Warner?

          15              If not, NTI.

          16   NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          17   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thanks, Mr. Chair.

          18              And thanks, Boyd, for your presentation.  Paul

          19   Irngaut from NTI.

          20              My question is, you mentioned you harvest, it's

          21   along the line with this questioning.  You mention you

          22   harvest wolves.  What's the largest wolf pack that you've

          23   ever come across, or have you?

          24              Thank you.  That's my first question.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.
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           1              Boyd.

           2   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              And thank you for the question.  The largest one

           4   personally I've ever seen while in the air with my plane

           5   would be 18 wolves.  The biggest story I ever heard of a

           6   wolf pack was from Bobby Qingnaqtuq, who's now passed away,

           7   in Bathurst Inlet.  And he told a story of hunting caribou,

           8   and he saw a big herd of caribou go over a hill, and he was

           9   using a little Elan -- and many of us remember the Elan and

          10   bogie wheels -- and he went over the hill to catch a

          11   caribou, and it turned out that it was 30 wolves.  And he

          12   said he broke every bogie wheel on his Ski-Doo trying to

          13   get home.

          14              So, personally, 18 for me.  Thank you.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          16              Paul.

          17   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Boyd, for that answer.

          18              My last question is -- we're talking about

          19   predators here:  Are you seeing more grizzly bears in

          20   Bathurst?  Thank you.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          22              Boyd.

          23   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          24              Thank you, Paul.  Absolutely.  Connie testified

          25   to that, Sam testified to that.
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           1              The lodge has been in operation since 1969, and

           2   we keep an observation book, and it records animal

           3   sightings, bird sighting, and in the early years, we would

           4   see maybe two, three bears a year.  As Connie testified

           5   now, if you come to Bathurst Inlet in the summertime and go

           6   out in the evening, you're going to see, I don't know,

           7   three, five, seven bears every night.  And others have

           8   testified about boat trips to Bathurst Inlet.

           9              So yes, the bears have -- and Sam even again

          10   mentioned, it's not just a few bears.  The bears are having

          11   three cubs each, which is also, I think, a sign that the

          12   population is exploding because there's a lot of grizzlies.

          13              Thank you.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          15              Paul, NTI?  Okay.  Thank you.

          16              KIA, any questions for Boyd?

          17   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

          18   MR. DONIHEE:             John Donihee, Mr. Chairman.

          19              I just have one question of clarification,

          20   Mr. Warner yesterday -- and you said it again today -- that

          21   the Nunavut Wildlife Act defines the Bathurst calving

          22   ground, and I'm a little mystified by that.

          23              After you said it yesterday, I went and had a

          24   look at the Act, and it's not defined.  I'm just wondering

          25   whether you're making reference to Critical Areas
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           1   Regulations that might have been adopted when the Act was

           2   transferred over from the Northwest Territories.

           3              Anyhow, I wonder if you could just explain what

           4   you're referring to when you say that the calving ground is

           5   defined by the Act.

           6   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, John.

           7              Boyd.

           8   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           9              And thank you, John.  I'll definitely try and

          10   send it to you.  What I did was I went online and looked up

          11   the Nunavut Wildlife Act.  I believe it was off the Nunavut

          12   website, and to my knowledge, that's what I was reading,

          13   because it all pointed out the Latin long.  And it wasn't

          14   just the Bathurst herd.  It had a number of calving

          15   grounds, and I was reading from that.

          16              Thank you.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          18              John?  No?  KIA is done?

          19              Okay.  The North Slave Métis Alliance.  Shin,

          20   any questions?

          21   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          22              Thank you, Boyd, for the presentation.  I have

          23   no questions.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you very much.

          25              Is there any questions from the public to
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           1   Mr. Warner?  If not, we'll carry on.

           2              Thank you very much.  Boyd.

           3              Next Wek'èezhìi Renewable Resources Board.  Go

           4   ahead.

           5   WEK'ÈEZHÌI RENEWABLE RESOURCES BOARD SUBMISSION

           6   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           7              So we're at a distinct disadvantage.  Everyone

           8   is tired, we're the end of the day, so I hope you'll bear

           9   with us.  We'll keep it short and sweet.

          10              The WRRB wanted to come and present information

          11   to you today because we've just recently gone through a

          12   similar proposal in the NWT.  So with that, I'll turn it

          13   over to our board member Jonas Lafferty.

          14   MR. LAFFERTY:            Thank you, good evening, and my

          15   name is Jonas Lafferty, and I'm from the community of

          16   Behchokò in the Northwest Territories.  I am a board member

          17   with the Wek'èezhìi Renewable Resources Board.

          18              As you heard her earlier that I have here with

          19   me the board's executive director, Pellissey.

          20              We would like to thank the community of

          21   Cambridge Bay for hosting this public hearing and the

          22   Nunavut Wildlife Management Board for granting the WRRB

          23   witness status to present information related to its recent

          24   Bathurst caribou herd proceeding.  Next slide.

          25              The WRRB is a co-management BOARD established by
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           1   the Tlicho agreement in 2005.  The board is an institution

           2   of the public government, which means that that the board

           3   considers the interests of all users in making its

           4   decision.  Next slide.

           5              The WRRB has a jurisdiction, Wek'èezhìi

           6   Management Area.  The yellow line shows the Wek'èezhìi

           7   boundary.  The green line is the moshi wa denike (phonetic)

           8   which means the traditional area of the Tlicho described by

           9   Chief Moshi Duin (phonetic) signing of Treaty 11 in 1921.

          10   The red line shows the Tlicho land.  The WRRB is

          11   responsible for wildlife, plant, and forest management in

          12   Wek'èezhìi.  Next slide.

          13              The WRRB's purpose is to work with the

          14   communities and government to manage wildlife and its

          15   habitat in the Wek'èezhìi to benefit people today and the

          16   future generations.  Next slide.

          17              The WRRB follows the principle and practice of

          18   conservation in fulfilling its duties.  The board considers

          19   the relations between the wildlife, the land, and the

          20   people, and uses the best information available to inform

          21   its decision-making.  Next slide.

          22              The WRRB is then able to make balanced decisions

          23   supporting the Tlicho philosophy of "Strong like two

          24   people."

          25              The Board shares responsibility of managing and
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           1   monitoring the Bathurst caribou herd.  The following

           2   information will provide the Nunavut Wildlife Management

           3   Board with additional information about involvement of the

           4   WRRB in the management of the Bathurst caribou herd in the

           5   Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

           6              And with that, I'll turn it over to Jody.

           7   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Jonas.  Jody Pellissey,

           8   WRRB.

           9              So the board, WRRB, has been invested in

          10   managing the Bathurst caribou herd since its inception in

          11   2006.  The Board has conducted three proceedings to address

          12   Bathurst caribou harvest limitations in 2007, 2010, and

          13   most recently in 2016 for a herd that has continued to

          14   decline since 2003.

          15              In December 2015, the Tlicho government and the

          16   Government of the Northwest Territories Department of

          17   Environment and Natural Resources submitted the joint

          18   proposal on caribou management actions for the Bathurst

          19   herd, and that proposal is for 2016 to 2019.  That proposal

          20   included new restrictions on hunter harvest, predator

          21   management to reduce wolf populations on the winter range

          22   of the Bathurst caribou herd, as well ongoing biological

          23   and environmental monitoring.  More specifically, Tlicho

          24   government and the GNWT propose the closure of all

          25   harvesting of the Bathurst caribou herd, including

                                          553

           1   aboriginal harvest.

           2              The Board considers any specific restriction of

           3   harvest or component of harvest by way of a quota as the

           4   establishment of a total allowable harvest.  Because of

           5   that, the Tlicho agreement sets out that the Board must

           6   hold a public hearing when considering a total allowable

           7   harvest.  The Board held its public hearing in Yellowknife

           8   on February 23rd and 24th in 2016.

           9              Following extensive deliberations, allowing for

          10   consideration of all the information on the record and to

          11   meet legislated timelines, the board decided to prepare two

          12   separate reports to respond to the proposed management

          13   actions.

          14              The board's reasons for Decision Report Part A

          15   was submitted to the Tlicho government and GNWT on May 26,

          16   2016.  It primarily deals with the Government's request for

          17   a total allowable harvest, as well as some wolf management

          18   actions.  This report was provided to the Nunavut Wildlife

          19   Management Board as supporting documentation to the board's

          20   written submission on May 27th.  That report is found in

          21   your hearing binders.  If you try to read it, it's missing

          22   a whole bunch of letters --

          23   THE CHAIR:               Jody --

          24   MS. PELLISSEY:           Because the Tlicho font's -- I'm

          25   going fast, I'm sorry.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Yes, you are slow down.

           2   MS. PELLISSEY:           The translators do have the

           3   speaking notes, so that's why I'm rushing.  I apologize.

           4   I'll slow down.

           5              The board's reasons for decision report is in

           6   your binders.  I do hope the digital copies that the Board

           7   Members have aren't missing the Tlicho fonts because if you

           8   try to read to read the report in your binder it won't make

           9   very much sense.

          10              The board's Part B report will deal with

          11   additional predator management actions, biological and

          12   environmental monitoring, and cumulative effects, and will

          13   be submitted at the end of August.

          14              Per section 12.5.5, of the Tlicho agreement --

          15   next slide, please -- the board has sole responsibility for

          16   making a final determination with respect to a total

          17   allowable harvest for a population of wildlife in

          18   Wek'èezhìi.

          19              The board determined that a total allowable

          20   harvest of zero shall be implemented for all users of the

          21   Bathurst caribou herd within Wek'èezhìi for 2016 to 2019.

          22   The Board believes that the Bathurst caribou herd is in a

          23   crisis, given the continuing decline in the breeding

          24   females, poor vital rates, including low pregnancy and low

          25   cow survival, impacts of environmental factors such as poor

                                          555

           1   summer feeding conditions and high number of bugs and

           2   flies, and extensive exploration and development on the

           3   herd's annual range.

           4              The board recognizes the hardships that Tlicho

           5   and other aboriginal harvesters will endure:  Loss of

           6   connection to the caribou and the land; however, they felt

           7   that a total allowable harvest of zero must be implemented

           8   without delay.

           9              The board also recommended that the Tlicho

          10   government and the Government of Northwest Territories

          11   agree on an approach to the harvest zoning in the NWT and

          12   conduct aerial and ground-based surveillance throughout the

          13   fall and harvest seasons.  They also recommended timely

          14   implementation of hunter education programs in the Tlicho

          15   communities.  Next slide.

          16              The board also provided recommendations to the

          17   two governments regarding wolf management actions.  The

          18   board supports the community-based wolf harvesting project,

          19   a pilot training program, which will train Tlicho

          20   harvesters in a culturally appropriate manner to hunt and

          21   trap wolves on the Bathurst herd range.

          22              As well, the board recommended a collaborative

          23   wolf feasibility assessment led by the board with input and

          24   support from Tlicho government and the GNWT be conducted to

          25   examine all options for wolf management, including costs,
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           1   practicality and effectiveness.  Next slide.

           2              The board has also participated in long-term

           3   management planning processes with the Tlicho government

           4   and the GNWT, as well as with other management authorities

           5   and traditional users of the herd, and that includes

           6   organizations from Nunavut.  Most notably, in recent times,

           7   the Bathurst Caribou Long-Term Planning Working Group and

           8   the Bathurst Caribou Range Planning Work Group.

           9              The board would like to see a management plan

          10   and range plan developed and implemented before the herd

          11   declines any further.  There is a real possibility of

          12   extirpation, so loss of the herd, and not having a

          13   management plan or range plan in place is a real concern.

          14   Next slide.

          15              The board's involvement in management processes

          16   in Nunavut has been quite limited; however, the board has

          17   submitted comments through review processes with the

          18   Nunavut Planning Commission and the Nunavut Impact Review

          19   Board for the Bathurst caribou herd.

          20              While the board believes that all parts of

          21   barren ground caribou annual range warrants some level of

          22   protection, including water crossings and the wintering

          23   grounds, the WRRB believes the calving and post-calving

          24   grounds should receive the highest level of protection.  In

          25   the board's view, these areas should have no exploration or
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           1   development on them at any time as they are of utmost

           2   importance to the health and sustainability of a herd.

           3   Next slide.

           4              With the Bathurst herd in such a perilous state,

           5   the WRRB believes that all peoples who harvest the herd

           6   must do their part to ensure the herd's recovery.  Users

           7   and managers must act now in whatever way is possible to

           8   protect the herd so future recovery may be possible.  With

           9   harvest of the Bathurst caribou herd closed in the

          10   Northwest Territories, the WRRB encourages the Nunavut

          11   Wildlife Management Board to take a similar approach to the

          12   protection of Bathurst caribou in Nunavut.  Next slide.

          13              So that's it.  On behalf of the WRRB, Jonas and

          14   I would like to say thank you for listening.  Are there any

          15   questions?  Thank you.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Jody and

          17   Jonas, for your presentation.

          18              Is there any questions from the Board in regards

          19   to their presentation?  If not, staff legal?  No?

          20              Government of Nunavut.

          21   MR. GISSING:             Nothing, Mr. Chair.

          22   THE CHAIR:               GNWT?

          23   MS. YONGE:               No questions.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board?

          25   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          No questions.

                                          558

           1   THE CHAIR:               Kugluktuk HTO?

           2   KUGLUKTUK HTO QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS.

           3   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we have a few.  About two

           4   weeks ago we received a letter from Fred Van Der Wielen --

           5   I hope I'm saying that right -- from Tlicho government

           6   requesting a four-week study on Contwoyto Lake regarding

           7   the Bathurst caribou.  Lately, the Kugluktuk HTO, as stated

           8   yesterday and today, we are right in the middle of a

           9   political ring, as it were.  So we are pressured and, like

          10   I said, we're trying to be politically proactive, but there

          11   comes a time when, like the time of the evening right now,

          12   it gets a little overwhelming.  As I've stated, we are

          13   shorthanded with our turnover.

          14              And I believe that might be it for me for now.

          15   But I believe our younger director is finally going to

          16   voice his opinion.

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Go ahead.

          18   MR. G. ADJUN:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Gustin

          19   Adjun from the Kugluktuk HTO.

          20              Since the NWT people have a strong belief with

          21   the wolves, would you be able to send, like, a group of

          22   Inuit people to harvest the wolves in the communities?

          23   That's it.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Gustin.

          25              Jody.
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           1   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you for the question.  My

           2   understanding at this time is, as the work has just begun

           3   with the feasibility assessment, that the Tlicho government

           4   would consider having other aboriginal groups possibly in

           5   the future come in to harvest wolves in Wek'èezhìi;

           6   however, I definitely don't speak on behalf of the Tlicho

           7   government, so that's as far as I can say is that it's

           8   something they're willing to think about.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Jody.

          10              Jorgen?

          11   MR. BOLT:                Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          12              Just kind of add to that, I guess.  I've hunted

          13   around Great Bear Lake area, too, quite a bit, quite

          14   extensively.  I've been up through there.  There's lots of

          15   wolves up there.  McLaren Lake, County Lake (phonetic), all

          16   those areas, I know that area pretty good, Gamèti, Hottah

          17   Lake.  I've been up through there.

          18              So I know that you guys have a strong tie with

          19   the wolves.  I believe I understand where you guys are

          20   coming from.  And like I said, I've worked in these mines,

          21   and I got to meet a lot of guys from all over the NWT.

          22   Métis, Whati, all these places.  I got to work with all

          23   these difference aboriginal people, and they always talk

          24   about, you know, we got so many wolves at home they're

          25   going to deplete the wolves.  Can somebody come in from
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           1   Kugluktuk to do some hunting or come down to Great Bear?

           2              You know, they've asked me to ask that a few

           3   times:  Can anybody come down, or, you know, do some wolf

           4   hunting down there?  Like, we come down, we try and do the

           5   best we can, and it's really -- it's not like chasing

           6   wolves out in the open land out here.

           7              In the tree line it's really tough to chase

           8   wolves down and, say, there you got two or three feet of

           9   snow.  I've been stuck in trees and, you know, chasing

          10   wolves and stuff like that in the trees.  And it is tough.

          11   I mean, it is really rocky, it's really rough, not like out

          12   in the open.

          13              I told them; Inuit, as long as you get lots of

          14   snowmobiles, they want to come down and some do wolf

          15   hunting for you.  But other than that, you know, we'd like

          16   to try and help, but it is really tough.  Especially I know

          17   that Great Bear Lake area.  I've been there, and it is

          18   rugged, rugged country and trees and, you know.  I've

          19   definitely been lucky a few times, I managed to get the

          20   wolves out onto the lake, just haze them out onto the lake

          21   and managed to get a few, but I don't think I put a dent

          22   on, I don't think I put a dent on the population of the

          23   wolf.

          24              So just kind of wanted to add to that.  Thank

          25   you, Mr. Chair.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jorgen.  Anything else

           2   from Kugluktuk?

           3   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yeah, just to give a little more

           4   further statement for Jorgen -- I'm tired -- his statement.

           5   It costs Kugluktumiut a lot of money to get down to the

           6   tree line area.  Like you stated earlier, it costs little

           7   under or add about 500 bucks for us to get into the tree

           8   line, Fatismo Lake (phonetic) and up into the mountains of

           9   Great Bear Lake.  So it does cost us a lot of money for the

          10   hunters, but yes, we do hunt down in that area.  And as

          11   Kevin said, it's part of our -- I'm tired -- our own

          12   pockets.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you, Larry.  More of

          14   a comment.  Okay.  Kugluktuk's done.

          15              We'll move on, then.  Bathurst Inlet HTO, any

          16   questions?

          17   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          No questions.

          18   THE CHAIR:               Bay Chimo HTO.  Any questions,

          19   Peter?

          20   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          No questions.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Cambridge Bay, HTO.  Bobby?

          22   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

          23   questions.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Is there any questions from Elder

          25   representation or Elders in the room?
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           1              If not, NTI, any questions for you?

           2   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.  No

           3   questions.

           4   THE CHAIR:               KIA any questions?

           5   KITIKMEOT INUIT ASSOCIATION QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

           6   MR. CLARK:               I have a few questions.

           7              So the WRRB has made a statement about the

           8   critical nature of the calving grounds in Nunavut and that

           9   it should be absolutely protected.  What public statements

          10   has the WRRB made about all of the development in the

          11   Northwest Territories that occur in the Bathurst winter

          12   range and core migration corridors in the Northwest

          13   Territories?  Thank you.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          15              Jody.

          16   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17              Thank you for the question.  At this time, the

          18   board has made statements in its reasons for decision

          19   report, and more information related to those specific

          20   topics will be made in Part B of its report where it talks

          21   about cumulative effects, particularly human disturbance.

          22   The board, as I stated in the presentation, is concerned

          23   about the whole annual range, about the winter range, water

          24   crossings, as well as the calving and post-calving grounds.

          25              Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jody.

           2   MR. CLARK:               I guess, more specifically I'll

           3   ask:  Does the board oppose development the same way that

           4   it does in the calving grounds as equally in the winter

           5   range and the core migration corridors in the Northwest

           6   Territories?

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           8              Jody.

           9   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              At this time, the board has made no formal

          11   statements to support that, no.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jody.

          13              Geoff.

          14   MR. CLARK:               What public statements did the

          15   board make about the Jay Project proposal in regards to its

          16   support or opposition?

          17   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          18              Jody.

          19   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          20              The board did not make any statements about the

          21   Jay Project hearing.  They were not a part of that

          22   proceeding.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jody.

          24              Geoff.

          25   MR. CLARK:               So I guess just a final comment.
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           1              We hear this often, either through the press or,

           2   you know, reports back to our region that, in the Northwest

           3   Territories, there's vast support for what they consider to

           4   be critical habitat outside of the Northwest Territories,

           5   but inside their own territory they either have no comment

           6   or they don't comment, and I think that's important for the

           7   Board to know, for those who aren't familiar with the

           8   Kitikmeot Region, that this commonly happens, and it's an

           9   obvious inconsistency, in the view of the Kitikmeot Inuit

          10   Association.

          11              Thank you.

          12   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

          13              Jody.

          14   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          15              Just to clarify, the board has made the

          16   statements through two processes here in Nunavut.  I did

          17   state that there will be a report coming out.  At this

          18   time, the board has not made support or nonsupport of any

          19   development in the NWT or any further development in the

          20   NWT.  There will be expectations of statements made in that

          21   Part B report.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jody.

          23   MR. CLARK:               Thank you very much.  I have no

          24   more questions.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.
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           1              Okay.  The North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin.

           2   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           3              Shin Shiga, North Slave Métis Alliance.  I have

           4   no questions.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           6              Ventures Northwest Limited, Boyd.

           7   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              And thank you, Jody.  No questions.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          10              Is there any questions from the public at all to

          11   Jody?  Don't think so.

          12              Okay.  At this point in time there's an

          13   opportunity for anybody in the public to make a

          14   presentation to the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board in

          15   regards to the Bathurst caribou herd that we're talking

          16   about today.  If there's anybody in the public that would

          17   like to make a statement or a comment, feel free to do so

          18   now.  If not, we will move on.

          19              For everyone's information, we would like to

          20   advise you that we also received two written submissions

          21   from parties that aren't here, and I'll just give an

          22   outline of what they are, and one was from the Yellowknife

          23   Dene First Nation, and they support the GNWT representation

          24   of no harvest; and also from the Tlicho Government of the

          25   Northwest Territories, they also have the same support of
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           1   no harvest.  And those letters are sent to us for our Board

           2   to consider.

           3              Okay.  We're getting close.  That formally ends

           4   the public hearing process of our hearing on the Bathurst

           5   caribou herd today.  Before we have final remarks, Michael

           6   is going to take a few minutes just to summarize the

           7   process.

           8              Michael, go ahead.

           9   NUNAVUT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD LEGAL COUNSEL SUMMARY

          10   MR. D'EÇA:               Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

          11              I'm taking an easier route than actually

          12   summarizing the process.  What I've done during the last

          13   couple of days is tried to record where I thought the

          14   parties generally agreed on points and where they had

          15   disagreements, and the Board does regularly try to do this

          16   in its hearings.  It helps it in preparing to make the

          17   decision to see where there might be consensus and where

          18   people are farther apart.

          19              So I'll walk you through those, and Mr. Chair,

          20   if there is time and if people are interested, hopefully

          21   there will be opportunity for the parties, if they disagree

          22   with any of these points, to let us know.  And I've been

          23   doing this as I went through it, so I haven't run through

          24   it with my Board Members either.

          25              So I'll start with the shorter list, which is
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           1   actually the points of disagreement.  So there appears to

           2   be disagreement as to whether the consultations carried out

           3   by the Government of Nunavut concerning the proposed future

           4   management of the Bathurst caribou herd were adequate.

           5              There's disagreement whether mining operations

           6   have a detrimental effect on caribou migration routes.

           7              Third, there's disagreement as to whether a

           8   predator control program would be beneficial for the

           9   recovery of the Bathurst caribou herd.

          10              Fourth, disagreement as to whether switching

          11   between herds is a relevant factor in accounting for

          12   caribou population declines.

          13              And, fifth, there's disagreement, if a level of

          14   total allowable harvest is established, as to what the

          15   number of that total allowable harvest should be.

          16              The points of agreement are more numerous, but

          17   there's not too, too many of them.  The first one is that

          18   the Bathurst caribou herd is in the midst of a severe

          19   population decline.

          20              Secondly, that this decline is part of a natural

          21   cycle in which caribou numbers traditionally rise, reach a

          22   peak, decline, and eventually recover.

          23              Third, conservation management measures are

          24   required to help contribute to the recovery of this herd.

          25              Fourth -- and this came from one of the Elders
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           1   right I think in the first morning, as I understand what he

           2   said -- it is essential that Inuit, other aboriginal

           3   people, governments, and wildlife management boards find

           4   ways to work together for the recovery of this herd.

           5              The fifth point is that the collaborative

           6   development of an effective management plan would be a

           7   positive step forward.

           8              Sixth, the number of Nunavut residents

           9   harvesting this herd is relatively low.

          10              Seventh, should a total allowable harvest be

          11   established, it will be a challenge to fairly enforce that

          12   total allowable harvest in locations where the Bathurst

          13   herd intermingles with one or more other herds.

          14              And the final point of agreement that I think I

          15   have captured is this:  Taking into account the respective

          16   numbers of the Baffin Island caribou population and the

          17   Bathurst caribou population, a level of total allowable

          18   harvest of 250 caribou for Baffin Island and a proposed

          19   level of total allowable harvest of 30 caribou for the

          20   Bathurst herd are out of balance with one another.

          21              So, Mr. Chair, that's the two sets of points of

          22   agreement and disagreement, and I leave it with you and

          23   with the parties if there's any comments or concerns or

          24   questions.  Taima.

          25   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.

                                          569

           1              I suppose I would just open the floor up to any

           2   parties that have a comment on what Michael has outlined.

           3   Is there anybody that would like to comment?  Boyd.

           4   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           5              And thank you, Michael.  Perhaps I heard wrong,

           6   but on the disagreement side, you said that we disagreed on

           7   the need for predator control being beneficial.  Is that

           8   correct?

           9   THE CHAIR:               Michael.

          10   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          11              Yeah, that's what I understood, that there was

          12   not a consensus around this table that the predator control

          13   program would be beneficial.  One or more parties, if I

          14   understood it correctly, were saying that, essentially, in

          15   my own words, it would be nice if it were beneficial, but

          16   it's much more complicated than that, and, in fact, the

          17   costs would not produce the benefit that would be intended.

          18   Taima.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.

          20   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          21              And thank you, Michael.  I guess I would

          22   disagree with that assessment, Michael, to me, I heard

          23   everybody at the table, even the GN, speak that they might

          24   not be able to do anything about predator control, but that

          25   it should be looked at, and quickly, either by increasing
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           1   tags or harvest of wolves and grizzly bears.  I don't know

           2   if we'd want to take a vote around the board, but I clearly

           3   heard from this meeting that predator harvest control is

           4   very important and that there was consensus on that.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Michael.

           6   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           7              Generally, I'm not so happy if I'm wrong about

           8   something, but anything on that points of disagreement list

           9   I've got wrong, I'm very pleased to change that, for sure.

          10   So maybe we should check.  Does anybody think that --

          11   THE CHAIR:               GNWT, Mathieu.

          12   MR. D'EÇA:               -- points of disagreement?

          13   MR. DUMOND:              Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          14              I'm just a little bit worried that the

          15   interpretation on the agreement and disagreement of those

          16   two days by one person, and the summary of it is a little

          17   bit dangerous at this time.  I mean, we all express -- I

          18   don't think there was black and white during the meeting.

          19   It was a lot of gray for people that exchanged ideas and

          20   exchange views.  And to put it as a black-and-white list

          21   summarized by one person for the Board's benefit, I'm not

          22   sure that's going to help really the process here.  And we

          23   may go back into arguing over every point like we did for

          24   the last two days.

          25              So I just would be careful, a little bit, with
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           1   this.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Mathieu.

           3              Michael.

           4   MR. D'EÇA:               Qujannamiik, itsivautaaq.

           5              Yeah, I guess all I can say is generally the

           6   NWMB has followed this process, and it's worked out quite

           7   well.  You know, I'll leave it at that.  Again, it's just

           8   something I'm doing for the Board, but if it's unacceptable

           9   or controversial or just not working, well, then, that's

          10   fine.  Taima.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you.

          12              NWT government.  Go ahead.

          13   MR. ADAMCZEWSKI:          Thank you.  Jan Adamczewski with

          14   Government of Northwest Territories.

          15              I don't know whether I can say that everybody

          16   will agree on this, but on the issue that you raised,

          17   Michael, about the size of the herd and the size of the

          18   harvest, we would certainly argue, from our standpoint in

          19   Northwest Territories, that the extent of the decline from

          20   highest numbers also needs to be considered, and not just

          21   the current herd size.  And beyond that, that population

          22   trend is probably almost as important as population size,

          23   in terms of what scale of harvest might be appropriate.

          24              And both of those, certainly within the

          25   Northwest Territories and as you heard from the Wek'èezhìi
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           1   board, the other aboriginal groups, it's the summation of

           2   where the herd is now, the extent of that decline and the

           3   fact that the recent decline is still quite rapid.  So I

           4   would suggest that looking at the harvest should also

           5   include those factors and not just the population size

           6   itself.  Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jan.  Noted.

           8              Okay.  Moving on, Michael, I think you want to

           9   talk about the transcripts from the hearing?

          10   MR. D'EÇA:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          11              I was speaking with John Donihee, counsel for

          12   KIA, yesterday, and John suggested that the NWMB might want

          13   to propose to the parties that we file the transcript of

          14   this hearing as a hearing document in tomorrow's two-day

          15   Bluenose East caribou hearing, and the reason why is that

          16   there is considerable overlap in submissions and,

          17   undoubtedly, in resulting questions and answers between the

          18   two hearings.  Not complete overlap, but a number of points

          19   raised would be the same or almost the same.  And by

          20   placing this transcript on the record for the Bluenose East

          21   caribou hearing, parties won't need to repeat what they've

          22   already said during this hearing -- unless, of course, you

          23   want to.  So it's not in any way saying, don't raise it or

          24   don't provide your submission again, even if it's the same,

          25   but you wouldn't have to because it's on the record there.
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           1              And it would allow the parties to concentrate

           2   only on providing additional or supplementary submissions,

           3   questions, and answers specific to the Bluenose East

           4   caribou.  So the expectation is that that could save

           5   significant time in conducting the Bluenose East caribou

           6   hearing but with no loss of the points raised, the

           7   submissions made, the questions and answers going back and

           8   forth.

           9              So, again, the Board is wondering how the

          10   parties feel about that.  Would you have any objection to

          11   that?  We don't see a downside in that you're still

          12   completely free to repeat everything you said here, if you

          13   wish, but you have that other option of knowing, I've

          14   already said that; I'm just going to concentrate on these

          15   particular points.  Taima.

          16   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Michael.  Thank you,

          17   Michael, for that suggestion.

          18              I think, with that, we can leave that with the

          19   hearing parties tonight, and you can think about if that's

          20   how you prefer to move forward on this, and we'll revisit

          21   this in the morning when we start our new hearing and see

          22   how people feel about that.

          23              Lynda.

          24   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          25              Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  I'm just wondering if the
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           1   parties are identical for the two hearings.

           2   THE CHAIR:               Yes.

           3   MS. YONGE:               Thank you.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Everything is the same, except

           5   Mr. Warner will not be here.  Thank you.

           6              So we'll leave that suggestion with you.

           7              John, go ahead -- oh, Boyd.

           8   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           9              And just for the record, I have no objection to

          10   that for tomorrow.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

          12              Larry.

          13   MR. L. ADJUN:            With this information still fresh

          14   in our minds, before we sign off for tonight, would it be

          15   safe to say that we either all agree tonight now while it's

          16   still fresh in our memory?  I'm getting tired.  Would we

          17   put it to a consensus vote or show of hands to have the

          18   information that we did today not be repetitive again

          19   tomorrow?  Quana.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.  Yes, we can do

          21   that.  So what I can do is go around the table by

          22   jurisdiction or interveners and ask for your support of

          23   this.  Is that okay with everybody?

          24              Okay.  I'm going to start off with Government of

          25   Nunavut.  Do you support this suggestion by Michael?
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           1   MR. GISSING:             Drikus Gissing from the Department

           2   of Environment.  Yes, we do.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Government of Northwest

           4   Territories.

           5   MS. YONGE:               Lynda Yonge, GNWT.  Yes, we're

           6   good with it.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board.

           8   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Yes, we agree.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Kugluktuk HTO?

          10   MR. L. ADJUN:            Yes, we do.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Bathurst Inlet HTO?

          12   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          We support.

          13   THE CHAIR:               Bay Chimo HTO.

          14   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Yes, we do.

          15   THE CHAIR:               Cambridge Bay HTO.

          16   MR. GREENLEY:            Yes, we do.

          17   THE CHAIR:               NTI?

          18   MR. IRNGAUT:             Bert says no way, but I agree.

          19   THE CHAIR:               That's right.  You're supposed to

          20   be gone today.

          21              KIA, do you agree with this?

          22   MR. CLARK:               I think we should vote to have

          23   Bert put on the plane.  We support keeping the record open.

          24   THE CHAIR:               North Slave Métis Alliance, Shin?

          25   MR. SHIGA:               We support it.  Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Wek'èezhìi?

           2   MS. PELLISSEY:           We support that.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Okay.  Thank you very much.  So we

           4   will do that tomorrow, and I think it will help our hearing

           5   in the process of it.  Yes, it will.

           6              Just before we go, we're going to close this,

           7   but I'm going to give everybody a quick opportunity to make

           8   their final comments, okay, and I'll start off with the

           9   Government of Nunavut.

          10   CLOSING REMARKS

          11   MR. GISSING:             Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          12              Drikus Gissing, Department of Environment,

          13   Government of Nunavut.

          14              Thank you very much to you and the Board for

          15   your time and listening to us, and I just want to reaffirm

          16   our commitment, irrelevant of what the outcome of the Board

          17   decision is, our commitment to work with the HTOs in the

          18   Kitikmeot Region on the management of this herd and our

          19   commitment of the staff to work with them.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.  Drikus.

          21              Government of Northwest Territories.

          22   MS. YONGE:               Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Lynda

          23   Yonge, GNWT.  We'd also like to thank the Board, and we

          24   very much appreciate this opportunity to present our

          25   information and, again, to reinforce the idea that this is
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           1   a shared herd; and a collaborative approach and sharing

           2   information is very important to us.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Lynda.

           4              Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board, Simon.

           5   MR. QINGNAQTUQ:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           6              Simon Qingnaqtuq, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife

           7   Board.

           8              I'd like to thank all the presenters and all the

           9   information that we gathered here, and hope for the best

          10   for the Kitikmeot Region, as we acknowledge to the Board

          11   and the panel that we are not fully in support with the

          12   total allowable harvest.

          13              Saying that is that, you know, once it's

          14   approved, we're afraid of losing the management from the

          15   HTO board.  Down the road, if we see the Bathurst caribou

          16   go back to health, like, to healthy population, our HTO has

          17   no control of that harvesting of the caribou herd.  That's

          18   why we're not in support with the total allowable harvest.

          19              But I'd like to thank everybody for their

          20   presentation and, on behalf of the Kitikmeot Regional

          21   Wildlife Board, I'm very happy that we put in our

          22   submission with the NWMB.  Thank you.

          23   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Simon.

          24              Larry, Kuglugtuk.

          25   MR. L. ADJUN:            Thank you.  Larry Adjun, Kugluktuk
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           1   Angoniatit Association chairman.  I'd like to thank the

           2   Board for giving us the opportunity to express our opinions

           3   on the Bathurst caribou herd, and because I have a

           4   contingent of my HTO board, I will let them speak on their

           5   own behalf.  If they'd do so, please.  And I'll leave the

           6   floor to the board.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Larry.

           8              Peter.

           9   MR. TAKTOGON:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          10              I would like to thank everybody here for giving

          11   us a chance to give our voice.  I just want to say one

          12   thing while everybody's here:  Nunavut government, Nunavut

          13   Wildlife Management Board, GNWT, Kitikmeot Regional Board

          14   plus all the affected areas for the Bathurst, Bluenose, and

          15   Dolphin Union.

          16              From now on in the future, as we're affected in

          17   Kitikmeot for those three herds, before any decisions are

          18   made in the near future, please work together with us

          19   first.  Any one of you jumping into Nunavut Wildlife

          20   Management Board or Nunavut government, we Inuit peoples

          21   are really affected for those three herds.  We have to work

          22   together in the future and don't ever forget us.  Thank

          23   you.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Peter.

          25   MR. L. ADJUN:            That's it for my board's comments.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           2   MR. L. ADJUN:            And like I said, thanks for

           3   letting the HTO board from Kugluktuk attend here for this

           4   hearing.

           5   THE CHAIR:               Thank you very much, Larry.

           6              Sam?

           7   MR. S. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           8              I'd also like to thank the board for taking the

           9   time to listen to all of our questions and comments and

          10   presentations.  And like I stated earlier, caribou is a big

          11   issue on the table right now, and it's going to be a big

          12   issue for a while and has been in the past; but there's a

          13   lot of interesting questions brought up, and good answers

          14   put forth, and I'd just like to thank everybody for all the

          15   information put out on the table.  There's different

          16   information and new information to me.  So I'd like to say

          17   thank you again.

          18              Unless our chairperson wants to add more, that's

          19   all from us.  Thank you.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Bay Chimo, Peter.

          21   MR. P. KAPOLAK:          Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          22              On behalf of Umingmaktok HTO, I'd like to thank

          23   the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board for inviting us, and

          24   I'd like to thank all interveners for all their input.

          25   Might have other ups and downs.  And I'd like to thank all
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           1   the interpreters for all the hard work for this two days.

           2   Thank you.

           3   THE CHAIR:               Hear, hear.  Thank you.

           4              Thank you very much, Peter.

           5              Cambridge Bay.

           6   MR. GREENLEY:            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           7              I'd just like to thank everybody for giving

           8   Cambridge Bay HTO the opportunity to sit in on the hearing.

           9   It was very interesting.  I myself, this is my first

          10   hearing that I've sat in, so I've learned a lot the last

          11   couple of days, and I get to see different perspective from

          12   every group involved.  So it's a big thank-you to

          13   everybody.

          14              But also, like I said the other day about our

          15   Dolphin and Union, on our plans with that also, we're

          16   working with Lisa and the GN on our herd also, so it gives

          17   us different perspectives to look at and what to do and

          18   what we should start doing.  So I'd just like to thank

          19   everybody.

          20   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Bobby.  George?  George.

          21   MR. G. ANGOHIATOK:       Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair.  I,

          22   too, would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone

          23   involved.  Of course, we all have our differences, and it's

          24   great to see that we can work it out as a group, a big

          25   group, together and hash things out through all our
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           1   differences and disagreements.  But the overall thing that

           2   we want to achieve is to ensure our caribou remain for our

           3   future generations.  And thank you all.  Quana.

           4   THE CHAIR:               Thank you.

           5              NTI.

           6   MR. IRNGAUT:             Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           7              First of all, I appreciate the Board for holding

           8   their hearing here in Cambridge; you are exercising your

           9   rights under the Claim, and that's good to see.

          10              Having said that, we always like to see the

          11   Board go to the communities that are most affected, and

          12   even though the logistics might play a role, maybe in the

          13   future we should try and go to communities like Kugluktuk.

          14              Having said that, we will work with the

          15   governments, we will work with the RWOs and HTOs to make

          16   sure that they are properly prepared, and also with the

          17   RIAs.  This is too big an important issue not to work

          18   together, because our caribou depends on it.  Thank you.

          19   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Paul.

          20              KIA.

          21   MR. CLARK:               Geoff Clark on behalf of KIA.  I'd

          22   like to thank the Board and all the interveners and the

          23   information shared over the last two days, and we look

          24   forward to the continuation of the hearing.

          25              Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Geoff.

           2              Attima.

           3   MR. HADLARI:             Attima.  Thank you very much for

           4   having the hearing here, for NWMB and the ones that are a

           5   party to the hearing.  And the people from Northwest

           6   Territories, thank you for coming.

           7              And, also, I would like to hear something that

           8   would be very positive for Kitikmeot.  Thank you.

           9   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Attima.

          10              Shin.

          11   MR. SHIGA:               Thank you.  I'd like to thank the

          12   board and the people of Kitikmeot again, and I'm looking

          13   forward to working with you tomorrow.

          14   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Shin.

          15              Boyd.

          16   MR. WARNER:              Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          17              And, again, yeah, thanks, especially from our

          18   company.  I think we're the only private company at the

          19   table, and I do appreciate that Nunavut Wildlife Board

          20   recognized our importance and allowed us to be a full

          21   participant, and I enjoyed the dialogue with all the

          22   interveners.  I actually don't think we're that far apart,

          23   and we all want to work for the caribou.  So thank you.

          24   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Boyd.

          25              And last is Jonas and Jody.
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           1   MS. PELLISSEY:           Thank you, Mr. Chair.

           2              Jonas is going to give the thanks, but I need to

           3   give my apologies to the translators.  I know better than

           4   to rush through a presentation.  My board member also

           5   happens to be a Tlicho translator, so I will get my butt

           6   kicked later for rushing through that.  So I just wanted to

           7   give my apologies and thanks to the translators.

           8   MR. LAFFERTY:            With my left or right foot, I

           9   don't know. (Translation not available)

          10              I'd just like to say thank you to each and every

          11   one of you, especially the Elders.  By listening you get a

          12   lot of knowledge.  You don't realize that you're teaching

          13   us young people, but I'd just like to say this has been

          14   very educational, and I'd like to say thank you very much.

          15   I spent over 30 years in the booth, so therefore, I'd like

          16   to thank the translators and each and every one of you

          17   around the table.

          18              But I want to ask Boyd Warner for his card so

          19   next time you go hunting I want a caribou tongue.

          20              Thank you very much.

          21   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Jonas.

          22              Well, that wraps up all our interveners, but I'm

          23   going to give a chance to all our Board Members to say a

          24   word, if you would.  Charlie.

          25   MR. INUARAK:             I'd like to thank the people of
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           1   Cambridge Bay.  I was here once as a mayor, but now I'm

           2   here again as a wildlife management member.  They're always

           3   welcoming.  And, also, I'd like to thank the people -- I

           4   don't see the people from Kugluktuk too often, and also

           5   seeing the people from Northwest Territories, and I'd like

           6   to say thank-you.

           7              Now our hard work is coming in trying to make a

           8   decision, and I know that the Board will have a difficult

           9   time, difficult time.  Yes, they've been working hard to

          10   make a proper decision.  Thank you.

          11   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, Charlie.  David.

          12   MR. KRITTERDLIK:         Thank you to everyone that was

          13   here, the GNWT and Nunavut and GN and the people and the

          14   presenters.  We learn from that.  I've been a Board Member

          15   for not too long, and this is my first involvement with a

          16   hearing.  But I look forward with my fellow Board Members

          17   and the wildlife managers, we will be working together.

          18   We'll be able to manage the wildlife properly as we work

          19   together, and different organizations, especially Elders

          20   and younger people.  And we cannot settle anything.  We can

          21   work together to make it better.  Thank you.

          22   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.  Caleb.

          23   MR. SANGOYA:             Thank you very much.

          24              My fellow Inuit and the government, we can speak

          25   together this much before regarding the caribou -- and
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           1   since the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement was ratified, we

           2   are more involved in the discussions of wildlife

           3   management.  I know they're not going to be beneficial.

           4   I'm not saying that it's going to be bad, but I don't want

           5   anybody to give up.  Our fathers and our ancestors, keep

           6   them in your heart because they are our strength.  And

           7   thank you very much, and especially my fellow Board

           8   Members.  We'll have a difficult task ahead of us, and

           9   we'll keep you in our hearts.  Thank you.

          10   THE CHAIR:               Thank you Caleb.  David.

          11   MR. IGUTSAQ:             Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

          12              And I'm thankful because there are people from

          13   other communities to meet with the NWMB Board.  When we

          14   have a meeting like this, as NWMB, as it was already

          15   mentioned, we're going to have a difficult task ahead of us

          16   when we have to make a decision in the fall.

          17              We did that with the Baffin Island caribou when

          18   we had to make a decision on Baffin Island caribou, and it

          19   will be as difficult.  But once we start working on it and

          20   once we make a decision, whether it is good or not, yeah,

          21   we'll make a decision on this even, though it's been

          22   difficult, yeah, we have to share our thoughts.  Yeah,

          23   we'll be dealing with it because we have to go through it.

          24              And we will remember that our kids won't have to

          25   keep going to the store and just buy sardines.  Back in
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           1   1990 -- I think it was 1990s -- 1996, yeah, we met with

           2   aboriginal people and Inuit, and it was difficult.  And

           3   we're able to listen to the Elders, and I know that we're

           4   able to work together now.  Even though, yes, we'll still

           5   be living.  Thank you that we were able to meet here.

           6   Thank you.

           7   THE CHAIR:               Thank you, David.

           8              Simeonie.

           9   MR. KEENAINAK:           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          10              I'd also like to say thank-you.  And when the

          11   Baffin Island caribou, there was a moratorium, we didn't

          12   know what to do when there was a moratorium put on the

          13   caribou harvesting on Baffin Island.  And you were probably

          14   thinking, as we did before.  But I know they make decisions

          15   for us, even though we don't all agree with it, but we can

          16   cannot do anything about it, but we have to try and make a

          17   decision.

          18              And before we had anything to say to it, when

          19   there was a moratorium put on the Baffin Island caribou, we

          20   couldn't do anything about it, but we had to follow it.

          21   I'd like to thank everyone that have come to this

          22   community, GN and the GNWT and other people, other Inuit,

          23   that have come to this hearing.  Thank you.

          24              And our Chairperson.  Let's applaud our

          25   Chairperson.  Thank you.
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           1   THE CHAIR:               Qujannamiik.  "Your Worship" gets

           2   the last word here.

           3              First of all, I'd like to say it is an honour, a

           4   privilege to belong to this Board and also to be Acting

           5   Chairperson.  I think we have a great amount of experience,

           6   as you can see and you've witnessed, I believe, that we're

           7   going to take this valuable information that you all

           8   provided us and make the best decision for Nunavut.  And I

           9   hope you have trust and faith in us that we're going to do

          10   that, and that is what our endeavour is, to make the best

          11   decision.

          12              So thank you very much, and it's getting late,

          13   but we're going to see each other all again tomorrow

          14   morning.  So thank you very much.  Good night.

          15              9:00 a.m. tomorrow.

          16

          17              (Proceedings ended at 9:01 p.m.)
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